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ST MARY'S EASTROP PCC ANNUAL REPORT AND ACCOUNTS

Aim and purpose

The primary objective of the Parochial Church Council (PCC) is the promotion of the
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to the doctrines and practices of the Church of
England. The PCC (Powers) Measure 1956 states that the work of the PCC should include
co-operation with the minister in promoting in the parish the whole mission of the Church
- pastoral, evangelistic, social and ecumenical. The PCC is also specifically responsible
for the effective operation and maintenance of the old church and later additions, including
the auditorium. These comprise St Mary's Church Centre.

Objectives and activities

The PCC is committed to enabling as many people as possible to worship at St. Mary's.
When planning our activities we have considered the Charity Commission's guidance on

public benefit, and in particular, the supplementary guidance on charities for the
advancement of religion. St Mary's PCC completed its work creating a five-year strategy
and this was presented to the annual church meeting in 2024.

St Mary's purpose as a church is to know Jesus and make him known across Basingstoke
and North Hampshire. As a church, it aims to give an opportunity for everyone to hear
about Jesus Christ.

St Mary's holds the following values in fulfilling its objectives:

Christ-centred

Word-shaped

Growth-driven

Every member-led
Mission-minded

To facilitate this, it  is important to ensure the continued maintenance of the fabric of the
Church Centre.

The landscape of the church's year

St Mary's continued to offer Sunday morning and evening services and weekday and

evening activities for both adults and children. New members have joined the church, and

this has been very encouraging. Morning services have continued to be live-streamed and

have been viewed by around 40 devices per week. Weddings, funerals and thanksgiving
services have also been live-streamed. There has been more engagement with the
community, with events in the park and the local community centre being well attended by
visitors.

A Gap Year Ministry Trainee started in September 2023 for a year, and a further Gap Year

Ministry Trainee started in September 2024. The Youth Minister left the role during 2024

with the work being taken up by the Curate and the youth team volunteers. The office

support function was bolstered with a replacement member of staff being able to undertake
additional hours.

The PCC has been mindful of the wider Church of England potential revision of its historic

2





















ST MARY’S EASTROP PCC TRUSTEES’ ANNUAL REPORT 

12

Independent Examiner’s Report to the members/trustees of St Mary’s Eastrop 
Parochial Church Council

I report on the accounts for the year ended 31st December 2024 which are set out on 
pages 13 - 18.

Respective Responsibilities of the PCC and the Examiner.

The charity's  trustees are responsible for the preparation of  the accounts.  The 
charity's trustees consider an audit is not required for this year under section 144(2) 
of the Charities Act 2011 (the Charities Act) and that an independent examination is 
needed.
It is my responsibility to

• examine the accounts under section 145 of the Charities Act:
• to follow the procedures laid down in the General Directions given by 

the Charity Commissioners section 145(5)(b) of the Charities Act; and
• to state whether particular matters have come to my attention.

Basis of Independent Examiner's Statement
My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions given 
by the Charity Commission.
An examination includes a review of the accounting documentation kept by the 
charity and a comparison of the accounts presented with these records. It also 
includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts and 
seeking  explanations  from the  management  committee  concerning  any  such 
matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would 
be required in an audit, and consequently no opinion is given as to whether the 
accounts present a 'true and fair" view, and the report is limited to the matters set 
out in the statement below.

Independent Examiner's Statement
In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention: 
1. which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the 

requirements: -
 to  keep  accounting  records  in  accordance  with  s.  130  of  the 

Charities Act; and
 to prepare accounts which accord with these accounting records 

and comply with the accounting requirements of the Charities Act 
have not been met; or

2. to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a 
proper understanding of the accounts to be reached. 

 

Signed: Date: 28th April 2025

Chaweevan Williams FCCA

Verdant Accountants Limited, 20-22 Wenlock Road, London N1 7GU














