








 

Dear Friends 

Welcome to the annual report of the Ecclesiastical Parish of Branksome St Clements for the year 

ending 31st December 2023.  In this report, you will find details of some of the many activities     

undertaken in and by the church during 2023 and a detailed report of the accounts of the church, 

prepared in accordance with Church Accounting Regulation 1997 together with the Charities Act 

1993. 

BACKGROUND:  

The Parish of Branksome St Clements contains the areas of Newtown, Alderney West and parts of 

Upper Parkstone.  The church is situated to the south of the parish which is a mixture of Industrial, 

commercial and housing with an estimated population of approximately 11,500 people.  The Parish 

is part of Poole Deanery in the  Diocese of Salisbury.  The PCC shares responsibility with the 

Churchwardens and Priest-in-Charge for the mission of the church and the pursuance of its      

charitable objects.  These are laid out in the Parochial Church Councils (Powers)      Measure 1956 

and the Synodical Government Measure 1969:  

“The functions of the PCC shall include: Co-operation with the Incumbent in promoting in the parish 

the whole mission of the Church, pastoral, evangelistic, social and ecumenical; the consideration 

and discussions of matters concerning the Church of England or any other matters of    religious or 

public interest.”  

When planning objectives and activities for the year, the Priest-in-Charge, the Churchwardens and 

the PCC have considered the Charity Commission’s guidance on public benefit.  We fulfil our     

objectives through activities associated with six main Objectives:  

Regular public worship open to all.  

Sacred space for personal prayer & contemplation.  

Pastoral work, including visiting the sick and the bereaved.  

Teaching through sermons, courses and small groups.  

Taking of religious assemblies (“Collective Worship”) in schools.  

Promotion of Christianity through events, meetings, and literature. 

 

INCUMBENT’S REPORT/REVIEW OF THE YEAR  

I always welcome the opportunity that each year’s annual report brings, to look back and reflect on 

what God has been doing in our midst, to review things and to offer something of a glimpse         

towards the future.  I arrived in the Parish towards the end of January 2023 and I was  immediately 

met by a very warm welcome, and a great deal of enthusiasm about what God might do in our 

midst.  I have been hugely thankful to the congregation and the wider community for the            

overwhelmingly positive experience this last year has been.  I am indebted to many of you for the 

supportive way in which you have welcomed our extended family into the parish and enabled us to 

find our feet.    

 

In particular I must mention Rev. Lynn Bowerman and Rev. Mo Willis for their steadfast support 

and for going above and beyond the call of duty on many occasions.  I am also hugely grateful to 

Beverley Robinson and Peter Allen, our church wardens, and Colin Crabb, our deputy church     

warden.  Without their hard work and dedication many things would simply not function, and the 

church would fall apart.  A huge debt of thanks is owed to Adeeta Knight for her work in the role of 

treasurer and Janet Plummer who is stepping down this year from her role as PCC Secretary.  We 

are deeply thankful for all that Janet and Adeeta have done for us.  I must also mention our small 

but dedicated team of staff, Michelle, Steve and of course Emma who help keep the show on the 



road. And last but not least of course our PCC and those who regularly give up their valuable 

time to help with church activities, or to help run the office.  Thank you to you all. 

 

Although there have inevitably been quite a few challenges throughout the year, it has been a 

positive one with numbers regularly attending worship starting to stabilise and even rise a little 

after a few years of gradual decline due to a number of factors.  Although the electoral roll has 

fallen a little due to deaths within the church community, we have gradually seen some new     

people and families joining us and we had good numbers at our Christmas Services.  We will 

hopefully continue to see new people join us as we trust in God to move us forward as a church 

community. 

 

The PCC met 7 times throughout the year, including a day away in June and following on from 

that meeting, created 3 working parties to push forward different parts of church life and help 

streamline PCC meetings.  The three working parties are: Buildings, Stewardship and             

Generosity, Worship and Discipleship.  Each of these working parties has been delegated to 

push through some of the functions of the PCC, make suggestions and report back to the whole 

body with recommendations.  These met for the first time in October and will meet approximately        

4 times each year, in between PCC meetings. The PCC regularly received accounts and reports 

from church officers, received the minutes of the deanery synod and proposed suggestions for 

furthering the aims of the church community. 

 

Regular public worship open to all.  

Our regular Sunday services have continued with the pattern of a more traditional early service 

and a more contemporary worship style at the second service.  We have had regular activities for 

children at the second service with a particular focus on this at our 4
th
 Sunday Family services.  In 

September, after a period of consultation, we made the decision to move the later morning       

service forward to 11am, and to ntentionally have a joint coffee time between services.   This has 

been well received overall and we continue to advertise and promote both services to encourage 

new people to join us.  We are also continuing to livestream the second service and have had a 

small but steady stream of people watching through this medium.  These numbers have also    

risen for special services such as my licensing, the signed Carol Service and for Christmas / 

Easter.   

 

We held two sermon series through the year, one in September focussing on material from LICC 

looking at serving God on our Frontlines and a second on Light in the Darkness from November 

to Christmas.  We have restarted a bible reading rota for both services and have tried to           

encourage some different people to lead intercessions, although this has not yet begun.  We      

introduced regular opportunities for prayer ministry and prayer for healing to our second Sunday 

Holy Communion services in both the early and late morning services and have also introduced a 

“What has God been doing?” slot to increase the encouraging sharing of testimony. 

 

Alongside our regular Sunday worship, we have held midweek services for special occasions 

such as Ash Wednesday and have had a couple of healing services.  We held services in church 

over easter week on Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday and joined with other 

local churches for a Sunrise service on Sandbanks beach on  Easter Day.  At Christmas, we held 

a Carols by Candlelight service, Signed Carol Service, Outside Carol Service as well as Midnight 

Communion and a joint Congregation Christmas Morning Service.  We also held services at 

Easter, Harvest and Christmas for a group of Childminders who brought the children into church. 

 



 

Sacred space for personal prayer & contemplation.  

Although there had regularly been a prayer meeting in church each week, this was actively      

encouraged to the wider congregation throughout the year.  The church remains available, upon 

request, for those who wish to find a space for private prayer.  

 

In order to maintain a space suitable for worship and other church functions, the PCC undertook 

to have the quinquennial (5 yearly) inspection of the buildings done in May. This report came 

back to us in September and we are working our way through the recommendations.  We         

continue to invest in our buildings through regular maintenance and replacement of life expired 

equipment (such as the heating in the small hall) and repairs to the church, hall and churchyard.  

We held our annual gift day, with money raised going towards replacing the lights in the worship 

space and this work was completed before Christmas.  Work continues to investigate and sort 

the damp issues in the flower room and the drainage issues at the back of the church, alongside 

a number of other things listed within the quinquennial. 

 

Pastoral work, including visiting the sick and the bereaved.  

The Clergy team and other members of the church have regularly visited a number of people at 

home, in care homes and in hospital throughout the year.  Alongside regular visits, clergy were 

also able to hold a wedding blessing for a terminally ill patient and their spouse in a care home 

and offer informal support in a number of settings.  We have held 21 funerals and have regularly 

visited Elizabeth House and taken services in Maidment Court.  We sadly lost a number of 

church members through the year and so saw a slight decline in our electoral roll.  We are       

hoping to build on links into other local care homes in the new year.  Alongside funerals, we were 

also blessed to hold 4 Weddings and 18 baptisms this year. 

 

We continue to host a satellite for Poole Foodbank and have been able to support people, with 

over 2,000 meals given out over the last year through parcels.  We were also able to give away 

additional food and support thanks to the generous donations from church members and other 

organisations who collected or donated on our behalf. 

 

Teaching through sermons, courses and small groups.  

Women’s Fellowship has continued and a new Bible study group was begun this year, meeting 

fortnightly on a Monday evening.  This has a small but dedicated group attending.  Although we 

attempted to host a BSL Alpha Course in the Autumn, this did not happen, however we are    

planning on hosting a regular Alpha Course beginning in January 2024.  In the summer term we 

began a toddler group on a Wednesday morning and this has proved very successful with     

numbers as high as 21 on some occasions.  The children finish each morning with a bible story 

and some singing.  Other small groups which regularly meet include our Choir, Craft Group, 

Worship Band and Coffee Morning.  

 

Taking of religious assemblies (“Collective Worship”) in schools.  

We have continued our link with St Edwards School, regularly leading Holy Communion and to-

wards the end of the year I began regularly    helping out with Christian Union.  We were also 

able to welcome St Edwards to us for RE curriculum days in the Summer and had RE visits from 

both Manorside and Livingstone Road Primary schools in December.  Working alongside PACE, 

Mo, Lynn and I are hoping to build on these links and create more engagement with our local 

schools in the forthcoming year and have already made some headway on this. 

 

 



Promotion of Christianity through events, meetings, and literature. 

We held a number of events this year including a Pancake party on Shrove Tuesday, an          

afternoon Tea to celebrate the Kings Coronation, Holiday Club in the summer Holidays,        

Community Lunches and a special Christmas dinner, amongst others.  Our weekly newsletter 

continues to be sent out via email with a small number printed each week.  We have updated our 

website and try to keep it current and continue to have a presence on facebook, using it to        

advertise upcoming events.  

 

Working together 

The clergy have been active in Deanery and diocesan events over the past year and we have 

supported a number of inter church activities,   including meeting with other ecumenical leaders 

for prayer and encouragement.  Alongside supporting the foodbank and PACE schools’ work, St 

Clements was also one of the primary churches who supported the Poole Wau Holes Bay walk 

and helped raised funds for St John’s College.  Throughout the year we also hosted a speaker 

from Compassion who spoke to us about our continuing support for Children through that          

organisation.   

 

The Future 

As I write this, we are 4 months into 2024. As I reflect on 2023, I find myself asking you to pray 

with me for our Church.  We have many opportunities and also many challenges. We need to be 

bold in proclaiming Jesus, trust him in uncertainty and ask him to give us a vision for what he 

wants to shape our church into for the future. 

 

There is much more that could be said, but as I finish, I want to once again thank you all for your 

support. We will be once again looking for new members to join the PCC this year and I would 

encourage you to consider joining us as we seek to forward Gods kingdom in this part of Poole.  

As Paul says in Ephesians 3: 20 -21: “
 
Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all 

we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church 

and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.”  May that also be our 

prayer for 2024 and beyond. 

Lerys 



 





 



 



 



 








