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Bethel Baptist Church Trustees Report — 2023-2024

Objectives and Activities
Our stated charitable objective is “to glorify God by the advancement of the Christian Religion for the
benefit of the public in accordance with the basis of faith of the church™

The trustees work alongside the pastor and deacons of the church to promote the ministry of the
church in every way. This includes pastoral ministry to members and other attenders, evangelistic
ministry to those cutside the church and mission ministry supporting friends who are working in
several other parts of the world. We are committed to following the teaching of the bible in our
activities and the basis of faith of the church reflects that commitment,

“ublic Benefit

When planning our activities for the year, the trustees, pastor and deacons have considered the
Commission’s guidance on public benefit and the specific guidance on charities for the advancement
of religion. More information on this guldance can be found here:

We benefit the public by providing a safe, accessible and welcoming environment for Christian
worship in the village of Laleston. This Is achieved through our regular weekly meetings, some less
frequent but regular activities and through special events at various times throughout the year. We
meet a valuable social need in providing opportunities for local people to meet together.

To meet these objectives and to continue to run activities, we also need to maintain and upgrade our
buildings and facilities,

Achievements and Performance

During the last year, we have continued our weekly programme of services on Sundays (10.30am and
6.00pm), various ladies meetings on Mondays and bible study and prayer meetings on Thursday
evenings and Friday mornings. In addition to those weekly events, we also hold manthly coffes
mornings and occasional men's breakfast events. A few times a year we host free lunches, either on
sunday or mid-week and then usually in the summer, we hold a garden party to provide an afterncon
of social time, activities for children and an event to publicise the church.

Our Sunday services have been well attended during the last year with a small increase of people
attending, especially on Sunday mornings. We have continued recording the moming sermon and
sending out the YouTube link and notes to members and friends in case anyone was nat able to
attend. This has been helpful for some members who have been kept from services for various
health reasons or away on haliday.

The ladies meetings continue to alternate between a craft meeting attended by local ladies and 2
worship meeting with an invited speaker, Both meetings usually have around 10-15 people in
attendance and are run by church volunteers.,

Craft meeting - many thanks to Mary Isaac for organising this meeting and for the report details
following. New members have been added over the last year and are very welcome, The group
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continued to make items for charitable causes in the area. Princess of Wales Hospital received 14
large blankets, 35 new-born caps and 7 small blankets.

From summer onwards, items have been sent to orphanages in Ukraine through the Bryn Ukraine
Support Group (Maesteg). items collected and sent include the following: 22 large blankets, 19 baby
caps, also bootees, gloves, hats, cardigans, and 12 small blankets. Thanks to Anne and Godfrey
Morris for delivering contributions, The group also collects stamps for charity purposes and knitted
209 poppies to help with decorations at 5t Teilo's church for Remembrance services.

The group gave £30 out of their funds to two charities, Macmillan and Ty Hafan, They also enjoyed
food together on a couple of occasions. The meeting is enjoyed by all those wha attend and is a
helpful benefit to those who live alone or may be lonely.

Worship meeting - on the alternate weeks, there is a worship service for ladies. Many thanks to
Marilyn John for organising and arranging this meeting. Over the past year, a number of guests have
been invited to come and speak along with a few people from within the church. The group sings
hymns and songs together before the speaker brings a message from the bible. The time is followed
by refreshments and as with the craft meeting, serves a very benaficial purpose for those who
attend.

Our menthly coffee morning is a free event organised by church volunteers and is attended by
around 20-25 people, many of whom live in our local community. We serve drinks and other
refreshments, all offered free, and give a short talk from the bible for about 10 mins.

The men's breakfast events are an opportunity for local men to meet up and chat and listen to
someone give a short talk, often an invited guest. During this last year, we held a total of three
events, attended by around 10-15 men each time and again, this event was offered for free.

We were saddened as a church to lose three of our regular congregation during the last year, Pat
Guhwell passed away in April 2023, Roy Anthony in November 2023 and Tony Powell in April 2024,
We will miss our friends greatly, but we rejoice as Christians that those who die trusting Christ as
their Saviour are now at rest with the Lord Jlesus.

We rejoiced with two members of our congregation, Jemimah Grindell and Harry Coombe as they
were married just after Easter. Due to numbers, we were not able to use the chapel, but instead were
able to hire the SaRang Thomas Centre at Union Schoal

of Theology nearby,

As an active part of our local community, we attended
the Laleston Village Fete in June to publicise the church
and provide activities for children. We also gave away a
number of bibles and other books to those interested
to know more about the Christlan faith.

We held a garden party in July (picture to the right) to
invite local people into the church to enjoy a free
community event. The rain mesnt we couldn't enjoy
the garden as much as we would have liked, but the
evient was well attended and enjoyed by all who came,
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Mission - during the year we continued to support a number of missienaries working in 5. Ireland,
Hungary and also in the UK. Two of our supported missionary families came back to the UK and
finished their missionary work during the last year and so no longer needed the SUppOrt we were
giving. The deacons are looking into other oppertunities to support mission work in the future. We
also support Union, the organisation that runs the theological college, Union School of Theology in

Bridgend.

Building work — we set up a bullding committee to look into extending the present facility with a new
main meeting room in the garden area to the rear of the church, The present chapel building has a
number of limitations and we would like to be able to have maore space for a possible children's work
or creche facility alongside our regular services. The building committee has met at regular intervals
throughout the year and with ethers whe might be able to help us with the project, Through one of
those contacts (Nigel Clifford), we submitted a pre-planning apglication to the councl and have now
received a positive response (April) from owr statutery preliminary enquiry, highlighting the planning
considerations that we would need to chserve. We hope to apply for full planning permission in the
near fubure,

some minor maintenance work was carried out during the year as well as regular maintenance of the
building, graveyard and garden area.

Financial Rewiey

The giving for the year was again increased from the previous year which is encouraging and we are
grateful for the gift aid money recovered from those who are taxpayers. Our accounts for the year
show a surplus of just over £6,500 which we plan to use for possible building work in the future,

We are thankful and grateful for the faithful way the members and friends of the church support the
church in all that we seek to do.

Our total income for the year was £46,151, comprising £42,711 into the unrestricted fund and £3,440
into the designated fund. Our total expenses were £39,612, leaving us a surplus of £3,099 in our
unrestricted fund and £3,440 in the designated fund (£6,539 total). The designated fund stands at
£8,976. With money already in the unrestricted fund of £29,548, the total at the end of the year was
£32,647. As mentioned above in the section on future building work, we have longer term plans for
some expansion and the surplus money in the unrestricted fund will be used for that purpase along
with any extra money from grants.

Reserves Policy

The trustees along with the deacons and pastor have dgreed together to maintain a reserve fund of
£5,000 to cover running costs of the church for a period of approximately 3 months in the case of any
financial emergency affecting the current account finances of the church, The level of this fund will
be reviewed annually by the trustees and members of the church.

/olunteers

Many of the activities of the church rely on the time and energy given by volunteers. Activities
include organising speakers for ladies meetings, setting up the rooms for meetings, cleaning,
preparing flowers, serving refreshments, playing plano, recording and banking money and auditing
the church accounts. The trustees would like to register their sincere thanks to all those whao wark so
hard to make the church run smoothly and who give their time so freely,
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structure, Governance and Management

The trustees are appointed annually at the AGM. The day-to-day running of the church is under the
pastor and the deacons, appointed by the members. Deacons serve for 3 years and must then be
appointed by the members to continue to serve for 3 year periods. The deacons and pastor meet
menthiy to discuss the life and ministry of the church and to review the finances.

The current deacons are Marilyn John and David Laviers.

The church is now administered by two trustees, lim Grindell (Pastor) and Kevin Green (secretary)
and we are hoping to add to the number of trustees very soon, To further help the chiurch in the
future, we would like to change our status from being a Charitable Trust to becoming a Charitable
Incorporgted Organisation, We are currently locking inta this and hope to change status this coming
year,
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Administrative Information
Bethel Baptist Church is situated in the village of Laleston, just cutside Bridgend, Our postal address
s

Bethel Baptist Chapel
High Street

Lalestan

CF32 OHP

Trustees:
Jim Grindell (Pastor)
Eewin Green (Secretary)

Pastor:
Jim Grindell

Deacons:
Marilyn John
David Laviers [treasurer)

Report approved by the Trustees on 28th May 2024 and signed on their behalf by lim Grindell
{Pastor).
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Weekly Collections

Gaft Aid Donabiors:
Cft Aid Recovered
Building Fund Donations
Fublic Charity Donations
FHire of Chiunch Premises
Ingerest Received
Funeral Gifts

Cranis Receresd

Earthuuake Appeal
Total Recelpts

Payments

Ministers Stipers

Pensicn Contribwtion - Enpleyers Contribution
Wisiting Speakers

Local Mission

Confenernce - Foom

Missionary Domations

Grant Expenditare

Turkey & Syria Barthquake Appeal
Safeguarding

Electricity
Gas
[nsurance
Baoiler Service

Buﬂ:linsﬂrp-ln
Csa Pit

Fire Safety
Grounds Mambenance

Fellorwship Expenditure
Sundries

Tutal Payments
Annmal Sarplus [ {Deficit)
Funds as at Sth April 2023 & 2022

Funds as at 5th April 2024 & 0%

Bethel Bapiist Charch Labeston

Registered Charity No: - 1131138

Ricwipts & Payments Account
Year Ending Sth April 2024 Year Ending 5th April 2023
Unrestricted  Deesignated Unrestricted  Designated
Fumd Fund Fund Fund
£ £ £ £
10,192 |
75,668 | 105 B
i 1101 | 6,131
1,880
1,500 1,000]
241 H
|
2.654]
1,001}
Lam
2711 3440 [T¥ 1,050
6,764 B
1373 1782
1009 e
A 356
I T L4
2 550 3600
]
2,000
08}
17
E38 5
410 |
7] 775]
_100] sl
| S|
Fre Fh5
31 154
Tl 405
i 5
Mez : — -
3,009 3440 .00 1.050]
i LT 5,538 3,539 4438
31647 B, 57/ 24,548 5,536
41,633 35,084
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Fixpd Assets

Church Building, Graveyard & Grounds

Liguid Asseis

Sangander Bank Account
Barclays Bank Account

Barclays Bank Account
Total Famnds

Santander Bank Account
Barclays Bank Account
Tﬂndam ¥s Bank Account (Designated Aceount)

Botes
Uverpayment re Electricity
Contingent Liabilities

D
Crand re Keyboard, Loop System, Computer
EastorTrail

Bethe]l Baptist Chzrch Laleston

Registered Charity No: - 1131135
Assets d Liabilities

Year Ending Sth April 2023

Unrestricted  Designated

Funad Funad Funad Funad
£ £ £ £

Year Ending Sth April 2024

400000 40000K)
24673 15040 1784
Fi o 11714
- 7476 353
i B¥T6 Fasdy 5536
41633 5084
26175
7972
TATG
41623
667 L]
33 o
5 S
2651
165




Mate

Linin

B Gorliifim - 100 Fold

A, Douglas - Nepal

M. Duinkley - Middle East
I. Michasber - Eire

T. Burgan - Hungary

Total

Payroll Software
Safeguarding Costs - See Accounts
CCLT Music Copyright

Fimancial Assistance

Paper Towels & Handwash
Garden Chairs

Cleaning Materials
Stationery
Windding Gift
Flowers

Tkl

Bethel Baptist Church Laleston
Registered Charity No: - 1131135

Motbes ho Accounts
Year Enading Sth April 202 Year Ending Sth April 2023
£ £
600 &
B0 &00
&0
&00
7= &0
& L]
2550 3500
178 Ky |
34
o &7
3
B1
=]
s 1%
3
(L1
47 2]
A 45

Fage B



@ CHARITY COMMISSION|  independent examiner's

S —

FOR ENGLAND AND WALES report on the accounts

Independent Examiner's Eeport

Re to the trustees/
. rr:mhnr:nf AsTHEL BAPTIST CHVALY LALESToN
On accounts for the year | Charity n
onded| 5™ ARRic Qo Grany) | N3RS
.

Eatmltnnpaguj |

| report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts of the above
charity (“the Trust") for the year ended :

Responsibilities and As the charity trustees of the Trust, you are responsible for the preparanon
basis of report of the accounts in accordance with the reguirements of the Charities Act
2011 (“the Act’).

| report in respect of my examination of the Trust's accounts carmied out
under section 145 of the 2011 Act and in carmying out my examination, |
have followed the applicable Directions given by the Charity Commission
uvnder section 145(5)(b) of the Act
independent | have completed my examination. | confirm that no material matters have
examiner's statement CcOome to my attention (atherthaa-that-disclesed-balow *) in connection with
the examination which gives me cause to believe that in, any materal
respect:
= accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130 of
the Act or
= (he accounts do not accord with the accounting records

i have no concems and have come across no other matters in connection
with the examination to which attention should be drawn in order to enable a

proper understanding of the accounts to be reached.
* Piease delete the words in the brackets if they do not apply.

signed: | AW Paswn, Date:| 2% .5. 200%

Name: SV ANNE Heeen PHH.M

Relevant professional | ReTi2cpd CHYARTERED ACCOUNTANT
gualification(s) or body t ) i

(if any):
Address: | 20 P AAKRFIELDS Pen Y -FAT 1
RALOGEND  CE3 NG ;’

ER 1 October 2018



ection B Disclosure

Jnly complete if the examiner needs to highlight matters of concern (see CC32,

Independent examination of charity accounts: directions and ouidance fr
BXAMINErs).

Sive here brief details of
any items that the
axaminer wishes to
Jisciosa. |

2 October 2018



