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• To explore viable options to ensure our two Chapels of Ease can be i;,ermanent resources for the
residents of Goosey & Hatford for todays, and future generations

At the 2022 APCM, I also said that: "I am increasingly convinced that as a church family, to gather 
together in deeper Fellowship, our various congregations and ages, we should explore: -

• a Communal Way (Aka Rule) of Life
• a Communal Pattern of Prayer, and for each member who wants one,
• a Soul Mentor (someone in the church who you meet with 2/3 times a year to explore how they are doing
developing their faith and prayer life."

These latter explorations will be looked at in depth in 2024, where the church's annual focus shall be 
on the 'Ancient Christian Disciplines' , using Practising The Way, by John Mark Comer and other 
resources. 

Throughout 2023, we have rejoiced at the steady numbers of worshippers at both Chapels of Ease. 
At All Saints Church, Goosey, a dedicated and welcoming team provide light refreshments from 
5, I 5pm, ahead of the monthly 6pm Evening Service, led by Licensed Lay Minister, Veronica Buxton. 
The Christian hospitality and developing community is evident, and there is now a strong core group 
of villagers who attend regularly, as well as some from Stanford and other churches in the deanery, 
who are welcome. Goosey Chapel has significant building works needed to be done due to the 
structural movements caused by the clay soil on which it is built. During 2023, the PCC's Surveyor 
and Structural Engineer visited the chapel and wrote a report with recommendations for action. A 
small team, led by recently elected church warden, Michelle Sinclair, has worked hard to liaise with 
the Oxford Diocese, Diocesan Advisory Committee with a view to works bring carried out in 2024, 
after fundraising. 

At St George, Hatford, the village and church community were saddened by the death of church 
stalwart, Mrs Pam Speed, who has been at the heart of village and church life for decades. However, 
thanks to the dedication and practical help of Mrs Alison Pierazzini, and John and Anne Baylis, 
Hatford's monthly 6pm Book of Common Prayer Evensong continues to be well attended. Thanks to 
an annual grant from the HatfordVillage Committee, the electricity and insurance costs of St George 
are covered. 

October 8 saw the first birthday of Denys@4, the weekly informal service aimed at families with 
crafts, activities, and a core base of worship, prayer, bible and fellowship. This has become a popular 
service. During 2023 a wide variety of Bible themes were covered, including the 'I Am' statements of 
Jesus, the Parables, and the Care For The Family ParenTalk course, and the CPAS evangelistic START 
course were run at 4pm. As a result, two Denys@4 members have asked to be confirmed and 
others are considering. 

Denys@4 has seen around 20/25 adults and children attending weekly during the year, with a 
further 30 being 'on the fringe' , and attending less frequently. The families the PCC has aimed this 
service at have no/little previous church, or faith involvement, and so the cultural shift towards a 
weekly service is a big jump for many. However, at least three core families have made that move in 
the first year which has been a real encouragement. 

The core planning team is myself as vicar, Yvette and Steve Upton and Jeanette Gill. We have been 
helped greatly by practical support from Natasha Belcher and Peter Gill and it has been a joy to see 
this new community develop. In terms of church growth research, one year on is still 'scattering 
seed' and seeing 'early roots' start to grow. But a solid foundation has been laid, and with the active 
prayerful support and encouragement from all our Parish's Christian community, I believe the 
investment the PCC has made into families, first with Messy Church, and now with Denys@4 will 
see even more fruit in the years to come. The new Stanford Village Festival Task Group and key 
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helpers are mainly members of, or connected to, Denys@4. It is good to see this infant church 
congregation taking wider responsibility, like previous generations before them. 

The IO I Sam Parish Holy Communion Service has continued to draw around 20-25 faithful 
members each week On March 6, the Coronation of King Charles Ill took place in 
Westminster Abbey. Along with most of the CofE parishes across the country, the following day we 
used liturgy provided by the Archbishops of Canterbury and York to commemorate the occasion 
and to pray for our new Monarch and the Royal Family. During 2023, our village Uniformed 
organisations were invited to parade and attend at a special St George's Day service in church, 
which was appreciated - though the leaders said they struggled to find young members available on 
Sunday mornings - which backs up our own research several years ago and hence, the reason why 
our families service was timed at 4pm. Culturally now, Sunday mornings are simply not the best 
time to for young families to attend worship due to sports, shopping and other family activities. 

A group from St Denys had a fruitful weekend at Lee Abbey in October and, in 2023, to try to 
increase communication and prayer, we trialled some Network evenings where leaders of various 
ministries would share latest news, then attendees would go into small groups to pray. After a large 
turnout for the first one, the second one was attended by just me and three others. The PCC will 
review this as part of a major Communications Audit planned for 2024. In my IO years here, I have 
tried three times to gather the whole church to pray outside of Sunday services, but each time, after 
a well-attended first meeting, numbers drop. I am convinced the bible clearly shows a link between 
God's blessing and provision to prayer, earnestly seeking His will and spending time in His presence. 
It is an area of our church's life I hope we can develop as part of our 2024 'Christian Disciplines' 
focus. 

The church's relationship with Stanford in the Vale CofE (VC) Primary School continues to 
flourish. In addition to a weekly team providing an 'Open The Book' Collective Worship (CW) on a 
Tuesday afternoon, I lead a weekly Thursday afternoon CW, specifically focussing on the major 
Christian Festivals (at the request of the headteacher) and seeking to share a Christian worldview 
with the children. I am regularly asked by teachers of various classes if the children can visit St 
Denys, and for me to share with them resources and information to help them think through 
questions such as 'The role of the church in the life of the village', and 'why and how Christians 
worship?', and to use the physical elements such as the Font, Pulpit, Organ and the High Table and 
East Window stained glass windows to explain the elements of Christian worship and with the latter, 
the gospel. The school also comes to St Denys each year for its Mothers' and Fathers' Day services, 
Easter, Harvest, Remembrance and Christmas services/events - including major school productions. 
Parents, grandparents, guardians, and others connected with the 204 primary school children attend 
these events, and so throughout the year, St Denys welcomes a huge proportion of the village. 

Post lockdown restrictions, the church has continued its Parish Outreach through the Saturday 
morning Open House, Village Voices, the very popular Afternoon Teas, Women's Breakfasts, our 
Christmas Bazaar and the church's underwriting and organising of the Stanford Village Festival, 
carried out over two days, this year I st and 2nd of July. 2023 was the first Festival under new 
leadership, Janet Warren having retired in 2022 after many decades co-ordinating the event. Karin 
Williams-Kuss, the new Festival Co-ordinator has done an outstanding job of taking over, especially 
with so much institutional memory to be learnt 'on the job'. During PCC meetings we often discuss 
'why' various events and ministries were started many years (or decades) ago, or ask if the original 
need is still there? Or has it been met? Then, how might all our outreach events be more focussed 
in helping people move on in their journey of faith? and, how can we provide opportunities for 
parishioners to hear the gospel, and then be given an opportunity to respond? Towards the end of 
2023, the PCC started to look at how we might start to reach a whole swath of parishioners for 
whom 'church' is irrelevant, and who never attend worship, except for funerals. The prayerful 
discussion is ongoing. 
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