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The PCC members (the Trustees) present their annual report and accounts for the year ended 31st December 2023 

which complies with the Church Accounting Regulations 2006 and the Charity Commission's Statement of 

Recommended Practice. 

Administrative Information. 

The Ecclesiastical Parish of Monkseaton St Mary the Virgin is a benefice consisting of the St. Mary the Virgin, 

Monkseaton in the Archdeaconry of Northumberland in the Diocese of Newcastle within the Church of England. 

The correspondence address is: The Parish Office, St Mary's Church, Claremont Road, Whitley Bay, NE26 3SF  

Tel No: 0191 6767798. email: office@stmarysmonkseaton.org.uk 

The Parochial Church Council (PCC) registered as a charity on 7th September 2009. The registered charity number 

is 1131532. 
 

PCC members who have served from 1st January 2024 to the date this report was approved are: 

Ex Officio Members 

Vicar Reverend Nigel Taylor  

Assistant Curate Claire Lewis (Appointed 1st July 2024) 

Licensed Lay Minister (LLM) Nicola Denyer 

Licensed Lay Minister Margaret Evans  

Churchwarden Carol Nesbitt 

Churchwarden John Appleby 

Parish Safeguarding Officer 

Deanery Synod Representatives 

Elected PCC Members 

Susan Johnson 

Emma Doran (Deanery Lay Chair) 

Nicola Denyer 

John Appleby 

Elizabeth Hayes 

Vice Chair Elizabeth Hayes 

Treasurer      Andrew Potter 

       Patricia Bottrill 

       Emma Doran 

       Kate Stobart 

Dorothy Clarke 

       Carole Lax 

       Pam Miller 

       Marion Oakes 

       Cheryl Savage 

       Jane Walker 
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Numbers on electoral roll: 

St Mary Monkseaton 2024 2023 

 121 118 

   

Structure Governance and Management 

The PCC is a corporate body established by the Church of England. The PCC operates under the Parochial Church 

Council Powers Measure. The PCC is a Registered Charity. 

The method of appointment of PCC members is set out in the Church Representation Rules. The membership of 

the PCC consists of the incumbent, churchwardens and members elected by those members of the congregation 

who are on the electoral roll of the church. All those who attend our services/members of the congregation are 

encouraged to register on the Electoral Roll and stand for election to the PCC. 

The PCC members are responsible for making decisions on all matters of general concern and importance to the 

parish including deciding on how the funds of the PCC are to be spent. 

The PCC is supported by a Standing Committee and six committees focusing on key areas: 

Finance 

Service Planning Group 

Welcome and integration and Caring Group 

Building and Resource Group 

Justice and Peace 

Safeguarding 

The PCC is aware of its duty to have due regard to the House of Bishops' guidance on safeguarding children and 

vulnerable adults. From 2017 the PCC has used the "Safeguarding Toolkit" provided by the diocese as a way of 

self-assessment, to seek to ensure it fulfils that duty. The PCC continues to comply with the duty to have "due 

regard" to the House of Bishops' guidance in relation to safeguarding. 

Volunteers 

The running of St Mary Monkseaton is reliant on our volunteers. We would like to thank all the volunteers, 

clergy with 'permission to officiate' and licensed Lay Ministers who support-the parish vision to take the Good 

News of Jesus Christ to those who choose to hear it and work so hard to make our church the lively and vibrant 

community it is. 
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Risk Assessment 

The PCC regularly review the risks to which the Council might be exposed and recommend action to mitigate these 

or to manage the risk appropriately. The PCC reviews its Safeguarding and Health and Safety policies on an annual 

basis. Financial risks are regularly reviewed, and a risk register is in place. 

Objectives and Activities 

The PCC is committed to being inclusive and enabling as many people as possible to worship at our church and to 

become part of our parish community. The PCC maintains an overview of worship throughout the parish and makes 

suggestions on how our services can be inclusive and involve the many groups that live within our parish. Our 

services and worship put faith into practice through prayer and scripture, music and sacrament. 

When planning our activities for the year, we have considered the Commission's guidance on public benefit and, 

in particular, the supplementary guidance on charities for the advancement of religion. In particular, we try to 

enable ordinary people to live out their faith as part of our parish community through: 

• Accessible worship and prayer; learning about the gospel; and developing their knowledge and trust in 

Jesus. 

• Provision of pastoral care for congregation members and people living in the parish. 

• Missionary and outreach work within the parish. e Working ecumenically 

• Supporting local schools 

• Supporting social justice campaigns. 

To facilitate this work, it is important that we maintain the fabric of the church buildings within the parish for 

community use. 

Staff Establishment 

Clergy: 

The current incumbent is Rev'd Nigel Taylor who is Vicar of St Mary Monkseaton. 

Assistant Curate, Reverend Claire Lewis 

 

Administration: 

The PCC employed a paid Parish Administrator for 15 hours per week until July 2024 when the post was vacated 

and to this date has not been filled. 

St Mary the Virgin Monkseaton PCC has the responsibility of co-operating with the Clergy in promoting ministry 

and mission in the Parish. It also has maintenance responsibilities for the church buildings. 

Each Sunday, two morning services are held at least one of which will be a Eucharistic service. The Eucharist is 

celebrated every Wednesday morning and on all major festivals. 

Social Action 

 The past 12 months have seen a consolidation of social activity and development of new initiatives.  

 The work with older people with the Dementia Café and OWL’s has continued along with the Toddler group for 

parents and under 3 year olds. In addition, a youth club has been started and a ‘pop in café’ runs every Thursday 

morning. The PCC are considering how we move forward with mission in the parish and aim to refresh the 

Mission Action Plan in 2025. 
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Achievements and Performance 

The parish has seen changes in the congregation through 2024. We have sadly lost long standing congregants due 

to illness and death. Overall however the congregation has grown overall in average Sunday attendance and key 

seasons of Easter and Christmas have seen good growth in numbers attending. We have developed a new 

community within the local pub: ‘Church in the Kittiwake’. 

 2024 2023 

Average Sunday Attendance Adult 105 (including on-line) 66 

Children Attending 8 7 

Baptisms 5 11 

Funerals 10 10 

Weddings 2 2 

Financial Review 

Total receipts on unrestricted funds were £135,393 and are detailed in the financial statements. 

£132,469 was spent to provide Christian Ministry including the contribution to the diocesan parish share of £80,000 

The principal funding sources are voluntary contributions from those attending church in the parish. 

Reserves Policy 

The PCC reserves policy is reviewed on an annual basis and is based on maintaining 6 months running costs plus 

a contingency for emergencies. The total free reserves for these purposes should not fall below £30,000 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


















































