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CHEPSTOW METHODIST CHURCH
England & Wales · Charity number 1130776

Details

Status Registered

Legal form Previously excepted

Registered 2009-07-28

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address Chepstow Methodist Church
Albion Square
Chepstow
Monmouthshire
NP16 5DA

Phone 01291627014

Website www.chepstowmethodist.org.uk

Activities

Objects: The purposes of the Methodist Church are and shall be deemed to have been since the date of
union the advancement of -(a) the Christian faith in accordance with the doctrinal standards and the discipline
of the Methodist Church;(b) any charitable purpose for the time being of any Connexional, district, circuit,
local or other organisation of the Methodist Church;(c) any charitable purpose for the time being of any
society or institution subsiduary or ancillary to the Methodist Church;(d) any purpose for the time being of any
charity being a charity subsidiary or ancillary to the Methodist Church.

Activities: The promotion of the christian faith to the population of Chepstow, to provde a centre for christian
worship and service to the surrounding community

Classification

• How: Provides Buildings/facilities/open Space, Other Charitable Activities

• What: Religious Activities

• Who: Children/young People, Elderly/old People, The General Public/mankind

https://opencharities.uk/ew/1130776
https://register-of-charities.charitycommission.gov.uk/en/charity-search/?p_p_id=uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=maximized&p_p_mode=view&_uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet_regId=1130776
www.chepstowmethodist.org.uk
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Geography

• Area of benefit: UNDEFINED. IN PRACTICE, LOCAL.

• Gloucestershire

• Monmouthshire

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2025-08-31 £118,891 £109,655 - -

2024-08-31 £109,579 £98,606 - -

2023-08-31 £125,973 £148,004 - -

2022-08-31 £122,425 £117,115 - -

2021-08-31 £114,185 £122,736 - -

2020-08-31 £140,942 £140,202 - -
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Trustees

Name Role Appointed

Rev Ian Timothy Griffiths Chair 2024-09-01

ALLAN KEITH STRANGE 2022-03-17

Alan Spencer Jones 2025-01-20

BERYL ANN QUINLAN 2022-09-15

CYNTHIA MAY GILES 2022-10-13

DAVID JOHN GRIFFIN 2019-01-10

ELENA JOHNSON

ENID KEE 2022-10-13

Gordon Albert Casson 2026-05-14

HAZEL GILLIAN EVANS 2022-10-13

Hilary Collins 2022-02-10

JOHN EDWIN THOMAS WESTLAKE 2022-10-13

JOHN KEVAN WILLIAM GILES 2022-10-13

JOY WILSON 2022-10-13

KEITH MAURICE HARVEY

Lisa Waite 2026-05-14

MAIR LIDDELL

MARGARET ANN HARVEY

MARGARET BISHOP

MS KATHY GRIFFIN

PAMELA ANN HORNE 2008-06-15

PAULINE STEPHANIE DAVIES 2000-06-15

Russell Charles Collins 2023-02-16

STUART NUTTALL 2014-10-01
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Trustees Annual Report for Chepstow Methodist Church (CMC) to Charity Commission.  

Reg no 1130776              2024-2025 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

In September we were pleased to welcome a new Minister to CMC, the Rev Ian Griffiths, 

as well as his wife, Tabitha, who is a local preacher.  

Ian has embraced the Missional areas we identified in 2023-24 and CMC continues to 

develop its mission, moving forwards in areas we have identified as specific ‘gifting” of our 

church community. 

Sunday worship has continued to slowly grow and we have been pleased to welcome a 

couple of new attendees from a (slightly) younger age group. 

Zoom services and video recordings continue, enabling those unable to attend on a 

Sunday to take part. The Beacon Café continues to be popular, and along with Toddlers 

and our Warm Space continues to be an integral part of our mission to invite non church 

members into our building.  

Our strong Pastoral team continues to offer support to church members through times of 

difficult as well as celebrating significant occasions with them. 

The two Management Support Groups, one for Beacon and one for Toddlers continue to 

support, encourage and challenge the leaders of these activities, so that these ministries 

keep moving forward into new initiatives and greater viability, not least in the intention to 

make each of them financially self-supporting rather than needing to rely on wider church 

funds.  

The Beacon is approaching financial stability and Warm Space continues to be a magnet 

for members of the community who need practical help or just a good chat and a 

refreshment. 

 The ‘Connect Programme’, an attempt to move all areas of church life into a more 

missional focus whilst remaining connected to each other as a cohesive unit, rather than 

just having lots of disconnected activities, continues to give us a sense of unity and 

purpose. We have identified three areas - Worship, Technology and accessibility of our 

building - as priorities for 2025 and beyond. 

Several house/Bible study groups offer spiritual growth and Wednesday Fellowship 

continues to be an important fortnightly event for a good number of mainly (though not 

exclusively) elderly members. A monthly “Walking” group allows church and non-church 

people to enjoy fellowship together and also God’s gift of nature. 

The Trustees are grateful for the generosity of giving by church members which has 
enabled Chepstow Methodist Church (CMC) to meet its liabilities as they fall due without 
recourse to using its reserves. In addition to the donations to Church funds, the church 
family at CMC has responded in many ways to support specific events and appeal, both 
local and throughout the world. Significant donations have been given to All We Can, 
Action for Children and the Shoe Box charities. Many members of CMC also donate 
directly to appeals rather than via the church.  



 

 

 
There are significant challenges ahead not just in significantly higher operational costs but 
significant property spend to improve accessibility to the premises. 
With the continued support of church members and an expected increase in letting income 
for 2024/25 we are confident the Church will continue to meet its liabilities and grow. 
 
CMC continues to be a worshipping church with a real heart for its community, open to all 

and always aiming to be a place of welcome, friendship and support. 
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Trustees Annual Report for Chepstow Methodist Church to Charity Commission.  

Reg no 1130776              2023-2024 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

CMC continues to develop its mission, moving forwards in areas we have identified as 
specific ‘gifting’ of our church community. We spent much of the previous year 
assessing our strengths and weaknesses, and into 2023-24 have moved that forward 
into focussing on how we can put our gifts into better missional practice. 

Zoom services continue, enabling those unable to attend on a Sunday to take part. The 
Beacon Café becomes ever more popular, and Toddlers, whilst struggling with 
attendance has begun to gain some traction and a greater sense of purpose. 

During 2023-24 we have developed two Management Support Groups, one for Beacon 
and one for Toddlers, each with a about six members including the leaders of the 
groups. The idea is to support and encourage, but also challenge and push, so that 
those ministries don’t stagnate but rather keep moving forward into new initiatives and 
greater viability, not least in the intention to make each of them financially self-
supporting rather than needing to rely on wider church funds. This work has begun over 
the summer of 2024 and a new sense of hope and excitement is already evident. 

Sunday worship has continued to grow, if only slightly.  Alongside increasing age and 
infirmity we have seen a couple of new attendees from a (slightly) younger age group 
which is encouraging. We continue to address the need to develop our worship style. 

Last year we established ‘hospitality’ as one of our key gifts at CMC and we are seeking 
to develop this generic ministry. We have begun the ‘Connect Programme’ in an attempt 
to move all areas of church life into a more missional focus (with hospitality at the heart) 
whilst remaining connected to each other as a cohesive unit, rather than just having lots 
of disconnected activities. We hope this will give us a greater sense of unity and 
purpose. 

Warm & Cosy (winter) and Cool & Chilled (summer) have gone from strength to strength 
and continue to be a magnet for members of the community who need practical help or 
just a good chat and a cuppa. 

Wednesday Fellowship continues to be an important fortnightly event for a good 
number of mainly (though not exclusively) elderly members. 

CMC is a worshipping church with a real heart for its community. We try to be open to all 
and always aim to be a place of welcome, friendship and support. 

 

Rev Paul Chesworth 
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Trustees Annual Report for Chepstow Methodist Church to Charity Commission.  

Reg no 1130776              2022-2023 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

This past year has seen a time of great reflection for CMC. With Covid beginning to slip 
into history and ‘so called’ normality slowly returning, we begin to realise the long effects 
of Covid and see that much will not return to the way it was. On the positive side, Zoom 
services continue, enabling those unable to attend on a Sunday to take part. 

Sunday worship has grown a little, with a few newcomers joining our community. Though 
still small and increasingly elderly, the congregation has been keen to examine our 
current work and mission in order to aid the future work. We have used the analogy of 
being a damaged ship in dry dock, spending much time taking stock and through 
consultation and prayer establishing how and when we might relaunch into a new 
adventure.  A very successful Leadership Team ‘away day’ in January 2023 brought much 
into focus. From that event a detailed report was written up with our findings, the main 
discovery being that one of our key gifts at CMC is hospitality.  Alongside that we 
recognised the need to develop our worship (style and format) and think carefully about 
the implications on our building if we are to be truly good hosts, looking at areas such as 
disabled access and the need for a new lift (the current one is 24 years old and is 
temperamental!). 

Connected to this we realised that over the year ahead we need to give priority to the work 
and mission of our Beacon café.  A small working group was set up to look at how we 
might make the Beacon surroundings more attractive for regulars and visitors alike. 

Warm Space was set up (Warm and Cosy) in response to the winter 2022-23 utility bills 
crisis. This has been successful to the extent that as summer 2023 approached the work 
continued as a ‘warm welcome’ with its title changing to ‘Cool and Chilled’.  It will revert 
back to ‘Warm and Cosy’ later in 2023. 

Toddlers has grown slightly this year, and the Wednesday Fellowship continues to be an 
important fortnightly event for a good number of mainly (though not exclusively) elderly 
members. 

CMC is a worshipping church with a real heart for its community. We try to be open to all 
and always aim to be a place of welcome, friendship and support. 

 

Rev Paul Chesworth 
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Trustees Annual Report for Chepstow Methodist Church.     Reg No. 1130776 

 

2021-2022 

The reopening up of Church for worship and community use has picked up in this past year, albeit under the 

Welsh Covid regulations in existence at the time. Each Sunday has seen a gathering for worship at 10.00 am 

with Zoom available for those unable to attend Church. Healing and Wholeness, a monthly, meditative Service 

has returned on a Sunday evening and has been a particular blessing after the last very, difficult years. Worship 

has included a Christingle for families at Christmas, well attended, as was the Carol Service and the Boys 

Brigade Service. The Church has also had a Memorial Service for those who have passed away, and, with House 

Groups continuing, and a new venture; ‘Pilgrims’, a book club asking the deeper questions of life, the 

worshipping Church has bounced back well. 

The Boys Brigade has been able to continue, and to thrive throughout the pandemic, and, over this past year, 

they have met weekly in the Church and offer young people a real sense of purpose, creativity and awareness 

of learning how to serve all in our communities. The Toddler Group has also returned. The numbers are down 

on previous years, but it is hoped that there will be a pick-up as confidence returns. 

The Beacon Café continues to be a beacon of light, welcoming many, three days a week and a real hub for the 

community. This has been open when the ‘Fair Organic Food’ stall is run for the whole community, and there is 

a Fairtrade stall in the Beacon.  

The Church is involved in CAP; Christians Against Poverty, Cytun; Churches Together that operates a Food Bank 

and provision for ‘rough sleepers’, and has much use of the building through U3A, drama groups, Rainbows and 

many others that seek to use the excellent community facilities. 

For older folk, a new group has begun; The Wednesday Fellowship, a group that aims to alleviate loneliness and 

encourages people to come and hear many different speakers talk of many interesting ventures. The ‘Singing 

for Fun’ group for people with memory loss has met, though the numbers are low and under review. The 

pandemic has took it’s toll amongst this particular group. 

Chepstow Methodist Church continues to be a worshipping Church with a heart for it’s community. It has 

continued to be open for all, where possible, and provides a valuable resource for community engagement and 

stability in times of uncertainty. 

Revd. Gordon Gresswell  
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Trustees Annual Report Chepstow Methodist Church. Reg No:1130776 

 

2020-2021 

Although this has been a challenging year for us because of the ongoing effects of Covid-19, we have 

continued to work in new ways to fulfil our charitable objectives as best we can. We have continued 

to worship as a community through the use of Zoom, and in times when restrictions were looser and 

we were able to meet in person with distancing and masks, we had a combined Zoom and in-person 

service. We also record these services and later post them to YouTube, accessible via our website, so 

that those who might not be able to attend “live” still have the opportunity to participate. This has 

included special seasonal acts of worship, including Blue Christmas, Christmas Eve and Christmas Day 

services, along with Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Sunday services. Our 

House Groups have also continued to meet via Zoom throughout varying levels of lockdown. 

We aim to serve the local young people, though this has been difficult during this last year. Our Boys 

Brigade (which includes girls) is still strong and have kept in touch using Zoom during this time and are 

looking forward to meeting again. Our Parent and Toddler groups have also been unable to meet for 

most of the year, but our project leader has kept in touch with the families who normally attend.  

We continue to serve the local community by joining with other denominational churches in the area 

to run a Foodbank and debt counselling courses. Our premises are centrally located to the local town 

next to the bus station. We invest regularly in the upkeep of the church premises, even during the 

lockdown periods with daily checks of the building and grounds by volunteers.  

During normal times, local community groups are regular users, including art groups, slimming groups, 

many U3A groups, Girl Guide “Rainbow” and children’s drama groups. Our ‘Singing for Fun’ group for 

people living with memory loss and their carers is very popular and much appreciated. However, these 

groups have not been able to meet during the last year, but we look forward to being able to welcome 

them back.  

 We also run the ‘Beacon Cafe’ which is a community orientated hospitality project run by our church, 

where food and drinks are affordable, and there are people who are willing to pray with people or be 

a listening ear. This project also helps rough sleepers, etc. on a frequent basis by providing 

refreshments and essential clothing etc. We were able to open the Beacon for a period of time over 

the last year, but we were forced to close during various lockdowns.  

We maintain our commitment to the work we do, which is centred in a Christian ethos, in these 

challenging times. We have continued whatever work has been possible, while also being committed 

to our duty of care in keeping people as safe as we can during this pandemic. 
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Trustees Annual Report Chepstow Methodist Church. Reg No:1130776 

 

2020-2021 

Although this has been a challenging year for us because of the ongoing effects of Covid-19, we have 

continued to work in new ways to fulfil our charitable objectives as best we can. We have continued 

to worship as a community through the use of Zoom, and in times when restrictions were looser and 

we were able to meet in person with distancing and masks, we had a combined Zoom and in-person 

service. We also record these services and later post them to YouTube so that those who might not 

be able to attend live still have the opportunity to participate. This has included special seasonal acts 

of worship, including Blue Christmas, Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services, along with Ash 

Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Sunday services. We have worked to make 

worship as accessible as possible by also sending out DVD recordings of services to people who don’t 

have Internet access. Our House Groups have also continued to meet via Zoom throughout varying 

levels of lockdown. 

We aim to serve the local young people, though this has been difficult during this last year. Our Boys 

Brigade (which includes girls) is still strong and have kept in touch during this time and are looking 

forward to meeting again. Our Parent and Toddler groups have also been unable to meet, but our 

project leader has kept in touch with the families who normally attend.  

We continue to serve the local community by joining with other denominational churches in the area 

to run a Foodbank and debt counselling courses. Our premises are centrally located to the local town 

next to the bus station. We invest regularly in the upkeep of the church premises, even during the 

lockdown periods with daily checks of the building and grounds by volunteers.  

During normal times, local community groups are regular users, including art groups, slimming groups, 

many U3A groups, Rainbow and children’s drama groups. Our ‘Singing for Fun’ group for people living 

with memory loss and their carers is very popular and much appreciated. However, these groups have 

not been able to meet during the last year, but we look forward to being able to welcome them back.  

 We also host the ‘Beacon Cafe’ which is a community orientated hospitality project, where food and 

drinks are affordable, and there are people who are willing to pray with people or be a listening ear. 

This project also helps rough sleepers, etc. on a frequent basis. We were able to open the Beacon for 

a period of time over the last year, but we were forced to close again after further lockdowns. We 

look to open the Beacon again at the end of May. 

We maintain our commitment to the work we do, which is centred in a Christian ethos, in these 

challenging times. We have continued whatever work has been possible, while also being committed 

to our duty of care in keeping people as safe as we can. 
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