SANDY PARISH CHURCH s

ST SWITHUN’S, SANDY, BEDFORDSHIRE

HURCH, SANDY
ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING
Sunday 18" May 2025, 11:30am

Venue: st Swithun's Church

ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING

Sunday 18" May 2025, 11:30am

AGENDAS
‘The Annual Vestry Meeting to elect three Churchwardens

1. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on Sunday 21t January 2024

Venue: St Swithun’s Church

2. To thank the Churchwardens ~Sandra Watson, Colin Osborne & Jennifer Watson

3. To elect the Churchwardens for the coming year:

TRUSTEES ANNUAL REPORT Nominati & Antheioy ot

Year End 2024

4. To transact such business a

incidental to the meeting

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting

1. Apologies for absence.

2. Toapp f the APCM
Parochial Church meeting on Tuesday 2° July 2024,

3. To receive The Annual Report from the Trustees End of Year 2024.

4. To elect members to the Parochial Church Councilfor 2025.

5. To appoint an Independent Examiner for 2025,

6. Any Other Business (Please notify the Chairman in advance).

7. Close in Prayer.

APPENDIX: Sandy Parochial Church Council from 19" May 2024

R own
Revd Phiip MacAuiay

19" May 2024 pe

Rector from 10°July 2024
Curte  until 8 September 2024

utes of the Vestry Meeting,
Sunday 21st January 2024 10:40am. St Swithun’s Church.
Parish of Sandy, Bedfordshire.

47 Electors were present. There were apologies from Elizabeth Gammell, Julia Bickerdike,
and Doreen Lawrence.

The meeting began with an Opening Prayer from Revd Philip Macaulay. There was a motion
to elect Philip as Chair. This motion was carried.

Philip welcomed everybody and thanked all for their attendance. He expressed his special
thanks to the very many people who help out at St Swithun’s. We are blessed with so many,
from informal Volunteers to our Wardens, who carry out duties aiding the smooth runi
of the Church Building, the Church Rooms and our Services. Whilst much of this help is
“behind the scenes” all of it is recognised, valued and essential to our Church.

The Minutes of the Vestry Meeting held on 16" April 2023 (and which had been approved by
the PCC on 2" May 2023) were received by the meeting. A copy of these Minutes is
available to anybody who would like to see them.
There were 3 nominations for Church Wardens:

i Colin Osborne (Proposed by Elizabeth Adams and Seconded by Barry Groom).

ii.  SandraWatson (Proposed by Tony Lock and Seconded by Howard Skinner).

i

i. Jennifer Watson (Proposed by Ruth Lock and Seconded by Ron Pillay).

Philip asked if anybody else wished to stand as a Church Warden. Nobody did, so Colin
Osborne, Sandra Watson and Jennifer Watson were (re)-elected as our Wardens for the year
ahead.

There being no other business, the Vestry Meeting Closed.

St swithun's Church, Sandy
Minutes of Annual Parochial Church Meeting
Sunday, 19 May 2024 at 4.00pm

‘The meeting was chaired by Colin Osborne

1. Atendance and Apolog

Present: Revd Philip M-uuw-y, Colin Osborne (Chair), Elizabeth Gammell, Bob Browning,
Valerie Haygarth, David Stewart, Sue & Anthony Bel, Kevin Reynolds, Nick Wilson, Peter
Barnect e Bickadika, David Ao, Doresn Lawrance, Rt & AnthonyLock, Sandy

Ei
Wirrs, thpvi Patterson, Jean Peckham, Karen Varley, Slephen Snow, Terry & Marina mu
role Martin, Jonathan & Abbie Davies.

ocloies: Rod aterson & Lok Howard

Philip Macaulay opened the meeting with a prayer.

2. Minutes of the Meeting held on 16th April 2023.
Amember of ked for a couple
open forum last year. These were agreed to be altered and the minutes were approved.

3. The Annual Report from the Trustees end of Year 2023.

Ily. Looking back, we
had some fantastic highlights.

c allhis last year, has made the
vacancy easier for everyone with the help of Les, Andrew, Elizabeth & Jane.

Ruth Lock— support with

matters. Explained that there had been lots of issues to resolve. Archdeacon Dave

s e we ask fo external help. Giftid s tl o be sorted but we have pad oflast
this years.

Gentothe lundrﬂmng ladies.
We will hold

Proposed Jennifer Watson, Julia Bickerdike seconded.
All agreed to approve the report

4. Election of Members of the Pamr.hlal Church Council for 2024.

jen
. Anthony & Ruth

“The following members were approved:

Elizabeth Gammell Karen Varley

Carole Martin Abbie Davies
Sandy Stopher Jonathan Davies
Stephen Snow Kevin Reynolds
Lynsey Sheppard Terry

Trustees’ Annual Report for the Year End 31% December 2024

REFERENCE INFORMATION

Rector: Rev'd Jodie Brows
Full Name of Chariy: Sandy Parochial Church Council
Registered Charity No: 0680

Church Address: High Street, Sandy, $619 1AQ
Correspondence Address: 34 High Street, Sandy, SG19 1AQ

email: office@sandyparishchurch.org

Bank Address: Barclays Bank High Street, Bggleswade, SG18 0IF
Sandra Watson Warden Account Name:  Sandy Parochial Church Council
Ginasane Warden and Vice Chair AecNo:SO818775 ot code: 207481
T Wasden Close, Sandy, SG19 LS.
ol Sckerdie DeaneryLiison o i
Anthony Lock Deanery Lison
P ——— DeaneryLson DURING 2024
ot oty ook e Lay Chair: Colin Osborne (t Juby),
LR —— Karen artey sectetary Chair: RevdJodie Brown (from Juy)
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reSH——— Efzsbeth Gammell et Honorary PCC Secretary:  Karen Varley
Sandy Stopher Wember s Siepardng O Honorary PCC Treasurer:  Ruth Lock
ey Stephen Snow Memberand et fll O Deanry Reprseiaives: ol e, Antony Lock Futh Lock
e ember cure Rev'd Philip Machulay (to September)
2 itroducon and OpeningPrayer. f;::;:';‘:ﬂ — D\ouun Reader: Jane Godley
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3. To receive th Trustees Accounts fo Year Ended 31st December 2023 Terry Rugg rgd
e e st s o e . BT prosd PCC Members from APCM 2024
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the PCC 33 they werestaning dovn. s s e o oyt
" —— STRUCTURE, GOVERENCE & MANAGEMENT
of ndcpendent Exminer | ‘The Parochial C )i a corpe hurch of England.
Howard Sinner wes pproved by 3 oenon s e o il v e . ekt g
& Amy e B - . Safeguarding, the P i
* PCCminutes (eSS Representative is Sandy Stopher.
the lectora ol oo s o The pec ommittee & Fi e
senstiv nformaton.
afeguarding: Sandy St
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o rbing
Volunteers orvarious o around churchare needed e fulflment o thei responsibilies and dutis.
- e oG Statstis: 12020 Baptisms 10 Weddings 5 Funerals 16
for
various obssround the church. ElectoralRoll May 2025 -98 new members
o Colin
becoming a member of the Chrches Together
7. Glose n prayer
aprayer N 5
Warden'’s Report
The interregnum ended with the appointment of our new Rector, the Rev. Jodie Brown, from July
2024. She has settled into her new post and her leadership is much appreciated by the
Rector’s Report Churchwardens and the Church in general.
forst. Swithun's in uly 2024, Jongsid
James, Beat feltso i The Wardens wish to thank everyone who helped to “hold the fort” during the latter stages of
grateful for W e the it and then for their for the Church in the many areas where
. volunteers are needed. This is not to say that we do not need anyone else to volunteer. We do
d indeed need help. The parlous state of the Church’s finances mean that the Church cannot afford
InSandy. waitls. Thesense ' to pay for cleaners or gardeners or even assistance in other areas. Many of the stalwarts who are
2 currently volunteering, are growing older.
church to make a real difference locally and beyond. u for all your
Ineivic ahead! The leaving service for the Rev. Phil Macauley, who was Curate here for three years, was held on
, the Summer Fete, September Rev Jodie Brown 8th September 2024. He has been appointed to The Coker Ridge benefice in Somerset.
Open Day, and Christmas Tree
welcome he vidr community o aur wonderfl church. Andof couse, our Crsimas Church Building Exterior
m":‘ :/"v ":’m b cirsat sl Treasurer's Report ‘The drains have given no further cause for concern in the year 2024 and so the investigations
e el - have been discontinued for the time being although a close eye is being kept on them,
" d in us particularly on the north side of the Church. It is true that the paths flood in heavy rain and
mnnr'm. three Irzv priorities: cause puddles, but the soakaways deal with them fairly efficiently.
s  and global
& pusssscien Athough s caeded pamants 1 does ol ghethe St pcr, Th s due o the As to the Quinquennial Inspection report by Architect David Llewellyn received in December
building and 2023, most of the minor issues raised were dealt with, or are being dealt with. A working group
1and, and our wider environmental footprint e — has been set up to deal with gardening issues that are not the responsibility of the Council and
bt Lol the moss on the Church and on the table-top graves. The doors have been oiled; our thanks are
- due to Mrs. Jean Peckham for her efforts on all this and other matters.
¢
boxer onth s bk the question of roofs which were listed as likely to need
. 3 [er— replacement within five years and the larger roof over the nave which is likely to need
pay This asa replacement within ten years. Time has passed since Mr. Liewellyn’s report was written and so
church, bu We those deadlines grow closer. The suggestion was that this work could be done in conjunction
- with the repointing of the remaining walls which still needs to be done. However, we currently
ensure the continued lfe and ministy of our church
Iwant heir time, energy,
i Church A A Quinquennial Inspection of the Rectory was undertaken during the interregnum and various
lunt Vtdo it ‘work was undertaken.
without you.

‘The interior of the Church is in fair condition. The Quinquennial report suggests that it would
benefit from redecoration and some plaster repairs, although this would have to be considered
alongside other priorities.



Tower Captain, Mr. Stephen Akhurst Diocesan Synod Report

Secretary’s Repo Year 2024 Parish Safeguarding Officer Report sy and October

00, Thisis
b Thee Ithas been a busy year for s e e
the tedi to say it has been Y q in my more o
Churchyard T important rle a dealing with safeguarding incidents.
i

o Inthe 1 have app ~fornew

aeoog the syl . T ot volunteers or working with juior church,fo those involved with Open the Book and or others,
becom such as 8 prayer groups
Swthun's Church
v Needless to ) -

April:Work continued inpreparaton fo Rev'd Jodie Brown arival.

say, there are no ssues with anyone at St Swithun’s.

Trust

Il members of the PCC

their Church of

address these

conditions. held on Sunday 19 May. training, which must V3 d as it is online, is ol
Rectory Rooms/Church Rooms. Fist We have also had " Bhop Alan was
. rship Course. 'd the bell ringers. | had a lovely session doing some face-to-face training for
those I. The Church of England has changed the training.
undertaken in early 2025. ot courses and 1am pleased this and worked on
jons. L d. all parishes. ds
b o atermoon vited by the communy f andy reaute
August - Sandy Town Council agreed to replace the North Churchyard Wall. Arch Deacon our poli these ilable L
ineeded 1 urd also wor
Ttttk e i Faemary 224 s church website. Jodie and | have also worked on new. o e
o 3
022, h get new volunteers for Junior Church.
werewelcomed. b
Deanery Inspection Safeguarding Sunday took place on 23rd March and | . Jodie gave an
Ocober-21 Y v d Cate chose a selecti
, the Rev. Graham Buckle, 1 b
nest positve ! Thereis 3
o fromall i
complete record. This work was kindly undertaken by Trevor Warr. dispiayed.
November 1am delighted that in a year that the national theme for is ‘Let’s
« talk about it’ that people still Y hear that
church. Discussions were tarted bout he Misin Action Pan. worry them, ' concerns. Ifeel we as a ch pece Fnaly,
sound and in good order. 00d whether the issue otherwise. g
Sandra Watson, Colin Osborne & Jennifer Watson | Church Wardens Sandy Stopher | Parish Safeguarding Officer Jane Gogarty | Dicesan Synod Representative
Junior Church
Junior Church continues to offer a welcoming and engaging space for our younger members
during the Sunday morning service. t's scheduled weeKly, during 9.30am service, except first
Deanery Synod Report The Church Choir Sundays of the month and special occasions/holidays.
024 in March, e . Wecurrently have three registered leaders (Michele, Corrine and Jane) and five helpers
3 supporting the ministry. In the first quarter of the year, three helpers were on the rota, but due
He spoke of the Of course, o to changing availability, this reduced to two for the remainder of the year.
i Wewere . ;
posaing prser ek e aetn e i There were 21 chidren on th regiter, although attendance flctuated. On average, we saw
There three to four children each week, with some Sundays when no children were present. The
i iths highest 2024 was s As of early 2025, the register has been updated to
anthems for East " . : i
Th - reflect changes, including families moving away and some children have now aged out of the
hich s 3 solemn b group.
o very meaningful doty.
- e Each session typically begins with a short prayer, followed by discussion based on the lectionary
ok A ahos, S readings for that particular Sunday. Actiyities often include a short video or song, alongside a
s ogarty -elected. \ for wh Mony of the choir _ Craft or hands-on activity that connects With the theme of the day.
A Loy Ministry “being colet Scing cated We are thankful for the dedication of our leaders and helpers and the enthusiasm of the children
or roles which Rt Cacnoneh ] Chole Misiress who attend. We continue to welcome new helpers to support this valuable ministry. It would be
-ong o greatly beneficialif we had more volunteers being able to help us fill our junior Church rota in
to CHUMS, Pr for advance of the services. We also welcome any feedback and suggestion anyone may have to help
" ) us better serve the church and our younger community.
. St Swithun's Singers e i
Jane/Gbgarty | Deanery Synod Representative Pandemic, ‘Swithun's Day, and a
RTpR—r— s . 10 which they
Reader’s Report are affiated and donated £710.00.
: Fundraising Team’s Report " 39 Youth Ministry - Pizza and Chat
parish. Biggleswade, Potton, Bedford, Cop
s s . 4 In February 2025 a monthly group called “Pizza and Chat” for young people aged 11 - 18 started
peop ) oo e dthehappy  at St Swithun's. This replaced the Bravers and KWB groups which stopped meeting in 2024.
pportunit i Junior Togethes lead a church St b leaves Pizza and Chat is an opportunity for young people to enjoy fellowship and explore their faith
. together.
P fining] ASChain o the Sandy A Codet,Ied  Fade s Hour one  month,whic s e Pizza and Chat i run in partnershi St Mary's Potton and is supported by volunteers from
16y,
Cluster of the Mothers’ Union in the Diocese. it s 2025 - g for a summer's evening. bothichurches:
Jane Godley | Lay Reader Karen & Lynsey | Fundrasing Team Elizabeth Gammell | Musical Director Rev Jodie Brown
The Leprosy Mission
‘The Sandy Branch of The Leprosy Mission — with the wonderful support of so many people both
from within the church family and from the surrounding community — enjoyed another The Children’s Society

Churches Together in Sandy & Beeston

cnse

and unashamedly
in Sandy.

Jesus Ch
Since St Swithun’s last APCM, CTISB have played a part in

Christian Aid Week.

successful year of fundraising during 2024 with a fantastic total of £23,799 being raised. This
came from a variety of sources - collecting boxes, World Leprosy Day gift envelopes, donations,
coffee morning, tea party, quizzes, quiz evenings, fundraising stall, outings, dinners, talks,
catalogue sales, gifts for life, etc. In addition, a TLM Tree was on display at the Tree Festival

For the tenth consecutive year monies raised went to a specific project which in 2024 was based
in India, where there is still the highest number of people affected by leprosy. We pledged
£20,760 for the Mission’s Muzaffarpur Hospital in Bihar State in India. This funding was to build
and equip two consultation rooms in the new Outpatients Department planned and fund five of
the first gery operations together with the patients’ aftercare support. The

The Chr In The Picture’

Tesco- £ CRISS and

Placing a Christmas Crib in Britannia Pharmacy's Window.

+ World Day of Prayer
At The y trail, hosted in the Sandy
Baptist Church, L I CTISB Church dy

3 &4 were invited and tory
themselves
Lent Lunches hurch
The Walk of Witness wil 1, at Sandy Methodist Church

s fterwards in the Church R

CTISB will have a stall at the Sandy Carnival on Saturday 14th June. Activities TBC.

In September d I took this role
‘over. At the same meeting Jenny Vass, from Sandy Baptist Church, took over the position of

chair. Phil Vass continues as our Treasurer.

Open [ received

trength.
i Actors

i still
Do please speak to Jane Godley if you can help.

v
tohelp out!

Stephen Snow

additional amount raised also provided the annual wages for a labourer working on the building,
plus further patient aftercare and physiotherapy support.

Chris Stratta, our new TLM link, visited St Swithun's on World Leprosy Day in January and again
in November and updated everyone about the project but also spoke about the devastating
landslides during September in Nepal which had caused extensive damage to TLM's Anandaban
Hospital and resulting in the loss of life of a member of staff. | had had the privilege of visiting
Anandaban again earlier in the year. A special appeal raised £3,600 to help in the rebuilding

This year we have pledged to raise £22,816 to support TLM's work in Odisha State in India. The
“Revive’ project will provide a proper home for eight families affected by leprosy including a
clean water supply, toilet, vegetable and fruit garden, chickens and goats.

Colin Osborne.

Christian Aid Week

Christian Aid week took place from 12 -18th May 2024. St Swithun’s collected a total of £469.27
of which £278.37 was raised by the Youth Group who prepared and cooked delicious veggie
soup, which was served between the two morning services,

the website address is www childrenssociety.org.uk

service was held in 2024; this was deferred to Candlemas in February 2025.
October bo opening, giing a totalof £1,728.29 for the year.
A5 have said

before, every penny counts towards the work of the Society.

Jennifer Watson | Box Co-ordinator

The Pinnacle Magazine

Whist the “product” of the

Trials of the “earlier”

launch,
Methodist Church.
To my mind,
3 pages.
Adri
thett We also wish to
Last of al, of “The enthi
THANK YOU!
Stephen snow



SANDY PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL

NET ASSETS STATEMENT
31 DECEMBER 2024

Unrestriced Designates

€ 7
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SANDY PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL

s Ruth Lock, Treasrer

DETAILED RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT (Continued)

YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2024

Payments

Cost of generating funds

Diocesan fees

Costs of tree festival and other events
Magazine expenses

Cost of generating funds totals

Missionary and charitable giving
Charities

Window books

Bible Reading Fellowship

Missionary and charitable giving totals

Parish Share
Ministry parish share 2023

2024

Parish Share totals

Clergy and staffing costs
Clergy expenses

Rector vacancy advertising etc.
Curate's gift

Organist fees

Visiting clergy

Clergy and staffing costs totals

Church and hall running expenses
Subscriptions

Church running - insurance
Maintenance

gell fund

Miscellaneous

Energy costs

Hall rent

Church and hall running expenses totals

Total payments.

Page 1

2023

14616
36134

S

10251

‘SANDY PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL
SUMMARY RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT.

YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2024

Receipts

Planned ghing

Collections and other ghing
Other voluntary receipts

Gt Aid recovered

Actvities for generating funds
investment income

Receipts from church actvities

Total receipts

payments

Costof generatng funds
Missionary and chartable giving
parish Share

Clergy and staffing costs

Church and hllrunning expenses

Totalpayments

et recelptsfor the year from ordinary actiites

Exceptional actviies
Saleof investments

Parish Clerk's Fund withdrawal
Legal expenses

Major reparsto church bulding

Total netreceipts/(payments) for the year

Balances at Barclays Bank at 1January 2024
Net receptsfor the year
Balances at Barclays 8ank at 31 December 2024
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Unrestricted  Designated Restricted  Endowment Total 2023
£ £ £ £ £ £
3616 3,616 5886
134 134 399
290 290 548
4,040 4,040 6833
5076 5076 475
150 150 o
169 169 167
319 5076 5,395 642
15,977 15977 52,994
40,000 40,000 0
55,977 55977 52,994
484 484 1654
933 933 0
960 960 0
6,845 6,845 6,365
621 621 1,361
9,843 9,843 9,380
1644 1644 1,129
4,855 4,855 4639
1,755 1,755 3,067
2,056 2,056 0
312 312 280
8,190 8190 12,148
526 52 892
19338 19,338 22,155
89,517 5,076 94,593 92,004
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SETARES RGPS 0 AT ACCOUNT
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SANDY PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL
ANALYSIS OF FUNDS
31 DECEMBER 2024 N
Designated Restricted
£ £
Sandy Parish Clerk's Land Sale Fund 38,392
Church repairs savings fund 506
Rector's and Church Wardens' fund 891
o 26,908
sale of Girtford Mission Church Fund
" 48,023
Curate's Fund
. 12,005
Steven Taylor Memorial Fund
39,788 86,936



INDEPENDENT EXAMINER'S REPORT TO THE TRUSTEES Page 6

OF SANDY PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL

| report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts of Sandy Parochial Church Council ('the Trust')
for the year ended 31 December 2024, which are set out on pages 1 to 5 attached.

Responsibilities and basis of report

As members of Sandy Parochial Church Council and the charity's trustees you are responsible for the
preparation of the accounts in accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act 2011 ('the Act').

I report in respect of my examination of the Trust's accounts carried out under section 145 of the 2011 Act
and in carrying out my examination | have followed all the applicable Directions given by the Charity
Commission under section 145(5)(b) of the Act.

Independent examiner's statement

I have completed my examination. | confirm that no material matters have come to my attention in
connection with the examination giving me cause to believe that in any material respect:

1. accounting records were not kept in respect of the Trust as required by section 130 of the Act; or
2. the accounts do not accord with those records

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the examination

to which attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding of the
accounts to be reached.

Signed:

Howard Skinner FCA
8 Powers Close, Sandy, Beds. SG19 1JS

Date: 07 May 2025



