
RECTOR’S REPORT  

Dear Friends, 

Another happy year has flown by at St Leonard’s. As I write I am mindful that this
is my seventh APCM and yet I continue to feel an overwhelming sense of 
gratitude for this community and a sense of anticipation about all that lies ahead
in the year to come. At the back of this booklet is a copy of our Mission Action 
Plan, which sets out our priorities as a church and the progress we have made in 
each of these areas during 2023. It is a particular joy to me that we have 
appointed a Youth Work Apprentice this year to support and develop our work 
with young people at St Leonard’s. When I arrived, there was no youth group at 
St Leonard’s, as I write there are 35 young people on the books at Pulse, along 
with 22 Choristers, 28 children registered with Childrens Church and 30+ 
attending Toddler Church. This is a remarkable achievement, and my heartfelt 
thanks goes to all those who enable our work with children and young people to 
flourish.

Having said that, this booklet reflects the huge amount of energy, commitment 
and generosity that is shown by so many of you in so many different ways. Thank
you to every single person who has contributed in any way.

For several years we have been working towards the return of our Church Hall to 
our care. In September we took back the upper floors and have had an 
outstanding contractor working on the refurbishment since September. There will
be a lovely three-bedroom flat ready for tenants later this year, and we already 
have a superb Upper Hall facility now in use. On 18th April our lease with The 
Spires ends and the main hall becomes ours once again. The Spires will continue 
to use the Main Hall two mornings a week and we have a range of community 
groups and classes ready to start once we have redecorated. We are preparing a 
number of funding bids to help with the refurbishment of the hall in the months 
to come, not least to improve the toilet facilities and make the hall more 
sustainable. This development comes at a perfect time for St Leonard’s as it will 
enable us to develop and deepen our community outreach, strengthen our 
current work, and generate much needed income. It’s a game changer!

This year Eileen, our Parish Administrator, took maternity leave (we welcomed 
Ada into the world in November) and Barbara Booth stepped into her role, as well
as starting as our PCC secretary. Barbara has done an extraordinary job of 
keeping the administration of the Parish afloat and we are so thankful for all she 
continues to do for St Leonard’s.



I would like to thank the PCC for their incredible support this year, it is a 
wonderful team who have brought wisdom and courage to the decision-making 
table. This year we are losing several members who have served their term, and 
we look forward to welcoming newcomers and the insights they will bring. 

I am indebted to Sien Yin, our Treasurer who brings a level of efficiency, and 
expertise that has transformed our finances and has made it possible to not only 
‘keep the show on the road’ but also plan for future challenges. 

Grateful thanks also go to Moyra and Nick, the very best of Church Wardens,  
without whose support I simply couldn’t survive!

Worship remains at the very heart of what we exist for, and I am enormously  
grateful to Calum and his team for blessing us week by week with a quality of 
music that brings joy and strength to our faith. 

We are also richly blessed by the assisting Clergy and Lay ministers who lead us 
in worship, prayer, open the scriptures to us and help us to grow together in 
Faith, Hope and Love. 

Thank you all; It continues to be the greatest privilege of my life to serve as your 
Rector.

With my love and prayers, 

                                                  

CHURCHWARDENS’ REPORT

How is it that each year passes faster than the one before?  At the last APCM we 
said a fond farewell (and huge thank you) to Sue Kearton for her 2-year tenure as
churchwarden.  Sue is replaced by Nick Turner.  

Fareed Fetto has now taken on the role of sides person coordinator with the 
assistance of Liz Urben.  Together they have organised a robust rota and 
streamlined the activities of the wonderful sides people, without all of whom our 
main services would not run so smoothly – thank you everyone.



The live streaming and sound team is expanding as Nick spearheads the training 
of some of the younger members of our congregation in this important role – 
thank you to everyone involved. 

Open Church continues on Monday and Wednesday, with church watchers being 
John Brown and friends and Bob Edmonson and Andrew Johnson respectively.  
And, as part of this, they are the ‘keepers of the bins’ – out on Monday back on 
Wednesday – thank you gentlemen.  Volunteers to Open Church on other days 
would be most welcome – let us know if you are interested.

The church buildings and churchyard continue to exercise us, especially the 
church hall where work has begun preparing the upstairs space, recently vacated
by Spires, into a meeting room and flat.  Our new architect is Tim Gough and 
Caroline Leveaux continues as our mistress of faculties and grant applications!

Church Hall maintenance issues continue – a new heating system was installed 
and we await Spires vacating in April 2024, when more extensive work will start 
(although Spires will then become one of our main rental tenants of the hall).  

The church itself has been less of a maintenance issue this year and the 
Maintenance Group have been busy with gutter clearance and minor works.  
Work on fixing the damp patch on the wall near to the piano on the south wall is 
also underway.

The churchyard is looking lovely with more bulbs being planted.  A Working Party 
spent a fun Saturday morning clearing the overgrowth and the sea scouts 
painted the railings.  Steff Bradley continues to successfully liaise with Lambeth 
Landscapes (the council) for us.

The organ is getting regular tuning/voicing and our manual piano has been 
replaced by a digital instrument, which has made life easier for playing music for 
funerals/special services and for moving it safely.

Huge thanks to Sue and Phil Heeley who are stepping back from their roles of 
arranging visits by various firms to check rodents, the mobile phone arial, etc etc
as Eileen in the office has taken on this responsibility.  However, Eileen is 
currently on maternity leave and so we have the wonderful Barbara Booth who, 
as well as being PCC secretary, volunteers in the office and has taken over until 
Eileen returns after baby Ada!



The ‘Curate’s House’ in Aldrington Road has been rented out to a family since 
early 2023 and Aiden Schulkes continues to oversee this arrangement.

We must not forget the many many other people who help quietly behind the 
scenes to enable our worship.  We thank them sincerely.

Finally, as ever our heartfelt thanks go to Canon Anna who is inspirational as our 
indefatigable rector.

Moyra Heggie and Nick Turner, Churchwardens


































