
 Parish of GREAT BURSTEAD with RAMSDEN CRAYS

Tuesday 27  th   May 2025 at Great Burstead Church at 7.30pm  

AGENDA
Opening prayers.

ANNUAL MEETING OF PARISHIONERS

1. Welcome and apologies for absence.
2. Approval of Minutes of previous meeting held on 19th May 2024.(see page 2)
3. Election of Churchwardens
4. Closure of Annual Meeting of Parishioners

                  
ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING

1 Welcome and apologies for absence

2 Notification of any items to be included under AOB.

3 Approval of Minutes of previous APCM held on 19th May 2024. (pages 3 + 3a)

4 Matters arising from above Minutes.

5 Appointment of Tellers (2)

6 Churchwarden’s Report  (page 4)

7 Annual Report of the PCC (pages 5, 5a + 6)

8 Electoral Roll Officer’s Report

9 Election of Parochial Church Council (PCC) Members – 3 PCC members for 3 years.  [The 
new PCC will meet briefly, immediately after the APCM]

10 Election of Deputy Representatives to Churches Together in Billericay.

11 Treasurer’s Report and  Accounts – separate document

12 Appointment of an Independent Examiner

13 Basildon Deanery Synod Report  (page 7)

14 Reports of Church and Community Activities/Organisations  (from page 8)

15 Any Other Business (i.e. any issues to be brought to the attention of the PCC)

16 Vicar’s Report  (page 16)

Closing Prayers

(All are welcome to print the attached reports of our Church & Parish activities and to bring 
these with you if you intend to come to the above Annual Meetings)
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Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Parishioners (AMP)
held on Sunday 19th May 2024 at 10.55am.

Present:  Fr Michael Hall (Chair) and 26 other parishioners.

Action
1 Welcome and opening prayer from Fr. Michael Hall.

2 Apologies for absence   Dean and Emma Glackin, Brenda Munns and 
Thom Simons.

3 Approval of Minutes of previous meeting held on 21st May 2023.
These Minutes had been previously circulated and were proposed as a true 
record by Joy Woods and seconded by Mary Edwards and agreed by those 
present.

4 Election of Churchwardens
Only two nominations had been received prior to the start of this meeting:-
Fola Olukoya – Proposed by Mary Edwards / Seconded by Joy Woods.
Nigel Blore – Proposed by Mary Edwards / Seconded by Joy Woods.
There being no other nominations, Fola and Nigel were duly appointed as 
our Churchwardens for the forthcoming year.  Fr. Michael congratulated both
upon their appointment, but before closing the meeting, he paid tribute to the
work achieved by our previous and sole Churchwarden, Mary Edwards, and 
thanked her for her remarkable effort in keeping the Parish afloat despite 
having to continue as Treasurer and having to cope with some health issues.
All present responded with warm applause.

Meeting closed at 11.02am.
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Minutes of the Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) 
held on Sunday 19th May 2024 at 11.05am.

Present:  Fr Michael Hall (chair) and 26 other parishioners.
Action

1 Welcome – Those present were welcomed to this meeting by Fr. Michael.   
Apologies for absence were received from Dean and Emma Glackin,   
Brenda Munns and Thom Simons.

2 Notification of any items to be included under AOB – none
3 Approval of Minutes for previous APCM held on 21st May 2023.  These 

were proposed by Mary Latham and seconded by Jeanne Wiggins and 
accepted by those in attendance.

4 Matters arising from the Minutes of the previous APCM - none
5 Appointment of Tellers – Mary Edwards and Jeanne Wiggins volunteered 

in case of need.
6 Churchwarden’s report – This was circulated prior to the meeting. There 

were no questions and Mary was thanked for her report.
7 Annual Report of the PCC – Again, this report was circulated prior to the 

meeting and there were no queries or requests for clarification from the floor.
Peter Furness was thanked for his work in compiling the report.

8 Electoral Roll Officer’s report – Fola Olukoya advised the numerical 
changes in the Roll since last year and resulting from the revision of the Roll 
that was recently completed. Overall, there were 4 names deleted and 2 
added, making a new total of 66 names. Of these, 31(47%) were resident in 
the Parish and 35 (53%) were non-resident. Fola was thanked for his report..

9 Election of Parochial Church Council (PCC) members.  This meeting’s 
agenda anticipated 4 vacancies, but Fr. Michael pointed out that as Fola was
already an elected member of the PCC and that by becoming Churchwarden
he would now have ex-officio status, we now had 5 vacancies to fill. The 
following written nominations were received::-
Dean Glackin – proposed by Mary Edwards / Seconded by Joy Woods. 
Emma Glackin – proposed by Mary Edwards / Seconded by Joy Woods. 
Brenda Munns – proposed by Carol Simons / Seconded by Thom Simons. 
Carol Simons – proposed by Brenda Munns / Seconded by Thom Simons. 
Thom Simons – proposed by Martyn Heald / Seconded by Kathy Heald. 
There were no other nominations from the floor and the above 5 named were
accepted to fill the five vacancies.

10 Election of Churches Together in Billericay Deputy Representatives.
Both Margaret Flack and Mary Lazarus offered to continue to represent our 
interests as and when needed and they were accepted by all present.

11 Treasurer’s Report and Accounts
Mary Edwards reported with regret that she had not yet managed to 
complete the accounts, but that these should be finalised shortly when they 
will then be submitted for examination.  Therefore this meeting will be 
adjourned and re-constituted at a later date for the presentation of the 
accounts and the Treasurer’s report.
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                                                           ----------------continued-----------------

Appointment of Independent Examiner
As our Independent Examiner has not yet been contacted, this item will also 
be included when this meeting is reconvened.

13 Basildon Deanery Synod Report
This was circulated before the meeting and its content noted. There were no 
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questions and Peter Furness was thanked for his report.
14 Reports of Church and community activities were all circulated prior to 

the meeting and there were no comments.

15 AOB – no items were submitted.

16 Vicar’s report – Fr Michael referred to his written report that had been 
circulated prior to the meeting and wished to emphasise his thanks to all who
had contributed to the work of our Church and for their prayers and support 
to him during the last year. He pointed out that his working routines would be
very different during the next year with the additional need to give pastoral 
leadership to the members and parishioners of St. Nicholas, Laindon.  (Mary 
Edwards informed the meeting that the suspension of the Parish by the 
Diocese will now be lifted and that this would result in Fr. Michael’s title being
changed from ‘Priest in Charge’ to ‘Vicar’)

Fr. Michael adjourned the meeting with a prayer at 11.15am.
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Churchwardens’ Report 2024

The organ was finally operational by Easter.
Following a request by the Archdeacon of Southend for plurality with St Nicholas Laindon, whose 
rector had left, Fr Michael was licensed as Vicar of Great Burstead and Rector of Laindon in 
October.
At the same time Revd Karen White was licensed as Associate Priest in both parishes, working on
a part-time basis, and will regularly take Sunday services, funerals, and other appropriate 
services.  
Mary Edwards retired as Churchwarden and was replaced by Fola Olukoya and Nigel Blore who 
were installed at a Deanery Service in church by the outgoing Archdeacon of Southend, Ven. Mike
Power.
The Church Hall was renovated in the Autumn after a competitive tender exercise.
There were 2 Christingle services on Christmas Eve, both extremely well attended, and where, 
together with the proceeds from the Mothers’ Union Carol Service, £600 was collected for the 
Children’s Society.
The Carol Service and Midnight Mass both had good congregations.
There were summer and autumn fund raising events, and a Sky Dive was carried out by the owner
of the pre and post school club which meets in the Church Hall, in aid of the Tower and Spire 
repair appeal.
There was also a well-attended concert by talented local musicians.

During the year, we took possession of a digital machine to allow donations from Church members
and visitors. There is also a facility to allow payments to be made by scanning a QR code on the 
Pewsheet and website. 

The cracks in the north-east buttress of the church were filled just before Christmas and we await 
the long term effects, hoping that the work has resolved the problem.

It is hoped that the weathervane can be restored to the spire and that the other necessary repairs 
following the 2022 storm, can be carried out in the spring or summer of 2025. 

The church grounds were again kept in immaculate order, and the Glebe Field under control, by 
Derek Oakley, Paul Butterworth and others, to whom we owe our deep gratitude.

Nigel Blore  & Fola Olukoya - Churchwardens                                        
January 2025
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  Annual Report of the Great Burstead with Ramsden Crays PCC
for the year ending 31  st   December 2024  

The PCC has the responsibility of co-operating with the incumbent Vicar, Fr. Michael Hall, in providing for 
this parish the whole mission of the Church – pastoral, evangelistic, social and ecumenical.  We have been 
grateful for all that Fr. Michael has achieved for us and we have also valued the willing assistance of Fr. 
Peter Clark, a retired priest, when his health has allowed him to participate.  As from 1st October we were 
able to welcome Revd. Karen White when she was officially appointed to help in the arrangements for the 
new shared ministry with St. Nicholas’, Laindon.      

The PCC also has maintenance responsibilities for the church and church hall at Great Burstead, as well as 
the burial ground at Ramsden Crays where interments continue.  However, the churchyard at Great 
Burstead is operated on a ‘closed’ basis and its upkeep and maintenance is ultimately the responsibility of 
the local council, although we continue to value a small team of volunteers to help attend to immediate 
needs and a tribute to their work appears in the concurrent report issued by our Churchwardens. 

Safeguarding – the need to protect everyone’s well-being, especially for children and vulnerable adults, 
and helping all to live free from harm, abuse and neglect – rightly continues to receive a high profile of 
awareness.  Our policy and its implementation are considered at every PCC meeting.  Dean Glackin, who 
was appointed as our Safeguarding Officer from 2023, has good knowledge of the rules and regulations 
through significant experience in his secular employment. He became a member of our PCC in 2024 and we
are pleased to have his level of expertise readily available at our meetings.    

The post-pandemic procedures and routines that became established in 2023 were largely followed in 
2024.  Most of our committee meetings were held using the zoom technology for a more efficient use of 
time and to save on unnecessary travel.  However, all PCC meetings continued to be held in church and in 
person. For the past years of 2022 and 2023 I have had to report on a significant decline in numbers 
attending our normal Sunday services, but I am pleased to say that numbers stabilised in 2024 and showed 
a marginal increase over 2023.  Attendance at services held to celebrate Christmas and Easter 
demonstrated continuing good support. 

In June we held a ‘Food and Flower’ weekend which was a departure from the traditional fete that has 
been held in past years.  Food was the focus in the Church Hall whilst flower displays adorned and 
enhanced the beauty of our church.  Once again we thank Alison Ingleby for her organising skills and for all 
who took part and helped to make the occasion a social and financial success. A full report by Alison 
appears alongside our other reports that are attached.
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                                                                                              ......................continued.........................

As foreshadowed in my report last year, the plans by Diocese to impose a shared ministry of our parish of 
Great Burstead (GB) with that of St. Nicholas, Laindon, (L) upon Fr. Michael were formally implemented on 
1st October with Fr. Michael being licensed as Vicar of GB and Rector of L.  Also licensed was Revd. Karen 
White as an Associate Priest to both parishes and we very much welcome her as an addition to the clergy 
team.  It is intended that both parishes will continue to be administered independently of each other i.e. 
separate PCCs, Officers, Accounts, etc., although there will be some overlap in holding joint courses and 
services on special occasions in our liturgical calendar.  The shared oversight has also resulted in shared 
costs of stipendiary ministry and our contributions toward the Parish Share have now been reduced by 
circa £2k per month.  
      
We remain grateful to our Treasurer, Mary Edwards, for continuing to manage our financial transactions 
despite her ill health and many other commitments.  As mentioned above, our outgoings have eased 
considerably due to the reduction in our Parish Share, but energy costs remain high and it is of concern 
that our Planned Giving income continues to fall.  

The PCC
Members of the PCC are either ex-officio, elected, or co-opted, in accordance with the Church 
Representation Rules.  The PCC usually meets 6 times a year and a list of its members for this year appears 
below:-
Ex-officio Members -
Revd. Michael Hall - Vicar and Chair of the PCC.
Revd. Karen White – Associate Priest (from 01.10.24)
Nigel Blore – Vice-chair of PCC, Churchwarden (from 19.05.24) and member of Dean. Synod.
Fola Olukoya – Churchwarden (from 19.05.24) and Electoral Roll Officer.
Mary Edwards – Churchwarden (up to 19.05.24) PCC Treasurer and member of Dioc. Synod.
Peter Furness – PCC Secretary and member of Deanery Synod.
Elected Members during the year - 
Caroline Blore 
Dean Glackin  (from 19.05.24) and Parish Safeguarding Officer.
Emma Glackin  (from 19.05.24)      
Carole Heywood
Colin Heywood   
Mary Lazarus 
Brenda Munns (from 19.05.24)      
Kelly Shearer (up to 19.05.24)
Carol Simons (from 19.05.24)
Thom Simons (from 19.05.24) and Church Hall Manager.
Committees
The PCC is supported by a number of sub-committees, which meet as required between full meetings of 
the PCC.
Standing Committee
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This is the only committee required by law.  It has power to transact business on behalf of the PCC and is 
subject to any specific directions given by the council.  It is composed of the Incumbent, Churchwardens, 
Treasurer, Secretary and appointed members from the PCC, but with a maximum of 7 in all.                            
                                                                                                    ..................continued.................

Church Hall Committee
Attends to all matters relating to the Hall including lettings, maintenance and repairs and financial records. 
Communications Committee
Reviews all Church communications – verbally, in print and on social media platforms.
Social and Events Committee
Plans, organises and advertises Church social occasions and events.
Church Fete Committee
This committee is now disbanded for lack of a permanent chair-person to lead on fundraising events. 
Current activity now merged with Social & Events Committee above.   
Ground Maintenance Team
This is a small team working all year round to maintain the beauty of, and care for our church grounds and 
glebe land.  
Finance Group
Usually meets in November annually, chaired by the Treasurer and recommends the amounts of fees and 
honoraria to be paid by the PCC for the following year. Also recommends to the PCC any donations to be 
made direct from Church funds to Missions and Charities for the current year. This group includes the 
Vicar, Churchwardens and appointed members from the PCC.

The love of Christ is our motivation for all that we set out to achieve and we encourage others to join us in 
the practical outworking of the many and small routine tasks that support our work of making Christ 
known to all who live and work in our parish, as well as to our many visitors who attend our regular and 
occasional services.  Our work is essentially a shared task and a warm welcome awaits all who wish to 
volunteer to lend a hand.  All offers of assistance will always be appreciated and gratefully received.

Peter Furness
PCC Secretary.
January 2025.
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BASILDON DEANERY REPORT for 2024

Revd. Jonathan Evens (JE), Rector of Wickford Team Ministry, continues to be our Area Dean and our 
meetings were either chaired by him or Christine Coe, our Deanery Lay Chair.  Other officers of note are the
Secretary - Marion Marshall and the Treasurer – our own Mary Edwards.  One of the Assistant Area Deans 
is our own Fr. Michael Hall.  Elected representatives from our parish during last year were Nigel Blore and 
Peter Furness. (Mary Edwards also attends as an ex-officio member due to her being elected to Diocesan 
Synod)

Apart from the normal business at each meeting which regularly involves a financial commentary on 
contributions to the Parish Share and the exchanging of news and experiences from all the parishes, each 
meeting usually has at least one main theme which is usually supported by an invited speaker.  There are 
normally four meetings each year.

The meeting on 6th February was devoted to administrative updates and was held at Christ Church, 
Billericay, when JE gave an update on the construction of a Deanery website to bring all information 
regarding Deanery Parishes together.  JE confirmed that this year a grant of £5,000 had been given by 
Diocese from their Mission Opportunities Fund (MOF) for the employment of consultants to advise on 
Mission direction and effectiveness within individual parishes.
                                                            
The meeting on 16th May was held at St. Martin’s, Basildon, at which Michaela Southworth , Chief 
Executive Officer for Chelmsford Diocese gave a presentation about the contribution made by churches to 
Parish Share and how vital it was for the current level of giving to be maintained and increased wherever 
possible.  Diocese is currently absorbing significant deficits in their budgeting, but she emphasised that this 
cannot be regarded as a sustainable way forward in the future.  Another speaker at the meeting was Sarah 
Rogers, who was one of the designated consultants brought in to examine possible improvements in Mission
for individual parishes and which was an initiative introduced at the Synod’s last meeting (see above).   A 
number of consultants are now available for parishes to approach and to receive the benefit of their advice.  

The next meeting was held on 24th September at St. Chad’s, Vange at which Martin Eudon and Alan Moss 
from the Gregory Centre gave an entertaining joint presentation on Leadership and Missional Development. 
It was an insight into the psychological aspects of Mission and making observations upon how the standard 
format in Missionary approach can be enlivened and made smarter through a better understanding of how 
certain outcomes can be achieved through careful planning of input.  
 
The final meeting of the year was held on 21st November at St. John’s, Billericay and at which the guest 
speaker was Beccy Hills who is one of two Parish Giving Advisors based at Diocese.  Her presentation 
included the many ways in which giving can be made and received and included the success of the Parish 
Giving method and also included benefits from the more recent introduction of cashless transactions via 
cards and mobile phones.  The meeting also bade farewell to Revd. Steve Lissenden who is shortly to move 
from the Wickford Team Ministry to being Rector of Hullbridge, Rawereth and Rettenden, as well as Priest-
in-Charge of Hockley.  
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Peter Furness – An elected Parish Representative.          

Food & Flower Event – weekend 15 & 16 June 2024

A new event to replace the traditional fete was organised over a weekend in June.

In the church hall, on the Saturday, food was on offer including a generous portion of Ploughman’s
Lunch and vegan/vegetarian alternatives.  A long table of cakes was beautifully displayed with the 
usual refreshments.  The Grand Draw was organised again and well supported.

The church was decorated during the previous week ready for the opening on the Saturday.  
Several creative displays were placed around the church, such as on window ledges, chandeliers, 
ancient baptism font, choir pews, around the pillars and on tables.  Real flowers were woven into 
displays and many were donated from friend’s gardens.

Church members volunteered their time to build the displays and particular contributions came 
from South Green WI, South Green Brownies, South Green Infant School and Human Kind Cafe.  
There were short performances of show tunes from a volunteer’s young friend, Sheridan, in both 
the church and hall that went down well.

The church was open on the Sunday by volunteers and over 30 people visited, looked around, 
many sat, had refreshments and cake and chatted together.  There were many complimentary 
comments that included about the beautiful church and how they enjoyed the displays.

Overall, the income from the weekend was approximately £3000. 

Alison Ingleby

Church Cleaning Report

The pattern of weekly cleaning continued throughout 2024. There are currently 12 people on the rota who 
work in pairs, but additional volunteers are always welcome to join the team! 

I would like to thank everyone who has helped with the church cleaning during the year.

 
Jo Hall
Church Cleaning Coordinator
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Readers and Intercessors

Readers

Listed below are those who were available and able to read scriptural passages for our Sunday services 
during 2024

8.00am 9.30am
Kathy Heald Dorothy Barber
Martyn Heald Caroline Blore
Colin Heywood Nigel Blore
Anne Rudkins Margaret Flack

Jo Hall
Carole Heywood
Colin Heywood
Mary Latham
Jim Mills
John Ward
Jeanne Wiggins
Joy Woods

Intercessors

Listed below are those who volunteered in leading prayers for our 9.30am services during 2024
           Margaret Flack
           Jo Hall
           Carole Heywood
           Joy Woods

I wish to thank all those who have continued their commitment to read and/or to lead in prayer for our
corporate worship, including the members of the Mothers’ Union on the first Sunday monthly. The monthly
contribution to readings and prayers by Carole and Colin is also greatly appreciated and we welcome Carol
Simons as an addition to our team as from 2025, as well as Joy Woods who will be able to contribute more
regularly in future. We were very sorry to have to lose Dorothy Barber from our team and also Jim Mills,
both during 2024. We are always willing to welcome new readers and especially any who feel able to lead in
prayer to provide for a richer variety in the composition and delivery of prayers.  If anyone would like to
read or to lead in prayer, he or she will be warmly welcomed and advice and guidance will always be readily
available if needed. Anyone wishing to help in this way should speak with either Fr. Michael or me.

                                                                                                                                                       Peter Furness
March  2025
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Communications Committee

The committee convened approximately four times during the previous year. All meetings were conducted 
via Zoom, allowing members to participate remotely.

During the sessions, the committee focused on several key areas related to the church's outreach and 
communication strategies. The main topics included:

 Church's website
 Social media presence
 Pew sheet
 Posters
 Newsletters
 Parish finder page

I want to thank all the committee members for their contributions and efforts throughout the year. Their 
dedication was crucial in addressing the various aspects of the church's communication.

As the committee looks ahead, there is an awareness that adjustments may be necessary to enhance 
collaboration with Laindon parish. This consideration indicates a willingness to adapt and improve this 
committee's effectiveness in serving the community.

Fr Michael

Church Flowers

In March 2024 our flower team doubled in number as thankfully Brenda Munns agreed to join me to 
arrange the flowers within the church!  Between the two of us we have produced arrangements for all the 
major Church festivals throughout the year.

In June 2024 the church held a flower festival which involved quite a significant amount of work for us. We 
were extremely grateful to the congregation for their help in putting the festival together.  We did hope to 
have more fresh flowers for this festival, but relied heavily on donations from members' gardens and also 
the money donated by the congregation in memory of loved ones. With the money we were able to buy 
fresh and faux flowers and we were also able to make an arrangement to remember loved ones for the All 
Souls’ service.  
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I wish to give a big thank you to the Mothers’ Union who each year enhance the church flowers by the 
decoration of the windowsills for our Harvest Festival celebration.

Carol Simons
March 2025.

Churchyard Maintenance Team 2024

During 2024, the Churchyard Maintenance Team (Paul Butterworth, Roy Rudland, Colleen Spooner – 
occasionally assisted by husband Eddie - and myself) worked hard to keep the Church and Hall grounds 
well-tended.  Unfortunately, Roy had to move temporarily to Croydon during the latter part of the year and 
his help was greatly missed.   We are very much looking forward to his return to Billericay in 2025 when he 
hopes to rejoin the Team.   Margaret Flack has been regularly looking after the small garden by the car park
– with a small group of helpers, doing their bit from time to time.   

Members of the Team usually attend once or twice a week to work on the grounds, (although Colleen visits 
several times a week in order to pick up debris and also keep the drains and gulleys around the Church 
clear).   The Garden Machinery also has to work hard, but we are managing to keep it going, although the 
ride on mower needs some more extensive treatment at its next service as the reverse drive is almost non-
existent.    We keep the Churchwarden and PCC advised of any problems or potential concerns.   In this 
respect, the Churchwardens/PCC arranged for the brambles at the rear of the Garden Shed (housing the 
machinery) to be cut back as they were forcing their way into the shed itself, and the felt on the shed roof 
has also now been renewed – so hopefully, we will have no more rain coming in!

The wooden ramp to the Garden Shed finally rotted and had to be removed.  With some ingenuity, we 
made up a temporary ramp, using pallets and planks and some rubber “kerb wedges” and this arrangement
has worked surprisingly well.   However, Paul has kindly offered to build a new concrete ramp for us and we
are hoping that this can be done during 2025.

We are still managing to keep the grass in the top half of the Glebe Field reasonably short so that it is 
available for use when required.  We are not able to cut the lower half of the Field as the machinery cannot 
cope, but the lower part of the Field did produce some lovely wild flowers and it seems to be a haven for 
some wildlife.
  
Unfortunately, one of the two Mayflower Memorial apple trees planted in the southern section of the 
Churchyard, eventually died, despite efforts by the Billericay Tree Wardens and the Team to protect it.   
Consideration is being given to a replacement. 

The leaves are taking a long time for us to clear once Autumn has started.   They fall over a longer period 
and, this year, without Roy, there has been a lot of extra work for us to do.   We will still be collecting leaves
during the early months of 2025.   With the Winter storms and strong winds, we have also been regularly 
collecting branches (big and small) and twigs from across the Churchyard, as well as numerous pine cones
from the Spruce near to the car park.   I know that we are all getting older (I certainly am and I have the 
aches and pains to prove it) and leaf clearing is not now so easy for most of us, but many hands make light 
work, so please help next Autumn/Winter if you can.   The machinery just can’t cope with multiple layers of 
fallen leaves and if we don’t pick them up, the grass underneath will die.  Just collect and take away a 
couple of bags of leaves occasionally and it will be a big help. Thanks.

  
Derek Oakley
Churchyard Maintenance Team
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Social and Events Committee Report

We began the year with a social gathering at the vicarage on 20th January to celebrate Fr Michael’s 10th 
anniversary of starting his ministry at Great Burstead.  Other social events held at the vicarage during the 
year were a well-attended barbecue in the vicarage garden at the end of August. Once again, we were 
blessed with fine weather and it was great that so many church members from St Nicholas, Laindon were 
able to join us. Then to see out the year and welcome in the new, we held a New Year’s Eve party with a 
bring-and-share buffet. On the night, fun was had with a contest of ‘Play Your Cards Right’, fizz to toast the 
New Year and a rendition of auld lang syne as we watched the London fireworks display on the TV.

In June, the Rumatica Rockulele band entertained us with a concert in the church. Our thanks go to Margaret
Flack for organising this. In October, a quiz night was held in the church hall and we thank Susan and Claire
Morley for putting this together. Then in early November, an Autumn Fayre and coffee morning was held in 
the church.  All these events had the added benefit of raising funds for the church.

Our main fund raising and community event was the Food and Flower Event held over a weekend in June, 
which has been covered in more detail in a separate report. A big thank you goes to Alison Ingleby for 
coordinating this.

If anyone has suggestions for future events, please let me or another member of the committee know.

Jo Hall
Member of the Social and Events Committee 

Licenced Lay Assistants at Communion

The following members of the team were available or able to assist at our communion services in 2024 and
we were very grateful for their availability during the year.   

 Margaret Flack                                   Anne Rudkins
 Peter Furness                                      Joy Woods                         
 Jo Hall                                                                                                             
  
We are very grateful to Anne for her continuing and willing support, with some assistance from others, at
our 8.00am services.  We are also grateful to Margaret, our Sacristan, for her regular duty and help at our
9.30am services where she often has to manage on her own. 

We are now very short of available helpers at both of our communion services and one or two additional
volunteers will be most appreciated.  If you feel that you may like to assist us in this ministry, please see Fr.
Michael.  
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                                                                                                                                                      Peter Furness
March 2025.

Church Hall Annual Report 2024

The Manager, Thom Simons, has reported that the relationship with the current tenants, ‘The 
Young Ones’, is working well. They are generally pleased with the facility and are happy with the 
support they are receiving, as was evidenced by the Sky Dive in aid of the Tower and Spire 
repairs.  A revised hiring contract was signed during the year, and is now in effect.

An external refurbishment, carried out after a competitive tender process, was completed, and the 
final invoice has been paid, apart from a small retention to cater for any snagging issues. The cost 
was fully covered by surplus funds accumulated from rental income over past years.

The Hall is more than “paying its way” on a monthly basis, thanks to the weekday tenancy by ‘The 
Young Ones’, mainly for time before and after school hours.

It is not let out for any other non-Church activities, although the tenants recognise that the Church 
is contractually entitled to use it at any reasonable time. The Church itself currently only uses it 
rarely, principally before the Palm Sunday service, at the Summer Event, and for any evening 
events, such as the Quiz Night held in the Autumn of 2024.

A committee has been re-established, and it is intended that meetings will be held twice annually, 
or whenever an urgent issue arises.

I should like to express my thanks to Thom Simons for his diligent stewardship of the Church Hall, 
as its Manager.

Nigel Blore
Chairman, Church Hall Committee

Sacristan’s Report

I would like to thank Anne Rudkins and Peter Furness who serve at 8am Services and Jo Hall and Peter 
Furness who serve with me at 9.30 Services. Thank you also to Peter for serving at Wednesday Services. We 
were very sorry to lose Jim Mills when we changed from 10am. 

Thank you to Mary Edwards who orders supplies and helps change the altar frontals and sets up for 
Services. We are a very small team and would welcome others to join us. 
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Margaret Flack
Sacristan.

Great Burstead Mothers’ Union

In January 2024, I was commissioned as the new Branch Leader of the Great Burstead Mothers’ Union 
branch at a service led by Fr Michael. We were delighted that our Diocesan Vice President, Merrill Knight, 
could join us and we presented gifts to Margaret Flack and thanked her for serving as Branch Leader for 9 
years.

We started the year with 13 members and meet once a month on a Thursday afternoon. At our meetings 
during the year, we enjoyed the following activities: - Nihal Paul gave a talk about his upbringing in India 
and how he connected to the church; we made craft flowers to decorate the church for the Flower Event; 
held our AGM; enjoyed a Strawberry Tea in Mary Nightingale’s garden and a Summer of Hope Garden 
Party in the vicarage garden; held a Harvest service collecting produce for the Billericay food bank; Sheena 
Cope guided us on making handmade Christmas cards and at our Carols and Readings service we were 
entertained by Doreen Potter. All of our meetings start with prayer, have a fund raising raffle and end with 
tea and cake. 

Several members attended the Deanery MU service held at Emmanuel church in October, where we paraded 
our branch banner and passed on the Deanery MU banner (which had been on display at Great Burstead 
church for some time) to the Billericay branch.

During 2024, we made donations to the following Mothers’ Union appeals: - Gifts of Dignity on Mothering 
Sunday (£102), Summer of Hope (£310), the Christmas appeal (£100), English for Women (£30) and AFIA 
(£20). In addition, £128.31 was raised for The Children’s Society at the Carols and Readings.

I would like to thank the committee for their support. In particular, Margaret Flack our Treasurer, Carol 
Simons our Secretary, Sheena Cope for organising the raffles, Mary Nightingale for sending out birthday 
cards and hosting the Strawberry Tea and Mary Lazarus for organising our social lunches that take place 
between meetings.

New members are always welcome and, if you’d like to find out more, please speak to one of our members 
or come along to a meeting.

Jo Hall
Branch Leader
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 Churches Together in Billericay (CTB)

In 2023 two midweek evening Love Billericay Services have been held as well as 
the monthly prayer meetings at the Chantry Centre.

CTB also had a marquee at the Soapbox Derby, organised the Remembrance Day 
Service in the High Street and provided choirs and refreshments at St. Mary’s at the 
Christmas Market. 700 hot drinks were served and £670 was donated.

The Billericay Foodbank moved to Radford Crescent and partnered with Hamelin 
Trust. They support over 100 households a week and encourage them to come to 
the Foodbank to collect their supplies. There are over 75 volunteers and they 
receive regular donations from churches, schools, youth organisations, 
supermarkets and individuals.

Schools Ministry in Billericay (SMB) has continued to work across all school years 
with Bible storytelling and teaching, running lunchtime clubs in 2 Secondary and 4 
Primary schools and supporting staff and students pastorally. In March 900 Primary 
school pupils attended the Life Expo at the Baptist church.

The Street Pastors continue to man the Hub in the High Street and patrol the streets
on Friday evenings. They are supported by the prayer team who meet on Zoom 
those evenings and pray at the Hub once a month. Football pastors attend men’s 
and women’s team games at Billericay Football Club. Listening, caring and cheering
people on is their aim. 

Forging Men has had monthly events including speakers, curry nights and pub 
nights. They raised £560 for the Foodbank at the pubs carol singing and helped 
organise Carols in the Park. 

The Christmas Day Lunch was a great success for 75 people, thanks to the 2 
organisers and many volunteers.Guests were given presents and took food home 
for the next day. It cost £973 but £3,007 was donated, including £1,000 from 
Waitrose.

Margaret Flack and Mary Lazarus
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Vicar's Report for the 2025 Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM)

Great Burstead with Ramsden Crays

In 2024, significant changes occurred within the parish. After serving as Priest in Charge for approximately 
ten years, I transitioned to the role of Vicar due to the Plurality with Laindon. Additionally, Reverend Karen 
White joined us as our Associate Priest, enhancing our ministry team.

To better serve both parishes, we modified our Sunday worship schedule. The services were changed from 
8:00 am and 10:00 am to 8:00 am and 9:30 am. This adjustment allowed for a main Sunday service with a 
Priest officiating at Holy Communion for most services. Furthermore, our Wednesday service time was 
shifted from 9:30 am to 10:00 am, accommodating those who found the Sunday morning change 
challenging.

2024 saw a notable increase in baptisms compared to previous years, likely influenced by the pandemic. 
This trend is viewed positively, indicating a continued desire among families to have their children baptized.
Although the number of weddings decreased, the ceremonies that did take place were joyful celebrations.

Ministering between two parishes presented challenges; however, I maintained my regular pattern of 
pastoral visits, providing care for the sick and elderly and supporting parishioners. We must work 
collaboratively within our plurality to ensure its success.

I encourage all parishioners considering greater involvement in parish life to take the initiative and engage. I
am available for discussions regarding how you can contribute to our community.

I would like to express my gratitude to Nigel and Fola for their invaluable work as Churchwardens. Their 
support has been crucial, and the ministry of the church would not have thrived without their contributions. 
Additionally, I extend my thanks to all PCC members, volunteers, and staff for their dedication and hard 
work. Lastly, I appreciate the congregation of Great Burstead for their unwavering support and commitment 
to our parish.

As we move into the next year, I am optimistic about facing any challenges that may arise. I believe that not 
only will we meet these challenges, but we may also thrive as a community rather than merely survive.

It remains a great privilege to be your parish priest, and it is now a great honour to be your Vicar.

Fr Michael 
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Independent examiner's report to the PCC of St Mary Magdalene Gt Burstead
with Ramsden Crays P.C.C

Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner

Examine the accounts under Section 145 of the 2011 Act;
Follow procedures laid down in general directions given by the Charity Commissioners in 
Section 145 (5)(b) of the 2011 Act; and

State whether particular matters have come to my attention

Basis of independent examiners' report  

Independent examiner's statement

In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention:

1 which gives me reasonable cause to believe that, in any material respect, the requirements:
     
To keep accounting records in accordance with S130 of the 2011 Act; or

To prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records have not been met; or      

2 to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn to order to enable a proper understanding of 
the accounts to be reached.

Ian Rudkins FCA
14 Upland Road
Billericay 
Essex CM12 0JP

Date 30 March 2026

I report on the accounts of the PCC for the year ended 31 December 2024, which are set out on 
pages 1 to 5.

The charity's trustees consider that an audit is not required for this year under section 144(2) of the 
Charities Act 2011 (the 2011 Act) and that an independent examination is need.

It is my responsibility to:

My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions given by the Charity 
Commissioners. An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and 
a comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also includes consideration of any 
unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeking of explanations from the management 
committee concerning any such matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence 
that would be required in a full audit and, consequently, I do not express an opinion on the accounts.

St MARY MAGDALENE GREAT BURSTEAD with Ramsden Crays 
P.C.C.

Accounts for the year ending 31 December 2024



Unrestricted Designated Restricted Endowment Total Prior year

funds funds funds funds funds total funds

Receipts

Donations and legacies 41,942 41,942 36,462 

Income from charitable activities 8,921 13,275 0 22,196 25,838 

Other voluntary income 0 39,340 39,340 2,090 

Investments 8,130 19,543 323 27,997 29,580 

Other income 0 0 1,260 

50,863 21,405 58,883 323 131,475 95,229 

Payments

Raising funds 276 0 276 174 

Expenditure on charitable activities 69,868 79,953 0 149,821 94,384 

Other expenditure

70,144 79,953 0 0 150,097 94,558 

(19,281) (58,547) 58,883 323 (18,622) 671 

Transfers:

19,395 19,395 16,105 

(10,000) (9,395) (19,395) (16,105)

5,500 9,917 578 15,995 21,016 

(19,281) (58,547) 58,883 323 (18,622) 671 

114 (63,047) 59,405 901 (2,627) 21,687 

(802) 188,659 485,872 25,301 699,029 677,341 

(688) 125,612 545,277 26,202 696,403 699,029 

General fund (688) (688) (802)

Children's Fund 1,206 1,206 1,206 

Flower Fund 2,482 2,482 2,482 

Mission Activities - Messy Church 1,604 1,604 1,604 

Hall Fund 11,576 11,576 82,634 

New Church Hall Fund 119 119 113 

James Heman Legacy 106,327 106,327 97,540 

Organ Fund 2,298 2,298 3,080 

Spire Fund 12,160 12,160 2,820 

Church Furnishings Fund 22,237 22,237 22,237 

Capital Fund 430,441 430,441 412,850 

Churchyard Fund 793 793 793 

Church Music Fund 565 565 565 

Church Building Trust Fund 79,081 79,081 46,607 

Tithe Chancel 12,120 12,120 11,534 

Henry Ward 14,082 14,082 13,767 

Fund Totals (688) 125,612 545,277 26,202 696,403 699,029 

Gross transfers between funds - in

St Mary Magdalene Great Burstead PCC
Receipts and Payments Account

For the period from 01 January 2024 to 31 December 2024

Total Receipts

Total Payments

Excess of receipts over payments before transfer

Designated

Restricted

Endowment

Unrestricted

Gross transfers between funds - out

Excess of receipts over payments before other gains

Net movement in funds

Cash at bank and in hand at 1 January

Cash at bank and in hand at 31 December

Gains/losses on investment assets

Reconciliation of funds

Represented by



General 
(Unrestricted)

Designated Restricted Endowment Total
Last 
year

CBF Investment Fund - Tithe Chancel Fund 12,121 12,121 11,534 

CBF Investment Fund - Henry War Fund 14,082 14,082 13,767 

M&G Investments 153,702 153,702 149,796 

M&G Investments - James Henman Legacy 106,327 106,327 97,540 

CCLA Investments  268,689 268,689 262,677 

CCLA Investments Hall Fund 18,945 18,945 56,460 

0 125,271 422,391 26,202 573,865 591,774 

Current Account (688) 10,604 18,597 28,513 15,736 

Deposit account (10,264) 104,289 94,025 91,519 

(688) 340 122,886 122,538 107,255 

(688) 125,612 545,277 26,202 696,403 699,029 

General (Unrestricted) (688) (688) (802)

Children's Fund - Designated 1,206 1,206 1,206 

Flower Fund - Designated 2,482 2,482 2,482 

Mission Activities - Messy Church - Designated 1,604 1,604 1,604 

Fete at Burstead 0 0 0 

Hall Fund - Designated 11,576 11,576 82,634 

New Church Hall Fund - Designated 119 119 113 

James Heman Legacy 106,327 106,327 97,540 

Organ Fund - Designated 2,298 2,298 3,080 

Spire Fund - Restricted 12,160 12,160 2,820 

Church Furnishings Fund - Restricted 22,237 22,237 22,237 

Capital Fund - Restricted 430,441 430,441 412,850 

Churchyard Fund - Restricted 793 793 793 

Church Music Fund - Restricted 565 565 565 

Church Building Trust Fund - Restricted 79,081 79,081 46,607 

Tithe Chancel - Endowment 12,121 12,121 11,534 

Henry Ward - Endowment 14,082 14,082 13,767 

(688) 125,612 545,277 26,202 696,403 699,029 

Fixed Asset - Investments

St Mary Magdalene Great Burstead PCC

Statement of Assets and Liabilities (by code)
As at: 31 December 2024

Class and nominal code

Represented by

Total

Total
Current Asset - Cash At Bank And In Hand

Total

Net total assets



General Designated Restricted Endowment
This 
year

Last 
year

Incoming resources from donors
Planned Giving 23,243 23,243 23,049 

Tax recoverable on Gift Aid 2,186 2,186 2,132 

Other Giving and Donations 16,513 16,513 11,281 

Incoming resources from donors Total 41,942 0 0 0 41,942 36,462 

Other voluntary incoming resources
Grants 0 2,090 

Contribution towards mission 0 0 

Legacies 39,340 39,340 0 

0 0 39,340 0 39,340 2,090 

Fundraising 1,041 1,041 4,775 

Hall rents received 13,275 13,275 11,448 

Parochial fees 7,881 7,881 9,615 

8,921 13,275 0 0 22,196 25,838 

Income from investments
Dividends and interest 8,130 19,543 323 27,997 29,580 

Income from investments Totals 0 8,130 19,543 323 27,997 29,580 

Insurance claims 0 0 

Other receipts 0 1,260 

0 0 0 0 0 1,260 

50,863 21,405 58,883 323 131,475 95,229 

Fundraising costs 276 276 174 

276 0 0 0 276 174 

Outreach and mission 0 31 

Diocesan Parish purse 48,474 48,474 57,717 

Ministry expenses 4,111 4,111 2,231 

Church expenses 16,818 782 17,600 22,975 

Church hall costs 79,170 79,170 7,837 

Ramsden Crays Graveyard 340 340 3,468 

Churches together in Billericay 125 125 125 

69,868 79,953 0 0 149,821 94,384 

70,144 79,953 0 0 150,097 94,558 

Other incoming resources 

St Mary Magdalene Great Burstead PCC

Analysis of Receipts and Payments
Selected period: 01 January 2024 to 31 December 2024

Total

Receipts 

Other voluntary incoming resources Total

Incoming resources from charitable activities 

Incoming resources from charitable 
activities Totals

Charitable activities 

Charitable activities Totals

Payments Grand Totals

Other incoming resources Totals

Receipts Grand Totals

Payments 

Cost of generating funds 

Cost of generating funds Totals



Fund 
balances

Incoming Outgoing
Gains 
and

Journal
Fund 

balances

brought 
forward

Resources Resources Losses Entries
Carried 
forward

General - General fund (802) 50,863 70,144 19,395 (688)

Sub-totals (802) 50,863 70,144 19,395 0 0 (688)

Designated

Children's Fund - Designated 1,206 1,206 

Flower Fund - Designated 2,482 2,482 

Hall Fund - Designated 82,634 15,627 79,170 (10,000) 2,485 11,576 

New Church Hall Fund - Designated 113 6 119 

James Heman Legacy 97,540 5,772 3,015 106,327 

Mission Activities - Messy Church - Designated 1,604 1,604 

Organ Fund - Designated 3,080 782 2,298 

Sub-totals 188,659 21,405 79,953 (10,000) 5,500 0 125,612 

Church Building Trust Fund - Restricted 46,607 32,474 79,081 

Church Furnishings Fund - Restricted 22,237 22,237 

Church Music Fund - Restricted 565 565 

Churchyard Fund - Restricted 793 793 

Church Spire Fund - Restricted 2,820 9,340 12,160 

Capital Fund - Restricted 412,850 17,069 (9,395) 9,917 430,441 

Sub-totals 485,872 58,883 0 (9,395) 9,917 0 545,277 

Tithe Chancel - Endowment 11,534 323.5 263 12,121 

Henry Ward - Endowment 13,767 315 14,082 

Sub-totals 25,301 323 0 0 578 0 26,203 

Totals 699,029 131,475 150,097 0 15,996 0 696,403 

St Mary Magdalene Great Burstead PCC
Fund movement summary

Selected period: 01 January 2024 to 31 December 2024

Fund Transfers

Unrestricted

Restricted

Endowment



1 ACCOUNTING POLICIES

a) Basis of accounting

The accounts are prepared on the receipts and payments basis.

2 Funds

Unrestricted Funds
General Fund 

General funds represent the funds of the PCC that are not subject to any restrictions regarding their use and are available for application on the general purposes 
of the PCC. Funds designated for a particular purpose by the PCC are also unrestricted.

The accounts include all transactions, assets and liabilities for which the PCC is responsible in law. They do not include the accounts of church groups that owe 
their main affiliation to another body of those that are informal gatherings of church members.

Designated Funds
The PCC may set aside money for a specific purpose. The PCC cannot restrict previously unrestricted money.
The designated funds can be transferred back to the general fund if required.

Restricted Funds
These funds have been donated or granted to the PCC for a specific purpose. The money can only be spent
on the purpose specified by the donor or identified in a fund-raising event. This money cannot be added to 
unrestricted funds without the consent of the donor or the Charity Commission.

Endowment Funds
These funds have been left to the PCC with the specific instruction that only the interest generated by the capital
can be spent on either a specific purpose or on general ecclesiastical purposes.

3  Fund Purposes

UNRESTRICTED FUNDS
General Fund - unrestricted funds for the general running of the church and PCC

DESIGNATED UNRESTRICTED FUNDS
Children & Youth Fund - A designated fund intended to cover work for the youth of the parish. It was set up from the Catterway fund for youth
Flower Fund - A designated fund intended to provide money to assist in the purchase of flowers etc for for the church throughout the year. Receipts have come 
from payments for wedding flowers.

Hall Fund - A designated fund to show the income and expenditure of the hall. Income from hirers pays for the maintenance.

New Church Hall Fund - This was set up with the aim of building a new hall starting with the profit from the Festival at Burstead 2005 but has been put on hold.
James Heman Legacy - an unrestricted legacy designated by the PCC for church or hall maintenance as required.
Mission Activities/Messy Church - a designated fund set up for the purpose of supporting mission activities.
Organ Fund - a designated fund set up to maintain the organ with income originally from wedding and funeral fees.

RESTRICTED FUNDS
Building Trust Fund - a restricted fund set up to improve and maintain the church.
Church Furnishings Fund - a restricted fund set up for any project/furnishings in the church rather than maintenance.
Church Music Fund - This restricted fund was set up with the money left in Joyce Norris bequest especially for Choir music.
Churchyard Fund - Receives income from Henry Ward Trust for the Church and Churchyard maintenance, including the Ward family graves.
Church Spire Fund - a restricted fund for the repair of the church spire damaged in 2021.
Capital Fund - a restricted fund from the sale of All Saints church Ramsden Crays. Income is for general purposes but capital is restricted to new PCC-owned 
land or buildings, or improvements to existing.

ENDOWMENT FUNDS

Tithe Chancel Fund - an endowment from the Tithe Act 1936 to keep the Chancel and Screen in good and substantive repair. Does not include ornament or 
decoration unless for preservation. The income may be used to pay a proportion of the insurance costs in relation to the Chancel area up to one third of the total 
premium.
Henry Ward Fund - an endowment providing an income for the Church and Churchyard maintenance, including the Ward family graves.

For the year ended 31 December 2024

St Mary Magdalene Great Burstead PCC
Note to the Accounts
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Independent examiner's report to the PCC of St Mary Magdalene Gt Burstead
with Ramsden Crays P.C.C

Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner

Examine the accounts under Section 145 of the 2011 Act;
Follow procedures laid down in general directions given by the Charity Commissioners in 
Section 145 (5)(b) of the 2011 Act; and

State whether particular matters have come to my attention

Basis of independent examiners' report  

Independent examiner's statement

In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention:

1 which gives me reasonable cause to believe that, in any material respect, the requirements:
     
To keep accounting records in accordance with S130 of the 2011 Act; or

To prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records have not been met; or      

2 to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn to order to enable a proper understanding of 
the accounts to be reached.

Ian Rudkins FCA
14 Upland Road
Billericay 
Essex CM12 0JP

Date 30 March 2026

I report on the accounts of the PCC for the year ended 31 December 2024, which are set out on 
pages 1 to 5.

The charity's trustees consider that an audit is not required for this year under section 144(2) of the 
Charities Act 2011 (the 2011 Act) and that an independent examination is need.

It is my responsibility to:

My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions given by the Charity 
Commissioners. An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and 
a comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also includes consideration of any 
unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeking of explanations from the management 
committee concerning any such matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence 
that would be required in a full audit and, consequently, I do not express an opinion on the accounts.

St MARY MAGDALENE GREAT BURSTEAD with Ramsden Crays 
P.C.C.

Accounts for the year ending 31 December 2024



Unrestricted Designated Restricted Endowment Total Prior year

funds funds funds funds funds total funds

Receipts

Donations and legacies 41,942 41,942 36,462 

Income from charitable activities 8,921 13,275 0 22,196 25,838 

Other voluntary income 0 39,340 39,340 2,090 

Investments 8,130 19,543 323 27,997 29,580 

Other income 0 0 1,260 

50,863 21,405 58,883 323 131,475 95,229 

Payments

Raising funds 276 0 276 174 

Expenditure on charitable activities 69,868 79,953 0 149,821 94,384 

Other expenditure

70,144 79,953 0 0 150,097 94,558 

(19,281) (58,547) 58,883 323 (18,622) 671 

Transfers:

19,395 19,395 16,105 

(10,000) (9,395) (19,395) (16,105)

5,500 9,917 578 15,995 21,016 

(19,281) (58,547) 58,883 323 (18,622) 671 

114 (63,047) 59,405 901 (2,627) 21,687 

(802) 188,659 485,872 25,301 699,029 677,341 

(688) 125,612 545,277 26,202 696,403 699,029 

General fund (688) (688) (802)

Children's Fund 1,206 1,206 1,206 

Flower Fund 2,482 2,482 2,482 

Mission Activities - Messy Church 1,604 1,604 1,604 

Hall Fund 11,576 11,576 82,634 

New Church Hall Fund 119 119 113 

James Heman Legacy 106,327 106,327 97,540 

Organ Fund 2,298 2,298 3,080 

Spire Fund 12,160 12,160 2,820 

Church Furnishings Fund 22,237 22,237 22,237 

Capital Fund 430,441 430,441 412,850 

Churchyard Fund 793 793 793 

Church Music Fund 565 565 565 

Church Building Trust Fund 79,081 79,081 46,607 

Tithe Chancel 12,120 12,120 11,534 

Henry Ward 14,082 14,082 13,767 

Fund Totals (688) 125,612 545,277 26,202 696,403 699,029 

Gross transfers between funds - in

St Mary Magdalene Great Burstead PCC
Receipts and Payments Account

For the period from 01 January 2024 to 31 December 2024

Total Receipts

Total Payments

Excess of receipts over payments before transfer

Designated

Restricted

Endowment

Unrestricted

Gross transfers between funds - out

Excess of receipts over payments before other gains

Net movement in funds

Cash at bank and in hand at 1 January

Cash at bank and in hand at 31 December

Gains/losses on investment assets

Reconciliation of funds

Represented by



General 
(Unrestricted)

Designated Restricted Endowment Total
Last 
year

CBF Investment Fund - Tithe Chancel Fund 12,121 12,121 11,534 

CBF Investment Fund - Henry War Fund 14,082 14,082 13,767 

M&G Investments 153,702 153,702 149,796 

M&G Investments - James Henman Legacy 106,327 106,327 97,540 

CCLA Investments  268,689 268,689 262,677 

CCLA Investments Hall Fund 18,945 18,945 56,460 

0 125,271 422,391 26,202 573,865 591,774 

Current Account (688) 10,604 18,597 28,513 15,736 

Deposit account (10,264) 104,289 94,025 91,519 

(688) 340 122,886 122,538 107,255 

(688) 125,612 545,277 26,202 696,403 699,029 

General (Unrestricted) (688) (688) (802)

Children's Fund - Designated 1,206 1,206 1,206 

Flower Fund - Designated 2,482 2,482 2,482 

Mission Activities - Messy Church - Designated 1,604 1,604 1,604 

Fete at Burstead 0 0 0 

Hall Fund - Designated 11,576 11,576 82,634 

New Church Hall Fund - Designated 119 119 113 

James Heman Legacy 106,327 106,327 97,540 

Organ Fund - Designated 2,298 2,298 3,080 

Spire Fund - Restricted 12,160 12,160 2,820 

Church Furnishings Fund - Restricted 22,237 22,237 22,237 

Capital Fund - Restricted 430,441 430,441 412,850 

Churchyard Fund - Restricted 793 793 793 

Church Music Fund - Restricted 565 565 565 

Church Building Trust Fund - Restricted 79,081 79,081 46,607 

Tithe Chancel - Endowment 12,121 12,121 11,534 

Henry Ward - Endowment 14,082 14,082 13,767 

(688) 125,612 545,277 26,202 696,403 699,029 

Fixed Asset - Investments

St Mary Magdalene Great Burstead PCC

Statement of Assets and Liabilities (by code)
As at: 31 December 2024

Class and nominal code

Represented by

Total

Total
Current Asset - Cash At Bank And In Hand

Total

Net total assets



General Designated Restricted Endowment
This 
year

Last 
year

Incoming resources from donors
Planned Giving 23,243 23,243 23,049 

Tax recoverable on Gift Aid 2,186 2,186 2,132 

Other Giving and Donations 16,513 16,513 11,281 

Incoming resources from donors Total 41,942 0 0 0 41,942 36,462 

Other voluntary incoming resources
Grants 0 2,090 

Contribution towards mission 0 0 

Legacies 39,340 39,340 0 

0 0 39,340 0 39,340 2,090 

Fundraising 1,041 1,041 4,775 

Hall rents received 13,275 13,275 11,448 

Parochial fees 7,881 7,881 9,615 

8,921 13,275 0 0 22,196 25,838 

Income from investments
Dividends and interest 8,130 19,543 323 27,997 29,580 

Income from investments Totals 0 8,130 19,543 323 27,997 29,580 

Insurance claims 0 0 

Other receipts 0 1,260 

0 0 0 0 0 1,260 

50,863 21,405 58,883 323 131,475 95,229 

Fundraising costs 276 276 174 

276 0 0 0 276 174 

Outreach and mission 0 31 

Diocesan Parish purse 48,474 48,474 57,717 

Ministry expenses 4,111 4,111 2,231 

Church expenses 16,818 782 17,600 22,975 

Church hall costs 79,170 79,170 7,837 

Ramsden Crays Graveyard 340 340 3,468 

Churches together in Billericay 125 125 125 

69,868 79,953 0 0 149,821 94,384 

70,144 79,953 0 0 150,097 94,558 

Other incoming resources 

St Mary Magdalene Great Burstead PCC

Analysis of Receipts and Payments
Selected period: 01 January 2024 to 31 December 2024

Total

Receipts 

Other voluntary incoming resources Total

Incoming resources from charitable activities 

Incoming resources from charitable 
activities Totals

Charitable activities 

Charitable activities Totals

Payments Grand Totals

Other incoming resources Totals

Receipts Grand Totals

Payments 

Cost of generating funds 

Cost of generating funds Totals



Fund 
balances

Incoming Outgoing
Gains 
and

Journal
Fund 

balances

brought 
forward

Resources Resources Losses Entries
Carried 
forward

General - General fund (802) 50,863 70,144 19,395 (688)

Sub-totals (802) 50,863 70,144 19,395 0 0 (688)

Designated

Children's Fund - Designated 1,206 1,206 

Flower Fund - Designated 2,482 2,482 

Hall Fund - Designated 82,634 15,627 79,170 (10,000) 2,485 11,576 

New Church Hall Fund - Designated 113 6 119 

James Heman Legacy 97,540 5,772 3,015 106,327 

Mission Activities - Messy Church - Designated 1,604 1,604 

Organ Fund - Designated 3,080 782 2,298 

Sub-totals 188,659 21,405 79,953 (10,000) 5,500 0 125,612 

Church Building Trust Fund - Restricted 46,607 32,474 79,081 

Church Furnishings Fund - Restricted 22,237 22,237 

Church Music Fund - Restricted 565 565 

Churchyard Fund - Restricted 793 793 

Church Spire Fund - Restricted 2,820 9,340 12,160 

Capital Fund - Restricted 412,850 17,069 (9,395) 9,917 430,441 

Sub-totals 485,872 58,883 0 (9,395) 9,917 0 545,277 

Tithe Chancel - Endowment 11,534 323.5 263 12,121 

Henry Ward - Endowment 13,767 315 14,082 

Sub-totals 25,301 323 0 0 578 0 26,203 

Totals 699,029 131,475 150,097 0 15,996 0 696,403 

St Mary Magdalene Great Burstead PCC
Fund movement summary

Selected period: 01 January 2024 to 31 December 2024

Fund Transfers

Unrestricted

Restricted

Endowment



1 ACCOUNTING POLICIES

a) Basis of accounting

The accounts are prepared on the receipts and payments basis.

2 Funds

Unrestricted Funds
General Fund 

General funds represent the funds of the PCC that are not subject to any restrictions regarding their use and are available for application on the general purposes 
of the PCC. Funds designated for a particular purpose by the PCC are also unrestricted.

The accounts include all transactions, assets and liabilities for which the PCC is responsible in law. They do not include the accounts of church groups that owe 
their main affiliation to another body of those that are informal gatherings of church members.

Designated Funds
The PCC may set aside money for a specific purpose. The PCC cannot restrict previously unrestricted money.
The designated funds can be transferred back to the general fund if required.

Restricted Funds
These funds have been donated or granted to the PCC for a specific purpose. The money can only be spent
on the purpose specified by the donor or identified in a fund-raising event. This money cannot be added to 
unrestricted funds without the consent of the donor or the Charity Commission.

Endowment Funds
These funds have been left to the PCC with the specific instruction that only the interest generated by the capital
can be spent on either a specific purpose or on general ecclesiastical purposes.

3  Fund Purposes

UNRESTRICTED FUNDS
General Fund - unrestricted funds for the general running of the church and PCC

DESIGNATED UNRESTRICTED FUNDS
Children & Youth Fund - A designated fund intended to cover work for the youth of the parish. It was set up from the Catterway fund for youth
Flower Fund - A designated fund intended to provide money to assist in the purchase of flowers etc for for the church throughout the year. Receipts have come 
from payments for wedding flowers.

Hall Fund - A designated fund to show the income and expenditure of the hall. Income from hirers pays for the maintenance.

New Church Hall Fund - This was set up with the aim of building a new hall starting with the profit from the Festival at Burstead 2005 but has been put on hold.
James Heman Legacy - an unrestricted legacy designated by the PCC for church or hall maintenance as required.
Mission Activities/Messy Church - a designated fund set up for the purpose of supporting mission activities.
Organ Fund - a designated fund set up to maintain the organ with income originally from wedding and funeral fees.

RESTRICTED FUNDS
Building Trust Fund - a restricted fund set up to improve and maintain the church.
Church Furnishings Fund - a restricted fund set up for any project/furnishings in the church rather than maintenance.
Church Music Fund - This restricted fund was set up with the money left in Joyce Norris bequest especially for Choir music.
Churchyard Fund - Receives income from Henry Ward Trust for the Church and Churchyard maintenance, including the Ward family graves.
Church Spire Fund - a restricted fund for the repair of the church spire damaged in 2021.
Capital Fund - a restricted fund from the sale of All Saints church Ramsden Crays. Income is for general purposes but capital is restricted to new PCC-owned 
land or buildings, or improvements to existing.

ENDOWMENT FUNDS

Tithe Chancel Fund - an endowment from the Tithe Act 1936 to keep the Chancel and Screen in good and substantive repair. Does not include ornament or 
decoration unless for preservation. The income may be used to pay a proportion of the insurance costs in relation to the Chancel area up to one third of the total 
premium.
Henry Ward Fund - an endowment providing an income for the Church and Churchyard maintenance, including the Ward family graves.

For the year ended 31 December 2024

St Mary Magdalene Great Burstead PCC
Note to the Accounts


