ST JOHN'S METHODIST CHURCH, POTTERS

BAR

England & Wales - Charity number 1130633

Details
Status Registered
Legal form Previously excepted
Registered 2009-07-21
Register View on the Charity Commission register
Contact
Address 67 Baker Street
Potters Bar
Hertfordshire
ENG6 2EX
Phone 01707 440863
Email info@stjohnspb.org.uk
Website www.stjohnspb.org.uk
Activities

Objects: The purposes of the Methodist Church are and shall be deemed to have been since the date of
union the advancement of -(a) the Christian faith in accordance with the doctrinal standards and the discipline
of the Methodist Church;(b) any charitable purpose for the time being of any Connexional, district, circuit,

local or other organisation of the Methodist Church;(c) any charitable purpose for the time being of any

society or institution subsiduary or ancillary to the Methodist Church;(d) any purpose for the time being of any
charity being a charity subsidiary or ancillary to the Methodist Church.

Activities: OC6 Regular public acts of worship open to allOC6 Teaching and promotion of Christianity

through sermons, small groups, events, services and coursesOC6 Pastoral work including visiting the sick
and bereavedOC6 Clubs and meetings for all with a Christian ethosOC6 Provision of Nursery Playgroups in
Potters BarOC6 Supporting other charities financially and with prayer

Classification

* How: Other Charitable Activities

* What: Religious Activities

* Who: The General Public/mankind
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Geography

* Area of benefit: UNDEFINED. IN PRACTICE, LOCAL.

* Hertfordshire

Finances
Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees
2024-08-31 £464,870 £476,291 -
2023-08-31 £439,487 £463,403 -
2022-08-31 £495,998 £455,865 -
2021-08-31 £374,120 £358,753 -
2020-08-31 £354,072 £361,208 -
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Trustees

Name

Rev David Jebb

Christopher John Humphreys
DAVID JOHN BOWLER

DAVID LAWRENCE CARTER
DAWN JENNETTE FENNER
David Neil Rhodes

Dr Constance Myra Louise Sloper
Dr John Sterland

GUY ALAIN FENNER

Helen Jeckells

KATHRYN FRANCES KRAUSE
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Name of Church ...St John’s Methodist Church Potters Bar
.................................................................. No... 341305........

Declarations and Scrutiny

I confirm that these accruals-based accounts for the year to 31 August 2024 have been prepared
from the records of the Church and that they include all funds under the control of the Church

trustees. y /
/4 : /
Signature of treasurer ......... % ............ é‘ . %’ ........................ Date...... ? ’Zﬁ i ’202 {

Name and address of treasurer

Robert Ward

.............................................................................................. Post Code...ENG6

Presentation to the Church trustees

| confirm that the annual report and accounts for the year ended 31 August 2024 were presented
to the meeting of the Church trustees held on16" June 2025........

Signature of the Chair of the meeting: ........0 ... &&0

Name of the Chair of the meeting: ...... Rev David Jebb

........................ gv\\\'{.,&““ % m .

Independent Examiner’s Report to the Trustees of the

St John’s Methodist. Church Potters Bar

Charity Number ...1130633........

Responsibilities and basis of report

| report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts of St John’s Methodist ...................
Church for the year ended 31 August 2024 set out on pages ... to .... As the Church’s trustees,
you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with the requirements of the
Charities Act 2011 (‘the Act).



| report in respect of my examination of the Church’s accounts carried out under section 145 of the
Act and, in carrying out my examination, | have followed all the applicable Directions given by the
Charity Commission under section 145(5)(b) of the Act.

* delete or circle as appropriate

Name of Church St John's Methodist Church

Independent Examiner’s Statement

The Church’s gross income exceeded £250,000 and | am qualified to undertake the examination
by being a qualified member of the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales.

| have completed my examination. | confirm that no material matters have come to my attention in
connection with the examination (other than that disclosed below*) which give me cause to believe
that in, any material respect:

» the accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130 of the Act; or

e the accounts do not accord with the accounting records; or

e the accounts do not comply with the applicable requirements concerning the form and content
of accounts set out in the Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 other than any
requirement that the accounts give a ‘true and fair’ view, which is not a matter considered as
part of an independent examination

o the trustees’ annual report is not consistent with the accounts

| have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the examination to
which attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding of the
accounts to be reached.

| have/have not* obtained independent verification of all investments with the Trustees for
Methodist Church Purposes or held in other trusts, bank balances and funds at the Central
Finance Board of the Methodist Church which are individually in excess of £10,000 (ten thousand
pounds) at the balance sheet date.

Name of firm (where appropriate) M EWMAN M oke\S ZJ PUTED

Address WK LLL *ﬁt’o(‘( /’(0055, ..... 0? 76‘0?75'H_’fjH 5TZGGTL

el Coiney GEmes 0 Post Code ALK ! HA-
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St John's Methodlst Church Potters Bar,
Annual report of the trustees for the yearto 31* August 2023

Introduction

The Church is governed accarding to the “Constitutional Practice and Discipline of the Methodist
Church”. The Church is located in Potters Bar and within the Methodist Chureh in the UK helongs to
the St Aibans & Welwyn Circuit, which is in turn part of the Bedfordshire, Essex and Hertfordshire
District.

The Governing body is-the Church Councll which meets at least three times per year. There are
commitiees of this Council which oversee matters.such as Resources (Praperty and Finance),
Pastoral, Qutreach, Communications and the Nursery Playgroup.

Aitns and objectives

The Church serves people from both Potters Bar and Its surraunding vitlages. It aims to work
together to live out the Christian faith and share the good news of Jesus Christ in the local
cammunity,

Revlew of Church actlivities for the year to 31% August 2023
Worship

~ The Church has continued to hold regular WDrship_gach Sunday morning,

* There are several Sunday moming church parade services for the scouts throughout the year
where the scouts, cubs and beavers’ sections participate in a more informal style of Sunday
morning worship.

» Monthly creative worship continues to be well supported, Younger children are engaged in
craft activities related to the theme of the day before joining the grown-ups in Church for
worship-and a time to show the crafts which they have made.

In addition to weekly worship on Sunday mornings there is a monthly Sunday evening café worship.
This is a more informal style of worship with more contemporary music and discussions ahout
relevant topics rather than a formal sermon or address.

Church growth and outreach

* In July 2023 the Church held an ‘Away Day at home' to discuss future plans and initiatives to
grow the Church and reach out to the wider community.

» For the future, plans were in hand at the year end to start an Alpha course during Autumn
2023

* A welcome space initiative has started, providing a warm and welcoming place each Tuesday
where members and athers from the local community can meet informally for both
fellowship and a light meal. '



* Regular mid-week services are held at two local care homes.

* Anew initiative started during the year was a weekly Saturday early morning prayer
meeting, held on Zoom, which has attracted both members and others not otherwise
connected with Church.

¢ A monthly mid-week prayer meeting is held in the church followed by an informal coffee
morning.

s The outreach committee met regularly to plan suitabie activities

Regular weekday activities continued including a flourishing parent and toddler group, ‘lumping
John's”.

The Women’s Guild met regularly meeting the needs of older members. Several Bible study groups
meet regularly.

In August 2023 the Church again held a ‘Holiday at Home’ event providing food, feilowship and
entertainment for the more senior members of the church family. This inltiative was very well
recelved by participants and will be repeated In future years.

The Church participated in various local ecumenical events throughout the year organised by
Churches Together in Potters Bar. These included an ecimenical Christmas event for primary school
aged children in Potters Bar {called Discover Christmas), a children’s summer holiday club, an Ash
Wednesday united setvice and a Good Friday open air service.

Shenley church hold regular worship each Sunday morning. They plan their own local activities-and
also let out their premises to avariety of village groups including the W1 and the Glrl Guides. Thay
have very successful messy church service each month and have also set up a mid-week parent and
toddier group.

The Church sponsored Scout Group meets on the church premises and held their very popular
Christmas and Spring fairs,

The premises continued to be let out to a wide varlety of community groups including a ballet
school, residents’ groups and mother and baby groups as well as Tamily celebratians.

A new minister Rev David Jebb was inducted with effect from 1% September 2022.He also has
pastoral oversight of Shenley and Radlett churches and is the Circuit Superintendent Minister.

Church membership

The Church membership at 31% August 2023 was 91. At 1% September 2022 there were 94 members.
During the year 2 people transferred in, 1 member died, 3 transferred out and 1 resigned.

In addition, at 31% August 2023 there were 49 others on our community roll. This is the same total as
the previous year but reflects 3 new adherents, 2 departures and 1 adherent becoming a member
rather than an adherent.

Nursery Playgroup



The Church runs a Nursery Playgroup {‘NPG’) for children from 2 to 4 years; this is operated from
two settings: at Oakmere School until sumimer 2023 (and from 1% September 2023 at the Wayside

Jubilee Centre) and also at the Church’s own premises in Baker Street. All settings being in Potters
Bar.

The NPG is registered with OFSTED:. It has a separate management board which oversees its day-to-
day management in conjunction with the setting manager and her team. This board Includes
members of the Church Councdil to whom it reports and has overall responsibility. The objectives of
the NPG are to serve the local communities in which the two settings are located and to cover its
costs, Both settings are inspected by OFSTED and during the latest inspections, in 2018, one setting
recelved an "Outstanding’ rating and the other a ‘Goad' rating.

Brief financial review of the year

The Chureh has three funds:

* The General or unrestricted fund which maintains the Church’s fabric and contributes to the
cost of Circuit minlstry and other Circult, District and Connexional {National Methodist
Church) work.

¢  The main restricted fund is the Nursery Playgroup

» The designated fund relates to Shenley Church.

General Fund

Income

The main source of income for the General Fund are the regular donations from members and
friends and related Gift Aid recoverable from HMRC. The second major source Ts lettings income
from use of the premises by external organisations.

Income from regular giving by-members and friends increased very slightly compared to the previous
year. However, the Church benefited from three donations totalling £5,000 In memory of recently
deceased members.

Lettings Income for the year increased by about £1,000 1o £18,159.

Expenditure

The major expenditure of the Church’s General Fund is the assessment paid to the St Alhans &
Welwyn Circuit. The total was £65,400 and was the same as in the previous three years. This
assessment is the Church’s contribution to the remuneration and accommodation costs of the
Circult's stipendiary ministers and our contribution towards the costs of the work of the Methodist
Church regionally and nationally.

No major repair or replacement work was undertaken during the year but routine maintenance
costs increased to £6,100 from £3,551 in the previous year.



After taking the above expenses into account the general fund incurred a surplus of £2,629 for the
year to 31% August 2023,

Shenley Church

Notwithstanding the small number of members and adherents, the income from both regular giving
and other activities exceeded the running costs, including maintenance, of the buildings; Shenley
does not make a separate contribution to the Circuit assessment. it also holds modest cash reserves
which were £19,571 as at 31" August 2023 to cover for any unforeseen maintenance and repair
issues.

Nursery Playgroup

The Nursery Playgroup had a less successful year financially than the previous year as a result of
lower pupll numbers and the one - aff costs of maving the Qakmere setting to the Wayside Jubilee
Centre. Pupil numbers and consequently revenue was down particularly at the Baker Street setting.

Salary costs also rose as a result of the need to improve staff wage rates in line with both inflation
and Government and Connexionally stipulated minimum wage levels

The totatincome of the Playgroup for the year to 31st August 2023 was £328,000 compared to
£366,000 in 2022. AsIn previous years the majority of the income, 88% in 2023, came from pupil
haurs paid for by Hertfordshire County Council with the balance being paid by parents.

The Playgroup made a loss on normal operating activitles of £13,608 and after one off legal costs

and the removal and preparatory work of setting up the Wayside Centre totaliing £14,590 the
overall loss for the year as £ 29,199. In.addition, in the statement of financial activities, SOFA, we are
obliged to recognise the unrealised loss on the diminution, over the year, in the market value of a
bond held with the Methodist Church Central Finance Board; this was £3,444, bringing the overall
loss an the SOFA to £32,643.

Fund balances

As at 31% Auguyst 2023 the net current assets of the Church General Fund were £ 95,412.

Year to Prlor year
31st
August
. 2023 £ £
Unrestricted funds
| General Fund 95,412 92,783
Designated funds '
Buildings at Potters Bar and Shenley | 2,840,000 | 2,840,000
Shenley Fund 19,571 16,917
Restricted funds
Nursery Playgroup 123,339 | 155,982
Other _ (553) (553)
Total funds 3,077,769 | 3,105,129




Reserves

The Reserves Palicy for the Church general fund s to hold reserves in excess of 6 months’ average
expenditure. This shiould be sufficient to meet any unforeseen items of major expenditure on the
Chureh buildings and / or to be able to continue, In the short term, funding planned activities in the
event of any inability to raise sufficient funds to discharge running costs, including the Annual
Assessment payable ta the Circuit. The trustees are building up additional reserves in the general
fund beyond the level needed to comply with the reserves policy set out above; this Is to contribute
to future pastoral or other initiatives autharised by the Church Council and or enable the
replacement of the remaining old single glazed windows in the Church which are beyond repair.

Basis of preparation and legal framework

The Charity’s annual report and accounts for the year ended 31 August 2023 have been prepared in
accordance with the Charitles Act 2011 and the Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice 2015
as applicable to the Financial Reporting Standard {FRS) 102

Full Name of Charity: 5t John's Methodist Church Potters Bar
Registration Charity Number: 1130633

Date of registration: 21%hity 2009

Main communication address: 67 Baker Street Potters Bar EN6 2EX

The members of the St John's Methodist Church, Churc_h__Co_l_JEc_;_il are the Charity Trustees. The
~ membership is set out below.

Circult Ministers
Rev David Jebb (appointed 1* September 2022)

Church Stewards
Robin Burns
Helen Jeckelis
David Carter
Sally Gunning

Church Treasurer
Robert Ward

Other members of the Church Council
Peter Barlow
Roger Croughton
Patricla Griffith
Valerie Vessey
Jo Hutton
Kathryn Krause
Stephen Krause
David Bowler
Steve Matthews
Dawn Fenner



John Sloper
Myra Sloper
Helen Barlow
Val Parker
Maggle Day
David Rhodes
Louise Bourton
John Sterland

Church Treasurer: Robeft Ward acted as the principal officer overseeing the day-te-day financial
management and accounting for the Church during the year.

Independent examiner: Newman Morrls, Chartered Accountants, London Colney Herts AL2 THA
Bankers: Central Finance Board of the Methodist Church

Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes
CAF Bank jtd

Aims and organisation

Charity objective s to work together as a focal Methodist Church to live out the Christin faith and
share the good news of lesus Christ in our community.

"The purposes of the Methodist Church are and shall be deemed to have been since the Date of
Uriion the advancement of:

a} The Christian faith in accordance with the doctrinal standards and discipline of The Methodist

Church;

b} Any charitable purpose for the time being of any Gonnexional, District, Circuit, local or other
organisation of The Methaodist Church;

¢} Any charitable purpose for the time being of any society or Institution subsidiary or ancillary to
The Methodist Church;

d} Any purpose for the time being of any charity being a charity subsidiary or ancillary to The
Methodist Church

Worshipping God through prayer, song and ather acts of worship.
“The organisation and resourcing of regular public acts. of worship open to members of the church
and non members alike.

The teaching of Christianity through sermons, courses and smalkgroups.
The resourcing of pastoral work including visiting the sick and bereaved.

Taking religious assemblies inlocal schools.

Promotion of Christianity through the staging of events and services.

Provision of chaplaincy services to the local university and other institutions.

Public Benefit

We confirm the trustees have had regard to the Charity Commission’s guidance on public benefit.

Structure, Governance and Management



"The governing document for the Church is the Deed of Union (1932) and Methodist Church Act
(1976)

Detailed governance arrangements are outlined within the Constitutional Practice and Discipline of
the Methodist Church by order of the annual conference (CPD).

Day to day management of the Church is undertaken by the Church Leadership team along with the
Minister. The trustees are appointed by the Annual Church Meeting.

Trustee Training

A range of guidance produced by Methodist Connexion to support the effective running of the
Church, specifically the leaflet ‘The Role of a Trustee in The Mathodist Church’ is given to all new
Church meetmg members as induction to their role as trustees.

Fram time-te-time members of the Church Council, as managing trustees, attend specific training
courses run by the Circuit.

Related Parties

The Church is part of the St Albans Welwyn Circuit and the Beds, Herts and Essex District and s also
accountable to the Methodist Conference,

Risk Managemenit

The major risks have been identified and recorded by the Church Resources (Finance and.Property)
Committee. Thare is a regular annual review process undertaken and recorded.

Income and Expenditure is being monltored In total and Is compared with the approved annual
budget on a half yearly basis to detect trends as part of the risk management process to avaid
unforeseen calis on reserves.

Safeguarding

Every person has a value and dignity which comes directly from the creation of male and female in
God’s own image and likeness. Christians see this potential as fulfilled by God's re-creation of us in
Christ. Among other things this implies a duty to value all people as bearing the image of God and
therefore to protect them from harm, Methodist Cornexional practice outlines commitment to the
following principles:

* The care and nurture of, and respectful pastoral ministry with, all children, young people and
adults

* The safeguarding and protection of all children, young people and aduits when they are vulnerable

+ The establishing of safe, caring communities which provide a loving environment where there is
informed vigilance as to the dangers of abuse.



* We will carefully select and train all those with any responsibility within the Church, In line with
Safer Recruitment principles, including the use of criminal records disclosures and registration with
the relevant vetting and barring schemes.

* We will respond without delay to every complaint made which suggests that an adult, child or
young person may have been harmed, cooperating with the police and local authority in any
investigation,

* We will seek to work with anyone who has suffered abuse, developing with them an appropriate
ministry of informed pastoral care..

* We will seek to challenge any abuse of power, especially by anyone in‘a position of trust.

* We will seek to offer pastoral care and support, including supervision and referral to the proper
authorities, to any member of our church community known to have offended against a child, young
person or viilnerable adult.

* [n all these principies we wilt foliow legislation, guidance and recognised good practice. StJohn’s
Methodist Church commits itself to ensuring the implementation of Connexional Safeguarding
Policy; government leglslation, guldance and safe practice in the circuit and in the churches. St
lohn’s Methodist Church commits itself to the provision of support, advice and training for lay and
ordained peopie that will ensure people are clear and confident about their roles and responsibilities
in safeguarding and promating the welfare of children and adults who may be vuinerable.

._The Trustees’ report and the financial statements.were approved by-the-Church-Council-on-3™ June
2024,

Robert Ward Rev David Jebb
Church Treasurer  Minlster




1St John's Methodist Church Pofters Bar church no 34105,
Statement of Financial Activities (SOFA) for the year ended 31 August 2023 i
- Restrictod ;
Notes ta Designated Other Funds | Totaj Prior
the | General Fund| Fupds restrictod | Noursery Total | year
iaccounts| {Unrestricted) | (unrestricied) fundg playgroup |  2022-23 2024-22
~ : £ E . £ £
Income o ! I
1_Offerings 56,862 8565 63,527 | 51857
2 Donations . 8632 1,250 ... 5882 17696
[3 Gt otd 12,136 1,072 13,208 | 14724
4 Iinterast and Investment Income 2,283 263 3,547 6,093 1427]
|5 Nursery Playgrm,rp feas ] 1,321 323786 325107 | 364018
8 tmemal organisations L T
7 Other charitable income - 20,645 1125 21,670 21008
2 Opening bank balunce Shentey ) 14307
8 Totel income o 100,458 10,671 328,458 439,487 495958
Expenditure: 1 -

9_Gircult assassment or sbare - 65,400 _ 85400 65400
10 firants and donations. . 4,982 a0 5022 | 4315
11 Property maintenance 21,281 2,421 23,682 24145
12 Insurance, utilitles elc 13,843 4,450 1238 19,51% | 19437
13 Nursery Playgroup staff aosls -205,822 299,622 279901
14 Office expehses 5,152 &1 1875 T08B] 43
15 Other expondituee o 3,615 25 38830 43,070 31313
16 Replacemertt windows in Church e 26430
16 Internal organisations 0 593
17 Total charttable expendihture | 114,123/ 1.917| | 341,363 463403 455,865
18 Galns/(losses) on monetary investments ' o - 3aa4 344 -13189

19 Gains/(logsas) on Investment properties . 540233
20 Net Incomal{expenditura) ] -13,665| 2,654, | 18349  .2v3e0]  senizy
2T ransfers thtwest g — a0 T - e o
22 Other gains/{losses) Ty o B
|23 Net moverment in funds 1 2,820 2,664| of  -3z2e43] -z7.380 567177
24 Total funds brought forward | 52,783 Z858,817 - 653 155982  3,105,128] 2537982
25 Totsl funds carried forward i / 95412 | 2,889,871 |- 553 123,338 [ 3,077,768 3105179




St John's Moethodist Church Potters Bar 34105
Balance Sheet as at 31 August 2023
Goneral Fund | Designated | Restricted | Restrioted | Totals 2023 | [ Votais 2022
[Unrastrictad) Funds Funds funds
{Unrestricted) Nurgery
Nptes tothe playgroup
Accounts £ £ £ £ £ £
Fixed Agoets
........ =
Inveatment proparties 0
Church bulldings and other proparty 2,846,000 2,840,600 2,840,000
Total fixed a3sets i 2,840,000 0 o] 2840000 2,840,000
Currant Assots
Deblors and prapayments 13,888 139 7.742 21,749 14,580
Loans by the Churches 0
Invesiments with TMCP | 70,10 70,401 71,802
Cerral Finance Board Deposits 86,258 7,332 2779 35,892 112,288 131,781
Gash:#it Bank and th-hand 19,085 12,230 295 22,270 53,208 59,851
Toiz! pirrent sssst 54,208 19,571 2823 136,038 5T 437 277,504
Current llabllities )
Creditors (due In under 1 yaar) 4,798 0 3178 12,808 {9,888 12,855
Grants payable within 2022-23 0
Tatal current RebiHies 3,796 o} 3476 12,696 19,848 12,858
Nat cument sasotsMabliities 85,412 19,571 553 123,339 237,164 268,139
Total assets less currant labilities | os 2]  2,859,671] -553] 123338 3.077.7e8] | 3,108,120)
Long tarm labilities ~ _ B -
duea after muire than one year)
Girards payable afier 2022-23 0
Loans to the Church 0
Neot assels 95,412 2,859,671 £63 123,338 3,077,769 .3,105,129
Funda of the Church
General Fund {Uhrestricted) 95,412 05412 p2.783
Dasigrated Funds (Unfestrictad) 2.359.571[ 2,859,571 2,358,017
Total Unrestrictad Funds 2,954,983 2,945,700
Reatrictad Funds 553 553 553
Nurséry Playgroup restricted Funds. ' 123,338] 123,339 166,081
Total Funds 95,412  2,858,671] 553 123,339 3,077,762 3,105,129
Signed 4, 7 /
Robert Ward

Church Treasurer



St John's Methodist Church Potters Bar

Netes to the Accounts for year to 31 August 2023

1 Basis of accounting

The financial statements have been prepared under the Charities Act 2011 inaccordance with the
2014 version of Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice (SORP)
applicable to charities preparing their accounts in accordance with FRS102 — the Charities SORP
(FRS102) and taking note of the Update Bulletin 1 issued in 2016.

2 Going congern

The Trustees have assessed whether the use of the going congcern basis is appropriate and have
considered possible events or conditions that might cast doubt on the ability of the Church to
continue as a going concern. The trustees have concluded that the Church has sufficient resources to
continue in operational existence for the foreseeable future and conseguently it is appropriate to
continue to adopt the going concern basis in preparing its financial statements.

3 Funds

The funds held constitute the following: General Funds: held for any purpose of the Church which are
Unrestricted. Restricted funds which are held for a narrower purpose. There are no Endowment
funds. Detalls of each material fund are disclosed in the final note to these accounts. Any funds may

be represented by more than just cash.
4 Accounting policies

Basis

These accounts have been prepared on the basis of historical cost, except that investments are
shown at their market value at the end of the year, on the accruals basis to show a true and fair view
of the Church's financial position and activities.

incoming Resources

income Isincluded in the Statement of Financial Activities (SOFA) when the Church becomes entitied
to the resources, and the trustees are reasonably certain they wifl receive the resources; and the
monetary value can be measured with sufficlent reliability.

Resources Expended

This is recognised when a liability is incurred, or a constructive obligation arises, that results in the
payment being unavoidable. Liabifities are recognised as soon as an outflow of economic henefit is
considered more likely than not under the legal or constructive abligation committing the Church to
pay out resources.

Grants and donations

Donations made by the Church from its own funds are recognised in full at the time of agreement or
when the Church accepts that there is a legal or operational obligation to make the payment.



VAT

Since the Church is not VAT registered, all input VAT is charged with the expenses to which it refers.

Investments

In January 2017 £75,000 from the Playgroup Fund was invested in a Corporate Bond with the Central
Finance Board of the Methodist Church via the Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes. Dividends
received in the year-are credited to the SOFA and the unrealised gain or loss on the market value of

the bond at the year-end is shown separately on the SOFA as a galn or loss on mornetary
investments.

Debtors and Prepayments

Debtors include Gift Ald applicabie to the latter part of the financial year raceivable fram HMRC.

Prepayments include amounts paid in advance for insurance, other services and the Circuit
assessmant.

Creditors

Creditors include, PAYE tax due to HMRC for salaries paid in August 2023, rent payable for the

Nursery Playgroup premises rented from Oakmere School and professional fees incurred but not
hilled.

5 Inclusion of Shenley Methadist Church In the accounts of St lohn’s

The transactions, income and expenditure, relating to Shenley are included in designatéd funds for
‘The year in the SOFA and its assets.and liabilities are included in the balance sheet, also asa
designated fund. The market value of the buildings is included also a5 a fixed asset, see note 6
below.

6 Valuation of land and buildings

A professional valuation was obtained in 2022 of the current market value of the Church land and

buildings at both Baker Street Potters Bar and at London Road Shenley. These properties are shown
at this market value,

7 Payment to Trustees

There were no payments made to trustees for additional services provided to the Church. This also
applies to the previous year.

8 Relocation of playgroup setting

It was concluded that it would not be possible for the Oakmere playgroup setting to continue to rent
classroem space at Oakmere school for 1% September 2023 onwards. Accordingly, an agreement was
entered into with the trustees of the nearby Wayside Centre to rent space there from 1% September
2023, To facilitate this relocation some preparatory work had to be undertaken at the Wayside
Centre in summer 2023 to enable the setting to open in early September 2023.These costs, totalling
£13,474 are disclased below in the analysis of expenditure.

9 Analysis of Income and Expenditure.

Other Charitable Income 2023 f£ (2022 £




lettings 18,159 | 17,135

Jumping Johnis - toddlers 901 999

Fees for weddings and funerals 590 | 1,179

Copying charges 9 12

Fund raising : 454 605

Sundry 432 108

Total: General Fund 20,545 | 20,038
Expenditure

General fund; Property 2023 £ | 2022 £

maintenance _

Repairs and malntenance 6,100 | 3,551

Equipment 1,374 | 5,229

Cleaning materials 2,670 | 1,887

Statutory inspections 476 | 1,964

Waste disposal 779 737

Profassional valuations 0 9200

Cleaners’ salaries 9,862 | 9,506 |

Taotal: General Fund 21,261 | 23,774

Nursery playgroup - other expenditure | 2023 £ | 2022 £

Wayside Centre - preparatory work 13,474 0

Rent - Dakmere School 11,678 | 9,151

Property costs - legal fees 1,116 | 2,878 o

Teaching materials 8,943 7,904

Other costs 3,419 | 3,348

Total: Nursery playgroup restricted fund | 38630 | 23,281

10. Fees for independent examination of the accounts

The independent examination of the accounts has been carried out hy.Newman Maorris; a firm of
Chartered Accountants based in London Colney. The fee charged was £2,000 inclusive of VAT (2022
£2,000). No fees have been paid to this firm for any other services during this year, (2022 nii}.

11. Paid employees

The Church employs two cleaners who are paid fram the General Fund. The average number of staff
employed by the Playgroup in the year was 23 who were paid from the Nursery Playgroup restricted
fund {NPG). (2022, 20).

Staff costs paid in respect of the year

General Fund : NPGE | Total £
£
Gross salaries, wages and National lnsurance 9,862 282,056 | 291,918
Employer’s pension costs 0 14,838 | 14,838 |
Total staff costs 9862 296,894 | 306,756




12. Capital commitments and contingent liabilities

At 31st August 2023 there were no capital commitments. No contingent liabilities were identified as

at 31st August 2023,

13. Analysis of funds 2022 -2023

Incoming

Fund name Opening Resources | Unrealised ) Transfers | Closing
Balance £ gains & £ Balance £
Resources | Expended | losses
£ £
General: 92,783 160,458 | (114,123) 16,294 95,412
unrastricted
Designated: | 2,500,000 0 0. 0 0 | 2,500,000
Church
buildings
Potters Bar Ny
Designated: | 340,000 0 0 0 0| 340,000
Buildings
Shenley _
Designated: | 16,917 10571 {7917) 0 0 19,571
Shenley
funds
Restricted: | 155,982 328,458 | (341,363) (3.444) | (16,294} ¢ 123,339
Nursery
playgroup
Other (553} I I {553}
restricted |
funds | _
Totals | 3,105,128 | 439,487 | (463,403) (3,444) 0| 3,077,769

12. Related party transactions

During the year the following payment was made to the St Albans Welwyn Circuit as a contribution
towards the remuneration and accommodation costs of the Circuit's stipendiary ministers and a

contribution towards the cost of the work of the Methodist Church regionally and nationally.
2023 2022

St Albans Welwyn Circuit £65,400 £65,400

13 for information only: money received and passed anto external organisations.

2022/2 | 2021/202 .

023 2 '
Balance brought forward from last year 729 108
Offerings /gifts received for external organisations | 8,666 16,049
Offerings /gifts passed to external organisations 7,233 15,936
Balance carried forward | 2,162 729




St Johns Methodist Church Potters Bar ... o oe . No...... 34105 .

Declarations and Scrutiny

| confirm that these accruals-based accounts for the year to 31 August 2023 have been prepared

from the records of the Church and that they include all funds under the control of the Church
trustees.

Name and address of treasurer ...... Robert Ward......... St John's Methodist Church Baker Strest
Potters Bar.......... et e : _

LR N T

Presentation to the Church trustees

I confirm that the annual report and accounts for the year ended 31 August 2023 werefwill-be*
presented to the meeting of the Church trustees held an ...39 June 2024

...............

Signature of the Chair of the meeting: .

..............................................................................

Name of the Chair of the meeting: ...Rev David Jebb ... ... July 2024 ... ...

Independent Examiner’s Report to the Trustees of the
St John’s Methodist Church Potters Bar

Charity Number ...1130633...

Responsibilities and basis of report

i report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts of the St John's Methodist Church for
the year ended 31 August 2023 set out on pages ...110 6.... As the Church’s trustees, you are
responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with the requirements of the
Charities Act 2011 (‘the Act).

| report in respect of my examination of the Church’s accounts carried out under section 145 of the

Act and, in carrying out my examination, | have followed all the applicable Directions given by the
Charity Commission under section 145(5)(b) of the Act.

* delete or circle as appropriate



St John's Methodist Church Potters Bar No ...34105

Independent Examiner's Statement

The Church’s gross income exceeded £250,000 and | am qualified to undertake the examination
by being a qualified member of the Institute of Chartered Accountants

| have completed my examination. | confirm that no material matters have come to my attention in

connection with the examination {etherthanthat-disclosed-below*) which give me cause to believe

that in, any material respect;

+ the accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130 of the Act: or
the accounts do not accord with the accounting records; or

+ the accounts do not comply with the applicable requirements concerning the form and content
of accounts set out in the Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 other than any
requirement that the accounts give a ‘true and fair’ view, which is not a matter considered as
part of an independent examination

s the trustees’ annual report is not consistent with the accounts.

- I have no concems and have come across no other matters in connection with the examination to
which attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding of the
accounts to be reached.

| have/have-net™obtained-independent-verification of all investments-with the Trustees for
Methodist Church Purposes or held in ather trusts, bank balances and funds at the Central
Finance Board of the Methodist Church which are individually in excess of £10,000 (ten thousand
pounds) at the balance sheet date.

Signature of independent examiner

Name of independent examiner: Christopher Morris

......... T T T T e

...............................

..........................................

Name of firm (where appropriate) Newman Morris itd

Address ... Wellington House 273 -275 High Street London Colhay Herts

............................................. D R T L R T S

.................................................... et eeiieiiiriiniiiriianesnennn.... Post Code .. ALZ

* delete or circle as appropriate

May 2023
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St John’s Methodist Church Potters Bar.
Annual report of the trustees for the year to 31 August 2022
Introduction

The Church is governed according to the “Constitutional Practice and Discipline of the Methodist
Church”. The Church is located in Potters Bar and within the Methodist Church in the UK belongs to
the St Albans & Welwyn Circuit, which is in turn part of the Bedfordshire, Essex and Hertfordshire
District.

The Governing body is the Church Council which meets at least three times per year. There are
committees of this Council which oversee matters such as Resources (Property and Finance),
Pastoral, Outreach, Communications and the Nursery Playgroup.

Aims and objectives

The Church serves people from both Potters Bar and its surrounding villages. It aims to work
together to live out the Christian faith and share the good news of Jesus Christ in the local
community.

Review of Church activities for the year to 31%* August 2022
The Church has continued to hold regular worship each Sunday morning.

In addition to weekly worship on Sunday mornings there is a monthly Sunday evening café worship.
This is @ more informal style of worship with more contemporary music and discussions about
relevant topics rather than a formal sermon or address.

Monthly creative worship continues to be well supported. Younger children are engaged in craft
activities related to the theme of the day before joining the grown-ups in Church for worship and a
time to show the crafts which they have made.

In August 2022 the Church again held a "Holiday at Home’ event providing food, fellowship and
entertainment for the more senior members of the church family. This initiative was very well
received by participants and will be repeated in 2023.

Regular weekday activities continued including a flourishing parent and toddler group, Jumping
John’s, Women’s Guild and Women Connect. Several Bible study groups meet regularly.

The Church hosted an ecumenical Christmas event for primary school aged children in Potters Bar
called Discover Christmas.

The Church sponsored Scout Group meets on the church premises and held their very popular
Christmas and Spring fairs.

The premises continued to be let out to a wide variety of community groups including a ballet school
and mother and baby groups.

The Church was also awarded a bronze Eco Church award in October 2021.



With effect from 1% September 2021 Shenley Methodist Church, about 5 miles west of Potters Bar,
became a class of St John’s. This was because its membership was less than the minimum number
required by the Methodist Church nationally to operate as separate church. St John’s Church
Council assumed overall responsibility, as managing trustees, for the maintenance of the building
and its finances but it continues to hold regular weekly worship and other activities as before.

Our minister for the past 12 years Rev Alison Facey left in November 2021 to take up a post as a
hospital chaplain. A new minister, Rev David Jebb has been appointed to take pastoral charge of St
John's, along with Shenley, and this took effect from 1%t September 2022.In the intervening period
the trustees are very grateful to other ministers, including the Reverends Rosemary Fletcher,
Andrew Prout and Sue Stilwell who have assisted in the leadership of the Church including the
conduct of worship and pastoral care.

Church membership

The Church membership at 31st August 2022 was 94. At 1% September 2021 there were 98 members
and another 8 members transferred in from Shenley Methodist Church making a total of 106. During
the year 1 new member joined, 3 members died, 3 transferred out and 7 moved away.

In addition, at 31°* August 2022 there were 49 others on our community roll. At 15t September 2021
there were 46 others on the community roll at St John’s and 16 on the community roll at Shenley
making a total of 62. During the year there was net loss of 13 others on the community roll.

Nursery Playgroup

The Church runs a Nursery Playgroup (‘NPG’) for children from two to four years; this is operated
from two settings, at Oakmere School in Potters Bar and the Church’s own premises in Baker Street.

The NPG is registered with OFSTED. It has a separate management board which oversees its day-to-
day management in conjunction with the setting manager and her team. This board includes
members of the Church Council to whom it reports and has overall responsibility. The objectives of
the NPG are to serve the local communities in which the two settings are located and to cover its
costs. Both settings are inspected by OFSTED and during the latest inspections, in 2018, one setting
received an ‘Outstanding’ rating and the other a ‘Good’ rating.

Brief financial review of the year

The Church now has three main funds. The General or unrestricted fund which maintains the Church
‘s fabric and contributes to the cost of Circuit ministry and other Circuit, District and Connexional
(National Methodist Church) work. The main restricted fund is the Nursery Playgroup and the
designated fund relates mainly to Shenley.

General Fund

Income



The main source of income for the General Fund are the regular donations from members and
friends and related Gift Aid recoverable from HMRC. The second major source is lettings income
from use of the premises by external organisations.

Income from regular giving by members and friends reduced very slightly compared to the previous
year. However, the Church benefited from four donations totalling £11,000 from relatives of
recently deceased members.

Lettings income for the year increased by £10,000 to £17,135 as the restrictions imposed by the
Covid 19 regulations were relaxed and then abolished.

Expenditure

The major expenditure of the Church’s General Fund is the assessment paid to the St Albans &
Welwyn Circuit. The total was £65,400 and was the same as in the previous three years. This
assessment is the Church’s contribution to the remuneration and accommodation costs of the
Circuit’s stipendiary ministers and our contribution towards the costs of the work of the Methodist
Church regionally and nationally.

Routine maintenance costs remained the same as in previous years. However approximately £5,000
was expended on two new high-resolution screens for the front of the worship area to replace the
obsolete back projection equipment. They are used to project the words of hymns, Bible readings
and other material during worship.

The major expense for the year was the replacement of some of the old and rusting single glazed
windows in the worship area and the main hall with new double-glazed units. The cost was £26,000.

After taking the above expenses into account the general fund incurred a loss for the year of £6,000,
Shenley Church

With effect from 1% September 2021 St John’s took over responsibility for this church’s finances.
Notwithstanding the small number of members and adherents, the income from both regular giving
and other activities exceeded the running costs, including maintenance, of the buildings; Shenley
does not make a separate contribution to the Circuit assessment. It also holds modest cash reserves
of £17,000 (as at 31 August 2022) to cover for any unforeseen maintenance and repair issues.

Nursery Playgroup

The Nursery Playgroup had an extremely good year financially assisted by record pupil numbers
particularly at the Oakmere setting. Total income was £366,000, up nearly 30%, with staff costs of
£280,000, up 16% on the previous year. After taking into account other costs including accrued rent
and professional fees, it incurred an operating surplus of £43,000 before unrealised losses on the
market values of investments were taken into account. This compared to a surplus of £10,000 in the
previous year. For the current year to August 2023, it has been necessary to increase staff pay rates
significantly to allow for both inflation and changes to living and minimum wage regulations.
Furthermore, pupil numbers have been lower so the financial outcome for the current year is likely
to be somewhat weaker.



Fund balances

As at 31°" August 2022 the net current assets of the Church General Fund were £ 92,783 giving in
excess of 6 months cover for expenditure. The trustees are building up additional reserves in the
general fund beyond the level needed to comply with the reserves policy set out below; this is to
enable the replacement of the remaining old single glazed windows in the Church which are beyond

repair.

Unrestricted funds Current Prior year
year £ £

General Fund 92,783 98,952
Designated funds

Buildings, including Shenley for 2022 | 2,840,000 | 2,299,767

Other, including Shenley for 2022 16,917 7267
Restricted funds

Nursery Playgroup 155,982 125,345

Other (553) 6,621
Total funds 3,105,129 | 2,537,952
Reserves

The Reserves Policy for the Church is to hold in excess of 6 months’ average expenditure. This should
be sufficient to meet any unforeseen items of major expenditure on the Church buildings and / or to
be able to continue, in the short term, funding planned activities in the event of any inability to raise
sufficient funds to discharge running costs including the Annual Assessment payable to the Circuit.

Basis of preparation and legal framework

The Charity’s annual report and accounts for the year ended 31 August 2022 have been prepared in
accordance with the Charities Act 2011 and the Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice 2015
as applicable to the Financial Reporting Standard (FRS) 102

Full Name of Charity: St John’s Methodist Church Potters Bar
Registration Charity Number: 1130633

Date of registration: 21t Jjuly 2009

Main communication address: 67 Baker Street Potters Bar EN6 2EX

The members of the St John’s Methodist Church, Church Council are the Charity Trustees. The
membership is set out below.

Circuit Ministers

Rev David Jebb (appointed 1 September 2022)
Rev Rosemary Fletcher (resigned 31% August 2022)
Rev Alison Facey (resigned 31 October 2021)

Rev Andrew Prout



Church Stewards

Robin Burns

Myra Sloper (retired as a Church Steward on 31° October 2022 but remains a member of the Church
Council)

Dave Best (resigned 1 May 2022)

Helen Jeckells

David Carter

Sally Gunning (appointed 1% May 2022)

Church Treasurer
Robert Ward

Other members of the Church Council
Peter Barlow

Roger Croughton

Patricia Griffith

Valerie Vessey

Jo Hutton

Kathryn Krause

Stephen Krause

David Bowler

Steve Matthews

Dawn Fenner

John Sloper

Helen Barlow

Val Parker

Maggie Day

David Rhodes

Graham Phillips

Louise Bourton (appointed 1° November 2021)

Church Treasurer: Robert Ward acted as the principal officer overseeing the day-to-day financial
management and accounting for the Church during the year.

Independent examiner: Newman Morris, Chartered Accountants, London Colney Herts AL2 1HA

Bankers: Central Finance Board of the Methodist Church
Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes
CAF Bank Itd

Aims and organisation

Charity objective is to work together as a local Methodist Church to live out the Christin faith and
share the good news of Jesus Christ in our community.



"The purposes of the Methodist Church are and shall be deemed to have been since the Date of
Union the advancement of:

a) The Christian faith in accordance with the doctrinal standards and discipline of The Methodist
Church;

b) Any charitable purpose for the time being of any Connexional, District, Circuit, local or other
organisation of The Methodist Church;

c) Any charitable purpose for the time being of any society or institution subsidiary or ancillary to
The Methodist Church;

d) Any purpose for the time being of any charity being a charity subsidiary or ancillary to The
Methodist Church

Worshipping God through prayer, song and other acts of worship.

"The organisation and resourcing of regular public acts of worship open to members of the church
and non members alike.

The teaching of Christianity through sermons, courses and small groups.

The resourcing of pastoral work including visiting the sick and bereaved.

Taking religious assemblies in local schools.

Promotion of Christianity through the staging of events and services.

Provision of chaplaincy services to the local university and other institutions.

Public Benefit

We confirm the trustees have had regard to the Charity Commission’s guidance on public benefit.
Structure, Governance and Management

"The governing document for the Church is the Deed of Union (1932) and Methodist Church Act
(1976)

Detailed governance arrangements are outlined within the Constitutional Practice and Discipline of
the Methodist Church by order of the annual conference (CPD).

Day to day management of the Church is undertaken by the Church Leadership team along with the
Minister. The trustees are appointed by the Annual Church Meeting.

Trustee Training

A range of guidance produced by Methodist Connexion to support the effective running of the
Church, specifically the leaflet ‘The Role of a Trustee in The Methodist Church’ is given to all new
Church meeting members as induction to their role as trustees.

From time-to-time members of the Church Council, as managing trustees, attend specific training
courses run by the Circuit.

Related Parties

The Church is part of the St Albans Welwyn Circuit and the Beds, Herts and Essex District and is also
accountable to the Methodist Conference.



Risk Management

The major risks have been identified and recorded by the Church Resources (Finance and Property)
Committee. There is a regular annual review process undertaken and recorded.

Income and Expenditure is being monitored in total and is compared with the approved annual
budget on a half yearly basis to detect trends as part of the risk management process to avoid
unforeseen calls on reserves.

Safeguarding

Every person has a value and dignity which comes directly from the creation of male and female in
God’s own image and likeness. Christians see this potential as fulfilled by God’s re-creation of us in
Christ. Among other things this implies a duty to value all people as bearing the image of God and
therefore to protect them from harm. Methodist Connexional practice outlines commitment to the
following principles:

e The care and nurture of, and respectful pastoral ministry with, all children, young people and
adults

* The safeguarding and protection of all children, young people and adults when they are vulnerable

e The establishing of safe, caring communities which provide a loving environment where there is
informed vigilance as to the dangers of abuse.

o We will carefully select and train all those with any responsibility within the Church, in line with
Safer Recruitment principles, including the use of criminal records disclosures and registration with
the relevant vetting and barring schemes.

» We will respond without delay to every complaint made which suggests that an adult, child or
young person may have been harmed, cooperating with the police and local authority in any
investigation.

e We will seek to work with anyone who has suffered abuse, developing with them an appropriate
ministry of informed pastoral care.

» We will seek to challenge any abuse of power, especially by anyone in a position of trust.

» We will seek to offer pastoral care and support, including supervision and referral to the proper
authorities, to any member of our church community known to have offended against a child, young
person or vulnerable adult.

« In all these principles we will follow legislation, guidance and recognised good practice. St John's
Methodist Church commits itself to ensuring the implementation of Connexional Safeguarding
Policy; government legislation, guidance and safe practice in the circuit and in the churches. St
John’s Methodist Church commits itself to the provision of support, advice and training for lay and
ordained people that will ensure people are clear and confident about their roles and responsibilities
in safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and adults who may be vulnerable.



The Trustees’ report and the financial statements were approved by the Church Council on 12* June

2023. V
."/

Robert Ward Rev David Jebb
Church Treasurer Minister



St John's Methodist Church Potters Bar 34105
Statement of Financial Act|V|t|es (SOFA) for the year ended 31 August 2022
Restricted
Notes to Designated Other fund total; prior
the General Fund Funds restricted Nursery Total year 2020 -
accounts | (Unrestricted) | (unrestricted) funds Playgroup | 2021-2022 2021
- £ £ £ £
Income .
1 Offerings ] L ) 56,269 5,588 61,857 58162
12 Donations N 16,123 1,573 17 696 9892
3 Gift aid 13,474 1,250 14,724 14028
4 Interest and investment i income 261 58 1,108 1,427 963
5. Nursery playgroup fees ) 364,018 364,018 282648
gﬂtegarl grgjmsatlons ) 7 - 871 = 8717 206
|7 Other charitable income e 20,038 529 531 21,098 8821
Opening bank balance Shenley 14,307 14,307
8 Total income ] 106,165 | 23,305 | 871 365,657 495,998 374720
Expenditure | l ‘ ‘ EEAEE DR
|9 Circuit assessment or share - X 65,400 65,400 65400
10 Grants and donatlone 4,096 219 4,315 3951
11 Property maintenance | 23,774 371 24,145 16357
12 Insurance, utilities etc I 12,836 5,470 1,131 19,437 | 11524
13 Nursery Playgroup staff costs ) 279,901 279,901 241249
14 Office expenses | 3,099 1,132 4,231 4211
|15 Other expenditure L 7,701 331 23,281 31,313 15463,
16 Replacement windows in Church 26,430 26430, O
16 Internal organisations . 693 693 598
17 Total charitable expenditure ] 143,336 6,391 693 305445/ 455865 358,753
18 Gams/(losses) on monetary mvestments - 13,189  -13,189 -848
19 Gains/(losses) on investment properties 540,233 ] 540 233
20 Net income/(expenditure) ] -37,171| 557,147 178 47,023 [ 567,177 15119
21 Transfers between funds 31,002 - 7,264 - 7,352 - 16,386 0|
22 Other gains/(losses) 0
23 Net movement in funds 11 -6,169| 549,883 -7,174]  30,637| 567,177 15119
24 Total funds brought forward 98,952 2,307,034 6,621 125,345 2,537,952 2522833
25 Total funds carried forward 92,783 | 2,856,917 |- 553 155,982 ! 3,105,129 2537952
!

SJPB sofa and balance sheet 2021 to 2022.xIsx

lofl



St John's Methodist Church Potters Bar 34105
Balance Sheet as at 31 August 2022
General Fund | Designated Restricted Restricted Totals 2022 Totals 2021
(Unrestricted) Funds Funds funds
(Unrestricted) Nursery
Notes to the Playgroup
Accounts £ £ £ £ £ £
Fixed Assets
0
Investment properties 0
Church building and other property 2,840,000 2,840,000 2,299,767
Total fixed assets 0 2,840,000 0 0 2,840,000 2,299,767
Current Assets
Debtors and prepayments 14,469 111 14,580 14,257
Loans by the Churches 0
Investments with TMCP 71,802 71,802 98,655
Central Finance Board Deposits 74,554 6,730 1,236 49,231 131,751 87,877
Cash at Bank and in hand 6,971 10,187 -1,683 44,376 59,851 52,775
Total current assets 95,994 16,917 -336 165,409 277,984 253,564
Current liabilities
Creditors (due in under 1 year) 3,211 217 9,427 12,855 15,379
0
Total current liabilities 3,211 0 217 9,427 12,855 15,379
Net current assets/liabilities 92,783 16,917 -553 155,982 265,129 238,185
Total assets less current liabilities 92,783 2,856,917 -553| 155,982 3,105,129 2,537,952
Long term liabilities
(due after more than one year)
Grants payable after 2021-22 - 0
Loans to the Church 0
0
Net assets 92,783 2,856,917 -553 155,982 3,105,129 2,537,952
Funds of the Church
General Fund (Unrestricted) 92,783 92,783 98,952
Designated Funds (Unrestricted) 2,856,917 2,856,917 2,307,034
Total Unrestricted Funds 2,949,700 2,405,986
Restricted Funds -553 -553 6,621
Nursery playgroup restricted 155,982 155,982 125,345
Total Funds 92,783| 2,856,917| -553 155,982 3,105,129 2,537,952
Signed

SJPB sofa and balance sheet 2021 to 2022.xlsx

Church Treasurer

lofl



St John’s Methodist Church Potters Bar

Notes to the Accounts for year to 31 August 2022

1 Basis of accounting

The financial statements have been prepared under the Charities Act 2011 in accordance with the
2014 version of Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice (SORP)
applicable to charities preparing their accounts in accordance with FRS102 — the Charities SORP
(FRS102) and taking note of the Update Bulletin 1 issued in 2016.

2 Going concern

The Trustees have assessed whether the use of the going concern basis is appropriate and have
considered possible events or conditions that might cast doubt on the ability of the Church to
continue as a going concern. The trustees have concluded that the Church has sufficient resources to
continue in operational existence for the foreseeable future and consequently it is appropriate to
continue to adopt the going concern basis in preparing its financial statements.

3 Funds

The funds held constitute the following: General Funds held for any purpose of the Church which are
Unrestricted. Restricted funds which are held for a narrower purpose. There are no Endowment
funds. Details of each material fund are disclosed in the final note to these accounts. Any funds may
be represented by more than just cash.

4 Accounting policies
Basis

These accounts have been prepared on the basis of historical cost, except that investments are
shown at their market value at the end of the year, on the accruals basis to show a true and fair view
of the Church’s financial position and activities.

Incoming Resources

Income is included in the Statement of Financial Activities (SOFA) when the Church becomes entitled
to the resources, and the trustees are reasonably certain they will receive the resources; and the
monetary value can be measured with sufficient reliability.

Resources Expended

This is recognised when a liability is incurred, or a constructive obligation arises, that results in the
payment being unavoidable. Liabilities are recognised as soon as an outflow of economic benefit is
considered more likely than not under the legal or constructive obligation committing the Church to
pay out resources.

Grants and donations

Donations made by the Church from its own funds are recognised in full at the time of agreement or
when the Church accepts that there is a legal or operational obligation to make the payment.



VAT
Since the Church is not VAT registered, all input VAT is charged with the expenses to which it refers.
Investments

In January 2017 £75,000 from the Playgroup Fund was invested in a Corporate Bond with the Central
Finance Board of the Methodist Church via the Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes. Dividends
received in the year are credited to the SOFA and the unrealised gain or loss on the market value of
the bond at the year-end is shown separately on the SOFA as a gain or loss on monetary
investments.

Debtors and Prepayments

Debtors include Gift Aid applicable to the latter part of the financial year receivable from HMRC.
Prepayments include amounts paid in advance for insurance, other services and the Circuit
assessment.

Creditors

Creditors include, PAYE tax due to HMRC for salaries paid in August 2022, rent payable for the
Nursery Playgroup premises at Oakmere School and professional fees incurred but not billed.

5 Inclusion of Shenley Methodist Church in the accounts of St John’s

The transactions, income and expenditure, relating to Shenley are included in designated funds for
the year in the SOFA. The market value of the buildings is included also as a fixed asset, see note 6
below.

6 Valuation of land and buildings

A professional valuation was obtained in 2022 of the current market value of the Church land and
buildings at both Baker Street Potters Bar and at London Road Shenley.

The Potters Bar buildings have been revalued at the market value of £2,500,000 and the revaluation
surplus of £200,233 has been credited to reserves. The buildings at Shenley have been included in
the accounts at their market value of £340,000.

7 Payment to Trustees

There were no payments made to trustees for additional services provided to the Church. This also
applies to the previous year.

8 Analysis of Income and Expenditure

Other Charitable Income 2022 £ | 2021 £
lettings 17,135 | 6,953
Jumping John’s - toddlers 999 0
Fees for weddings and funerals | 1,179 | 1,819
Copying charges 12 19
Fund raising 605 0




Sundry 108 30
Total: General Fund 20,038 | 8,821

Expenditure

Property maintenance 2022 £ | 2021 £
Repairs and maintenance 3,551 2,812
Equipment 5,229 432
Cleaning materials 1,887 793
Statutory inspections 1,964 254
Waste disposal 737 721
Professional valuations 900 0
Cleaners’ salaries 9,506 | 8,612
Total: General Fund 23,774 | 13,624
Nursery Playgroup 0 2,733
Total 23,774 | 16,357

9. Fees for independent examination of the accounts

The independent examination of the accounts has been carried out by Newman Morris, a firm of
Chartered Accountants based in London Colney. The fee charged was £2,000 inclusive of VAT (2021
£2,000). No fees have been paid to this firm for any other services during this year, (2021 nil).

10. Paid employees

The Church employs two cleaners who are paid from the General Fund. The average number of staff

employed by the Playgroup in the year was 20 who were paid from the Nursery Playgroup restricted
fund (NPG). (2021, 20).

Staff costs paid in respect of the year

General Fund | NPG £ Total £
£
Gross salaries, wages and National Insurance 9,506 264,169 | 273,675
Employer’s pension costs 0 13,266 | 13,266
Total staff costs 9,506 286,941
277,435

11. Capital commitments and contingent liabilities

At 31st August 2022 there were no capital commitments. No contingent liabilities were identified as
at 31st August 2022.



12. Analysis of funds 2021 -2022

Fund name

Opening
Balance £

Incoming

Resources
£

Resources

Expended
£

Unrealised

losses

Transfers
gains & £

Closing
Balance £

General:
unrestricted

98952

106165

(143336)

31002

92,783

Designated:
Church
buildings
Potters Bar

2,299,767

200,233

2,500,000

Designated:
Buildings
Shenley

340,000

340,000

Designated:
Shenley
funds

23305

(6388)

16,917

Designated:
Unrestricted
legacies

7,267

(3))

(7,264)

Restricted:
Nursery

playgroup

125,345

365,657

(305,445)

(13,189)

(16,386)

155,982

Other
restricted
funds

6,621

871

(693)

(7,352)

(553)

Totals

2,537,952

495,998

(455865)

527,044

3,105,129

12. Related party transactions

During the year the following payment was made to the St Albans Welwyn Circuit as a contribution
towards the remuneration and accommodation costs of the Circuit’s stipendiary ministers and a

contribution towards the cost of the work of the Methodist Church regionally and nationally.

St Albans Welwyn Circuit

2022

£65,400

2021

£65,400

13 for information only: money received and passed onto external organisations.

2021/ | 2020/

2022 | 2021
Balance brought forward from last year 108 2
Offerings /gifts received for external organisations | 16049 | 7,530
Offerings /gifts passed to external organisations 15936 | 7,424
Balance carried forward 729 108




St Johns Methodist Church PottersBar ........................... No...... 34105.....

Declarations and Scrutiny

| confirm that these accruals-based accounts for the year to 31 August 2022 have been prepared
from the records of the Church and that they include all funds under the control of the Church

trustees.
Mets,
",// ) /- /“ ” / NG —T 3
Z Lv/// - )9 72
Signature of treasurer .......... / .................................................. D ate///ééyﬁz
Name and address of treasurer ...... Robert Ward......... St John’s Methodist Church Baker Street

PoOtters Bar. ...

Presentation to the Church trustees

| confirm that the annual report and accounts for the year ended 31 August 2022 were/will-be*
presented to the meeting of the Church trustees held on ...12" June 2023..............

Signature of the Chair of the meeting: ........ ...

Name of the Chair of the meeting: ...Rev David Jebb ..................... June 2023 .....................

Independent Examiner’s Report to the Trustees of the

St John’s Methodist Church Potters Bar

Charity Number ...1130633...........

Responsibilities and basis of report

| report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts of the St John's Methodist

............... Church for the year ended 31 August 2022 set out on pages ...1t0 6.... As the
Church’s trustees, you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with the
requirements of the Charities Act 2011 (‘the Act).

| report in respect of my examination of the Church’s accounts carried out under section 145 of the

Act and, in carrying out my examination, | have followed all the applicable Directions given by the
Charity Commission under section 145(5)(b) of the Act.

* delete or circle as appropriate



St John's methodist Church F‘ott’ers Bar

No ...34105.......... :

AR A R LR R R L L R R R

Independent Examiner’s Statement

The Church’s gross income exceeded £250,000 and | am qualified to undertake the examination
by being a qualified member of . 7HE NSTITUTE OF CrAQLTEZED ASSoINTANTS,

1 have completed my examination. |-confirm that no material matters have come to my attention in
‘connection with the examination (other than that disclosed below*) which give me cause to believe
that in, any material respect: '

the accoun.ting records Were not keptin accordance with section 130 of fhe Act; or

the accounts do not accord with the accounting records; or e _

» the accounts do not comply with the applicable requirements concerning the form and content

- of accounts set out in the Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 other than any
requirement that the accounts give a ‘true and fair’ view, which is not a matter considered as-
part of an independent examination o

o the trustees’ annual report’is not consistent with the accounts

| have no concerns and have come across no othér_ matters in_connection with the examination to-
which attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding of the
accounts to be reached. ‘

| have/have not* obtained independent verification of all investments with the Trustees for |
Methodist Church Purposes or held in other trusts, bank balances and funds at the Central
Finance Board of the Methodist Church which are individually in excess of £10,000 (ten thousand
“pounds) at the balance sheet date. g : o

Signature of independent examiner e Y (= NV

Name of independent examiner ..... CransTerien. Motins

B R R I N R I R N I

Relevant professional qualification of independent examiner Citaerined Ac coursTAST,

.......... B T L T

lo2ll% L1 PATED

.............................................................

Address \A/ELL‘NESTQHHOQSE;0176'9275HEHSTQ&TJ ........

...........................................................................

................................................

* delete or circle as appropriate

May 2023
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StJohir's Methadist Chiurch Potters Bar,

Annusl feﬁu’rtféithaws&esférw year to 317 Augiist 2021
: Intfoductlon

The. Churchis governed accordlng to the “Constitutional Practite and Discipline af the ,Methodist

“Church”. The Chuech is: lm:ated in Potters Bar and within the Methodist Church i the UK t}elqngstd

the'st Albans & Welwvn Czrcmt thch is Tty part df the- Bedfqrdsh[re, Essex and- H&l‘thFde]if”E

. District..

The Governing biody i the Chumh E!ouncil which, meeb at least thiree times peryear. There are g
comtnittees of this Coinéil which oversee-mattars such as Property and Finance, Pastoral; Dutreath,
-Bommunications ard: thg Nursery Playgroup

.Aims and objectivés.

‘The Churth séeves people from both Potters Bar aiid 1ts surroutiding villages. It-aims to work

togetherto liveautthe Chesttan faith 4nd shiare the gbc-dmm& of Jesug Christ in.thie local

| cOmmMUAIty; B _
“Reviewof Church activities for thieyearto $1* August 2021

The Ghureh haseantinued to hold regalar wairship throughtist the-angoing pefiod of Covid relatad

resteictions. Whers regulations permitted this has bigen warshig i the Church bulidings follawing all

=ré'1evaptguida’ﬂ‘ée,ﬂiiﬁaiuﬁi'hg i‘s’dclal distancing and conigregational singing, rWh'i‘ch‘ﬁp}ili‘e‘"d "a't the time,

Mnnthlv creati\rewnmhtpmnﬂnuesm be,welisuppbrbed Younger childran are. engaged inieraft

-:_acti_v_lt,les refated: rtothethame ofthe day: berforejo[ning thie grdwn-ups in Chut:Gh ’r‘or mrshlp anda

time to show the erafts which they have miade.

Inuly 2021 the Church ‘hald a 'Hohday at Hamie® event over two mnsecutlve days providirg food,
fellowsh‘lp ahd entertainment for the more:serior membErs of the church lfamlly This fnitlative was:

Nery Well recalved by participants and is llkeiy 1o he- repeated

Regular Weelgday agtivities continued includinig:a flourishing; pareﬁt and toddler group, Jurnping

Johr's, Women's:Guild and- Wémen Connectand a Men's Faliawship Several Bible study greups met. .
Jrégularly, ‘some in person and ethers onling:

The Chisrch §ponsored Scout Graup m'_ei!*-‘?‘?ﬂﬁaﬂxe;éhurch préfisesand whar Covid regulatians:
‘perpiltied held theirvery popular fairs.

The prémises contlnued to bedet oyt to: awlde variety of communitv groupsinctuding a'ballet schgql
and’ mmher and babv grnfups.

iFuture plans-- -

bécame a tlass nfStJohh s, ’rhis Was because fts membershm was less than thé mmimum number

: requlred by the Methqdist church wationally to operate as separate chuteh. Stlohn's Chureh



“Cavinctl assumeti averall responsibitity, as managlng trustees; forithe mainterance of the. buildlng
and its. ﬂnantes but itwill cﬁntrnue 30 hold regular weekly: warship and otheractivities s, befare

nur minister for the past n veam Rev A!lsan Faeey [aft ln Nnvembar 2021 to take up a pos’é as g
John'b, along wlth sheniey. fmm 1“ September 2(122 in tht; lntervening period the trustaes are Verv
,grateful to other minlsters, including the Reverends. Rosémary Fletchar, Andrew Prout and Sue
Stilwelt whoare: assistmg in the leadershlp of the Ghurch’ including the conduct of worshig and
pastoral care.

‘Church membershlp

 The Church membership.at d1st August 7031 was 98. At 1% September. 2020 thete were 102 |

g members and during the yéar Znew members }olned,s members died-and 1 memberreslgnech I
additmn, at 34% Augyst 2021 there were 45 of ourcammuﬁny rall; 8 hat loss of: 4fpver the year:

From 1% Septerbier 2021 the memhership Wereaset by 8 being members transterred, from Sherlay
- Methodist Church: I addition, mem are 16 on the Shenley commupiity.roll:

_'.;Nurservmygroup

~ The Thurchrans & Nursery Piaygroup (*NPG‘) for ¢hildrenfrom two to fdurnyears, thisis operated:
fromiwo settings, at: Qakimers S’chmil In Potters Barand the Church’s ¢ nwn premises i Baker Street:

The NPG is registered with OFSTED It has g seéparate management board whichevarsees its day-to-
day management.in cqnjunctmn withthe setilng raanager-and’her team: This boarg includes.
members of the'Church Coundil te whmm 1 reports anid:has; averall msmnssbihty The ob]ei:tives of
‘the NPG are to seive thelocal communttiss ke which the tw sftings are located arid ta sover its
eosts. Both Settmgs argingpcted w QFSTED and during the: latest lnspectfons, 2018, aneﬁeﬁfng
_ -recetveﬂ an: ‘Cmfstanding"ratlng and the othera ‘Good” féﬁh&

‘Brigt financial review of the year - |

The:Chuirct has twi rain funds. The Geneeal or uhresteitted funid «wmc':h malntaing the Chuirch ’s
fabric.ahd contributes tothe cost of Circult: ministry:and ¢ther Circalt, District ant Cannexional
-{Naﬁbnﬁl Mﬂthodist Ghurch) woark, The main restricteﬂ funid is:the Narsery: P}aygmup.

' -Genﬂral Fund.

o --!h‘cbme-

Therain source of income for the é‘éﬁéral Fund js the Suhday tollectioris and: velated Gift Aid
recoverable frot HMRG. The secand ajor saufce Is letﬂngs ingdme from use of the prerdises by.
external nrgamsaziun&

Income from regular gwing by members and friends held stéady compared to the previous yaar;
priost embars are now donating b!/ migans of regula¢ standing arders.



Lgttings income forthe year fell by a furthier £3,500 apﬁrﬁk"’matély'as there were restrictioris.on
'lettingsdue o cowd ‘regulations. Sinice the year end: Iettlngs activtty ant’ unc.'qme has reverted\tu pre

_ am\fld tewels

| _ =Expend1tura

The mgjef expeﬁdlture of the Church’s General Fund-is the aSsessmentpaid totheSt Albans &
Welwvn Cireyit, The total was£65,409 and: wasthe same asinithe previedstwo:years. This

: :assessrnant is .thf_- Chiifeh’s contrbutiontothe remuneraﬁan and accommadation costs.of the

Cifcuit's sﬂpendlary milniisters and ourcontribution towards the rosts of the work af the Methotist
~Bhurehi neéiuually and nationaily.

Repair costs were: lowsr: ln 2021 asin the previous year, to 31¢ August 2020 thers | had besh
expenditureonthe; resurfaaing éfthe car paﬁk '

Overall, the gereral funid incurted a loss fir: the Vear-of £2,574; compared to.a loss of £6,009 112020,
‘Hawaver, the loss in 2029 was: aﬁer taking into-account the cost of resurfacing af the car park, which -
was£7; 696 ‘Fhe resumptiohiof pre covid Teyelsnf fettings in the clirkent 202172022 year should help:
to impeove the finandial outconie for the year fo 31% August 2037, '

auurs&r'w}:l?léygtoup‘i

The Nursery Playgroup biad & saﬂsféctdrvvearﬁnandalw Total Income was £283,000,p about 12%, .

‘with Staff costs: ofﬂ%ﬂﬂ&up 6% ontha previbusyear. Aﬁar taking fnto. account vther Tosts; it

fincurred an aperating surplus nfszm,ano hefors: unrea!tsed lgsms on Imrestments were takern into
Aaccountcomparéﬂ .8 Very, small loss n the: memousyéar

Fund balaru:és

Asat 31“ Auguﬂ: 2(;)21 ths: net currént assats of thé‘ Church General Fund werg £ 9&952 gIVInng
axcessof & manthsicover for expendlture Thetustees are butlding Up additiondl reserves in the
‘general fund beyond the level neaded £6 coriply with the réserves palicy set out belaw; thisigta
enable the replacement of old single giazad windows i the Chupeh which are'tieyond repalr. This
wWork Is expected o be cariad ot in the yeario 31’? August 2022.

:-_Unr.estﬂctedafunds— ._c_urre_ptt fﬂgior--yeap_i

D&pignn‘ted funds

“GenewaiFind | 98Bs3 | 101576

“Churchibuildines | 2,295, 767 | 209,767

“Unrestiicted legacies 725} 7957

Restrictedfunds:. | |
{_intérnial organisations | 550 | 578
| Nursery! Playgroup i 113,497 |
| | 124ps3 | _
Legacfes o ’?355 208




Reserves

The Resérves Poilcy for the Chutch s to hold In excessof 6§ months’ average expe nditue. This stiould.
be sufficient to meetiany.unfaresesniiterns of major expenditure on the Church buildingsand / orto
bé-able tu cﬁﬁtinué li‘rl the shorfté‘rm, ﬁ‘ahdihg'ﬁlanheﬂ aét'wm':eé'in *’t’he eveﬁ;of'any'mab‘ility‘ tb 'raisé

g

Basis of preparation and Jegal framework .

The. c:harfrw's annual report and accolnits ftar theyear erided 31. Au,gusfﬂﬁz:L have been. preparedi i
accaréianqa with the Eharities Act 2011 and-the: Chariﬂes - Statementiot Bei:ommended Pragtice 2015 -
as\appllcab e ta the Financig) Repm‘flng Standard. (FRSI 102

Full Name of Charity: St Jahi's Methodist Shurch Potters Bar
Régisteation Gharitv Number 1130633

Dateaf registration; 25 July 2009

Malh gommunication. address 67 Baker Stréet Potters BaarrENﬁ REH

The miembiers ofitie St John's Methodist Chisrch; Chiiveh Gounzi afﬁﬂie‘fih,aritvi*'ﬁrﬂ'Steé‘,ﬁiné ‘
neimbirship is sebout below. | C |

£ircuit’ Ministiers

Rev Rosemary. Fletctiar

Rev Allson Facey (res"igned 31*Octaber 2021
'REVAnﬂrEW Prout

Chiureh Stewirds

Robin'Burhy

- Christophier Hurmphreys: resigned (?L“May 2021)
Myird Slpper

Dave Bast

‘Helan Jackells

Chuthreasurer
RobertWard: -

‘Other members of the Chvrch Countil
Peter Barlow.
David Carter
Roger Crogghton
Patricia Griffith.
Vaierie Vessey.
JaHutton
Kathryn Krause
StepheiKrajse
David Bowler
Steve Matthews



- Dawn Fenner
John Sloper
Helen Barlow
VatParker: _
- Maggie Day {appointed 1% May 2023).
Bavid Rhodes (appaintad 1% May'2021)
- Graham Phillips {appointed 1% May 2021}
Loise Bourton (appoirited 1% Noverriber 2021)

Church Tréasurer Rubert Ward atted as the pnncipal officer overseelng the: day—ta-dav fifancial:
‘management and sceounting for the Church duing the yeat,

tndependent examiner: NewrvanMoftis; Charterett Accountants; London Golney Herts AL 1HA

Bankers: Central Finance Board of tha Methndlst Chureh -
TrusteeS for Methodist Church Pu rpbses
“CAF Bank itd

Aimsand prganisart:nn

Chatftv nbiétﬁtive iﬁtﬂ worktogetheras a locai Mezhodlﬁ Ghumh to live put-the Christin faith and
ghare ?thf: good: news of Jesus Christ in o cormirriuritty,

"The purposes: of the Methodist Chireh are arid shall be deemed to have been sirice the: Date of o
-Unipivthe advancementof:

a)y The Christlan faith In acml‘dance With the doctrinal staridards: Elnd discipline of The Méthodist
Churchy;

byAny charitable; puﬁpa,sefar the time being of any. ‘Connexional, District, Cireuit, local or-other
organisation of The Methadist Church;

c)-Any charitable. fufpose for the time beirig of any sotlety of Institution subs:diaw o anmllar\] 1o
* TheiMethodist Cigrch;

-8) Ay purpose for the: ttme helng of atiy charty being a: chanty:.uhsidiary orancillaryto The
Methddist Church

Worshippig God through prayer, songand other acts ofwwhiﬁ.

"The urgan Tsation and- resourclng of regu‘tar public acts of warstilp.open tofheimbers of the.church
and non membarsahke.

The teachingof ChrIStlan!ty through sermons, courses and small groups.

The résourcing of nastaral work intludinig visiting the slck and: bereaved

Taking religious assemblies inlocal schools.
 Promotion-of Christiadity through the staging of events:and services. -

Provision of chaplaincy $ervices tothé local university ahd-other institutions.



Public Benefit
we confirm the trustess have had regard to the Charity Commission’ s guidance on- piubhc beriefit.,

| Structure; Govarnanice and Management

| -(1975)

Detélléd gqvamam:e ar{angements are: uurﬁhed within'thie Constitutional Practice and Pistipfine of‘ "
the Merhodisf, Churth By order: oftbe annudlconference: (CPDL

Day to daygnanagament ofthe: Church is undertaken iby the Churchi Leadership team along with the-' |
Mtniste: ‘The trustees are-appointed by the Annyal Ehurch: Meeﬂng

Trustée Trallng

A rarige 6f guidanice: groduced. by Met‘hodlst Connexion o suppartthe effectiva running of the
czhuﬂ:h specrﬂcaliy the leaflet “The Role-ofa Trustee in The Meﬂmdist Church' s giveh: toal); niew
Cifeult fveeting memberx uginduction totheir o)e 85 trustags:

From: ﬂrneitouﬂme manibers of the Churchi Councll as managthgtrustees attarid specifictraining.
courses rurt b\_.r the Circyit.

Related Pa rttesf :

The Church i part: bfthe 5t Albans Welwyn Clréutt and the Beds; Herts and Essex Distﬁctand isalso
- accpuntable tothe Mathod?st fﬁonference

. RiskManagsment.

The major:fl?.ks hau,e been Idamiﬂed and remrded by:the- c:hurch Finanue and Pmperty committee:
Therais a regularannual feview process urndertaken andurecqrded

incomeé and Expenditure lsbelng mohitored in totat and is c,ornpared with the approved annual:
budget on @ half’ yearly biasis to detact trends as part o’ﬁthe Fsk: managemantprocess toavold
unforesaen calls on resen!es

safeguarding

Every: persan Has avalae arid: dlgnlty which: comes directly fmm the: creatlan of mate ard famale In
God's 6w ifnage and likeness. Chﬂsﬂans sewthis potentialas fulfilled: by God's re-creation of tsin
Christ: Among othier things this implies duty tovalue all peaple as biearing the image of God and
therefore to protect them from harm. Mathodist Gorinex}onal practice outlinies tommitment to the
foilowing principless

R The ‘care.and nurture of and respectful pastaral mlrimtry with, 3l cHildren, young: people and:
adults .

« The safegudiding and-protaction of 4l :’:hllg:lreﬁ,'vouri&pér.:iﬁleand adults'wtieﬁ"thév.arg'.vulnerablé.



* The Safegbardfn'g and profection of ali children; young people and adults when theyare vulnerable

*The: establlﬁhing of safe, caring communities which pmvlde A’ Iovrng envirohment where there is
infofined vigllance as to'thé dangers of abuse,

« el carefully selectand train 4l hose with any -réqujﬁéibﬂltygwlfﬁm the:Ghurch, inline with-
“Safer Recruitiment pringiples, including the use of criminal records disclosures and registration with
the relevant vetting and biaming sthemes,

» We will respond without delay fa every-comglaint made which suggests that ap-adult, thild ar
yourig persan rnayhas.re been hariied, cobperating with the police and logal duthiority In apy,
-Invesﬂgathh

+ We will seek to-work with anyone-who hassuffel'ed abuséy ﬂeueldplng with them snappropriate
Jintstry of informeti pastoral care,

»Wea will;seek-to‘thaﬂenge any abuse of power; especially by.anyone in § pasttion of trust.

W' wiIl seektd offer pastoral care and suppnrt, mcluding supervision and referral to the pmper
authaﬂﬂes ta any membet of aur church cemmiiriity knownto havé offended:against & child, yaurig
. ﬁérsan orwlnetab!e aﬂult:

*(nall rhesa pnnqiples we will follow legislation; guidance: and recognised good practice, Stiohn's
Methoﬁlst Church comnifts tself 1o enstiring the :mpleméntatlon of Connexional Safeguarding.
‘Policy} government legislation, gutdance.and safe practice in the circait arid In tha churches, $
Johnts Methiodist Church commits itself ta the provision.of support; atlvice and trainmg forilay and
ordained péople that will ensure people are tlear arid cotifidertt about their roles and: respansibtlttues
in safeguarding and: pmmoting the welkare of Childréﬁ ang adults whis iy he vulnerable.

- TheTrustees’ ‘ram?ﬂ#aﬁdihefna_nciat'sf.catéments were approved by the Chufeh Cotingll on 27 June
2022, | '

RobertWard
Chureh Treasurér



5t John's Meﬂiddls{-‘ChufchfPouém Bar ' 34908

Statemant of Financial Activltles (SOFA) for the yeat anded M August: 2021

'Réstrictag
Notos to Deslgniated Other Eund TOTAL Total prior

: the - GeneralFund  Finds  (Restricted  Nursery ~ year2020- year 2049-

C acmm (muwhjcmﬂ] Imnmmlmd) Fundy ‘Praygroifi ‘2021 2020

- £ £ 3 _ g
income N
1 ‘Offeriigs éﬂﬁﬂa :
2 Bonatons 6,182
s on aid - 1,004

Ilnlarnst arid invastmant income: 1,718

5 ‘Nuresy. playgroug Fass 262,608
B lntﬁl'ﬂtl’ efjanisationd 1,701
7 Othar hamabla Inooma 1545
8 Total Higome _ 354,072
‘Expenditure
& Circuit aasassment of dhare 5,400
10'Grants.and donations 3,881
11 Propeity. mélnteriance 28,608
12 Insurance;tikties etc 18,023
13 Numsry Flaygroup staff costs. 228,401
14 Officé expensas. 6,878
156 Otivar expenditive: 151
6 Irnterral ajganisaﬁuna 1,246

Tokal ‘ 381,208
18 Gainsl(loasas) ‘o Invastriant properties i0
20 Nét: lnconunexpmmm} ' 30,238
21 Transfers hetwaon Rinds. 0
‘22 Ofher ga]nsl(lussas) 0
23 Nt mé%mant i fiinds: ‘30,238
'2+Totalfunds brought forward: T2 T2 8IS
45 Total fundscarrl‘a:l forward. 2 BE3.07)




Bt John's Msthiodidt Church Potters Bar S 341305
Balance Shest as at ;;"3_1;Aug_zust ZQ;ZJ‘_I.-
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Stiohw’s Methodist Church Potters Bar

‘Notes to the Accoutits for year to31 August 2021

3Basts of accounting

The ﬂnancjal staterenits have been: prepared underthe Charities Act 201%iin accprdance: withthe
2014 version of Atcounting and Repﬂt‘ting by EharltIES‘ Statemgnt ‘of Recomimended Practlce (SORP)
applicable to char?tlas‘ preparing their accouritsin accordancfe with FR5102.~ the Charities SORP-
{FR$102) and taking note of the Update Bulletin, |ssued i zofs

ZGolng concern
The Trustaes have assessed whethar thii g of thegmng concern basigis apprcpﬂate and have:

‘considered possible évents o condiions that might cast doilyt oo the -aHility of the Chureh to-

continge asd. Eolng concern, As explained n’ the Trustees Annysl Report, since the year end the
global pandemic and spread of COVID-19has: severely impacted many ecohoniles throughout the
world: The Trustees have:; assessed theimpact Cavtd—lg tndy Have an.the Church's forecast and:
projectians and have. made thils assessment fora peﬁo& of.atleast ofie yearfrom the date of
approving thesefihancial staterments. The: trustees have, mncludéd thatithe Church has sufficient,

‘résources to continueIn operationa) existence for the fofeseeabie future andiconsequently itis

apprapriate to confihue to adopt the goihg toncetti basis in praparing its inancial stataments;

3 Funds

The: funds held mnstimtethe fallowing General Funds held erany purpese of the Church which:are
Unr&stnctéd Restrictedrfunds which are hald fora narrower puirpose; Thera are no Endowmment

-funds. Ditails of sach material furid are &isclosed in‘the finalriote to these accolints. Any-funts may
‘berepresentsd b‘{ more fhan just CBSh, '

A Acsotmﬂng poticles:
"Basls.

These acéounts have been prapared on'tha basis of historical cost, except that: lnvestmentsam

-shown at theit market value atthe end ofithe.year, on the accruals basis to show & true and ﬁair view

of the Church's ﬂﬁanciai position and activities,

mm‘miﬁg Recorrees

to the resources, and the ‘trustees are reasona bly certam th By WIII feceive the resources" and the
‘mpnetary valuecan: be l‘neasured with sufficient reliabllity

Resources Expended

- Thigis. recognised whena liabllrty Is‘incurred, or a:constructive obligation arises, thit results in the
“payment bamg unavoldable, Liabllities are recognised.as soon asan outflow of economiic benefitis
‘ cnnsidered more fikely than not underithe. legal or consuctive Ubllgatlun uumnmtlng the Chureh 1

pay out: resqurGES



Grants and donations

Donations mada by tﬁe Church from its OWn funds dre recognised 1n full at the tme of agreement ot

VAT -
Since-thie Church'is not VAT registered, all Input VAT I3 tharged with the expénses to which it refers,
Investiments. |

In:January 2017 £75,000 from the Playgroup Fund ias invasted fna Cﬂcparate Bond: wﬁh the Ceptral
' Finance Boan:] uf the Memodist Church via the 'I‘rus*tees for, Méthpdfst Ghurch Purpbses Dividentis

'thg bcmd at ;he ye‘ar—end isshown §eparately o the SOFA as a gam or Ioss ﬂn maﬁetanr
: mv&stm;ents

- Débtors-and Prepayments

E Debtofs lnclude Gift Aid applicable to the latter part of the financial year recelvable from HMRC
_Prepavmen‘tsmclude amounts paidiin: ad\:an,ce for insurance, other servicesand the Cil"CUlt
assessmEHt

'cr&'ditars

‘Creditars include, PAYE taxdue torHMRc for salaties paid i August 20721, rent payablé fqr the
Nursery; Playgraup premises dt Oakiers School and professional fees inourred biit gt bllled
5 Paymént toTrustees

There were. na paymeyits: made totrustees for addttmnal serﬁces ‘provitded ta the Church, Thnsalsn
applies 1o the prav:uus year,

6 Analysls of incomie and Expenditure

[Othef Gharitablencome [ 2021% [2020% |

.|ettnngs — ' _|B053 | 11615 |

jJumpngnﬁns' toddlers | 0] 1bde
| Feesfor wedd ngsandfunerais ,&19 1 . 1j075.
| Copyingcharges | 48 | 642
[:Fundiralsing . *‘f”‘*;jf?ﬁ' 1 eE
{sumdry 1 38 | 369]
|-Total: General Furmr |88 [15445
Experiditure

[ Property maintenance. | 2020. | 2020€
_Repairsand meaifitenance | 3,533 | 4,363
nt a3z [T 18sr
Froper‘tvlm;pmven‘lent, | 01 769%
¢ar park-ve surfacing . : .




‘Cleaning matéial

793 | 2,068

{Statatory inspections |

254 | 3128

“Cleaners’ sajaties

_ | Bk12 .

8734 |

Total: General Fund

, 1362#& 2'_7,‘53'6)

‘Nursery Playaroup

2733

b6z

| Total _

16357

28598 .

7. Feesforindépendent examination of the agtounts

The independent exarlnation of theaccounts has been carried out by Newman Moryls, a firm of
iChal rtere.d Accountants based in: l.ondon Colnev The fee cha;ged WHS ﬂ,mn incluslve of VA“ITF(iDZD

ﬁQ&O) No fees. have kigen pa:d tﬁr this rﬁnm torany ather servicesiduring this vear, (2020 hil).

The Church emﬁloys two tleaners whi. are: pald, frem the Generai Fund ‘The aVErage numbenaf staff
emplaved by the: Playgmuplin the vear was 20 who waré paqd from the Nursenrplaygmup restrlcted'

B Pald ampiovees

fund (NPG). (2020;20). -

:_S.taﬁ"toﬁtspa_id i.nir_qspgg;tgﬁ the year

' GfDS$$ajaraes,ma5_sana Natlci’na] '"Sﬁfﬂnce .

-unmsmcited

Emp!oyer’sfpr.-hslon costs

‘af 315t August 2021,

10; Anatysis of funds 2020 42'02-;-; |

9, Capital commitinents and r:’bhtinsént'liébﬂitlés

Y 31511 August 2021 there-weré no: capitél commrfments No contingent liabilities were identified as

"Fand name

jlonen!ng

Balance £ |

| 1| Resdiivoes |
i

LE

m;smiﬁgf"

Ty

B‘PEHdeii

"Unrealised

sainis_&s '

Transters.

~ |iBalance £ |

General: |
._unrestilcted |

S|

*’13-555'1_2

(1{}0}83[})\' " —

- 14'?44 .

98,952 |

Deslgnateﬂ.
Chuirch
Hﬂildmﬂ

2,209,767 |

2:299957‘

Jégackes:

nesianated 4

7,457 |

BTN

.67

‘Nursery |

‘Restricted: |

playgroup |

FREVT 7 I

|

ST

“(i474a)

124063 |

|. Restricted: |

578]

R

i




| orgamsaﬁuns ’ | :
| Restrictedr|  206| 7508 0 o[ o] 7]

| legatles| 0 DR R N ES D
| Totals [2522,833 | 374713 | (358753)| - (848)| 02,537,952

During the year the fnllnwmg pawnent wasade 16 the St Albans Welwyn Circult a5 a:ontribytion
towards the rernuneration and accommodation costs: of the Girédjt's stipendiary ministars anda
- contribution towards the cost of the woﬂc of the: Methadist Church ‘tegionally and natlonally

St Albans Wetwyn €ireuit - £65,400° 65,400

124or infonnation nnly.tmon&y re:eivad and passmtl antaexternal organisatlons,

o aozo/ 2019/
R :,;zeza‘aozu

_Balance bro_'ght‘i‘om'a'idffom lastygar  § 2 (211)
5 foehngs/gifts received for extérnal prganisations., ’7,530 53]
| Dfferings /gifts passed’ toﬁﬂternalomamsatipns 17424 I(5157) |

*Bajanﬁemmedfarwar& q08 1 20




Name of Church St John 8 Mathodnst Church POtters Bar
v SR STTICpapeS No: 341305

{D,e“cla-ratiansfand? Scrutiny

|- confirm that these ammal&based accounts forithe yearto 31 August 2020 have been prepared
from the records: of the Church and that: they iinclude: aII funds under the control of the Church,
trustess..

Sigl'latUTB OftreaSﬂrer R LA L R P RS P P I PR P P RS ViR bR

4.4; (AT RT R

Lagpmmmgyianagan Date ‘24“‘ Junezﬂzz

Name and ""adclrESs'ésf’ﬂ‘e!a'surér RabertWard

iSt Jﬂhn s Meihod‘st bhut-ch Ba.k&l‘*Street Po’tte‘rsv Bar rFEadia
T s et e wecerimseeesreon:POSE COdO ENG 2DZ v

Presentation to the Chiurch trustees.

1 confitm that 1he annual reportand goeourits forthe year ended 31 August 2021 werewill ba*
preserited to the meeting of the Bhurch trustess:held on 27t dune 2022. ..

Sigﬂat{.ll’eﬁf»theChaif‘ﬂfthﬂmeeﬂﬂg g ae g}_‘-n Taenidd e A

R R N LR SR AR L L AL L LA L L R LU e TR LY ]

Namef Offh& Chaif‘ Of the meatmg o, .ReVAndreWPYOUt CrvieRirEe i Date JUme
2022‘ \‘ LR K] ! ‘ “4.- g - . . o .

Independent Examiner's Report to the Trustees of the:.
8t John's Methodist Church Potters Bar |

‘Charity Number 1130633

‘Responsibilities and basis of report

| reportto the trustees onny: examination ef the accounts of the St John's Methodist Church
Potters Bar for the yearended 31 August 2021 set out en pages 1 10.8. Asthe Church's
trustees, you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with the
=requ1remants af the' Ghaﬁtlaa Act 2011 (the Act).

1 repart in: respact of my examination. of the Church s:accounts carried out under section 145.0f the
Actand; in carrying ot my examination, 1 have followed all the-applicable Direcfions giver: by the
Charity Commission under section 145(5)(b) of the Act.



* delete or Gircle as appropriate

‘Name of Chuteh.......StJdohn’s: Méthodlst Ghurch l"o‘tterS!Bar
.oiq_i-.-._-n-;-l-ngq.i::_-g'_---gd_.lgylapg.! armthp ey A% \. PEEANE LAR EE RN AL ] NO Fx) ?341305 o *..'\-i'“

Independent Examiner's Statemant

: [The Church's gross income exceeded: £250 000 and | am qualified to undertake the: exammation
by being & quilified member-of, THE INBTITOTE ©F CrARTERED ALCoonNTANTS

* 1 have completed my- examinatiqn T-confirm that fo material matters have cometo my: attenben' i
‘connection with the. examina’ﬂon (other than that disclosed below ) which give me caiise to believe
that in, any material respect

s the acoourtitg records were not kept Tn-accordatice with Sectltm 13(3 of the Actyor

» the accountsdo ot accord with the: acccunting records;or . o

« the accaunts donot.comply with the applicable: rfeqwrements concemmg the form: and content
of accounts setout in the Charities (Accounts ard Reports) Reguia’ucns 2008 other than any:
requirement that the accounts: dive a “Yryeand faly view, whichis Aot3 atter. cgnsﬂerad as
-part.of anindependerit examination |

+ the trustaes' annual ‘repart is niot congistent WIth fhe accounts

- whave no-concems and have come aerass no-other matters in connection with the examinationto
which attention should be drawnin this reportin order to enable a proper understanding of ihe.
accounts to >be reched,

[ 'have/have net* cbtained. mdependent vaﬁﬁcatuoh of all investments with the Trustees for
Methodist Church Purptmss orheld in- other trusts, bank balances: and funds atthe Central

' Finance Boart of the Methodist Churchiwhich are. individually ih.excess 6f£10,000 {ten thousand
- pounds)-atthe balance sheet date.

Signature of mdependentexamlnEr B, T B e SRS rereih e s neern
Nare Gf independent examiner &H&!ﬁTOPﬂ% ﬂLYH MO‘Z@"*‘ ST
Relevant professional qualrﬁcatuon of inclependent examinef ﬁH“l‘TQED AC@G"T‘*“T

Name ofﬁrm (where:appropriate) /VEWMAN... MOQP“@ RATED
Address Wﬁ?auggm Ho9eE. 272 o?,25 Hi _54-1 5-rﬂee-r Amm.;
LokngY, . HECTR. e . Post Code AL& JHA.
Date JS/Obfabo?&
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St John’s Methodist Church Potters Bar.
Annual report of the trustees for the year to 31 August 2020
Introduction

We are governed according to the “Constitutional Practice and Discipline of the Methodist Church”.
The Church is located in Potters Bar and within the Methodist Church in the UK we belong to the St
Albans & Welwyn Circuit, which is in turn part of the Bedfordshire, Essex and Hertfordshire District.

Our Governing body is the Church Council which meets at least three times per year. There are
committees of this Council which oversee matters such as Property and Finance, Pastoral, Outreach,
Communications and the Nursery Playgroup.

Aims and objectives

The Church serves people from both Potters Bar and its surrounding villages. It aims to work
together to live out the Christian faith and share the good news of Jesus Christ in the local
community.

Review of Church activities for the year to 31% August 2020

Up until the Covid-19 lockdown in March 2020 the church family met every Sunday for worship.
There was a monthly, creative church Sunday where families could explore the Christian faith using
various craft activities before joining the rest of the congregation for worship. There was a manthly
service of Holy Communion and regular parade services for the Scout Group, which meets an the
Church premises. The monthly Sunday evening mare informal Cafe Worship has been greatly
appreciated by both members and visitors. There were regular Bible study and house groups and a
mid-week service of Holy Communion was held each month.

Qutreach and community activities included a parent and toddler group - Jumping Johns, Junior
Youth Club, Women'’s Guild, Women’s Connect (a fellowship group for women of all ages) and Men
QOut Tonight (a men’s fellowship group).

Sadly due to Covid-19 regulations the Church was closed from March until the last week in July 2020,
which meant we had to put many of our activities on hold. Some groups like Women’s Connect,
Men out Tonight and the Friday Bible Study Group managed to meet regularly online. During this
time our pastoral system also made sure that our members and adherents, particularly the elderly,
didn’t feel lonely and isolated. Up until the end of July everyone received by email or by hand a
weekly newsletter and a copy of a weekly service. From Easter onwards an online version of the
weekly service has been available on the church’s website. Those who were unable to get to church
still received a copy of the weekly service. Since we are not allowed to hold informal fellowship after
Sunday services under Covid -19 regulations we have continued to host an after service coffee ‘catch
up’ via Zoom.

From Sunday 26" July 2020 the Church re-opened for weekly Sunday worship. We have observed all
the health and safety guidelines and with social distancing we can fit 70 people in to church.



Future plans

Future plans are to some extent constrained by the restrictions place upon public gatherings by
Covid-19 regulations. The Church Council has been keen to resume worship and other activities
where possible within the rules set out by the Government and after very careful planning and risk
assessments. For example for our Harvest Festival on 4™ October 2020 the Church was full with 69
people attending,

The premises have been let out to community and other groups for a variety of purposes including a
ballet school and a slimming club. Some of these activities have been able to resume after initial
Covid restrictions.

The Outreach Committee has been reconstituted to focus more clearly on new opportunities for
reaching out to the wider community.

Finally the Church members are extremely grateful to the Circuit Superintendent Minister, Rev
Rosemary Fletcher, for her help and support during the year,

Church membership

The Church membership at 31st August 2020 was 102. At 1% September 2019 there were 106
members and during the year 1 new member joined, 3 members died and 2 members resigned or
transferred their membership as a result of relocation. In addition at 31 August 2020 there were 49
on our community roll, a net reduction of 4 over the year.

Nursery Playgroup

The Church runs a Nursery Playgroup (‘NPG’) for children from two to four years; this is operated
from two settings, at Oakmere School in Potters Bar and the Church’s own premises in Baker Street.

The NPG is registered with OFSTED. It has a separate management board which oversees its day to
day management in conjunction with the setting manager and her team. This board includes
members of the Church Council to whom it reports and has overall responsibility. The objectives of
the NPG are to serve the local communities in which the two settings are located and to cover its
costs. Both settings are inspected by OFSTED and during the latest inspections, in 2018, one setting
received an ‘Outstanding’ rating and the other a ‘Good’ rating.

Both settings had to close during the lackdown from March 2020 but reopened in June 2020 after
carrying out the necessary risk assessments and ensuring compliance the Government Covid
regulations.

Brief financial review of the year

The Church has two main funds. The General or unrestricted fund which maintains the Church’s
fabric and contributes to the cost of Circuit ministry and other Circuit, District and Connexional
(National Methodist Church) work. The main restricted fund is the Nursery Playgroup.



General Fund
Income

The main source of income for the General Fund is the Sunday collections and related Gift Aid
recoverable from HMRC. The second major source is lettings income from use of the premises by
external organisations.

lncome from regular giving declined by £4,200, a reduction of about 7%, compared with the
previous year reflecting a small reduction in membership and the closure of the Church for severai
months because of the lockdown. In addition the Church received several one off donations from
members and friends.

Lettings income for the year fell by £6,751 as no lettings could take place from March 2020 due to
the natianal lockdown. External lettings did not resume until September 2020.

Expenditure

The major expenditure of the Church’s General Fund is the assessment paid to the St Albans &
Welwyn Circuit. The total was £65,400 and was the same as in the previous year. This assessment is
the Church’s contribution to the remuneration and accommodation costs of the Circuit’s stipendiary
ministers and our contribution towards the costs of the work of the Methodist Church regionally and
nationally.

The car park was resurfaced at a cost of £7,696; the poor condition of its surface was reported on in
the quinguennial inspection of the premises in 2019.The resurfacing has also addressed a safety
concern about the poor condition of the old surface as well as improving the appearance of the area.

Other property repair costs were lower in 2020 mainly as a result of lower routine repair costs for
the flat roof.

Overall the general fund incurred a loss for the year of £6,099, compared to a surplus of £6,490 in
2019. However, this loss was after taking into account the cost of resurfacing of the car park,
referred to above, which was £7,696.

Nursery Playgroup

The Nursery Playgroup had a fairly satisfactory year financially considering the period of closure as a
result of the Covid pandemic. Total income was £252,000, down 4%, with staff costs of £228,000,
only marginally up on the previous year. After taking into account other costs, which were lower in
2020, it incurred a small operating loss of £221 before unrealised gains on investments were taken
into account compared ta a surplus of £4,000 in the previous year.

We were fortunate that Hertfordshire County Council, who fund over 80% of the hours pupils spend
at the two settings, maintained funding at pre ockdown levels throughout the financial year.



Fund balances

As at 31* August 2020 the net current assets of the Church General Fund were £101,526 giving aver
10 months cover for expenditure, The trustees are building up additional reserves in the general
fund beyond the level needed to comply with the reserves policy set out below; this is to enable
the replacement, in due course, of old single glazed windows in the Church which are beyond repair.

Unrestricted funds Current Prior year
year £ £
General Fund 101,526 107,625
Designated funds
Church buildings 2,299,767 | 2,299,767
Unrestricted legacies 7,257 7,527
Resiricted funds
Internal organisations 578 1,126
Nursery Playgroup 113,497 112,764
Legacies 208 206
Total funds 2,522,833 | 2,529,015
Reserves

The Reserves Policy for the Church is to hold in excess of 6 months’ average expenditure. This should
be sufficient to meet any unforeseen items of major expenditure on the Church buildings and / or to
be able to continue, in the short term, funding planned activities in the event of any inability to raise
sufficient funds to discharge running costs including the Annual Assessment payable to the Circuit.

Basis of preparation and legal frameweork

The Charity’s annual report and accounts for the year ended 31 August 2019 have been prepared in
accordance with the Charities Act 2011 and the Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice 2015
as applicable to the Financial Reporting Standard(FRS) 102

Full Name of Charity: St John's Methodist Church Potters Bar
Registration Charity Number: 1130633

Date of registration: 21%July 2009

Main communication address: 67 Baker Street Potters Bar EN6 2EX

The members of the St John’s Methedist Church, Church Council are the Charity Trustees. The
membership is set out below.

Circuit Ministers

Rev Rosemary Fletcher
Rev Alison Facey

Rev Andrew Prout



Church Stewards

Rohin Burns

Christopher Humphreys

Myra Sloper

Gill Hutley (resigned January 2020)
Dave Best

Helen Jeckells {appointed May 2020)

Church Treasurer
Robert Ward

Other members of the Church Council
Peter Barlow

David Carter

Roger Croughton

Patricia Griffith

Valerie Vessey

Jo Hutton

Kathryn Krause

Stephen Krause

David Bowler

Steve Matthews

bawn Fenner

John Sloper

Helen Barlow

Val Parker (appointed 15" September 2020)

Church Treasurer: Robert Ward acted as the principal officer overseeing the day to day financial
management and accounting for the Church during the year.

Independent examiner: Newman Morris, Chartered Accountants, London Colney Herts ALZ 1HA

Bankers: Central Finance Board of the Methedist Church
Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes
CAF Bank ltd

Aims and organisation

Charity objective is to work together as a local Methodist Church to live out the Christin faith and
share the good news of Jesus Christ in our community.

"The purposes of the Methodist Church are and shall be deemed to have been since the Date of
Union the advancement of:

a) The Christian faith in accordance with the doctrinal standards and discipline of The Methodist
Church;

b} Any charitable purpose for the time being of any Connexional, District, Circuit, local or other
organisation of The Methodist Church;



c) Any charitable purpose for the time being of any society or institution subsidiary or ancillary to
The Methodist Church;

d) Any purpose for the time being of any charity being a charity subsidiary or ancillary to The
Methodist Church

Waorshipping God through prayer, song and other acts of worship.

"The organisation and resourcing of regular public acts of worship open to members of the church
and non members alike.

The teaching of Christianity through sermons, courses and small groups.

The resourcing of pastoral work including visiting the sick and bereaved.

Taking religious assemblies in local schools.

Promotion of Christianity through the staging of events and services.

Provision of chaplaincy services to the local university and other institutions.

Public Benefit

We confirm the trustees have had regard to the Charity Commission’s guidance on public benefit.
Structure, Governance and Management

"The governing document for the Church is the Deed of Union (1932) and Methodist Church Act
(1976)

Detailed governance arrangements are outlined within the Constitutional Practice and Discipline of
the Methodist Church by order of the annual conference (CPD).

Day to day management of the Church is undertaken by the Church Leadership team along with the
Minister. The trustees are appointed by the Annual Church Meeting.

Trustee Training

A range of guidance produced by Methodist Connexion to support the effective running of the
Church, specifically the leaflet ‘The Role of a Trustee in The Methodist Church’ is given to all new
Circuit meeting members as induction to their role as trustees,

From time to time members of the Church Council, as managing trustees, attend specific training
courses run by the Circuit.

Related Parties

The Church is part of the St Albans Welwyn Circuit and the Beds, Herts and Essex District and is also
accountable to the Methodist Conference.

Risk Management

The major risks have been identified and recorded by the Church Finance and Property Committee,
There is a regular annual review process undertaken and recorded.



Income and Expenditure is being monitored in total and is compared with the approved annual
budget on a half yearly basis to detect trends as part of the risk management process to avoid
unforeseen calls on reserves.

Safeguarding

Every person has a value and dignity which comes directly from the creation of male and female in
God's own image and fikeness. Christians see this potential as fulfilled by God’s re-creation of us in
Christ. Among other things this implies a duty to value all people as bearing the image of God and
therefore to protect them from harm. Methodist Connexional practice outkines commitment to the
following principles:

» The care and nurture of, and respectful pastoral ministry with, all children, young people and
aduilts

= The safeguarding and protection of all children, young people and adults when they are vulnerable

s The establishing of safe, caring communities which provide a loving environment where there is
informed vigilance as to the dangers of abuse.

o We will carefully select and train all those with any responsibility within the Church, in line with
safer Recruitment principles, including the use of criminal records disciosures and registration with
the relevant vetting and barring schemes.

» We will respond without delay to every complaint made which suggests that an adult, child or
young person may have been harmed, cooperating with the police and local authority in any
investigation.

« We will seek to work with anyone who has suffered abuse, developing with them an appropriate
ministry of informed pastoral care.

« We will seek to challenge any abuse of power, especially by anyone in a position of trust.

o We will seek to offer pastoral care and support, including supervision and referral to the proper
authorities, to any member of our church community known to have offended against a child, young
person or vuinerable adult.

» In all these principles we will follow legislation, guidance and recognised good practice. St John's
Methodist Church commits itself to ensuring the implementation of Connexional Safeguarding
Policy; government legislation, guidance and safe practice in the circuitand in the churches. St
John’s Methodist Church commits itself to the provision of support, advice and training for lay and
ordained people that will ensure people are clear and confident about their roles and responsibilities
in safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and adults who may be vulnerable.

The Trustees’ report and the financial statements were?fro ved by the ?%ch Council on 22"
February 2021% 7 é/ 4 k /Unz*,\ A

. AT L
Rev Alison Facey U‘}V‘/ Robert Ward

Minister Church Treasurer



Statement of Financial Activities (SOFA) for the year ended 31 August 2020

Notes to

Income
Offerings
Daonations
Gift aid
Interest and investment income
. Nursery Playgroup Fees
Internal organisations

7 Cther charitable income
8§ Total income

Expenditure

9 Circuit assessment or share

10 Grants and donations

11 Property maintenance

12 Insurance,utilities etc

13 Nursery Playgroup staff cosis

14 Office expenses

15 Other expenditure

16 Internal organisations

17 Total charitable expenditure

18 Gains/(losses) on monetary investments
19 Gains/{losses) on investment properties
20 Net incomel{expenditure)

21 Transfers between funds

22 Other gains/(losses)

23 Net movement In funds

24 Total funds brought forward

25 Total funds carried forward

o> B4 R -GS B N R

Restricted
Designated Other Fund
General Fund Funds Restricted  Nursery Total Prior Year
accounts (Unrestricted) (unrestricted) Funds Playgroup  2019-20 2018-18

£ £ £ £ £ £
57,809 57,809 62009
6,162 6,162 7790
18,634 18,634 13359
588 62 2 1,063 1,715 2,240
252,606 252,606 261533
1,701 1,701 3591
15,445 15,445 24796
98,638 62 1,703 253,669 354,072 375,318
65,400 65,400 65400
3,951 3,951 3429
27,536 1,062 28,598 24578
14,165 868 15,023 16896
228,271 228,271 227797
3,487 235 2,256 5,978 4537
2,912 50 9,779 12,741 18010
1,248 1,246 3233
117,441 285 1,246 242,236 361,208 364,880
954 954 4503
0 0
18,803 -223 457 12,387 6,182 14941
12,704 - 47 - 1,003 - 11,654 0 0
0 0
-6,099 -270 -546 733 -6,182 14941
107,625 2,307,294 1,332 112,764 2,529,015 2514074
101,526 2,307,024 786 113,497 2,522,833 2529015




St John's Methodist Church Potters Bar

Balance Sheet as at 31 August 2020

341305

General Fund | Designated Restricted Restricted | Totels 2020 | Toials 2019
(Unrestricted) Funds Funds funds
{Unrestricted) Nursery
Motes to the Plavaroup
Accounts £ £ £ £ £ £
Fixed Assets
Church building and other property 2,299,767 2,299.767| 2,200,767
Investment properties 0
Investments 0
Total fixed asseis 0 2,299,767 0 0 2,299,767 2,299,767
Current Asseis
Debtors and prepayments 12,623 2,389 15,012 23,621
0
Investments with TMCP 7,256 208 84,073 91,538 89,621
Central Finance Board Deposits 82,395 19,062 101,457 106,599
Cash at Bank and in hand 7,282 579 12,413 20,274 21,724
Total current assets 102,300 7,256 788 117,937 228,281 241,565
Current liabilities
Creditors (due in under 1 year) 774 4444 5215 12,318
Grants payable within 2018-19 0
Total current liabilities T2 1] 0 4,444 5,215 12,318
Net current assets/iabilities 101,529 7,256 788 113,493 223,086 229,247
Total asseis less current liabilities 101,529 2,307,023} 788 113,493] 2,522,833 2,529,014/
Long term liabilities |
(due after more than one year) !
Grants payable after 2018-19 0
Loans to the Church 0
0
Met asssts 101,529 2,307,023 788 113,493] 2,522,833| 2,520,014
Funds of the Church
General Fund (Unrestricted) 101,529 101,529 2,407,397
Designated Funds (Unrestricted) | 2,307,023 2,307,023 7.526
Total Unrestricted Funds 2,408,552 2,414,923
Restricted Funds 788 788 2,731
Restricted Funds Nursery Playgroup 113,493 113,493 111,360
Total Funds 101,520] 2,307,023 788]  113,493]  2,522833] 2,529,014
Signed

/

A e .‘/(/f/',
Jibot et

s

Robert Ward Church Treasurer



St John's Methodist Church Potters Bar

Notes to the Accounts for year to 31 August 2020

1 Basis of accounting

The financial statements have been prepared under the Charities Act 2011 in accordance with the
2014 version of Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice (SORP)
applicable to charities preparing their accounts in accordance with FRS102 — the Charities SORP
(FR$102) and taking note of the Update Bulletin 1 issued in 2016,

2 Going concern

The Trustees have assessed whether the use of the going concern basis is appropriate and have
considered possible events or conditions that might cast doubt on the ability of the Church to
continue as a going concern. As explained in the Trustees Annual Report, since the year end the
global pandemic and spread of COVID-19 has severely impacted many economies throughout the
world. The Trustees have assessed the impact Covid-19 may have on the Church's forecast and
projections and have made this assessment for a period of at least one year from the date of
approving these financial statements. The trustees have concluded that the Church has sufficient
resources to continue in operational existence for the foreseeable future and consequently it is
appropriate to continue to adopt the going concern basis in preparing its financial statements.

3 Funds

The funds held constitute the following: General Funds held for any purpose of the Church which are
Unrestricted. Restricted funds which are held for a narrower purpose. There are no Endowment
funds. Details of each material fund are disclosed in the final note to these accounts. Any funds may
be represented by more than just cash.

4 Accounting policies
Basis

These accounts have been prepared on the basis of historical cost, except that investments are
shown at their market value at the end of the year, on the accruals basis to show a true and fair view
of the Church’s financial position and activities.

Incoming Resources

Income is included in the Statement of Financial Activities (SOFA) when the Church becomes entitled
to the resources, and the trustees are reasonably certain they will receive the resources; and the
monetary value can be measured with sufficient reliability.

Resources Expended

This is recognised when a liability is incurred, or a constructive obligation arises, that results in the
payment being unavoidable. Liahilities are recognised as soon as an outflow of economic benefit is
considered more likely than not under the legal or constructive obligation committing the Church to
pay out resources.



Grants and donations

Donations made by the Church from its own funds are recognised in full at the time of agreement or
when the Church accepts that there is a legal or operational obligation to make the payment.

VAT
Since the Church is not VAT registered, all input VAT is charged with the expenses to which it refers.
Investments

In January 2017 £75,000 from the Playgroup Fund was invested in a Corporate Bond with the Central
Finance Board of the Methadist Church via the Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes. Dividends
received in the year are credited to the SOFA and the unrealised gain or loss on the market value of
the bond at the year-end is shown separately on the SOFA as a gain or (085 on monetary
investments,

Debtors and Prepayments

Debtors include Gift Aid applicable to the latter part of the financial year receivable from HMRC and
a refund due from Hertfordshire County Councitin respect of an overpayment for goods supplied.

Prepayments include amounts paid in advance for insurance, other services and the Circuit
assessment.

Creditors

Creditors include, PAYE tax due to HMRC for salaries paid in August 2620, rent payable for the
Nursery Playgroup premises at Oakmere School and professional fees incurred but not billed.

5 Payment to Trustees

There were no payments made to trustees for additional services provided to the Church. This also
applies to the previous year.

6 Analysis of Income and Expenditure

Other Charitable Income 2020£ | 2019 £
lettings 11,615 | 18,366
Jumping John's - toddlers 1,646 | 2,556
Fees for weddings and funerals 1,075 685
Copying charges 642 | 1,160
Fund raising 28 542
Sundry 369 | 1,337
Total : General Fund 15,445 | 24,646
Nursery Playgroup fund- grants 0 150
Total 15,445 | 24,796
Expenditure

Property maintenance 2020£ | 2019 £
Repairs and maintenance 4,363 | 9,640




Equipment 1,551 | 2,904 |
Property Improvement, 7,696 0
car park re surfacing

Cleaning materials 2,069 | 1,935
Statutory inspections 3,123 | 1,734
Cleaners’ salaries 8,734 | 8,365
Total: General Fund 27,536 | 24,578
Nursery Playgroup 1062 0
Total 27598 | 24,578

7. Fees for independent examination of the accounts

The independent examination of the accounts has been carried out by Newman Morris, a firm of
Chartered Accountants based in London Colney. The fee charged was £960 inclusive of VAT (2019

£960).No fees have been paid to this firm for any other services during this year, (2019 nil).

8. Paid employees

The Church employs two cleaners who are paid from the General Fund. The average number of staff
employed by the Playgroup in the year was 20 who were paid from the Nursery Playgroup restricted

fund {(NPG). (2019, 20).

Staff costs paid in respect of the year

General Fund | NPGE£ | Total £
£
Gross salaries and wages and National Insurance 8,734 | 215,464 | 224,198
Employer’s pension costs 0 11,140 | 11,140
Total staff costs 8,734 | 226,604 | 235,338

9. Capital commitments and contingent liabilities

At 31st August 2020 there were no capital commitments. No contingent liabilities were identified as

at 31st August 2020.

10. Analysis of funds 2019 -2020

Fund name Opening | Incoming | Resources | Unrealised | Transfers | Closing
Balance £ gains & £ Balance £
Resources | Expended | losses
£ £
General: 107,625 08638 | (117,441) 12,704 101,526
unrestricted
Designated: | 2,299,767 0 0 0 0| 2,299,767
Church
buildings
Designated: 62 (12) 0 0 7,257
7,207
Unrestricted
legacies
Designated: 320 0 (273) 0 (47) 0




outreach
worker

Restricted:
Nursery
playgroup

112,765

253669

{242236)

954 | (11654)

113,497

Restricted:
internal
organisations

1,126

1,701

(1,246)

0 {1,003}

578

Restricted:
legacies

206

0

208

Totals

2,529,015

354072

(361208)

954 0

2,522,833

11. Related party transactions

During the year tha following payment was made to the St Albans Welwyn Circuit as a contribution
towards the remuneration and accommodation costs of the Circuit's stipendiary ministers and a

contribution towards the cost of the work of the Methodist Church regionally and nationally.

St Albans Welwyn Circuit

2020

£65,400

2019

£65,400

12 for information only: money received and passed onto external organisations.

2019/20 | 2018/19 £
Balance brought forward from last year {211) {157)
Offerings /gifts received for external organisations | 5370 11,867
Gfferings /gifts passed to external organisations {5157) (11,921)
Balance carried forward 2z {211}




Name of Church ...... St John's Methodist Church Potters Bar No...341305........

Declarations and Scrutiny

I confirm that these accruals-based accounts for the year to 31 August 2020 have been prepared
from the records of the Church and that they include all funds under the control of the Church

trustees. 7

el [l 17 Fwe 22
Signature of treasurer ........ *.'/./.../ﬁ.l ......... o L( ........................... Dateécwk )
Name and address of treasurer ...... Robert Ward C/o St John's Methodist Church Baker Street
Potters Bar EN6 Post Code...EN62DZ...............
Presentation to the Church trustees

| confirm that the annual report and accounts for the year ended 31 August 2020 were/wil-be*
presented to the meeting of the Church trustees held on 22" February 2021

Signature of the Chair of the meeting ...... \Q/ﬁi%su% ..............................................

Name of the Chair of the meeting ...... Rev Alison Facey... Date Lk /L/»:S] ( .....



Independent Examiner’s Report
To the Trustees of the 5t John’'s Methodist Church Potters Bar

I report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts of the 5t John's Methodist
Church Potters Bar for the year ended 31 August 2020, which are set out on pages 9 to 14.

Responsibilities and basis of report

As the charity trustees of the Trust you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts
in accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act 2011(‘the Act’). The Church
Trustees consider that an audit is not required for this year under section 144 (2) of the
Charities Act 2011 (the Act) and that an independent examination is needed.

I report in respect of my examination of the Trustee’s accounts carried out under section
145 of the 2011 Act and in carrying out my examination | have followed all the applicable
Directions given by the Charity Commission under section 145(5){b} of the 2011 Act.

Independent examiner’s statement

| have completed my examination. | confirm that no material matters have come to my
attention in connection with the examination giving me cause to believe that in any material
respect:

{1} accounting records were not kept in respect of the Trust as required by section 130 of
the Act; or

(2) the accounts do not accord with those records; or

{3) the accounts do not comply with the applicable requirements concerning the form and
content of accounts set out in the Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008
other than any requirement that the accounts give a ‘true and fair view’ which is not a
matter considered as part of an independent examination.

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the
examination to which attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper
understanding of the accounts to be reached.

S
Signed: Cﬂ Sl
Name: CtH2(STol HER Moeers
Relevant professional qualification or C [HARTERZED Acco \g\r—\‘ﬁ“:’T'

: : . OR
membership of professional body (if any): WMAN M HOUSE
Address: ‘\\?\%E\—U%GTON STREET

7 A
ate: \&[06 JAo L, 2T DON SO
LERTS A2
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