
Parish	of	Upton-cum	Chalvey	(Church	of	England)	
Charity	Registered	in	England	1130774	

Trustees	Annual	Report		
for	the	period	1st	January	to	31st	December	2020	

Reference	and	Administration	details	
Rector:	Revd	Andrew	Allen	(to	31st	March	2020)	
Upton-cum-Chalvey	Parish	Wardens	(from	April	1st	2020)	
Charity	Postal	Address:	℅	The	Rectory,	34	Upton	Park	Slough	SL1	2DE	

Trustees	
Name	of	Trustee		 	 Dates	acted	if	not	whole	year	
Andrew	Allen	 	 	 to	March	2020	
Liz	Bishop	 	 	 	
Lynda	Bussley																												 	
Peter	Clarke	 	 	 	
Jean	Donovan	 	 	 from	October	2020	
Amanda	Drake		 	 from	October	2020	
Richard	Emerson	 	 to	October	2020	
Ariete	Gomes	Pinheiro		 to	October	2020	 	
Linda	Hillier				 	 	 	
Margaret	Inniss	
Allan	James	
Julie	James	 	 	 from	October	2020	
Dave	Kill	 	 	 	 	 	
Jean	Smith		 	 	 	
Andrea	Sparrow	 	
Alistair	Stewart		 	
Chris	Tebbit	
Rob	Walker	 	 	 		
	 	 	 	 	 	
Structure,	Governance	and	Management	
The	governing	document	is	the	PCC	Powers	Measure	1956	as	amended	&	Church	Representation	Rules.	
The	Charity	is	a	Parochial	Church	Council.		

Trustees	are	the	members	of	the	PCC	elected	annually	at	the	Parish	AGM.		(The	annual	Parish	meeting,	
due	to	be	held	in	April,	was	deferred	until	October	in	line	with	Diocese	of	Oxford	permission.	Those	elected	
to	ofFice	at	the	annual	Parish	meeting	in	2019	continued	in	ofFice	until	October	2020).	

The	Parish	was	previously	an	excepted	organisation,	and	registered	as	a	charity	in	July	2009.	

There	are	three	churches	in	the	Parish,	each	with	a	District	Church	Council	reporting	to	the	PCC	–		
St	Laurence’s	Upton,	St	Mary’s	Slough	and	St	Peter’s	Chalvey.	

The	Parish	has	a	range	of	policies	and	procedures	in	place	for	protection	of	children	and	vulnerable	
adults,	equal	opportunities,	con_lict	of	interest,	lone	working	and	data	privacy	and	protection,	as	well	as	
statements	on	inclusion	and	accessibility.		The	Parish	ensures	that	all	those	deemed	to	qualify	for	DBS	
checks	have	a	current	DBS	in	line	with	Diocese	of	Oxford	guidelines,	and	all	those	required	to	do	so	have	
taken	the	appropriate	level	of	Safeguarding	training.	Safeguarding	is	regularly	reappraised	by	the	PCC	
sub-committee	in	line	with	requirements	and	best	practice.		

In	addition,	the	PCC	requires	each	DCC	to	have	in	place	agreed	policies	and	procedures	in	line	with	their	
speci_ic	activities	and	the	uses	of	the	individual	building,	to	carry	out	health	and	safety	and	risk	
assessments	as	appropriate,	to	ensure	personal	safety,	and	to	handle	their	data	in	accordance	with	
Parish	policy,	and	to	require	that	organisations	hiring	premises	have	appropriate	policies	and	
procedures	in	place.			



The	Parish	of	Upton-cum-Chalvey	is	part	of	the	Deanery	of	Burnham	and	Slough,	in	the	Archdeaconry	of	
Buckingham,	in	the	Diocese	of	Oxford.	

The	team	comprises:	
Rector:	Revd	Andrew	Allen	(to	March	2020	on	his	retirement)	
Team	Vicar:	Revd	Alistair	Stewart	
Non-Stipendiary	Minister:	Revd	Linda	Hillier	
Licensed	Lay	Minister:	Rob	Walker	

The	Parish	Churchwardens	are	Andrea	Sparrow	and	Lynda	Bussley	(from	October	2020)	
The	Parish	Safeguarding	Of_icer	is	Allan	James.		
The	Electoral	Roll	Of_icer/Parish	Data	Protection	Of_icer	is	Rob	Walker.	
The	Secretary	to	the	PCC	is	Ruth	Ayling	

The	Electoral	Roll	of	the	Parish	is	149	(as	reported	at	the	Parish	AGM,	October	2020).	

Objects	of	the	Charity	
Promoting	in	the	ecclesiastical	parish	the	whole	mission	of	the	Church.	

Aim	and	Purpose	
Upton-cum-Chalvey	Parochial	Church	Council	(PCC)	has	the	responsibility	of	cooperating	with	the	
Rector,	the	Reverend	Andrew	Allen,	in	promoting	in	the	ecclesiastical	parish,	the	whole	mission	of	the	
Church.		We	aim	to	be	a	Christian	presence	in	a	dynamic	multi-cultural	setting.		We	do	this	through	
meeting	people	and	offering	what	they	need.		

Objectives	and	Activities	
The	PCC	is	committed	to	enabling	as	many	people	as	possible	to	worship	at	the	churches	within	the	
parish,	and	to	become	part	of	the	communities	based	at	these	churches.	The	PCC	maintains	an	overview	
of	worship	throughout	the	parish	and	helps	ensure	that	our	services	involve	as	many	of	the	groups	living	
within	the	parish	as	possible,	in	addition	ensuring	that	pastoral	concern	and	community	outreach	
address	the	needs	of	our	multi-faith,	multi-ethnic	locality.	

When	planning	our	activities	for	the	year,	the	incumbent	and	the	PCC	have	considered	the	Charity	
Commission’s	guidance	on	public	bene_it	and,	in	particular,	the	speci_ic	guidance	on	charities	for	the	
advancement	of	religion.	

We	try	to	enable	ordinary	people	to	live	out	their	faith	as	part	of	our	parish	communities	through:	
	 •	Worship	and	Prayer,	including	Daily	Of_ices,		
	 •	Provision	of	pastoral	care	for	the	people	of	the	parish	
	 •	Working	in	and	with	schools	including	the	local	SACRE	
	 •	Working	ecumenically	with	other	churches	in	the	town	
	 •	Engaging	with	those	of	other	faiths	and	none	to	promote	mutual		
	 			understanding	and	community	cohesion.	

To	facilitate	this	work,	it	is	essential	to	maintain	the	fabric	of	the	churches	in	the	parish.	All	three	
churches	are	listed	buildings	(St	Laurence:	Grade	I,	St	Mary:	Grade	II*,	St	Peter:	Grade	II*)		

The	main	activities	of	the	Parish		
Until	Covid	restrictions	came	into	force,	the	three	churches	would	normally	open	for	public	worship	
each	Sunday,	with	_ive	Eucharistic	services	held	during	the	week	across	the	Parish,	St	Mary's	in	the	
centre	of	town	opening	additionally	whenever	possible	for	private	prayer,	or	for	those	of	any	faith	or	
none	wanting	to	_ind	a	quiet	space	in	the	day.	St	Mary's	traditionally	hosts	the	town's	annual	Service	of	
Remembrance	and	the	town	Christmas	Carol	service,	with	seasonal	study	groups	held	in	Lent.			

There	are	two	Church	schools	in	the	parish;	St.	Mary’s	Voluntary	Controlled	Primary,	and	Slough	and	
Eton	Church	of	England	Business	and	Enterprise	College	(Academy)	–	both	with	a	very	diverse	intake.	
The	Parish	provides	Foundation	Governors	for	both	Church	Schools.	The	relationship	between	schools	
and	Parish	is	very	close,	and	in	previous	years,	Clergy	and	others	have	visited	the	schools	regularly	and	
children	from	the	schools	have	visited	the	churches	for	educational	visits,	acts	of	worship,	carol	services	
and	concerts.	



The	challenges	and	achievements	of	this	year	
Slough	has	been	badly	affected	by	the	pandemic,	leading	to	lengthy	Tier	2	and	Tier	3	restrictions	during	
the	year	in	addition	to	national	lockdown	measures.		Within	the	boundaries	of	legal	requirement,	and	
following	guidance	from	The	Church	of	England	and	Diocese	of	Oxford,	and	risk	assessments,	the	Parish	
has	continued	to	worship	to	the	best	of	its	ability,	through	Covid-safe	worship	in	Church	or	private	
prayer	when	permitted,	through	Zoom-based	worship	on	Sundays	and	Wednesdays,	and	in	an		online	
bible	study	group.	We	have	shared	links	to	online	worship	from	other	churches	and	providers	also,	and	
our	clergy	team	have	worked	tirelessly	to	provide	worship	resources,	with	particular	concern	for	those	
who	are	not	online,	and	pastoral	care	for	all	throughout	this	very	dif_icult	time.	Updates	on	services	have	
been	made	available	on	the	Church	websites	and	notice	boards.	

It	has	been	impossible	for	the	three	churches	to	continue	most	of	their	usual	activities	this	year.	The	
usual	fund-raising	and	social	events,	concerts	and	bookings	as	venues	have	all	been	put	on	hold.	

In	March	2020,	Revd	Andrew	Allen	retired	as	Rector	after	15	years	in	the	Parish,	and	we	began	the	
process	of	discernment	for	someone	to	lead	us	in	the	next	stage	of	Parish	life.	With	guidance	from	Gill	
Lovell,	the	Diocese	of	Oxford	(Buckingham	area)	Parish	Development	Adviser,	we	consulted	widely	
within	the	Parish	-	with	current	worshippers,	and	also	with	members	of	the	wider	church	family,	those	
from	other	churches	and	from	the	church	schools.	This	gave	us	valuable	insights	which	enabled	us	to	
formulate	the	roll	description	and	person	speci_ication,	and	formed	the	core	of	our	Parish	pro_ile.							

On	August	24th	a	Section	11	PCC	meeting	was	held	to	elect	two	lay	Parish	representatives	for	the	
appointment	process.	Andrea	Sparrow	and	Allan	James	were	elected	as	representatives.	On	18th	
November,	the	Parish	representatives	attended	a	meeting	of	Burnham	and	Slough	Deanery	Mission	and	
Pastoral	committee,	the	outcome	of	which	was	that	the	Deanery	formally	recommended	that	a	full-time	
Rector	be	appointed	to	the	Parish.	The	post	is	scheduled	to	be	advertised	in	the	_irst	quarter	of	2021.	

Financial Situation for 2021 
While fundraising and income has been affected during 2020 by Covid-19 restrictions, the churches have been 
closed for use for much of the year with regular events unable to be held, so expenditure has reduced also. 

Budgets for 2021 for all three district churches and the parish have been approved by the PCC, and the 
Trustees are satisfied that the Parish is financially viable. There are no major capital or other projects planned 
for the next twelve months.  

The	Trustees	declare	that	they	have	approved	this	report.	

Signed	on	Behalf	of	the	Trustees	

	

		

	 	 	 ____________________________	 	 ______________________________	

Name	 	 	 Alistair	Stewart	 	 	 Andrea	Sparrow	
Position	 	 Team	Vicar	 	 	 	 Parish	Warden	
Date	 	 	 5th	March	2021	 	 	 5th	March	2021	 	
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