
REPORT ON THE ACTIVITIES OF THE PCC FOR 2020

The PCC met four times during 2020. The January and 
September meetings were in person; June and November were 
on Zoom.

PCC Membership

Fr Brett Ward Parish Priest
Fr Daniel Wyman Assistant Curate from July 2020

Mrs Wendy Buxton Churchwarden 
Mr Daniel Njenje Churchwarden 

Mr Simon Capey Treasurer 
Mrs Christine Smith Secretary 

Ms Madelaine Fielden Deanery Synod from APCM 2020
Mrs June Knowles Deanery & Diocesan Synod
Mrs Shirley Williams Deanery Synod until APCM 2020
Mrs Karen Wood Deanery Synod 

Mr Paul Betts
Mrs Jacqueline ClarkMinutes Secretary
Mr Christopher Lindsey from APCM 2020
Miss Dorothy Martin from APCM 2020
Miss Martha Parkhurst
Ms Janice Shepherd until APCM 2020
Mrs Christine Spence from APCM 2020
Miss Dee Stoten
Mrs Angela Turner from APCM 2020

Review of the Year

For the first three months of 2020, Fr Brett was on sabbatical 
and we are enormously grateful to the priests of the Deanery, 
along with Fr John-Francis Friendship and Southwark Cathedral 
for helping ensure the pattern of Sunday and Wednesday 
Eucharistic worship was able to continue during that time. The 



churchwardens took on numerous extra responsibilities, not 
least in terms of fielding telephone calls and emails, during his 
absence. Their work was invaluable in helping things carry on 
as normal, and was not without its burdens. Only the final two 
weeks of the sabbatical needed to be cut, which considering 
everything that went on in 2020 was remarkable.
Nothing else that happened in 2020 was unaffected by the 
Covid-19 pandemic. The beginning of a national lockdown in 
March and the ban, not only on gathering in church for worship,
but even on priests entering church, shaped our life together 
for some months, with effects which continue. 

The congregation responded positively to the question about 
the live-streaming of the Eucharist on Sundays, and as a result 
Fr Brett learned numerous new technological skills, and created
an oratory in the Vicarage dining room. From here, our Sunday 
Eucharist was streamed until it was finally permitted for priests 
to re-enter church to stream from there. Holy Week and Easter 
were dramatically different from normal, but were still 
observed. Initially solo, and slowly with permission granted to 
some assistants, this pattern continued until congregational 
worship was allowed again in July. It was also good that the use 
of Zoom enabled members of the congregation to “gather” 
after the Eucharist during the lockdowns and to enjoy some 
socializing in place of what would normally have happened in 
the church hall. 

The live-streaming of the Parish Eucharist continued when 
churches re-opened, and this looks to become, if not 
permanent, then at least a long-term part of our offering. 
Initially on Twitter until this became technically unreliable, we 
moved to streaming on Facebook Live, which was much more 
successful and usually provided a surprisingly good quality. 
Occasional technical problems notwithstanding, live-streaming 
has proved a very positive thing, enabling those who are 
shielding or unwell to continue to feel connected; at the same 
time it also seems to have attracted a much more scattered 
following of virtual worshippers. 

Changes to Christmass worship were also necessary. The 
Children’s Nativity and Christingle was offered as an online only
pre-recorded Nativity worship. Lessons and Carols and Midnight



Mass were open to pre-booked (free) ticket holders, and 
Christmass morning was open to all. This pattern worked well, 
and the mix of worship with both live and recorded music was 
valued by all who joined in both in person and online.

Staff and administration
Beyond the pandemic, but also affected by it, was the arrival of 
Daniel Wyman from the College of the Resurrection, Mirfield as 
our assistant curate in the summer. With ordinations 
postponed, he joined us at Petertide as a licensed lay assistant,
and began pastoral ministry and visiting as lockdown conditions
eased and made being in other people’s gardens and homes 
possible. He was ordained to the diaconate in September at a 
socially-distanced ordination liturgy at our Cathedral. Fr Dan’s 
contribution to parish life and worship has already begun to 
make its mark, not only with his contribution as a gifted singer, 
but in the pastoral work he undertakes. 

Alan Wilson’s ministry as Director of Music continued 
throughout the two lockdowns of 2020, and the other periods 
between and around these. We are immensely grateful to Alan 
for the creative way he has enabled us to continue to enjoy 
exceptional music and for the unimaginably countless 
additional hours he has put into the work of making music as 
good as it possibly can be, in a mix of pre-recorded and live 
offerings. Holy Trinity is almost certainly in a small minority of 
parishes to have been able to offer lockdown worship with high 
quality music. It has made an immense difference to our ability 
to engage with the Eucharist and to feel some sense of 
familiarity in the midst of a bizarre season. 

During 2020 we also welcomed Annie Wanjohi to the parish. 
Annie, who lived in the studio flat and worked as our verger 
over ten years ago, is now studying for the priesthood at St 
Augustine’s College, and is with us on placement for the two 
years of her training. One of the sadnesses of lockdown was 
that we had no opportunity to say our farewells to Bisi Akano-
Adesoye, whose time as our placement ordinand concluded in 
the summer. But we extended our love and prayers to her as 
she was ordained at the same time as Fr Daniel, and began her 
curacy in the Thamesmead Team.



Study and Spirituality 
The only provision that was able to continue in 2020 was 
Wellspring, which met via Zoom, and has continued to offer 
space for prayer, reflection and silence. 

Mission and Community
It was decided not to extend our contract with Greenwich 
Citizens when the period ended in March. This trial, which was 
entered in partnership with St Luke’s Eltham Park, concluded, 
but our decision was to continue to seek ways of engaging with 
the wider community, as much as possible in conjunction with 
St Luke’s. 

All work in schools was cancelled during the pandemic, so the 
usual provision of assemblies and seasonal worship in church 
did not take place. 

The Greenwich Winter Night Shelter was supported, as in 
previous years, by a diverse and sizeable team from our 
congregation at the beginning of the year. However, Covid 
meant that alternative arrangements needed to be made for 
the winter of 2020/21, and the night shelters did not re-start at 
the end of the year. The Foodbank, based on the Avery Hill 
estate, continued to receive our support, although this was 
through direct cash donations during the year and a generous 
collection (over £500) in lieu of produce at Harvest Festival. The
demands on the Foodbank have only increased, so that 
assistance remains an essential provision in our community.

The Area Dean took pastoral responsibility for funerals in the 
parish during Fr Brett’s sabbatical. Despite the health crisis of 
the year, the number of funerals conducted during the rest of 
2020 numbered 14. No marriages were celebrated, and 5 
children were baptized.
  
PCC Business
More grant applications were made for the lighting scheme. 
Unfortunately, none of these was successful. We had, however, 
reached the point where doing nothing about the lighting was 
no longer a responsible option. With c. £30,000 generously 
donated and fund-raised so far, the PCC made the decision to 
explore a pared-down lighting design and to withdraw money 



from a reserve account. By reducing the cost of the scheme 
from c. £95,000 to £60,000, this was possible. The lighting 
designers and our appointed architect were extremely helpful, 
and the Diocesan Advisory Committee and Chancellor 
thoroughly supportive; this meant we did not need to re-
commence the whole faculty process. By the end of the year 
we were able to proceed with a firm booking for the works, 
which were due to begin early in 2021. 

The PCC continues to aspire to being financially self-supporting 
and to paying the costs of having a full-time incumbent. (As Fr 
Daniel is in training, his stipend and pension costs are paid by 
the Church Commissioners.) In 2020, this aspiration had to be 
balanced against the reality that our income had suffered 
several major blows, not least as a result of Covid-19 and the 
loss of hall rental income, plus the loss in 2019 of the before 
and after-school club. The savings we were making and the cuts
made to expenditure helped but did not negate the reduction in
income. The decision was made therefore that we reluctantly 
could not increase our pledge for 2021, but we were unwilling 
to reduce it, and so pledged to keep the figure at £75,600, 
which would involve using our reserves. Reserves are, of 
course, “rainy day” money, and the present crisis clearly fits 
that category. It felt irresponsible, ungenerous and selfish to 
make other parishes pick up our slack when we had some 
resources we could use to contribute ourselves. 

Again, because of the issues around the pandemic and the 
reduced numbers of people able to come to worship, our annual
stewardship review was not held, although the PCC remains 
aware that this will need to happen in 2021 if we are to look 
ahead with vision rather than pessimism.

The Diocese has similarly been struggling with finances, and 
during the year approached Fr Brett about the rental income 
from the two Vicarage flats, and the parish’s provision of 59a 
rent-free to a curate. An examination of the circumstances 
around the legal position with the flats was provided, following 
research through paperwork and correspondence from the late 
1980s. The situation can be summarized:



 1867 the land grant was made with a reverter clause that 
should the property not be used for Church purposes all 
would revert to the Crown.

 1976 the status of the flats was unchanged when other 
property changes were made. 

 1998/99 There was extended correspondence between Fr 
Mike Harrison and the Diocese resulting in the agreement 
that the incumbent was the Landlord and income would go
to the Landlord/ Parish. Internal repairs of the flats are the 
responsibility of the Parish and the Diocese has a statutory
duty to maintain the external structure.

 59A was available for housing a Curate without 
contribution to the Diocese. 

 Archives, and copies of letters and paperwork are filed in 
the Vicarage. 

In Memoriam
During 2020 we commended some present and former 
parishioners to resurrection life: Rebecca Spinks, Polly Hay, 
Dorothy Puttick, Susan Pardoe and Nicholas Towey. May God 
grant each of them the light and peace he promises in Christ’s 
resurrection.














































