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Annual Report 
 

St Laurence’s Church, Scalby, Scarborough, YO13 0PS 
  

St Laurence’s Church reg. Charity No 1131317 
 

Annual Parochial Church Council Meeting, Sunday 23rd April 2023 
 

The annual report covers the year 2022. Although mindful that Covid is still around, we have 
gradually got back to normal, and people are taking personal responsibility for their safety. 
 
Aims and Purpose of the Parochial Church Council (PCC) 
 

The aims and purpose of the PCC is the promotion of the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to the 
doctrines and practices of the Church of England.  The PCC (Powers) Measure of 1956 states the PCC is to 
cooperate with the Minister in promoting the Parish of Scalby in the Deanery of Scarborough, the whole 
mission of our church, pastoral, evangelical and social and ecumenical. 
 

It is with this purpose that the PCC usually meets on 6 occasions. The first meeting in May was held in the 
church rooms as usual.  
 

The PCC operates through several committees that further the mission of St Laurence’s Church and the 
community it serves.  These have continued despite the Covid-19 restrictions. 
 
Membership of the Parochial Church Council April 2021-April 2022 
 
 

In accordance with the Church Representation Rules, members of the PCC are either ex-official or elected 
at the APCM. 
 

From the 2020-2021 PCC the following members finished their term of office:  Marie Freeman, Christine 
Grimmett and Joan Martin.   
 

We thank everyone who left the PCC at this time, for their energy and commitment. Their support has been 
very much valued. 
 

During April 2021 – April 2022 the following served as members of the PCC: 
 

Ministry Team: Revd. Tony Hand Chair  
 

Churchwarden:  Mrs Sue Truefitt PCC Secretary 
                                                Mrs Gillian Bradley                  Deputy Chair 
 

Deputy Churchwardens:  Mrs Valerie Aston 
                                                 Mrs Lesley Newton 
 
Secretary to PCC:  Mrs Sue Truefitt Deanery synod rep 
 

Treasurer: Mr John Freeman Chair Finance Committee 
 

Deanery Synod Reps:  Mrs Joan Fennell 
                                                 Mrs Sue Truefitt 
 

Lay Members: Mrs Sandra Dudley 
                                                 Mrs Carolyn Scott 
 Mrs Lin Blyth 
                                                 Mrs Lesley Newton 
 Mrs Valerie Aston 
 Mrs Hilary Wallace  
                                                 Mr Mike Pixton 
                                                 Mrs Julia Bean 
                                              Mrs Liz Anderson 
                                              Mrs Jenny Wray 
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Recognised Parish Assistants:  
 Mrs Sue Brown  (Pastoral) 
 Mrs Marie Freeman  (Mission) 
 Mrs Sally McIntyre                  (Pastoral) 
 

 
Safeguarding Officer:  Mrs Pat Critchlow 
 
Safeguarding Statement:  
 

The Parochial Church Council of St Laurence, Scalby, has complied with the duty under section 5 of the 
Safeguarding and Clergy Discipline Measure 2016 (duty to have regard to the House of Bishop’s guidance 
on safeguarding children and vulnerable adults). A full report is included in the appendix. 
 
The office of Charities Administrator continues to be held by Linda Thompson.  A report will be available as 
part of the appendix.  
 
Standing Committee 
 

This is the only committee that is required by law.  It has the power to transact the business of the PCC 
between its meetings, subject to any directives by the Council.  There have been 6 meetings of the Standing 
Committee this year at which plans for the PCC meetings were discussed. 
 
Committees 
 

The PCC operates through a number of committees which usually meet between the PCC meetings 
throughout the year. Reports of their work are regularly given to the PCC.  These are: Finance, Missions, 
Social Activities, Fabric and Churchyard, Good Neighbour and Connect Magazine.  Some of these are being 
amalgamated and renamed to reflect the ongoing needs of the church. Reports from these groups will 
show what they are doing.  Their reports are available as an appendix.  
 
The Friends of St Laurence 
 

The Friends of St Laurence is a separate charity and aims to support the church both practically and 
financially.   
 
Church Services 
At the beginning of 2022 the services were as set out as follows offering a variety of worship for people to 
attend. 
 

Sundays 8.00am  Book of Common Prayer (BCP) Communion 
 10.30am  All Age on the first Sunday of the month 
 10.30am  Communion 2nd and 4th Sundays 
 10.30am  Morning Worship 3rd Sundays 
 3.00pm  Baptism (usually 3rd Sunday) also during our All Age Service 
 
Mondays           10am                 Toddler Praise (monthly, led by Celia Hare) 
  
Thursdays  10.30am Book of Common Prayer (BCP) Communion Thursdays (weekly) 
                     7.30pm  Café Explore (last Thursday in the month) 
 

Saturdays 4.00pm  Messy Church (monthly) 
 
Other Church Events 
 

Sunday Supper Club 5.00pm/6.00pm (fortnightly). 
 

Little Steps 10am/12md (weekly) 
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Church Services and Average Attendance  
 

Since restrictions were lifted the average attendance at services in 2021/2022 was as follows: 
 

Sundays      8.00am         25 adults 
                    10.30am         70                      
 

Thursday 10.30am  15 
 

Messy Church  4.00pm  43 attending  
Café Explore  7.30pm  9-16 adults 
 
Christmas             Christingle services   205 adults and 105 children 
                               Midnight Holy Communion 61 Adults 
 8.00am 24 Adults 
 10.30am Family worship 60 adults and children 
 
Baptisms     6 
Weddings     8 
Funerals        7 
Burial of ashes   24 

 
In 2022 there were 192 on the Electoral Roll.   
 

Our Mission Statement 
 

The current vision of our church is to be a 
Worshipping community where: 

  God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit are at the centre 
  there is a rich variety in worship enabling all people to meet with God in a real way week 

by week 
 people of all ages, backgrounds and experiences are welcomed and accepted 
 people can grow in Christian faith, understanding and spirituality 
 there is an openness to change in the life of the church under the guidance of the Holy 

Spirit 
Caring Community where: 

 people are committed to one another, open with one another and supportive of one another 
 people are enabled to discover and exercise their gifts and skills in the service of Christ 
 people are accepted and valued as they are. 

Serving Community where: 
 people are committed to serving the local and worldwide community as an expression of Christian 

love and commitment 
 people are sensitive to local needs and issues 
 care, concern and practical support is shown for individuals outside the church as well as those 

within 
 people are equipped for service in the secular world 

Witnessing community where: 
 people work and pray for an attractive church and are confident of the presence of Christ and his 

power to change lives 
 people desire to share the love and truth of God in Christ with their friends, neighbours and 

colleagues 
 people are converted to Christ and build up their faith. 

This vision will be worked out in practice by seeking to serve the needs of the following groups of 
people: 
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 Those already part of the church community 
 Those on the fringes of the church community 
 Those living in our local area who have little or no connection with the church community 
 Those in the wider world community 

 
Following an Away Day for the PCC and others in October, our Mission Statement is being reviewed and 
revised.    

 
                                              St Laurence’s year 

 
 Rainbows and Brownies and the sewing group regularly meet in the Church Rooms. Guides started in Sept 
2022. Standing Committee and PCC meetings are held there, as are some other committees. 
 
Little Steps takes place every Monday morning, and Toddler Praise has now begun again in church, while 
Messy Church takes place every month. 
 
Helen Hartley has created posters for all the major church events:- Christmas, Mothers Day and Easter.  
 
Lesley Newton, Hilary Wallace and Helen Hartley continue to collate and distribute Connect, which is 
always well received. Lesley also keeps us informed of church activities through Facebook and emails.  
 
Colin Grimmett and John Charlesworth continue to look after the churchyard, and despite a very strong 
growing season managed to keep it looking good.  
 
 
 

Worship 
 

Our church services continue to be streamed for the benefit of housebound people, and we have continued 
to use the projector and screen instead of hymn books, with the help of a small team. We continued to 
open the side door in the chancel to hopefully prevent covid, but as the weather grew colder, we stopped 
doing that. The small groups of singers continue to lead the singing from the front, but happily we no 
longer wear masks in church. 
Lent began with an Ash Wednesday communion, and continued with prayer meetings on Wednesday 
evenings from 7-8pm, led initially by Tony Hand and Chris Coates, then followed by private prayer at prayer 
stations round the church.   We also began our renewal campaign under the title Building Together, which 
was a success.   Sammi Tooze, from the Diocesan Office, came over to assist us with this. 
Mothers’ Day posies were made and given out during the Mothering Sunday service. Afterwards  some  
Church members sat at the lychgate and in the church porch after the service and offered posies to people 
coming to put flowers on their mothers’ graves.  
There was Holy Communion for Maundy Thursday. On Good Friday there was a walk of witness round the 
church and churchyard led by Celia Hare, followed by soup and activities in the church rooms. The children 
helped to create the Easter garden which was then carried into church. On Easter Sunday flowers were 
placed on the cross as people arrived, and it was then carried into church to start the service. After the 
service the children enjoyed an egg hunt round the churchyard, and the congregation also received eggs as 
they left. In the church rooms there was coffee and Simnel cake. 
In September we marked the Queen’s death with a book of remembrance in the church, and candles to 
light in her memory. 
In October there was an Awayday at Wyedale, where John Day led us through discussions on a vision for 
our church working on the continuing idea of Building Together.  This has been followed up with meetings 
to suggest ideas for being a greater presence in Newby and Scalby. We already had Chat and Chuckle at 
Webb Ellis Court once a month, and were discussing and planning to offer a Warm Space during the cold 
months. 
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Remembrance Day took place as usual and a large congregation followed on to the memorial, with two 
students from Scalby School reading the list of the fallen. The memorial service for families took place on 
6th November, with refreshments served at the back of church, and again was well attended, and a great 
comfort to the bereaved.  
At Christmas the usual Wassail evening was held, but this time in the Rugby Club, ensuring that it was open 
to more people, not only the church community. It was very popular and great fun, plus several new people 
attended. We held two pop-up nativities with carols, one at High Mill, and one in Scalby village, which lots 
of children and families attended. Chris Wright, Celia Hare, Sue Truefitt and Kate Hill all made these 
possible, and many church members supported them. A traditional carol service had been prepared, but 
dangerously icy paths made the decision to cancel it a good idea, though very disappointing. We held two 
Christingle services on Christmas Eve which were packed out, and over £600 raised for the Childrens’ 
Society organised by Hilary Wallace and Celia Hare. The midnight mass was also full, as was morning 
worship on Christmas Day, which was led by Celia Hare. 
 
Café Explore began again and regularly attracts between 9 and 16 people, with worship prepared by Marie 
Freeman. Thursday Communion began again in November and also attracts on average 15 people.   
Tony, Chris Coates, Marion Wright and Tony Shaw provide leadership, and the regular worshippers were 
delighted to get back together.  
 
Two house groups now meet again on Wednesday evenings for worship and discussion. We are hoping a 
daytime group might start.  
 
Because the church had been closed, the flower arrangers had begun to decorate the railings near the 
church porch with swags for church festivals. Once the church had reopened for services, flowers were 
again arranged in church, but the decorations by the sundial have continued. This has happened for 
harvest, Remembrance, Christmas and Easter, and is welcomed by all those who walk through the 
churchyard, and is a lovely witness to the worship of the church. 
 
The Ministry 
 

We are very lucky at St Laurence in having a wonderful, inspiring team of clergy. We give thanks for 
Bishop David Wilbourne, who has taken many 8 o’clock services for us, inspiring many with his sermons and 
energy, for Marion Wright and Philip Newell who have continued to support us all and brought new ideas 
and thoughts to the ministry. This year we have been joined by Reverend Rosie Coles and Reverend 
Stephen Walker, who have willingly joined the team and make wonderful contributions through sermons 
and prayers to our services. Sadly for us, Chris Coates was appointed minister at Cloughton, but still joins us 
for some events. Rosie has had to cut back her service through ill health, but happily is improving. Our best 
wishes to her for a speedy recovery!  Tony Hand continues to lead us all, and is warmly appreciated by the 
congregation for his good humour and readiness to chat. As he walks everywhere, he is a very visible 
witness in the village. We are very blessed with our team. 
 
  
 

Finance  
 

There is a detailed financial report available but we would like to acknowledge and say thank you to our 
Treasurer John Freeman for all his very considerable hard work overseeing the finances of St Laurence.  We 
know that in his hands the finances will always be given considerable attention and that he will always give 
the PCC sound advice. He announced at the 2022 APCM his intention to retire, and has spent the year 
handing over to Rana Sharrock, who will become our new treasurer. Many thanks for all he has done for St 
Laurence’s church over many years, and a happy retirement! Thank you also to our Planned Giving 
Recorder Martin Williamson, Gift Aid Recorder Mike Pixton and to John Mills for managing the Electoral 
Roll.  
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Fabric, fixtures and fittings 
The property committee oversees these matters together with the Church Rooms, School House and 
Churchyard on a day to day basis and a full report from them is included in the appendix. The planning for 
the future use of the buildings is ongoing and in the meantime the committee ensures that repairs and 
renewals are carried out. The Jubilee tree, a beech chosen by pupils of Newby School who took part in the 
planting ceremony, is now in place in the Glebe field. 
 
Other Groups 
The Barnabas Group, led by Mavis Wild, Sally McIntyre and Sue Pynn has been meeting on the first Tuesday 
of the month in the church rooms. They welcome anyone who has been bereaved and offer support and a 
place to chat. Sue and Mavis decided they should retire as leaders, but thankfully Rosie Coles and Sally 
McIntyre have volunteered to lead.  
The tower and hand bell ringers are led by Alan Grundy, Captain of the Bells. They have resumed ringing, as 
have the handbell ringers.  
 
Thankfulness 
 
We have a lot to be thankful for this year. Things are finally beginning to get back to normal after Covid 
restrictions and we are able to resume, slowly, our usual activities, though always mindful of the safety of 
others. We have many church members who help in all sorts of ways, from cleaning the church, to 
streaming the services. They are too numerous to name, but it always strikes us what a willing and 
wonderful team of people we are. 
 
Thank you especially to Sarah Readman for her work in organising the office and to Jo Brown who has 
joined her in the office. 
Thank you to our Deputy Churchwardens Valerie Aston and Lesley Newton for their help over the year, 
their knowledge, kindness and support. 
 
Thank you to our PCC and especially to Sue Truefitt, who as well as being Churchwarden is also PCC 
secretary and organises pastoral visiting and social events.  
 
Our thanks must go to Tony and all our clergy and readers and those who have taken or added to our 
services, and to Rachel, Tony’s wife,  for both supporting Tony, and becoming an active member of our 
church community.  
 
Especially thank you to our congregation, for being a friendly and welcoming church. We have lost count of 
the number who have visited or become members of our congregation who have said how welcome they 
were made to feel. Thank you all. 
 
Jill Bradley and Sue Truefitt  (Churchwardens) 
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