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Annual Report and Financial Statements 
 

of the Parochial Church Council (‘Trustees’) of the Ecclesiastical Parish of  

Thornton-le-Fylde Christ Church for the year ended 31st December 2022 

 

AIMS AND PURPOSES 

The Parochial Church Council (PCC) of Thornton-le-Fylde Christ Church has the responsibility of co-operating 

with the incumbent, the Reverend Damian Platt, in promoting in the ecclesiastical parish, the whole mission 

of the Church, pastoral, evangelistic, social and ecumenical. The PCC is also specifically responsible for the 

maintenance of the Church, Churchyard and Church Hall complex on Meadows Avenue, Thornton-Cleveleys, 

Lancashire. 

OBJECTIVES AND ACTIVITIES  
 

The PCC is committed to enabling as many people as possible to worship at our Church and to become part of 
our parish community at Christ Church. The PCC maintains an overview of worship throughout the parish and 
makes suggestions on how our services can involve the many groups that live within our parish. Our services 
and worship put faith into practice through prayer and scripture, music and sacrament.  When planning our 
activities for the year, we have considered the Commission's guidance on public benefit and, specifically, the 
supplementary guidance on charities for the advancement of religion. In particular, we try to enable ordinary 
people to live out their faith as part of our parish community through: 
 

• Worship and prayer; learning about the gospel; and developing their knowledge and trust in Jesus. 
• Provision of pastoral care for people living in the parish. 

• Missionary and outreach work – as the local church with global hope 
 

To facilitate this work, it is important that we maintain the fabric of the Church, Churchyard and Church Hall 
of Christ Church.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACHIEVEMENTS & PERFORMANCE 

2022 was a year of great blessings. At the 

beginning of the year we found ourselves a little 

unexpectedly with a donation of eight empty 

bookcases and the possibility to launch a Christian 

bookshop and giftshop. The Fridaymen put their 

skills to use and set up the shop, a temporary 

faculty was secured and nine months later 

Meadows Books was born. A benefactor made 

everything possible with a £5,000 donation to 

purchase the initial stock.  

An initial order was made and not long later a new 

dedicated team of volunteers came together to unpack the 

books and get everything ready for the launch on 14th 

September 2022. This date was chosen because it is the 

anniversary of the consecration of the Nave and Tower and 

seemed like a most appropriate date to launch something 

new. A few months after its launch we were asked to go ‘on 

the road’ to the Diocesan Conference to provide the 

bookstall for the conference in Derbyshire. Christian 

bookshops are few and far between and so we’re very 

grateful to God to have such a resource on site at Christ 

Church. Profits from the sales enable us to make our 

contributions to the parish share. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another big project completed in 2022 was the installation of the large 3-metre-wide screen, projector and screens for 

the side aisles. All done just in time for the Queen’s funeral! As the photos show it was quite an undertaking bearing in 

mind the heights involved! The large screen has provided opportunities to do things we could never have done before. 

 

Other highlights of the year include coach trips, social events, and of 

course the outside service for the Queen’s Jubilee! Well over a 120 

people braved the conditions and made it a service to remember!  

In many ways 2022 was a recovery year after Covid-19. The routine life 

of the Church and Community Centre was restored and growth was seen 

in many areas of church life, with new outreach activities and 

discipleship activities – especially the ‘Lighthouse’ club for primary-

school aged children on a Wednesday night, with Bible stories, crafts, 

songs, snacks and games. Children love to hear about the gospel! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was a delight to welcome Andrew, Kim, Ena and Toby to our church 

family, as they moved from all the way down in Worthing to join us on 

the Fylde Coast. Andrew starting as curate was definitely a highlight of 

the year. The photo above on the right shows a few of those who 

attended Andrew’s ordination service at Blackburn Cathedral. Rumour 

has it they were led astray to McDonald’s by Damian before the start of 

the ordination service. 

During the second half of 2022 Andrew quickly settled into the services 

and activities at Christ Church. An important project Andrew undertook 

was to take the lead in putting foundations in place for a church re-plant 

in Burn Naze. Not since the 1960s has Christ Church had a regular place 

of worship in that area. In 2022 a trial took place running our 

‘Playhouse’ group at the new Thornton Cleveleys Football Club on 

Gamble Road in Burn Naze. This was rooted in prayer, with many prayer 

walks taking place. The vision is by 2026 to establish a life-filled, 

Anglican, Christian community in Burn Naze that exists to share the love 

and message of Jesus with all those that live and work in Burn Naze. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A new outreach initiative was started amongst men. CCFC was born – Christ Church Thornton Football Club. A number 

of friendly and competitive matches were played. For the home games, some of the men came back afterwards to the 

Community Centre for refreshments. Throughout 2022 CCFC were unbeaten! Most importantly, the football matches 

have enabled connections to be made between Christ Church and men in the community  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The new kitchen has been used 

throughout 2022 for many outreach 

and fellowship events. At Easter, bread 

making took place on Good Friday – to 

remember Jesus the bread of life.  

At Christmas it was great to welcome a 

good number of people for the 

Christmas Day Community Dinner, 

with great food, a quiz, entertainment 

and lots of love rooted in Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STRUCTURE, GOVERNANCE AND MANAGEMENT  

There are four areas of leadership within Christ Church Thornton: 

• Church Leader – Leading the worship, ministry, mission and pastoral care of the Church 

• Church Management Team – Managing the day to day functioning of staff, activities and buildings 

• Church Leadership Team (‘Standing Committee’) – Delivering the strategic and financial decisions to achieve 

the overall vision 

• Parochial Church Council (Trustees) Team – Providing vision, financial oversight and meeting legal and 

financial obligations 

The Church Leader, Church Management Team and Church Leadership Team, consult together with the Parochial 
Church Council on matters of general concern and importance to the parish. The first function of the Parochial 
Church Council (often known as the ‘PCC’) is co-operation with the minister in promoting in the parish the whole 

mission of the Church, pastoral, evangelistic, social and ecumenical. The PCC at Christ Church focus on the ‘big 
picture’ of the life and direction of the Church, prayerfully seeking God’s strategic direction in all matters . PCCs 

are governed by two legislative Measures: Parochial Church Councils (Powers) Measure 1956; and the Church 
Representation Rules. 

FINANCIAL REVIEW 

• Planned giving for 2022 was £71,361 which is a 20% increase over the  

planned giving in 2021 (£59,025 in 2021). A comparison with previous  

financial statements returns shows the following: 

o Planned giving in 2016 = £37,654 

o Planned giving in 2022 = £71,361 

This is an encouraging 89% increase in planned giving over six years . 

• Our Parish Share contribution continues to be a challenge. We remain in close liaison with the Diocese about 

our aspiration, which is to meet our full parish share request by the end of 2024. To do this we need to make 

a significant increase each year.   

• In 2022 we contributed £64,303 to parish share, compared to £50,000 in 2021, £40,000 in 2020; £40,000 in 

2019; and £30,000 in 2018. 

• Staffing costs continue to fall: £30,242 in 2022, £42,575 in 2021, £52,790 in 2020, £70,915 in 2019. This is 

partly due to changes in contracts, the kindness of staff in volunteering beyond their working hours, and of 

course the high number of volunteers involved in all aspects of church life.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Officers carrying out important ecclesiastical, legal and financial duties: 

 

 
 

Parochial Church Council: 

• Damian Platt* (Vicar / Chairman) ex-officio 

• Judith Murphy* (Churchwarden / Vice-Chair) ex-officio 

• John Hearnshaw* (Churchwarden) ex-officio 

Deanery Synod (3 places due to Electoral Roll being between 101 and 200) 

• Sally Johnson* (term ending APCM 2023) 

• Ann Hearnshaw (term ending APCM 2023) & Diocesan Synod 

• Roger Lloyd Jones (term ending APCM 2023) 

Elected Parochial Representatives of the Laity (12 places due to Electoral Roll being between 100 and 199)  

 

 

 

• Jan Nichol   (term ending APCM 2024) 

• Angie Walsh*   (term ending APCM 2024)  

• Malcolm Beard*  (term ending APCM 2025) 

• Phil Butterworth  (term ending APCM 2025) 

• Maria Winter   (term ending APCM 2025) 

• David Taylor   (term ending APCM 2025)  

• Churchwarden – Judith Murphy 

• Churchwarden – John Hearnshaw 

• PCC Officer (Secretary) – Sally Johnson 

• Finance Officer (Treasurer) – Angie Walsh 

 

• Electoral Roll Officer – Denise Taylor 

• Health and Safety Officer – Robert Wareing 

• Parish Safeguarding Officer – David Taylor 

• Data Protection Officer – Sally Johnson 

 

• Ron Jacks   (term ending APCM 2023) 

• Vacancy   (term ending APCM 2023) 

• Vacancy   (term ending APCM 2023) 

• Vacancy   (term ending APCM 2023) 

• Robert Wareing  (term ending APCM 2024) 

• Carol Hull   (term ending APCM 2024) 

*Denotes members of the Standing Committee 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION 

Bank: Virgin Money, 2-4 Abingdon Street, Blackpool FY1 1DR  

Independent Examiner: David Miller, 17 Victoria Road East, Thornton Cleveleys, Lancashire, FY5 5HT 

Registered Charity Number: 1131693 

Church Address: Christ Church Thornton, Meadows Avenue, Thornton-Cleveleys, Lancashire FY5 2TW 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE FRIENDS OF CHRIST CHURCH THORNTON 



‘The Friends’ of Thornton Parish Church Annual Report – Year to 31 December 2022 

Annual Report for the Friends of Thornton Parish Church in the Ecclesiastical Parish of Christ Church, 

Thornton-le-Fylde, in the County of Lancashire, for the year ending 31st December 2022.  

Charity number: 504659.  

Object Code 740.10: Furthering the religious and other charitable work of the Church of England in the 

Ecclesiastical Parish of Christ Church, Thornton-le-Fylde. 

Trustees: Angela Walsh, Ann Hearnshaw, Denise Taylor (Treasurer), Rev’d Damian Platt, Margaret Ralph, 

Warren Mclean (Correspondent). 

Further Information: 

‘The Friends’ is a Trust Fund, a registered charity, separate from all other funds held on behalf of Christ 

Church. The Trustees are bound by the rules and regulations of the Charity Commissioners and by the Trust 

Fund Deed which lays down that the money held by the Trust can be used Only for purposes wi thin the 

Parish Church itself. The Friends cannot transfer money to any other charity outside Christ Church nor 

transfer money to the general fund of the Parish Church. The Friends Trust is a completely separate charity 

from Christ Church. 

Activities during 2022: 

Following the easing of restrictions previously brought about by Covid 19, The Friends resumed activities 

during 2022 by considering funding requests in support of the work of Christ Church and, to this end, the 

following items were funded:                                                                                 

New plates:     £117 

New mugs:     £248 

Cups, saucers 

 toddler tables and chairs:   £683 

Book of Common Prayer booklets: £125 

Total:    

 £1173 

As the year drew to a close, The Friends 

were able to consider some proposals to 

be considered for funding during 2023 – 

these will be referred to in detail in the 

next Annual Report to 31 December 2023. 

The Trust Fund continues to be a valuable 

reserve for the Parish. We thank those 

who have generously gifted funds to the 

Friends through donations, regular giving 

and legacies. Every effort is made by the 

Trustees to ensure that funds are 

prudently managed and we ask for your 

prayerful considerations as we continue to support further initiatives to help Christ Church advance as a 

unified community. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


