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ST THOMAS' UNITED REFORMED CHURCH
WATFORD CHARITY
England & Wales · Charity number 1131058

Details

Other names ST THOMAS' URC WATFORD CHARITY

Status Registered

Legal form Previously excepted

Registered 2009-08-10

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address 31
Farthing Close
Watford
Herts
WD18 0BT

Phone 01923227710

Email info@thescrollchurch.org

Website www.thescrollchurch.org

Activities

Objects: The object of the Charity is the advancement of the Christian faith for the benefit of the public in
accordance with the Scheme of Union of the United Reformed Church.

Activities: St Thomas' United Reformed Church Watford Charity is a local church of the United Reformed
Church in Great Britian and is a member church of the Thames North Synod of the Church.

Classification

• How: Makes Grants To Organisations, Provides Buildings/facilities/open Space, Provides Services

• What: Religious Activities

• Who: The General Public/mankind

https://opencharities.uk/ew/1131058
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mailto:info@thescrollchurch.org
www.thescrollchurch.org
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Geography

• Area of benefit: UNDEFINED. IN PRACTICE, LOCAL.

• Hertfordshire

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2024-12-31 £30,064 £11,043 - -

2023-12-31 £30,230 £9,158 - -

2022-12-31 £18,065 £35,945 - -

2021-12-31 £24,581 £5,821 - -

2020-12-31 £24,213 £15,439 - -

Trustees

Name Role Appointed

Charles Vinan 2014-03-16

Dr Jean Stevenson 2014-04-27

Elaine Margaret Faires 2024-02-18

Frances Margaret Raymond 2023-07-16

Geoffrey Michael Brown 2024-07-07

Iren Sarolta Jasko

Kathleen Anne Scott 2017-09-23

Lynette Anne Holland 2025-06-01

MR JIM CLARK

Margaret Ingram

Michael Hill 2017-09-23

Rev Donna Lynne Fowler-Marchant 2020-07-08

Wendy Nugent 2019-01-13
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Review of Activities and Achievements 

The project to redevelop the Langley Road site has again made very slow 
progress. The 2019 planning permission needed renewing but this was not 
progressed by the developer who subsequently indicated that the scheme is 
not viable. This resulted in the Langley Road property being offered for sale, 
and offers were under consideration at the end of the year. 

Financial review 

The registered charity's accounts are attached to this report. As previously 
reported, St. Thomas' Charity's income during 2024 was principally from the 
letting of the manse. Apart from costs in connection with the manse, ongoing 
expenses are principally for the residual maintenance, insurance and electricity 
costs of the Langley Road property, and the off-site storage of furniture which 
may be needed in the new building. 

URC Thames North Trust holds for the church, investments known as the 
Church Maintenance Endowment and the Manse Maintenance Endowment 
Fund. Their use is restricted accordingly. 

This report was approved by the Trustees on \~June 2025 and is signed on 
their behalf by the Minister, the Revd. Dr. Donna Fowler-Marchant. 
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Structure, Governance and Management 

With the formation of the LEP, and in accordance with its constitution, the 
Trustees of The Scroll Church, known as the Leadership Team, exercise the 
functions of the Elders Meeting of St. Thomas' URC, and The Scroll Church 
congregational meeting ( of all members wishing to attend) gives general 
guidance on the life and work of the Church. 

The Trustees consist of the Minister having pastoral charge with up to twelve 
members elected by the congregation, six of URC origin and six of Methodist 
origin, whose period of service is three years. There is no limit on the number 
of consecutive periods of their service. Their responsibilities span the life and 
work of the congregation, the financial administration of the Church and the 
care and maintenance of Church premises and the manse. 

The members of the Scroll Church Leadership Team who served from 1st 

January 2024 until the date this report was approved are: 

Revd Dr Donna Fowler-Marchant 
Mr Geoff Brown (from 07.07.24) 
Mr Jim Clark 
Mrs Elaine Faires (from 18.02.24) 
Mr Michael Hill 
Mrs Margaret Ingram 
Mrs Iren Jasko 
Mr Vernon Lane 
Mrs Wendy Nugent 
Mrs Frances Raymond 
Mrs Katie Scott 
Dr Jean Stevenson 
Mr Charles Vinan 

The Scroll Church is one of seven Churches forming the South Herts Group of 
United Reformed Churches, a Local Area Group within the Thames North 
Synod, and one of 20 Churches in the Methodist West Hertfordshire and 
Borders Circuit which is part of the Bedfordshire, Essex and Hertfordshire 
District of the Methodist Church. 

Objectives and Activities 

The activities of St Thomas' URC through the LEP are described in The Scroll 
Church's own report. There is nothing further to describe here. 

The Leadership Team is aware of the Charity Commission's guidance on public 
be~e~it in "The ~dvancement of Religion for the Public Benefit" and has regard 
to It In the administration of the Church. 
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st. Thomas' United Reformed Church, Watford 

REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st DECEMBER 2024 

This report includes information required by the Charities (Accounts and 
Reports) Regulations 2011 and the Statement of Recommended Practice for 
Accounting by Charities 2015 as applicable to charities entitled to prepare 
accounts on the receipts and payments basis. 

Administrative information 

St. Thomas' United Reformed Church, Watford, is part of the Scroll Church 
Local Ecumenical Partnership. This is a single congregation local ecumenical 
partnership (LEP) between St. Thomas' URC and North Watford Methodist 
Church. The constitution of The Scroll Church was adopted on 23rd September 
2017 and established it as the charitable, unincorporated association governed 
by that Constitution. The Scroll Church is not required at present to register 
with the Charity Commission. 

St. Thomas' United Reformed Church remains responsible for the management 
of the church property at 68 Langley Road, Watford and the manse at 185 
Cassiobury Drive Watford. The properties are vested in URC Thames North 
Trust (company no. 75432) as trustees for the benefit of St. Thomas' URC in 
accordance with the statutory trusts applicable to URC properties. St Thomas' 
URC is a local church of the United Reformed Church in Great Britain and is a 
member of the Thames North Synod. It is administered in accordance with the 
provisions of the Structure of the United Reformed Church determined by the 
General Assembly of the United Reformed Church and supplemented by the 
rules of St. Thomas' URC. The financial activities of the Church were required 
by law to be registered as a charity. The governing document of the Charity 
was adopted by the Church Meeting on 28th June 2009. The Charity was 
registered by the Charity Commission on 10th August 2009 as Charity Number 
1131058. 

Planning permissioon was given during 2015 for the redevelopment of the 
Langely Road site with a smaller church and some houses. The Langley Road 
building was closed at the end of 2015 in preparation for this. Since January 
2016 the congregation has worshipped with the North Watford Methodist 
Church in its premises at The Harebreaks, Watford, Hertfordshire, WD24 6NF 
and the LEP was established in 2017. The intention was to move to Langley 
Road when the redevelopment of the URC site was completed. 

Further information about The Scroll Church can be found at 
https: //thescrol lch u rch. org 
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