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ST JOHN'S METHODIST CHURCH, POTTERS
BAR
England & Wales · Charity number 1130633

Details

Status Registered

Legal form Previously excepted

Registered 2009-07-21

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address 67 Baker Street
Potters Bar
Hertfordshire
EN6 2EX

Phone 01707 440863

Email info@stjohnspb.org.uk

Website www.stjohnspb.org.uk

Activities

Objects: The purposes of the Methodist Church are and shall be deemed to have been since the date of
union the advancement of -(a) the Christian faith in accordance with the doctrinal standards and the discipline
of the Methodist Church;(b) any charitable purpose for the time being of any Connexional, district, circuit,
local or other organisation of the Methodist Church;(c) any charitable purpose for the time being of any
society or institution subsiduary or ancillary to the Methodist Church;(d) any purpose for the time being of any
charity being a charity subsidiary or ancillary to the Methodist Church.

Activities: ÔÇó Regular public acts of worship open to allÔÇó Teaching and promotion of Christianity
through sermons, small groups, events, services and coursesÔÇó Pastoral work including visiting the sick
and bereavedÔÇó Clubs and meetings for all with a Christian ethosÔÇó Provision of Nursery Playgroups in
Potters BarÔÇó Supporting other charities financially and with prayer

Classification

• How: Other Charitable Activities

• What: Religious Activities

• Who: The General Public/mankind

https://opencharities.uk/ew/1130633
https://register-of-charities.charitycommission.gov.uk/en/charity-search/?p_p_id=uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=maximized&p_p_mode=view&_uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet_regId=1130633
mailto:info@stjohnspb.org.uk
www.stjohnspb.org.uk
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Geography

• Area of benefit: UNDEFINED. IN PRACTICE, LOCAL.

• Hertfordshire

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2024-08-31 £464,870 £476,291 - -

2023-08-31 £439,487 £463,403 - -

2022-08-31 £495,998 £455,865 - -

2021-08-31 £374,120 £358,753 - -

2020-08-31 £354,072 £361,208 - -

https://opencharities.uk/ew/1130633
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Trustees

Name Role Appointed

Rev David Jebb Chair 2022-09-01

Christopher John Humphreys 2024-09-01

DAVID JOHN BOWLER 2016-05-01

DAVID LAWRENCE CARTER 2019-07-01

DAWN JENNETTE FENNER 2016-10-31

David Neil Rhodes 2021-05-01

Dr Constance Myra Louise Sloper 2023-02-12

Dr John Sterland 2023-07-01

GUY ALAIN FENNER 2024-09-01

Helen Jeckells 2019-05-01

KATHRYN FRANCES KRAUSE

Maggie Lorriane Day 2021-05-01

Margaret Helen Strand 2024-09-01

ROBERT HARVEY WARD 2013-07-29

STEPHEN ROY KRAUSE BSC PGDIP

Sally Jane Gunning 2022-05-01

Susan Elizabeth Branch 2024-10-01

Val Parker 2020-09-15
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St John's Methodist Church Potters Bar.

Annual report of the trustees for the year to 31st August 2024

Introduction

The Church is governed according to the "Constitutional Practice and Discipline of the Methodist

Church". The Church is located in Potters Bar and within the Methodist Church in the UK belongs to

the St Albans & Welwyn Circuit, which is in turn part of the Bedfordshire, Essex and Hertfordshire

District.

The Governing body is the Church Council which meets at least three times per year. There are

committees of this Council which oversee matters such as Resources (Property and Finance),

Pastoral, Outreach, Communications and the Nursery Playgroup.

Aims and objectives

The Church serves people from both Potters Bar and its surrounding villages. It aims to work

together to live out the Christian faith and share the good news of Jesus Christ in the local

community.

Review of Church activities for the year to 31st August 2024

Worship

The Church has continued to hold regular worship each Sunday morning.

There are several Sunday morning church parade services for the scouts throughout the year

where the scouts, cubs and beavers' sections participate in a more informal style of Sunday

morning worship.

Monthly creative worship continues to be well supported. Younger children are engaged in

craft activities related to the theme of the day before joining the grown-ups in Church for

worship and a time to show the crafts which they have made.

In addition to weekly worship on Sunday mornings there is a monthly Sunday evening café worship.

This is a more informal style of worship with more contemporary music and discussions about

relevant topics rather than a formal sermon or address.

Church growth and outreach

An Alpha course was held in autumn 2023 and a further course was held in 2024

A Welcome Space gathering is held each Tuesday, providing a warm and welcoming place

where members and others from the local community can meet informally for both

fellowship and a light meal.

Regular mid-week services are held at two local care homes.

A weekly Saturday early morning prayer meeting, held on Zoom, which has attracted both

members and others not otherwise connected with Church.



The outreach committee met regularly to plan suitable activities

Regular weekday activities continued including a flourishing parent and toddler group, 'Jumping
John's'.

The Women's Guild met regularly meeting the needs of older members. Several Bible study groups

meet regularly.

In August 2024 the Church again held a 'Holiday at Home' event providing food, fellowship and

entertainment for the more senior members of the church family. This initiative was very well

received by participants and will be repeated in future years.

The Church participated in various local ecumenical events throughout the year organised by

Churches Together in Potters Bar. These included an ecumenical Christmas event for primary school

aged children in Potters Bar (called Discover Christmas), a children's summer holiday club, an Ash

Wednesday united service and a Good Friday open air service.

Shenley church holds regular worship each Sunday morning. They plan their own local activities and

also let out their premises to a variety of village groups including the WI and the Girl Guides. They

have very successful messy church service each month and a mid-week parent and toddler group.

The Church sponsored Scout Group meets on the church premises and held their very popular

Christmas and Spring fairs.

The premises continued to be let out to a wide variety of community groups including a ballet

school, residents' groups and mother and baby groups as well as family celebrations.

Church membership

The Church membership at 31st August 2024 was 89. At 1st September 2023 there were 91 members.

During the year 1 person transferred in, 1 member died, 1 moved away and 1 resigned.

In addition, at 31st August 2024 there were 41 others on our community roll. A net loss of 8 over the

year.

Nursery Playgroup

The Church runs a Nursery Playgroup ('NPG') for children from 2 to 4 years; this is operated from

two settings: one at the Wayside Jubilee Centre in Oakmere and also at the Church's own premises

in Baker Street. Both settings being in Potters Bar.

The NPG is registered with OFSTED. It has a separate management board which oversees its day-to-

day management in conjunction with the setting manager and her team. This board includes

members of the Church Council to whom it reports and has overall responsibility. The objectives of

the NPG are to serve the local communities in which the two settings are located and to cover its

costs. Both settings are inspected by OFSTED and during the latest inspections, in 2018, one setting

received an 'Outstanding' rating and the other a 'Good' rating.



Brief financial review of the year

The Church has three funds:

The General or unrestricted fund which maintains the Church's fabric and contributes to the

cost of Circuit ministry and other Circuit, District and Connexional (National Methodist

Church) work.

The main restricted fund is the Nursery Playgroup

The designated fund relates to Shenley Church.

General Fund

Income

The main source of income for the General Fund are the regular donations from members and

friends and related Gift Aid recoverable from HMRC. The second major source is lettings income

from use of the premises by external organisations.

Income from regular giving by members and friends increased very slightly by £1,007 to £57,867

from £56,860 the previous year.

Lettings income for the year decreased very slightly to £17,354 from £18,119 in 2023

Expenditure

The major expenditure of the Church's General Fund is the assessment paid to the St Albans &

Welwyn Circuit. The total was £65,400 and was the same as in the previous three years. This

assessment is the Church's contribution to the remuneration and accommodation costs of the

Circuit's stipendiary ministers and our contribution towards the costs of the work of the Methodist

Church regionally and nationally.

The major expense for the year was the installation of new church doors which cost just over £6,000.

After taking the above expenses into account the general fund incurred a small loss of £3,756 for

the year to 31st August 2024.

Shenley Church

The Church benefited from two significant one-off donations totalling £5,000.

Notwithstanding the small number of members and adherents, the income from both regular giving

and other activities exceeded the running costs, including maintenance, of the buildings; Shenley

does not make a separate contribution to the Circuit assessment. It also holds modest cash reserves

which were £29,112 as at 31st August 2024 to cover for routine maintenance and unforeseen repair

issues.

Nursery Playgroup

The Nursery Playgroup had a more successful year financially than in 2023.



The total income of the Playgroup for the year to 31st August 2024 was £347,000 compared to

£328,000 in 2023. As in previous years the majority of the income, 88% in 2024, came from pupil

hours paid for by Hertfordshire County Council with the balance being paid by parents.

The Playgroup made a loss on normal operating activities of £3,048 and after some further

preparatory work for setting up the Wayside Centre totalling £14,158 the overall loss for the year as

£17,206. The setting previously located in Oakmere Primary School moved into the nearby Wayside

Centre in September 2023.

In addition, in the statement of financial activities, SOFA, we are obliged to recognise the unrealised

gain or loss, over the year, in the market value of a bond held with the Methodist Church Central

Finance Board; this year there was a gain of £3,249, bringing the overall loss on the SOFA to £13,957.

Fund balances

As at 31st August 2024 the net current assets of the Church General Fund were £91,654.

Year to

31 st

August

2024 £

Prior year
£

Unrestricted funds

General Fund 91,654 95,412

Buildings at Potters Bar 2,500,000 2,500,000

Designated funds

Shenley Fund 29,112 19,571

Buildings at Shenley 340,000 340,000

Restricted funds

Nursery Playgroup 109,725 123,339

Other (894) (553)

Total funds 3,069,597 3,077,769

Reserves

The Reserves Policy for the Church general fund is to hold reserves of at least 6 months' average

expenditure. In addition, there is a specific provision for repairs to the roof of a further £10,000. This

should be sufficient to meet any unforeseen items of major expenditure on the Church buildings and

be able to continue, in the short term, to fund planned activities in the event of any inability to raise

sufficient funds to discharge running costs.

The trustees are slowly building up additional reserves in the general fund beyond the level needed

to comply with the reserves policy set out above; this is to contribute to future outreach, pastoral or

other initiatives authorised by the Church Council and or other improvements to the building and its

facilities.

Basis of preparation and legal framework



The Charity's annual report and accounts for the year ended 31 August 2024 have been prepared in

accordance with the Charities Act 2011 and the Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice 2015

as applicable to the Financial Reporting Standard (FRS) 102

Full Name of Charity: St John's Methodist Church Potters Bar

Registration Charity Number: 1130633

Date of registration: 21stJuly 2009
Main communication address: 67 Baker Street Potters Bar EN6 2EX

The members of the St John's Methodist Church, Church Council are the Charity Trustees. The

membership is set out below.

Superintendent Minister

Rev David Jebb

Church Stewards

Robin Burns (resigned 31st August 2024)
Helen Jeckells

David Carter

Sally Gunning
David Rhodes

Church Treasurer

Robert Ward

Other members of the Church Council

Peter Barlow (resigned 31st August 2024)
Roger Croughton (resigned 31st August 2024)
Patricia Griffith

Chris Humphreys

Jo Hutton (resigned 31st August 2024)

Kathryn Krause

Stephen Krause

David Bowler

Guy Fenner (appointed 1st September 2024)
Dawn Fenner

John Sloper

Myra Sloper

Helen Barlow (resigned 31st August 2024)
Val Parker

Maggie Day

Louise Bourton

John Sterland

Sue Branch (appointed 1st October 2024)

Helen Strand (appointed 1st September 2024)

Church Treasurer: Robert Ward acted as the principal officer overseeing the day-to-day financial

management and accounting for the Church during the year.



Independent examiner: Newman Morris, Chartered Accountants, London Colney Herts AL2 1HA

Bankers: Central Finance Board of the Methodist Church

Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes

CAF Bank Itd

Aims and organisation

The charity's objective is to work together as a local Methodist Church to live out the Christin faith

and share the good news of Jesus Christ in our community.

"The purposes of the Methodist Church are and shall be deemed to have been since the Date of

Union the advancement of:

a) The Christian faith in accordance with the doctrinal standards and discipline of The Methodist

Church;

b) Any charitable purpose for the time being of any Connexional, District, Circuit, local or other

organisation of The Methodist Church;

c) Any charitable purpose for the time being of any society or institution subsidiary or ancillary to
The Methodist Church;

d) Any purpose for the time being of any charity being a charity subsidiary or ancillary to The
Methodist Church

Worshipping God through prayer, song and other acts of worship.

"The organisation and resourcing of regular public acts of worship open to members of the church

and non members alike.

The teaching of Christianity through sermons, courses and small groups.

The resourcing of pastoral work including visiting the sick and bereaved.

Taking religious assemblies in local schools.

Promotion of Christianity through the staging of events and services.

Provision of chaplaincy services to the local university and other institutions.

Public Benefit

We confirm the trustees have had regard to the Charity Commission's guidance on public benefit.

Structure, Governance and Management

"The governing document for the Church is the Deed of Union (1932) and Methodist Church Act

(1976)

Detailed governance arrangements are outlined within the Constitutional Practice and Discipline of

the Methodist Church by order of the annual conference (CPD).

Day to day management of the Church is undertaken by the Church Leadership team along with the

Minister. The trustees are appointed by the Annual Church Meeting.

Trustee Training

















Gross salaries, wages and National Insurance

Employer's pension costs
Total staff costs

General Fund

£

NPG £

10,462 291,755

이 15,209

10,462 306,964

12. Capital commitments and contingent liabilities

At 31st August 2024 there were no capital commitments. No contingent liabilities were identified as

at 31st August 2024.

13. Analysis of funds 2023 -2024

Fund name Opening
Balance £

Incoming Resources

Resources Expended

Unrealised

gains &

losses

Transfers

£

Closing

Balance £

£ £

General:

unrestricted

95,412 101,116 (121,730) 0 16856 91654

unrestricted: 2,500,000 이 0 이 0 2,500,000

Church

buildings
Potters Bar

Designated:

Buildings

340,000 이 0 0 0 340,000

Shenley

Designated:

Shenley

funds

Restricted:

Nursery

playgroup

19,571 16326 (7269) 0 484 29112

123,339 347428 (346951) 3,249 (17340) 109725

Other

restricted

funds

(553) 0 (341) 0 0 (894)

Totals 3,077,769 464,870 (476,291) 3249 0 3,069,597

12. Related party transactions

During the year the following payment was made to the St Albans Welwyn Circuit as a contribution

towards the remuneration and accommodation costs of the Circuit's stipendiary ministers and a

contribution towards the cost of the work of the Methodist Church regionally and nationally.

2022

St Albans Welwyn Circuit

2023

£65,400 £65,400



Name of Church ... St John's Methodist Church Potters Bar

No... 341305.

Declarations and Scrutiny

I confirm that these accruals-based accounts for the year to 31 August 2024 have been prepared
from the records of the Church and that they include all funds under the control of the Church
trustees.

Adet Wal 24 Time 2025
Signature of treasurer Date.

Name and address of treasurer

Robert Ward

c/o St John's Methodist Church Baker Street Potters Bar

2DZ

Post Code... EN6

Presentation to the Church trustees

I confirm that the annual report and accounts for the year ended 31 August 2024 were presented

to the meeting of the Church trustees held on 16th June 2025.

:Signature of the Chair of the meetingلاس لو

Name of the Chair of the meeting: ...... Rev David Jebb.

24/hJune 2025
Date

Independent Examiner's Report to the Trustees of the

St John's Methodist. Church Potters Bar

Charity Number ...1130633........

Responsibilities and basis of report

I report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts of St John's Methodist

Church for the year ended 31 August 2024 set out on pages ... to .... As the Church's trustees,
you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with the requirements of the

Charities Act 2011 ('the Act').



I report in respect of my examination of the Church's accounts carried out under section 145 of the

Act and, in carrying out my examination, I have followed all the applicable Directions given by the
Charity Commission under section 145(5)(b) of the Act.

* delete or circle as appropriate

Name of Church St John's Methodist Church

No......341305.......

Independent Examiner's Statement

The Church's gross income exceeded £250,000 and I am qualified to undertake the examination

by being a qualified member of the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales.

I have completed my examination. I confirm that no material matters have come to my attention in
connection with the examination (other than that disclosed below*) which give me cause to believe

that in, any material respect:

the accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130 of the Act; or

the accounts do not accord with the accounting records; or

the accounts do not comply with the applicable requirements concerning the form and content
of accounts set out in the Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 other than any

requirement that the accounts give a 'true and fair' view, which is not a matter considered as

part of an independent examination

the trustees' annual report is not consistent with the accounts

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the examination to

which attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding of the
accounts to be reached.

I have/have not* obtained independent verification of all investments with the Trustees for
Methodist Church Purposes or held in other trusts, bank balances and funds at the Central

Finance Board of the Methodist Church which are individually in excess of £10,000 (ten thousand
pounds) at the balance sheet date.

Signature of independent examinerCM

Name of independent examiner CHRISTOPHER MOARIS

Relevant professional qualification of independent examiner CHARTERED ACCO UN TANT

Name of firm (where appropriate) NEWMAN MORRIS AMITED

Address WELU NGTOM HOUSE, 273-275 HIGH STREET,

LOADOH COLNEY, HERTS Post Code ALZ I HA.

Date 27/06/2025.
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St John's Methodist Church Potters Bar.

Annual report of the trustees for the year to 31"August 2023

Introduction

The Church is governed accorcflng to the "Constitutional Practice and Discipline of the Methodist
Church". The Church is located in Potters Bar and within the Methodist Church in the UK belongs to
the St Albans Ik Weiwyn Circuit, which is in turn part of the Bedfordshire, Essex and Fiertfordshire
District.

The Governfng body is the Church Council which meets at least three times per year. There are
committees of this council which oversee matters such as Resources jProperty and Finance),
Pastoral, Outreach, Communications and the Nursery Playgroup.

Aims and objectives

The Church serves people from both Potters Bar and its surrounding villages. It aims to work
together to live out the Christian faith and share the good news of Jesus Christ in the local
community.

Review of Church activities for the year to 31~August 2023

Worship

The Church has continued to hold re ular worship each Sunday morning,

~ There are several Sunday morning church parade services for the scouts throughout the year
where the scouts, cubs and beavers' sections participate in a more informal style of Sunday
morning worship.

~ Monthly creative worship continues to be well supported. Younger children are engaged in

craft activities related to the theme of the day before joining the grown-ups in Church for
worship and a time to show the crafts which they have made.

in addition to weekly worship on Sunday mornings there is a monthly Sunday evening cafe worship,
This is a more informal style of worship with more contemporary music and discussions about
relevant topics rather than a formal sermon or addi'ess.

Church growth and outreach

~ In July 2023 the Church held an 'Away Day at home' to discuss future plans and initiatives to
grow the Church and reach out to the wider community.

~ For the future, plans were in hand at the year end to start an Alpha rourse during Autumn

2023

~ A welcome space initiative has started, providing a warm and welcoming place each Tuesday
where members and others from the local community can meet informally for both
fellowship and a light meal.



~ Regular mid-week services are held at two local care homes.

~ A new initiative started during the year was a weekly Saturday early morning prayer
meeting, held on Zoom, which has attracted both members and others not otherwise
connected with Church.

~ A monthly mid-week prayer meeting is held in the church followed by an informal coffee
morning.

~ The outreach committee met regularly to plan suitable activities

Regular weekday activities continued including a flourishing parent and toddler group, 'Jumping
John' s'.

The Women's Guild met regularly meeting the needs of older members. Several Bible study groups
meet regularly.

In August 2023 the Church again held a 'Holiday at Holne' event providing food, fellowship and
entertainment for the more senior members of the church family. This initiative was very well
received by participants and will be repeated in future years.

The Church participated in various local ecumenical events throughout the year organised by
Churches Together in Potters Bar. These included an ecumenical Christmas event For primary school
aged children in Potters Bar (called Discover Christmas), a children's summer holiday club, an Ash

Wednesday united service and a Good Friday open air service.

Shenley church hold regular worship each Sunday morning. They plan their own local activities and
also let out their premises to a variety of village grou~ including the Wl and the Girl Guides. They
have very successful messy church service each month and have also set up a mid-week parent and
toddler group

The Church sponsored Scout Group meets on the church premises and held their very popular
Christmas and Spring fairs.

The premises continued to be let out to a wide varIety of community groups including a ballet
school, residents' groups and mother and baby groups as well as family celebrations.

A new minister Rev David Jebb was inducted with effect from 1"September 2022.He also has

pastoral oversight of Shenley and Radlett churches and is the Circuit Superintendent Minister.

Church membership

The ChurCh memberShiP at 31"AuguSt 2023 Waa 91.At 1u September 2022 there Were 94 memberS.
During the year 2 people transferred In, 1 member died, 3 transferred out and 1 resigned.

In addition, at 31"August 2023 there were 49 others on our community roll. This is the same total as
the previous year but reflects 3 new adherents, 2 departures and 1 adherent becoming a member
rather than an adherent.

Nursery Playgroup



The Church runs a Nursery Playgroup ('NPG') for children from 2 to 4 years; this is operated from
two settings: at Oakmere School until summer 2023 (and from 1"September 2023 at the Wayside
Jubilee Centre) and also at the Church's own premises in Baker Street. All settings being in Potters
Bar.

The NPG is registered with OFSTED. It has a separate management board which oversees its day-to-
day management in conjunction with the setting manager and her team, This board Includes
members of the Church Council to whom it reports and has overall responsibility. The objeclives of
the NPG are to serve the local communities in which the two settings are located and to cover its
costs, Both settings are inspected by OFSTED and during the latest inspections, in 2018, one setting
received an 'Outstanding' rating and the other a 'Good' rating.

Brief financial review of the year

The Church has three funds:

~ The General or unrestricted fund which maintains the Church's fabric and contributes to the
cost of Circuit ministry and other Circuit, District and Connexional (National Methodist
Church) work.

~ The main restricted fund is the Nursery Piaygroup

~ The designated fund relates to Shenley Church.

General Fund

Income

The main source of income for the General Fund are the regular donations from members and
friends and related Gift Aid recoverable from HMRC. The second major source is lettings income
from use of the premises by external organisations.

Income from regular giving by members and friends increased very slightly compared to the previous
year. However, the Church benefited from three donations totalling E5,000 In memory of recently
deceased members.

Lettings income for the year increased by about E1,000 to E18,159.

Expenditure

The major expenditure of the Church's General Fund is the assessment paid to the St Albans Ik

Welwyn Circuit. The total was E65,400 and was the same as in the previous three years. This
assessment ls the Church's contribution to the remuneration and accommodation costs of the
Circuit's stipendiary ministers and our contribution towards the costs of the work of the Methodist
Church regionally and nationally.

No major repair or replacement work was undertaken during the year but routine maintenance
costs Increased to E6,100 from E3,551 in the previous year.



After taking the above expenses into account the general fund incurred a surplus of 62,629 for the
year to 31"August 2023.

Shenley Church

Notwithstanding the small number of members and adherents, the income from both regular giving
and other activities exceeded the running costs, Including maintenance, of the buildings; Shenley
does not make a separate contribution to the Circuit assessment. It also holds modest cash reserves
which were 619,571 as at 31"August 2023 to cover for any unforeseen maintenance and repair
issues.

Nursery Playgroup

The Nursery playgroup had a less successfui year financially than the previous year as a result of
lower pupil numbers and the one —off costs of moving the Oakmere setting to the Wayside Jubilee
Centre. Pupil numbers and consequently revenue was down particularly at the Baker Street setting.

Salary costs also rose as a result of the need to improve staff wage rates in line with both inflation
and Government and Connexionally stipulated minimum wage levels

The total income of the Playgroup for the year to 31st August 2023 was f328&000 compared to
6366,000 in 2022. As in previous years the majority of the income, 8896 in 2023, came from pupil
hours paid for by Hertfordshire County Council with the balance being paid by parents.

The Playgroup made a loss on normal operating activities of E13,608 and after one off legal costs
and the removal and preparatory work of setting up the Wayside Centre totalling f14,590 the
overall loss for the year as 6 29,199. In addition, in the statement of financial activities, SOFA, we are
obliged to recognise the unrealised loss on the diminution, over the year, in the market value of a

bond held with the Methodist Church Central Finance Board; this was F3,444, bringing the overall
loss on the SOFA to f32,643.

Fund balances

As at 31"August 2023 the net current assets of the Church General Fund were 6 95,412.

Unrestricted funds
GeneralFund

Designated funds

Year to
31st
August

2023 f

95,412

Prior year

92,783

Buildings at Potters Bar and Shenley 2~,000 2,840,000
She nle Fund

Restricted funds
Nursery Playgroup

19,5'71

123,339

16,917

155,982

Other
Totalfunds

(553)
~3077 769

(553j
3 105 129



Reserves

The Reserves Policy for the Church general fund is to hold reserves In excess of 6 munths' average
expenditure. This should be sufficient to meet any unforeseen items of major expenditure on the
Church buildings and / or to be able to continue, in the short term, funding planned activities in the
event of any Inability to raise sufficient funds to discharge running costs, including the Annual

Assessment payable to the Circuit. The trustees are building up additional reserves in the general
fund beyond the level needed to comply with the reserves policy set out above; this ls to contribute
to future pastoral or other initiatives authorised by the Church Council and or enable the
replacement of the remaining old single glazed windows in the Church which are beyond repair.

Basis of preparation and legal framework

The Charity's annual report and accounts for the year ended 31August 2023 have been prepared in

accordance with the Charitles Act 2011and the Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice 2015
as applicable to the Financial Reporting standard (FRs) 102

Full Name of Charity: St John's Methodist Church Potters Bar
Registration Charity Number: 1130633
Date of registration: 21"July 2009
Main communication address: 67 Baker Street Potters Bar EN6 2EX

The members of the St Johri's Methodist Church, Church Council are the Charity Trustees. The
membership is set out below.

Circuit Ministers

Rev David Jebb (appointed 1"September 2022)

Church Stewards
Robin Burns

Helen Jeckells
David Carter
Sally Gunning

Church Treasurer
Robert Ward

Other members of the Church Council
Peter Barlow

Roger Croughton

Patricia Griffith

Valerie Vessey
Jo Hutton

Kathryn Krause

Stephen Krause

David Bowler

Steve Matthews
Dawn Farmer



John Sloper
Myra Sloper
Helen Barlow

Val Parker

Maggie Day

David Rhodes
Louise Bourton
John Sterland

Church Treasurer: Robert Ward acted as the principal officer overseeing the day today financial
management and accounting for the Church during the year.

Independent examiner: Newman Morris, Chartered Accountants, London Colney Herts AL2 1HA

Bankers: Central Finance Board of the Methodist Church
Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes
CAF Bank Itd

Aims and organisatlon

Charity ob]ective ls to work together as a local Ivlethodist Church to live out the Christin faith and
share the good news of Jesus Christ in our community.

"The purposes of the Methodist Church are and shall be deemed to have been since the Date of
Union the advancement of:
a) The Christian faith ln accordance with the doctrinal standards and discipline of The Methodist
C urc;
b) Any charitable purpose for the time being of any Connexional, District, Circuit, local or other
organisation of The Methodist Church;
c) Any charitable purpose for the time being of any society or Institution subsidiary or ancillary to
The Methodist Church;

d) Any purpose for the time being of any charity being a charity subsidiary or ancillary to The
Methodist Church

Worshipping God through prayer, song and other acts of worship.
"The organisation and resourcing of regular public acts of worship open to members of the church
and non members alike.
The teaching of Christianity through sermons, courses and small groups.
The resourcing of pastoral work including visiting the sick and bereaved.

Taking religious assemblies in local schools.

Promotion of Christianity through the staging of events and services.

Provision of chaplaincy services to the local university and other institutions.

Public ganef)t

We confirm the trustees have had regard to the Charity Commission's guidance on public benefit.

Structure, Governance and Management



"The governing document for the Church is the Deed of Union (1932) and Methodist Church Act
(1976)

Detailed governance arrangements are outlined within the Constitutional Practice and Discipline of
the Methodist Church by order of the annual conference (CPD).

Day to day management of the Church is undertaken by the Church Leadership team along with the
Minister. The trustees are appointed by the Annual Church Meeting.

Trustee Training

A range of guidance produced by Methodist Connexion to support the effective running of the
Church, specifically the leaflet 'The Role of a Trustee fn The Methodist Church' is given to all new
Church meeting members as induction to their role as trustees.

From time-te-time members of the Church Council, as managing trustees, attend specific training
courses run by the Circuit.

Related Parties

The Church is part of the 51Albans Welwyn Circuit and the Beds, Herts and Essex District and is also
accountable to the Methodist Conference,

Risk Ivianagement

T~h;k h~b~ldsCNRE df dfdbyth Ch hR «(R ndp p nyi
Committee. There is a regular annual review process undertaken and recorded.

Income and Expenditure is being monitored In total and is compared with the approved annual

budget on a half yearly basis to detect trends as part of the risk management process to avoid

unforeseen calls on reserves.

Safeguarding

Every person has a value and dignity which comes directly from the creation of male and female in

God's own image and likeness. Christians see this potential as fulfilled by God's re-creation of us in

Christ. Among other things this implies a duty to value all people as bearing the image of God and

therefore to protect them from harm. Methodist Connexional practice outlines commitment to the
following principles:

~ The care and nurture of, and respectful pastoral ministry with, all children, young people and

adults

~ The safeguarding and protection of all children, young people and adults when they are vulnerable

~ The establishing of safe, caring communities which provide a loving environment where there is

informed vigilance as to the dangers of abuse.



~ We will carefully select and train all those with any responsibility within the Church, in line with
Safer Recruitment principles, including the use of criminal records disclosures and registration with
the relevant vetting and barring schemes.

~ We will respond without delay to every complaint made which suggests that an adult, child or
young person may have been harmed, cooperating with the police and local authority in any
investigation.

~ We will seek to work with anyone who has suffered abuse, developing with them an appropriate
ministry of informed pastoral care.

~ We will seek to challenge any abuse of power, especially by anyone in a position of trust.

~ We will seek to offer pastoral care and support, Including supervision and referral to the proper
authorities, to any member of our church community known to have offended against a child, young
person or vulnerable adult.

~ In all these principles we will follow legislation, guidance and recognised good practice. St John' s
Methodist Church commits itself to ensuring the implementation of Connexional Safeguarding
Policy; government legislation, guidance and safe practice in the circuit and in the churches. St
John's Methodist Church commits itself to the provision of support, advice and training for lay and
ordained people that will ensure people are clear and confident about their roles and responsibilities
in safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and adults who may be vulnerable.

T&e Trustee~poland the financiaistatements were approved by the-Church Council on 3'" June
2024.

Robert Ward Rev David Jebb
Church Treasurer Minister



Sr John's Methodist Church Potters Ber —+ church no 34105
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Notes to

leccoums
Gonersl Fund
(Umsstrl ctsd)

Designated
Funds

(unrestricted)

Other
restricted

Restricted
Funds

Nttntttry

playgnhtp

Total Prior

year
2021-22

Income

2 Qonatfoils

3 GIO efd

4 Interest and Investment income
5 Nursery Playgroup fees
8 infernal o anissdons
7 Other charitable Income
8 Opening bank balsnceshenley
8 Total income

Ex endlture
9 Circuit ssssssmsnt or share
1D Grants arid donations
11 Propwty msirttensnce

12 Insurance, utditles eic
13 Nurse pls rou staff costs
14 Qdice e cbees
1 5 Other expenditure
18 Replacement windowa in Ghurch

16 Internal ofgenfsedons

66,862
8,632

12,135
2,283

8,665
1250
1,072

263
1,321

20,545

85,400
4,952

21,261
13,833

80
2,421
4i450

5,152 81
3,615 925

t00,468 to,eyt

51857
17695
14724
14273,547

323.786 326,107/
Ir

36401$
$71

210981,125 21,670
14307

328,458 489,487

65,400 65400
6,d22 4315

23,682 24145
1,238 19,619 I 19437

299,622 299,822 279901
1,875 7~0884231

33'630 43'070
I

31313
26430

693
17 Total charitable expenditure
18 Gains/ losses on monetary fnveslmentr.
19 Gains/ losses) on Investment g/OJssrtlss
20 Nst Incomef(expenditure)

ran sfa/stmttvash7
22 Other gains/(losses)
23 Net movement in funds

-13,666
~

16,294

2,623( 2,664

114 123l 7,91/ 341,363 463,403
3,444 -3,444

0
-18,349 .27,360

0 32 $43) -27 380

-13189
540233
567177

557177
24 Total funds brought forward
25 Total funds carried forward

92,783 2dsst917 - 553 155,982 sited, (28
ed, 412

I 2,$69,571 - d63 123,339 3,0'77,789
2537952
3105129



St John'8 Methodist Churoh Potters Bar 34106

Balance Sheet as at 31 August 2023

nurse lo the

Accounts

General Fund
(Unrsstrhted)

Dselo Ileted
Funds(Unrestricted)

Reatrloted
Funda

Restncted
funda

Nursery
phnrnrouo

E

Totals 2D23 Tcmds 2022

Investment rcpsrtles

ChUrch bUlldblos arid Other propsny

Truer need see efs
2,840,000

2,840,000
2,840,000

0 o a,em, oo0

2,840,ODD

2,840,000

Current Aaaeta

Loans Ihe Churches

Investments vrllh TIBCP
Central Finance Board Deposos

Cash st Bank end tn tend

Current Uebeltlss
Creddors (due ln under 1 year)

Grants able viithin 2D22-23

Tohrl currerrt cab One n

Nsf currem sesemeebames

19,085

99,208

3,708

3,788

85412

12239
19,8T1

19471

139

ayre
-296

3,178
UI53

7,742

70,101

36,922

22,270

136,035

12,898

12,898
123,339

21,749

70, 101

112288

237,769

14,580

71,902
131,751

59.861

12,859

12,866

Torsi assets less currant oeboltles 95412 2,S69,571 -663 123,339 3,077,789 3,105,129

Long term iiehglties

due after mare then one year)
Grlllrls ps IB*ftsr'2022-23
Losrls to ths ChUrch

Net assets 96,412 2,659,511 -563 123,339 33)77,769 3,105,129

Funda of the Church

General Fund (UhnsnrtCted)

Dosionahd Funds (Unmsuictero

Total Unrestricted Funds

Aestncted Funds

Mursery Play up eslncted Funda

95,412
2.859,671

123,339

95,412

2,859,671

2,954,983
.553

123,339

92.783

2,858,917

2,849,700

156,982
Total Funds 86,412 2,6592)71 .663 123,339 3,077,769 3,105,129

Robert Ward
Church Treasurer



St John's Methodist Church Potters Bar

Notes to the Accounts for year to 31 August 2023

1 Basis of accounting

The financial statements have been prepared under the Charities Act 2011 in accordance with the
2014 version of Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice (SORP)
applicable to charities preparing their accounts in accordance with FRS102 —the Charities SORP
(FRs102) and taking note of the Update Bulletin 1 issued in 2016.

2 Going concern

The Trustees have assessed whether the use of the going concern tiasis is appropriate and have
considered possible events or conditions that might cast doubt on the ability of the Church to
continue as a going concern. The trustees have concluded that the Church has sufficient resources to
continue in operational existence for the foreseeable future and consequently it is appropriate to
continue to adopt the going concern basis in preparing its financial statements.

3 Funds

The funds held constitute the following: General Funds held for any purpose of the Church which are
Unrestricted. Restricted funds which are held for a narrower purpose. There are no Endowment
funds. Details of each material fund are disclosed in the final note to these accounts. Any funds may
be represented by more than just cash.

4 Accounting policies

Basis

These accounts have been prepared on the basis of historical cost, except that investments are
shown at their market value at the end of the year, on the accruals basis to showa true and fair view
of the Church's financial position and activities.

Incoming Resources

Income is included In the Statement of Financial Activities (SOFA) when the Church becomes entitled
to the resources, and the trustees are reasonably certain they will receive the resources; and the
monetary value can be measured with sufficien reliability.

Resources Expended

This is recognised when a liability is incurred, or a constructive obligation arises, that results in the
payment being unavoidable. Liabilities are recognised as soon as an outflow of economic benefit is
considered more likely than not under the legal or constructive obligation committing the Church to
pay out resources.

Grants and donations

Donations made by the Church from its own funds are recognised in full at the time of agreement or
when the Church accepts that there is a legal or operational obligation to make the payment.



VAT

Since the Church is not VAT registered, all input VAT is charged with the expenses to which it refers,

Investments

In January 2017 f75,000 from the Playgroup Fund was invested in a Corporate Bond with the Central
Finance Board of the Methodist Church via the Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes. Dividends
received in the year are credited to the SOFA and the unreallsed gain or loss on the market value of
the bond at the year-end is shown separately on the SOFA as a gain or loss on monetary
investments.

Debtors and Prepayments

Debtors Include Gift Ald applicable to the latter part of the financial year receivable from HMRC.
Prepayments include amounts paid in advance for insurance, other services and the Circuit
assessment.

Creditors

Creditors include, PAVE tax due to HMRC for salaries paid in August 2023, rent payable for the
Nursery Playgroup premises rented from Oakmere School and professional fees incurred but not
billed.

5 Inclusion of Shenley Methodist Church In the accounts of St John' s

The transactions, income and expenditure, relating to Shenley are included in designated funds for
the year in the SOFA and its assets and liabilities are Included in the balance sheet also as a
designated fund. The market value of the buildings is included also as a fixed asset, see note 6
below.

6 Valuation of land and buildings

A professional valuation was obtained in 2022 of the current market value of the Church land and
buildings at both Baker Street Potters Bar and at London Road Shenley. These properties are shown
at this market value.

7 Payment to Trustees

There were no payments made to trustees for additional services prevlded to the Church. This also
applies to the previous year.

8 Relocation of playgroup setting

It was concluded that it would not be possible for the Oakmere playgroup setting to continue to rent
classroom space at Oakmere school for 1"September 2023 onwards. Accordingly, an agreement was
entered into with the trustees of the nearby Wayside Centre to rent space there from 1"September
2023, To facilitate this relocation some preparatory work had to be undertaken at the Wayside
Centre in summer 2023 to enable the setting to open in early September 2023.These costs, totalling
f13,474 are disclosed below in the analysis of expenditure,

9 Analysis of Income and Expenditure

Other Charitable Income 2023 f 2022 g



lettings

Jum ing Johns-toddlers
Fees for weddings and funerals

Copying charges
Fund raising

Sund

Total: General Fund

18,159
901
590

432
20,545

17,135
999

1,179
12

605
108

20,038

Expenditure

General fund; Property
maintenance
Repairs and maintenance

Equi ment

Cleaning materials
Statuto ins ections
Waste disposal
Professional valuations
Cleaners' salaries
Total: GeneralFund

6p100

1,374
2,670

476

9W2
21,261

2022 E

3,551
5,229
1,887
1,964

737

9,506
23,774

Nursery playgroup- other expenditure 2023 f 2022 E
Wayside Centre - pre aratory work
Rent- Oakmere School

Teaching materials
Other costs

13,474
11678

8,943
3,419

9,151
2,878
7,904
3,348

Total: Nursery playgroup restricted fund 38 630 23,281

10.Fees for independent examination of the accounts

The independent examination of the accounts has been carried out by Newman Morris; a firm of
Chartered Accountants based in London Colney. The fee charged was E2,000 inclusive of VAT (2022
E2,000). No fees have been paid to this firm for any other services during this year, (2022 nil).

11.Paid employees

The Church employs two cleaners who are paid from the General Fund, The average number of staff
employed by the Playgroup in the year was 23 who were paid from the Nursery Playgroup restricted
fund (NPG). (2022, 20).

Staff costs paid in respect of the year

General Fund

f
NPG E Total E

Gross salaries, wa es and National insurance
Emplo er's pension costs
Total staff costs

9,862 282,056
14,838

9862 296,894

291,918
14,838

306,756



12.Capital commitments and contingent liabilities

At 31st August 2023 there were no capital commitments. No contingent liabilities were identified as

at 31st August 2023,

13.Analysis of funds 2022 -2023

Fund name

General:

unrestricted

Opening
Balance f

92,783

Incoming

Resources
E

100,458

Resources

Expended
6
(114,123)

Unraalised

gains f)i

losses

Transfers Closing

E Balance f

16,294 95,412

Designated: 2,S00,000
Church

buildings

Potters Bar

0 2+00,000

Designated:
Buildings

She nley

Designated:
Shenley

funds

Restricted:
Nursery

playgroup

340,000

16,917

155,982

10571

328,458

(7917)

(341,363) (3,444)

0 340,000

0 19,571

(16,294) 123,339

Other ~553)
restricted

funds

Totals 3,105,129 439,487 (463,403) (3344)

(553}-

0 3,077,769

12. Related party transactions

During the year the following payment was made to the St Albans Welwyn Circuit as a contribution

towards the remuneration and accommodation costs of the Circuit's stipendiary ministers and a

contribution towards the cost of the work of the Methodist Church regionally and nationally.

2023 2022

St Albans Welwyn Circuit F65,400 f65,400

13 for information only: money received and passed onto external organisatlons.

Balance brought forward from last year

2022/2
023
729

2021/202
2

Offerings /gifts received for external or anisations 8,666

Offerings /gifts passed to external organisations 7,233
2,162Balance carried forward

16,049
15 ri36

729



St Johns Methodist Church Potters Bar ... No. .. . . .34105... .

Declarations and Scrutiny

I confirm that these accruals-based accounts for the year to 31 August 2023 have been prepared
from the records of the Church and that they include all funds under the control of the Church
trustees.

Signature of treasurer

Name and address of treasurer . . . . . .Robert Ward. . . . .. ...St John's Methodist Church Baker Street
Potters Bar.

Post Code. ..EN6 2DZ. . . ..

Presentation to the Church trustees

I confirm that the annual report and accounts for the year ended 31 August 2023 were~*
presented to the meeting of the Church trustees held an . ..3" June 2024. . . . ..........

Signature of the Chair of the meeting:

tt ot the gt~er oth e meetmg: ..~e David Jebb ... . . . .July 2024 . .

Independent Examiner's Report to the Trustees of the

St John's Methodist Church Potters Bar

Charity Number ...1130633...

Responsibilities and bash of report

I report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts of the St John's Methodist Church for
the year ended 31 August 2023 set out on pages ...1 to 6... , As the Church's trustees, you are
responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with the requirements of the
Charities Act 2011 ('the Act').

I report in respect of my examination of the Church's accounts carried aut under section 145 of the
Act and, in carrying out my examination, I have followed all the applicable Directions given by the
Charity Commission under section 145(5)(b) of the Act.

delete ar circle as appropriate



St John's Methodist Church Potters Bar No . ..34105

Independent Examiner's Statement

The Church's gross income exceeded 8250,000 and I am qualified to undertake the examination
by being a qualified member of the Institute of Chartered Accountants

I have completed my examination. I confirm that no material matters have come to my attention in
connection with the examination *) which give me cause to believe
that in, any material respect:

~ the accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130 of the Act; or
~ the accounts do not accord with the accounting records; or
~ the accounts do not comply with the applicable requirements concerning the form and content

of accounts set out in the Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 other than any
requirement that the accounts give a 'true and fair' view, which is not a matter considered as
part of an independent examination

~ the trustees' annual report is not consistent with the accounts

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the examination to
which attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding of the
accounts to be reached.

I haveihave-i-iet'— obtained-independent-verification of all investments-with the Trustees for
Methodist Church Purposes or held in other trusts, bank balances and funds at the Central
Finance Board of the Methodist Church which are ir dividually in excess of 610,000 (ten thousand
pounds) at the balance sheet date.

Signature of independent examiner

Name of independent examiner: Christopher Morris

Relevant professional qualification of independent examiner: Chartered Accountant

Name of firm (where appropriate) Newman Morris Itd

Address ... Wellington House 273 -275 High Street London Colney Herts

Post Code . . .AL2

* delete or circle as appropriate

May %23



ST JOHN'S METHODIST CHURCH, POTTERS BAR
England & Wales  -  Charity number 1130633

Accounts





































ST JOHN'S METHODIST CHURCH, POTTERS BAR
England & Wales  -  Charity number 1130633

Accounts



Accruals Recounts
2020/202t

THE METHODIST CHURCH

STANDARD FORM OF ACCOUNTS
ACCRVAlS, BASIS
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St Jobless Iylethodist Chunfi Potters Bar.

Annual faporl of the trustees for'the yaai tq 3k &August 20?1

Introduction

The churcb1s governed according to the "coristitutlonal practibaqnd oscipllne of the Methodist

Church", .The Ch'urcb Is located in Pottera Bar and w'ithin tha. lyiethodift Church iri the tJK belongsto
the'$t Ag}ans gr welwyn circuit, which js in turn part of the Bedfordsh}re, Essex arid Hortfonfsf}lie

I}istriLt.

the 6overnihg'body Is the Church Gouncil 'uvhlch meAts at !gast three times peryeqr. Thgreaie

corno}}Iteesof this counbii which oveEsee mattdrs guchaa piopertypnd Pin'ance, 'pastordl, ;Outreach,

'Oomniunlcatiorjs an4 tlte ¹rsery Playground.

Aims and otjjecthn}s

'The cliurgh sen}es people from both Pbtters Ijar and itssuiroundingyglagqs. It aims to work

together to livaout the christ}an falthand share the gobdinewsof Jasu's christiritheilocal

comm urilty,

Itsivfavv of c4ufcjt~fortite yaavto s2".August 2022

The Church has bontinueil to hold regularavdrship thi oughout thadngoi'ng period ofcovid reb}ted

r'estrictlons. Wh'erg regulatiqnS permitted thIS hds been worship irr tbe Cburch buildings follaVylng ail

rojevaiitgtfidanca, including social distancing. and col}grege'gienqi slngjng, whichappjied ai the tirne. ,

lvlbnthly creatiyd worship continues to ebb well supported. younger children are engaged iri craft

activltlesrelatedtotlietheme of the dgy l}afoiejojrjingthegrdwn ups iA chumh for worship and a
time to show th'e crafts whj4h theyhave mode;

lr'}~fu1y 2022 tile Church held a-', Holiday, at Home' event over two consacutlye days provldin'g food,
fellbwshlp an). entertainment for the more serifor members of tlie ci}urchifarnjly. This initiative syas

vary weil r'ecaived by parti'cipants and is likejy to befepeated.

Regular' weekday a@vttlescontinued Including a tiqurfshingpar'ejit and totldler group, Jumping

J ahri's, woman'AEi ild add woolen connect and a Men's Eellowshfp. Several Bibia stuffy groups met
rbgularly, some in, jrefson and others'online.

Tbe cj}urchdponsored 84out 6'rqup meats on the church prgrnises and when covid ragulatinns

permitted hgld tlig! r'u'ery. popujsr fairs.

Tha premises contiriued to be let out to a'wide variety of community'gmups'indludlng a'ballet schbol

and inother and. baby groups.

future planS

With effect from 2"September 20'21%enley Methddist Churdh about Simlles west of Potters Bar

became a dassof st John' s.This wa's be'cause Its membership'was le'ss than th6 minimum number

,retiuir'ed by thg Methodist church nationally to ope'rate as sep'arete church. st John's church



cquncll gssdmed overall responsibility, as managl'ng trustees, 'for the maintenance oftile buikfing

and Its' flnankes but It skill continue Td hold regular weekly wbrsiiip and other actyvlties asbefore.

Quf m'Inister for the past 12 years Rev Alisbn pacey left in Nuvember 202k to take up a post as a

'Hospital chapl'ain. A new ministeri Rev David Iebb has 'been appointed' to take pastola I'char'ge of st
John' s; albiig with sheniey, from gp september 2(122iid the Intervening period the trustees ere very
.grat'efhite odier rhlhlsteis, iricludlr%rthe'Reverends Rosemary Aetcheri Andrew proutand Sue
stilweil who are'assisting I'n the leadership of the churchincluding the conduct of worship and
pastoral care;

Churoh, ma robe ra hip

Tlie Church rhambersblpat 31st August'2021 was pg. Atk"'septbrhbdr202bfhere vreie 102
members and'during tha yeai 2 new members iolnedg rngmbers dl d and 1mefnbertesigned, 'In

addition, et s14 August 2021 there were '46 on our Cemmuiihy rail, :abner loss pf 4'Tnier the yeah

; Frqm $+septenibef 2021 the rheinbeiship Increased by g being members Transferred. from Shen1ay

MethodistrChurch: Iri additioiv there are, 16 on the, Shenley commuiilty roll.'

Nursery'playgroup

The church runs a Nursery Playgroup I,'NpG'I Tdrdhlldren from two to fouryears, ', thts is operated.
from two settings, at Oakmere Medi ln'potters'Bar and the church's own premises in Baker street.

The Nw Is register'ed'with DpsTED, 'It has a separate nianggdment board wh'Ich oversees its da'y to-
day rnanaggment'ln conjunction wit'h the setting manages alld her tekm. This board'inciucles

members of the'Cihurch council to whom It reports arid'has overgll respansib1Iity. The ob]ectlvks of
the NpG are te serve the local 'commuriltids In whldi the taiodkitings are Ipcated and to cover' its
costs. goib SbttIngsarhinspbcte'd by DFSTEO'and tiuftngtheiateat'IFISPectlonsiln2018, ' onesettlng
received an 'Ou'ts'tending" rating and the other-a 'Good' Tsthfg,

Iirfef flnanelal revfewof tiara, year

The church has two main funds. the General or uitrestrlsfgd fund svhIEhmalnteins the church 's
fabr'ld khd contiibtItesto the cost of Circuif ministry'and qtharcircult, Distr'ict and gonnekionai

{Naflon51 Ivipthodist. Church) work. Tile main restricted fund fsthe Nursery, piaygroup, .

General Punii

Income

The tihaih sourdeof Income for the Gerieral Fu'nd is the sundaykollections and related Gift Aid'

recoverable' from HMRc. The second'ma]or source ls let tings incdiuk frow use ofthe premises by
e'xternal organisations

Income from regular giving by members and Hfends held steady compared to the previdus yean
most'membersare riow donating by ntekng of regular standing orders.



Lettjngs incume fur the year fell by a further g3500 approximately as there were reshtjction son

l ettings due to covid regulations. since the year end lettings activity and income has r'everted to pre
covId leyels,

6xpaffdltura

Thd major expenditure of the church's General Fund is the assessment paid to the St Rlbans 8
yyglwyn Circuit, The fatal was%651400 and v@s tlie serac as ln the plevieuS fwo years. 'rhja

assessment is the church's. contdbutfon to tHe refnunaration and accommodation costs ofthe
iifquit'sdtipendjary mtnisters aml ouccantljbutlan towards thecosts of the wor'kof the iylethofjjst

Church nkf6onally and natlenaljy,

jte pair costs were I@War lg 2022 as1n th@ prevlOus. ye'ar to 81"August 202Q, there, had been
expendituruoiny the resuriadng bf the car pafk:

overall, the general fund incurred a loss for the year of62 574 bompalad fo a loss of66099 ln 2020.
'HOWeVerv the lOSS in 2020'Waa after taking intO aCCOunt the Coat hf rgaurfaolng df the Car Park, WhlCh

was 6769'6 The resumption of pre covid levels of ietiings in this current 20221'2Q22 yearshodjd'help
to lrrlpmvg tbg llnanclal putconte for the ygar to 81aAugust zQR2,

Nursery:playgroup

The,Nursery pjay'group had a satjsfgctoryyearfjnarldajjjr, troll, lncom'e was 6288&000, up about 2&
'with Staff corats of5243„000,up 6'Xi on'the prevlbus yegr. After tgking ihto «ccourit other costa, jt
'incurred an ppeiating surplus ofE'L0,000'before unreagsed losses pn investments were t'aken into

aCCOunt Cnmna red tn a Very Small lOSS in tiie Pf6yiOuk years

Fund balansaa.

Rs a't 51". August 2022 tile nba currpht assets of the church '6eheigl Fund weri t'9jb952 giving
'In

axcessof 6months cov'er ger expenditure The tr'ustees are bu!Idlng up addidonal reserves in the
gene@i fund beyondthe level heeded to comp'ly with the reser'vgs pbjjcy eat out belovtl; thl's is to
enkble the replacement of old sjngks, glazed windows in fhe 'churhhwhich are'ileyond repair. This
Wnrk 1k eXPeated tn be sprit Out'ln theyekr tO52nguguat 2022;

unrestricfedgunrfs

Gdne'rigel pond

dfof adk
Church;build

Vnreatr'ictetj'l' acies

tuurrent

rX
9S,952

2,299,/67;
7265

Prioryear

201c526,

7,'267

ijntprd 'I dr' niektions

Nursery'pjaygrqup 2Q,497

08 '



The!Ress'rvespolicy for the church Js tb hold in excess of Q Ndnths' average expenditure; This should

be sufficiept to meet any uriforeseeniitems of major expenditure on the church buildings'and / or to
be able to continue; in the short term, fllndingplannedactivit(es in the event of any inability' to raise

sufficlentfdnds to d!sdplarge, r((nning costs including the Ahnu pl Assessment payab(s to tha. circuit:

Basis of, preparation end legal frarneurork

The charity's annua(ihebortendeccOIJntsfe'rtheyehsended31Atjgustg02'Lhave'b'een pfeberedin
arcofgelj'ge vyitfi the'Cljaf¹'s Act 204,and the'Chadtles: S'tg(etnent q)(iei;ornmendet( practice. 2025
esappllcab(e to 'tHe Fihgnciaj Reporting standard (H5) xd2

full flame of charity: st John's Methof(ist chijrch potters Bgr,

Registration Char&tyhlumbdr. ;gt3'BQ3
Date ofrgglsbatjonl. 22BJuly 2BDB

Wa(R cdrnrnun(Cgtlnrt;addre'ss BP BakgrStreet Pottage Bar ENS 2EK

The mernbefbof'th'est Johfi's lvlethodjst church, chbfch Donne(l erg tlie Charitytfrustees. 'The

mefnberslgp is set Opt behw. .

Circ'ult IVlinisbtrs

Rev ROsemary', Fletcher
Rev Alisoh Facey, (resigned, 31n October;2D21(
Revttitdreyr Pfout

gittrch Steu&?da
Robin'Burnf

christopher Humphreys resigned (tnhilay 2BZl}
Myra SIPpei
DaVe Beat
Helengedkells,

church Treasurer
Rdbert yvkrd'

Otheg members of the Church Crounc(l

l'ster Barlovv.

David Cartgr

ROger Cioughtdn
Patricia 6rjfgth
Vaierie. Vessey
Jo Hutton

Kathryn Krausg

Step'hen graijse
David Boudoir
'Steve'Matthew's



Dawn Farmer
John Sloper
Helen Bar)nw
Vel'Pa'rke'r

Maggih Day (appOlnted 1a Iyiay 2b2'L)

David Rhodes (appqfnted te May', 2621)
Graham Phillips iappointed 1"May 202k)
LoUise gourton. (appointed 1"ffoventber 2021)

, Church Treasurer: Robert Ward ected as the print)pal officer oversee)ng the daytoday fin'social

management and hcoountlng for the Church during the yeai'.

Independent evarnlner. . Newman 4/lords, chartered Accountants, london'colney Hens AL2 Xt)A

gankers'. centra)Finance 8oard of the Methodist church
Tr'usteeg for iv) ethodist Church purpbses
.CAF genic'ltd

Airnk and Organ)aattnn

charity oh)ective'!sth work together as a local Methodist church to live put the chItlstin faith anti

&hare the good ndws of'Jeauk Cbrit in ourcprnmunhy,

. rhe purposes of the Methodlsf churdtareand shel) bg deemed orhave been slncg the Date of
kinlon the adygncement o'f.
k) The ChrlSt)dh fd)t)) In aCreerdanCe Vtith the deotrina) StaddardS and diSCipllne Of The MeihOdiSt
Ch'urc)p

b) Any 6leritab)e, fruI)POSe'fur the'trina being Of gby CrpnneX)anal, D)Str)Ct, Cirsuit, ')Otal Pr O'ther

orgariisatlon of The MethoNst Church;

c] Ange'her)tablepprpoge for the time be)rig of any sobletyor institution subsidigry or abc)llary to
The iMethodist;Church;

d) Any purpose fur the time heing of any cher)ty being a char)tysubktdIary pre nd)la'ryto The
Methodlat Churdh

Worshlpp1ng Gott through prayeh song And other'acts ofworth'ip,
"The organ)sation gn5 resourdng of I'egu'lai. public gets of woishtp open to members of the church
and non members ilikk,
That'caching of Chrfstlan)ty through sermons, ,courses and small'gr'oops:

The rdsourcingof pastpl'al wnrk induding v)S)ting the sick and bereaved,

Taking religious astemblies ihlotal schools

Promotion of Christlariity through the staging ofeVents and senrltes.

Provision of:chaplaincy services to the locel university en'd other, .institutions.



Public Benefit

wo conf)rot the trustees have had regard so the charity comrnissiori's guidgnce on publish«refit,

$tructura, Governance and, Mgnagemerit

"The governing documentfor the churchiistfi Deed of Un)on'(L9M) and Methodist church Act
{tgye)

Detailed goiiernance arrangements are outflhedwithin, the coostltu'tional pract)ce arid Disd)pline of'

the Methodist church by ader of tha aiihual «cafe'ranch (cpD),

Day to day~ariageiment of the church ls undertaken;by the. church. Leadership team along with the
Mlniste(; The trust«as are appointed by the AnriuakChurch Maetfng.

Treatise ',rratning

A rarige'cif guidsrice prdduced by Methodist'Gorinaxloh to support the effectioe running of the
church, .specrflcafly' the leafli t 'The Rale ofa Tfustee ktifhe Md& odist church'is g)ven to a'll new
cifbuit oreetirig m'ernberg ak inguctl op tb the% 'role ag Truste'e's:

Prom time to%me rnerribers ofthe Church Couricii, as manag{hjtrustees. ~ttend specifictraining
courses ruri by the circuit

Ref«ted Parties

The church la par't ofthe st Albans Welwyn Clrkuit and the Beds, Herts and igsseX District end'is also
account«hip to the iMethodisk 5&nferehce.

R{skfyfahagensant

The malbrkisks'have beeri fdantified and recorded by the church p{nahce and property cornrnlttee;
Therg is a regulai' ahriu«) yevfew progress Undeitaken «ndirecoi'de.

income and Expenditure lsbeing mpn)to red iri total arid is compared With the approved a finual

budget on a half yearly'basis to detect trends as part ofi the 'risk
man «gem ant proces« to avoid

uriforesgeri calls on res«rue«.

$afeguakd)ng

Evefy person ti«s a value and dignity whichcomes directly from thk ere«tlon of male and fern«lain
God's own image and liken'eks .chr)sti«ns see Nis potehtt«1 «s fulif) l«d by'8oit's re-creat)on df,us iri

Christ: Among oth'er thtng« this implies «dhty to value all people as be«ring the image of 6od a'nd

therefore to protest them fr'om harm, Iviethodlstcorinex)oral prestige outlines commitment tothe
following principles',

~ 'TheCare and nurture Of, 'and reSje«tfukP«Stdral miniktry Withr All Chi{dren, yOung P«OPle and

adults

~ The safegu«rding «nd protect)on of all children, youiig people and adults when they, are vulnerable



~ 'fhe sefeguardl'ng and'protection of ell children» young people and Adults when they are vulnerab1e

~ 'fiche estekiIINing. ofsafe, carihg dommuditle's which provide»a Iovfrig envirnnrnent where there, ls

informed vigilance as

tother

denggrs ofabuse,

i we will carefullyr select and train ell those with any resPonsibllltyiwith&I the church, inllnn with

safer gecruitm'ent prrnciples», including the use bf crlmingl records dlsckisures and regist'ration w'1th

,the felevant vetting and barring schemes»

. we will respond. without delay to e'verycorn jlaint made vfhlch suggeste that an educ, child nr
young persontnaY&vegegn harried, cobpi rating with tha police apcl lanai autiibrity In any
Investlggtien,

a we will seek td wort with anyone whd has suffered gb use, d eveldplng with gh'em a n 'ep'propdi ate
.ministry of Informed paatOral care,

~ We Will. seek to OhafIenge any abuse of 'power; especially, by, anyone:in g position of trust.

~ we will seek to offer pastoral care and support& including su peryision and r'eferra I to the proper
authors, to any member of ourchurch cOInrnugIty known to hgve off'ended against a chgd, yburig
person or'vuineluble educ

~ ln all;these pringiples we will follow, legfslbtlnri, ,guidance andreoo'gnisedgood practlie, St John' s
Methodist church commitsttsglf to ensiirlng the Irnplemgntatiob df conAexlonal Safeguarding.

policy, ' government legislatfon, gulilance and safe practice in thi'circuit arid ln the churches. st
John~s fvieth'odist church cornmIts itself to thePravtsion ofsu'PPortr advice and training for ilay arid

c rdainad people th'at wIII ensure, people are clear and poniideritabout their roles aitd resporisibIIlties

ln safeguarding g nil promoting the welfare of children arid gddlts who may be vulngrabie

TIIe'Trustees' report', andthefmanc! al statfnnents were. approyud:by the Chuich councllwn27e June

2022»

Robert ward
Chui ch Treasurer



St John's t))ethottfst Chttrch Fottdhs Bar

statement of Financial AclhrNee (soFA) for ttte year endetl s4 August 2021
'R4strfotad

Notes to Oestgnatod Otlter Euad TOTAI. Tourt prior
tha general Fund 'Fiihds ines, bfoted Nurswy year 2020- year 2019-

-eooounts f~df fnsrostdpted) Fuhdir playgrouii sl21 2020
t 2 2 t

In penis
1 OBerlngs

2 OonsBunb

S,Ggt sld

4 )iiterjii!t inid rnresbrwrd Inoome

5 Nurser pbrigrolurpees
6 Ihtslnat p!99hlssBons
7 QBmr nhsittibls brnpnw
87~l Bib orna

FJtp anil Itttre
.9 Clrouit nesebsmoiit or sham

10 Orsnts, and dormuone

11 Propwty melnteriahbo

02 Insurenno, u585os eto
13 Nuirwry Flsygmup staff ousia

44 OIBoe expenses
15 Other. IotpemNure,

!I8

Internal

nrganlsptlons
17Tdsf charitable expenditure
'13Gi~) on nioiistwy bweslmshts
19ordhs)4trxunrs) onbhrestmbnt properties
20 Nst. thou!he)foxpe'nrhtuie)

24 Tmrwfom bsbvaeh funds,

22OBw Bansg
'

s)
23 Net mr0050Isht lh ftmda

24 Totsl funds brou jiht forwset
25 Tutel fundrootifed forward

:6!egal'
.93 42

tfei6g4,
h)ptb4'

8'9/'

1

tB 452 67809
'7 49tt' ' ll,'802 8,182

19,834
,18;@ ' put 1,718

&@ii48. 262,8tul

!!208,
' . :; - 'I.)Itft4: 'I,'701

're%1' 15,445
'lg 7,716 283,48337 720 .364,072

'Btr'IBB Bae00
3,964

f
;.",@]4244)', Bit

8'rlifif . . 14' 1'

Iift;Bitt: ' 886,

1 880 042 753

98r698
'fe,023.

228u274
'5,978

42,744

TI246
591208

0
=17448 10 B,BSB 28IBS2 ill119 30,235

0
0

~ tl74 . 40 886 41,'848 t19 30
'ip'tj 0

'

":Sgfjett'
' ' 77+ '

'TTBBS7 '+ptf83 2622'
'962 307,034 .6;824 426,346 2 5S'7 062 2 86S971
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Robert Ward Church Traasutar



st soho'a Methodist church potter's sar

Notes to the Accounts fbr year'to 31Augu'ag 2Q21

2:gas)S of aacogntlqg

The f)nanc)e) statements have been prepared underthe. charities Act 20'&inaccordancg with the
2Q14 ver'slob of Abcodntlng and Reporting by charities: stateinent'of Redo rninen'ded I'.raclice (s'QRp)

appllcableto charftiasprepafing their acoaunts in accordance with B6292-. thechgiitiessDRP
,(FRNII2] a'nd tahln'g Abtg Of that) pdate Bulletin 1,isSued in 2QS.

'2, 6olbg concern

TII e Trtuaees ha'va assessed whether the use of th'ef)ding cong urn'basis ia appropriate add fiave
cdbsidensd pox)hie events oi conditions that iglght cast dbugf on the atiility

'of the Church to
contihtte ass golng coitcem, ,As exylayned in the Trustees Annodl Report, Since the, year, end, the
global pgndemic arid, gpre'ad:of CDYID'-x0'ha's sever'ely impacte'd, many e'conomfes throughout tfig
world, The Trustaeg hgve assessed thg idrpact covtd. 29 may. have an the church's fdiecast and

pro)ecdons andbave made this assess'ment fbs a period of at least one year froln the date of
a'ppiov)ng tflesefihancial statam'ants. The trdsl'ees'have conc)bdgd thethe church fias gufgclent
msources to continue in operational 'existence fdf the fordageg big futuie and' consequently lt ls:

apprepriateto cohtihueto adopt the going concerri basta In'preparing its'financial statemerlts,

The funds' held constitute the followidg-:"6enera I Funds held for any purpose of th'e Cliurch which are
UnreStrTCted. Reatr)ctedfurtdSWliloh erdhdld furs narrOWer PurP'OcSe. Yh'ere are nOEndOWrrient

funds. Details of each materi'al fund drd disclosed in the final note ep these accobnts. 'Any funds may
'be;r'epr'e'sented by mgie than j'uat caah

4 Ascounting pellclas

Bails

These accounts have been prepared:on'the, 'basis ofbistorical cost, egcept that'investmahts are
shown at their market value at the end ofithe, year, dri the, acrruals basis to showa true and fair view

ofthe Dhurehtsflnanc)al Posit)on andactivities,

&nCOming ifteSOurCes

Incomd Is included In t)fe Statemeht of Pinancial Acilvlties ($DRA) &hen the Church becomes e'ntltled

to.the resources, and the giustees are reasonably certain they Will receive the resoufces end tbe:
rnonetar'y valug c'an be measured with su'fficient reliability,

Resourcesgxpended

Thik is fecognised wile R a liability Is hicuired, oi' a constructive qbllggtlon arises, that results ln the

payment being'unavoidable. Liabilities are recognised as soon es an oUtflow of economic benefit is

consldere'drnore likelythannot undei the legal or rorgliucliverrbllgatlun connnlttlng the church tu

,pay out resouibes.



6rants and donations

Dobations made by tile Churdh from its ovvn funds are recogriised in full at the t'imeof agreement or
when 'the Church a&rants that there Is a legs'I or+perational @bligatlon to make the paymant,

VAT'

Since the Church'is not VAT registered, a II input VAT Is bharged with the qxpanses tu which it refers,

Investments

Inuanuary z013 675000frcim the playgroup Fund uvas invested In «corporate Bond with the central
giriance soanf ofthe'Methodist church via the Truktees fur, ivihthqdist cflu'rph purpuses. 'Dividends

received ln the year are credited to the soFA abtf ttre uiiraallsed gain or loss o'n the rnu&ket value of
the buiid at tba yeai and lsshown saparat'ely orithe 5oFAas a gain' or loss on'r'oonetary

Investmants. ,

Deters and prapaymentS

Debtor'8;Include Gift Aid applibable to tea'latter part of the Ananclaf year receivable froln. HIvlitc.

prepayments include amouats paidin advanse for Irisurauce, dtherservtcesand the circuit
ass'essment.

Creditor rs

creditors inctude, pAYE tax'due to RMIlc for salaries pa'id. in August 2N1, rant payabia for tlie
'Nursery FIaygrdup premises gt oakmere 3chool and professional fees incurred but npt. billed,

6:Pa~ant tu'Tirusteis

There Wire no payments made tb trustees for adtlitiorial serviceatsrovided to the Churqh; Thisalso
appli'esto the previous year.

6 Anafysls of Income and Fxpendlture

, Other Chafltable'Incolne 2021 E ',zuzuk

letting's

Jumping�

)bhn'a-toddlers
6,953 11,615. '

Fees.fur Weddinga and funeraIS 1'319'
, 1j075

''char es
ipundraisih' . '0

5uhd

98 i

369 l

i 'Totah General Fund SpgZ1 '13 5,

Expen'dtture

Pru maintenance
'ite irxand maihtenance
'jul ment

Projetty Im pruyenteut,

uar ark fesuifaclri-

Zuzf, g , zuzag
3,'533 4363

432 1,551
0 7(696
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internal'

i asganisaaons

Aestrtctadr
.I ties

'fatale '2,'522, 558 574,718 t25L752l laig .

01 7017

2&$57';952

2L ltelated party transettienS

tlurlng the year the fgllgyrlrig payment was made. tb the st Albens welyryn'circuit as econtribution

towards ttie remuneration. and. accommodation. costs of the Circuit's'stipendiary ministers end e
contribution. towards the cost of the wort of.the Methodist church regionally and nationally,

2020

5t Albens yyehiyyn circuit .f65,'400

12for informatfonnnliumoney ~fviid anil passed ohto esternai orgaritsations,

Balance'brou' ht forurerd from'lest
'

ar

, '2020/,

.2

2%9/
0020

Qffer'Ings, / Ifts received for external grganisetiont, "I;580
off'eiin Ifts assed'to eternal br'ganhatibns '7 424

204Ba anus carried forsrard

5570
I (5157



blame ofChurch ...St John's Methodist Church Pctters Bar
No 341805„„,.„.

„

l3eclsrstions and Scrutiny

l,corNrm that these accruala4ased. accounts foi-the year to'3'l. August 2020 have been. prepared
from tha records of the Church and that they iinciud'e, all funds under the control of the Church
tru, sties.

Signature of;treasurer ... .. Qate 24a June. 2022

Name arid 'address of, 'treasurer . .Robert wsrd

8t John's Meth+fist Chuidh Baiter Street Potters Bar""" .""'"..................„..........,Post CcdeiEhi6 2', ...., ..... „„

Preeantatlon tc. tiie Cltureh truetes s

l confirm that the anrtua'(. rspo'rt'anWaqdourita for the;yearehdad 31 August 2021 we&will. be'
.preserited to the rhaetlng 0f the church trustees held on'2W Jurie 2022. .......:....., ,.

SigNatureaf'the Chair oftherneettng ... ,......,. ...„.„.„.„.....„,. . .„,.... .., . ..,..„,.„„...
„„„

hlaihaof the Chaifiof the meeting ..... ,.....Rev Andrew Prost .....„,.„..... Date June
2022 „yt. ~ . ~~, sv+ ~ c

In&yendent Examiner's Report to the 'frttstees af the

$t John's INethodist Chttreh, Isottens Bar

Charity Number 1430833

Responslkiilities arid basis of report

I report to the, trustees on my. exariiination of the accounts of: the. St Jdhn's Methodist Church
Potters Bar for the year ended 81 August 2021 set out or} pages 1 te 6, .As the Church's
trustees, you:are responsible. for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with the
r@uirernents df the'Chariti'es Act 2011 (,'the Act'}.

I 'report in respect of my examination of 'the Ch'urch's aooourita c!rrled out under sectibn 145 of the
Act and, , in cariyihg out rhy examination, I have followed all the applicable Direcgohs giverr by the
charity comm'lesion under secbon '445(5}(b}of the Acf.



.delete or circle as appropriate

Name of Church .....;St,Jdhri's Mi5thodist Church, Potters ear
.-„...... ......., .......,.....„....„,, ..., .„„..., ,.„„,.„.„..., .... No, ,341305... ,.

Independent Kxatnineris statement

IThe church's gross income. exceeded 8256,000 arid' I am flu'alifie4 to undertake the e&tamlriation

:by being aqifalifjedmembercf, VjVa ~WdTIW'Oa ae' Cital r rOeD A4~4% HlO

.I have completetf my exarnifiatlon. ,
I' confirm that rio material rhstters'have corrie to my attention in

corineqtion with the examination (other than that rflsciosed below, ")' which give iris causa to 18liave
,'that ln, any material respe4

~ the accouritidg records were'not kept in ascoldance with sectlgn139 of the Act; or
~ 'the, 'account54o. riot accord'with the. acriountirig records', .or
~ the, accounts do,not comply with the appiicwbla requirenients concerning the form arid canterit

of'accounts set out fn the CIIaitties gbcoonts arid Reports) Ragulatibns 2008 othe'r than any

raqufieiiient titat th8 acro'urits q'Ive a'itr tie and fair' v)evy, which is note matter considered as

pari of ap'Independerit exam)nation
e tfie trilstee8'ah'nual ireprirt Is not consistent with the accounts

I shave no concerns:and, 'have come.across no other:matters in.corinection with the exatnlriation to

which atte'ntion should be drawn in this report in order to arabia. a proper understandirig of flic
sccodrits 'to ibe reached,

I have/have not' obtairiad independ'erit varificatioh bf all investfnehts with:the Trustees for

Iylethodist church' purposes or held in oth'er trusts, barik tlafancas, and funds at the Gentral

Finarice iBoaid' t&f th'e Methodist church vilhich ara individually ln exosss ofK10'009 (tari thousarid

pound's) at fhe'baiarice sheet date.

Signature of independent eXaininer

iName Of indepen'dent eXaininer MAOTPf. .&W,QA-VH;. 804%+..,.,:......„...,.....

Relevarit'professional quallsatlon, of Independent e'xarriinef CHRON. .A&. ,o&.'.st.X

Name of firm &where appropriate) LVEWPLAsH. ..,85?lV I5...4~IT@?.,„„,„,..., .„,. ..., .

Address V4LkKH~TaH. .Ao, uS4
f

o.75-c275 Hg&8 ~T; gy~
„CP&H&"...,.„HECW..... ....... ....... ........ , .........., ............„,Post Code 42, .16'A.

oa~e dS/o. kf&3k
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St John's Methodist Church Potters Bar.

Annual report of the trustees for the year to 31"August 2020

Introduction

We are governed according to the "Constitutional Practice and Discipline of the Methodist Church".

The Church is located in Potters Bar and within the Methodist Church in the UK we belong to the St

Albans lk Welwyn Circuit, which is in turn part of the Bedfordshire, Essex and Hertfordshire District,

Our Governing body is the Church Council which meets at least three times per year. There are

committees of this Council which oversee matters such as Property and Finance, Pastoral, Outreach,

Communications and the Nursery Playgroup.

Aims and objectives

The Church serves people from both Potters Bar and its surrounding villages. It aims to work

together to live out the Christian faith and share the good news of Jesus Christ in the local

community.

Review of Church activities for the year to 31"August 2020

Up until the Covid-19 lockdown in March 2020 the church family met every Sunday for worship.

There was a monthly, creative church Sunday where families could explore the Christian faith using

various craft activities before joining the rest of the congregation for worship, There was a monthly

service of Holy Communion and regular parade services for the Scout Group, which meets on the

Church premises. The monthly Sunday evening more informal Cafe Worship has been greatly

appreciated by both members and visitors. There were regular Bible study and house groups and a

mid-week service of Holy Communion was held each month.

Outreach and community activities included a parent and toddler group - Jumping Johns, Junior

Youth Club, Women's Guild, Women's Connect (a fellowship group for women of all ages) and Men

Out Tonight (a men's fellowship group).

Sadly due to Covid-19 regulations the Church was closed from March until the last week in July 2020,

which meant we had to put many of our activities on hold. Some groups like Women's Connect,

Men out Tonight and the Friday Bible Study Group managed to meet regularly online. During this

time our pastoral system also made sure that our members and adherents, particularly the elderly,

didn't feel lonely and isolated. Up until the end of July everyone received by email or by hand a

weekly newsletter and a copy of a weekly service. From Easter onwards an online version of the

weekly service has been available on the church's website. Those who were unable to get to church

still received a copy of the weekly service. Since we are not allowed to hold informal fellowship after

Sunday services under Covid -19 regulations we have continued to host an after service coffee 'catch

up' via Zoom.

From Sunday 26'" July 2020 the Church re-opened for weekly Sunday worship. We have observed all

the health and safety guidelines and with social distancing we can fit 70 people in to church.



Future plans

Future plans are to some extent constrained by the restrictions place upon public gatherings by
Covid-19 regulations. The Church Council has been keen to resume worship and other activities
where possible within the rules set out by the Government and after very careful planning and risk
assessments. For example for our Harvest Festival on 4"October 2020 the Church was full with 69
people attending,

The premises have been let out to community and other groups for a variety of purposes including a
ballet school and a slimming club. Some of these activities have been able to resume after initial
Covid restrictions.

The Outreach Committee has been reconstituted to focus more clearly on new opportunities for
reaching out to the wider community,

Finally the Church members are extremely grateful to the Circuit Superintendent Minister, Rev
Rosemary Fletcher, for her help and support during the year.

Church membership

The Church membership at 31st August 2020 was 102.At 1"September 2019 there were 106
members and during the year 1 new member joined, 3 members died and 2 members resigned or
transferred their membership as a result of relocation. In addition at 31"August 2020 there were 49
on our community roll, a net reduction of 4 over the year.

Nursery Playgroup

The Church runs a Nursery Playgroup ('NPG'j for children from two to four years; this is operated
from two settings, at Oakmere School in Potters Bar and the Church's own premises in Baker Street.

The NPG is registered with OFSTED. It has a separate management board which oversees its day to
day management in conjunction with the setting manager and her team. This board includes

members of the Church Council to whom it reports and has overall responsibility. The objectives of
the NPG are to serve the local communities in which the two settings are located and to cover its

costs. Both settings are inspected by OFSTED and during the latest inspections, in 2018, one setting

received an 'Outstanding' rating and the other a 'Good' rating.

Both settings had to close during the lockdown from March 2020 but reopened in June 2020 after

carrying out the necessary risk assessments and ensuring compliance the Government Covid

regulations.

Brief financial review of the year

The Church has two main funds. The General or unrestricted fund which maintains the Church's

fabric and contributes to the cost of Circuit ministry and other Circuit, District and Connexional

(National Methodist Church) work. The main restricted fund is the Nursery Playgroup.



General Fund

Income

The main source of income for the General Fund is the Sunday collections and related Gift Aid

recoverable from HMRC. The second major source is lettings income from use of the premises by

external organisations.

Income from regular giving declined by E4,200, a reduction of about 7/o, compared with the

previous year reflecting a small reduction in membership and the closure of the Church for several

months because of the lockdown. In addition the Church received several one off donations from

members and friends.

Lettings income for the year fell by E6,751 as no lettings could take place from March 2020 due to

the national lockdown. External lettings did not resume until September 2020.

Expenditure

The major expenditure of the Church's General Fund is the assessment paid to the St Albans Ik

Welwyn Circuit. The total was f65,400 and was the same as in the previous year. This assessment is

the Church's contribution to the remuneration and accommodation costs of the Circuit's stipendiary

ministers and our contribution towards the costs of the work of the Methodist Church regionally and

nationally.

The car park was resurfaced at a cost of F7,696; the poor condition of its surface was reported on in

the quinquennial inspection of the premises in 2019.The resurfacing has also addressed a safety

concern about the poor condition of the old surface as well as improving the appearance of the area.

Other property repair costs were lower in 2020 mainly as a result of lower routine repair costs for

the flat roof.

Overall the general fund incurred a loss for the year of E6,099, compared to a surplus of E6,490 in

2019. However, this loss was after taking into account the cost of resurfacing of the car park,

referred to above, which was E7,696.

Nursery Playgroup

The Nursery Playgroup had a fairly satisfactory year financially considering the period of closure as a

result of the Covid pandemic. Total income was 6252,000, down 4N, with staff costs of 6228,000,
only marginally up on the previous year. After taking into account other costs, which were lower in

2020, it incurred a small operating loss of 6221 before unrealised gains on investments were taken

into account compared to a surplus of E4,000 in the previous year.

We were fortunate that Hertfordshire County Council, who fund over 80/o of the hours pupils spend

at the two settings, maintained funding at pre lockdown levels throughout the financial year.



Fund balances

As at 31"August 2020 the net current assets of the Church General Fund were 6101,526 giving over
10 months cover for expenditure. The trustees are building up additional reserves in the general
fund beyond the level needed to comply with the reserves policy set out below; this is to enable
the replacement, in due course, of old single glazed windows in the Church which are beyond repair.

Unrestricted funds Current
year f

Prior year

General Fund

Designated funds
Church buildings

Unrestricted legacies
Restricted funds

101,526 107,625

2,299,767 2,299,767
7,257

'

7,527

Internal organisations 578 1,126
Nursery Playgroup

Legacies

Total funds

113,497 112,764
208 206

~2522 83 ~2529 015

Reserves

The Reserves Policy for the Church is to hold in excess of 6 months' average expenditure. This should
be sufficient to meet any unforeseen items of major expenditure on the Church buildings and / or to
be able to continue, in the short term, funding planned activities in the event of any inability to raise
sufficient funds to discharge running costs including the Annual Assessment payable to the Circuit.

Basis of preparation and legal framework

The Charity's annual report and accounts for the year ended 31 August 2019 have been prepared in

accordance with the Charities Act 2011 and the Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice 2015
as applicable to the Financial Reporting Standard(FRS) 102

Full Name of Charity: St John's Methodist Church Potters Bar
Registration Charity Number: 1130633
Date of registration: 21"July 2009
Main communication address: 67 Baker Street Potters Bar EN6 2EX

The members of the St John's Methodist Church, Church Council are the Charity Trustees. The

membership is set out below.

Circuit Ministers
Rev Rosemary Fletcher
Rev Alison Facey
Rev Andrew Prout



Church Stewards
Robin Burns

Christopher Hum phreys

Myra Sloper
Gill Hutley (resigned January 2020)

Dave Best
Helen Jeckells (appointed May 2020)

Church Treasurer
Robert Ward

Other members of the Church Council

Peter Barlow

David Carter

Roger Croughion
Patricia Griffith

Valerie Vessey

Jo Hutton

Kathryn Krause

Stephen Krause

David Bowler

Steve Matthews
Dawn Fenner

John Sloper
Helen Barlow

Val Parker (appointed 15~ September 2020)

Church Treasurer. Robert Ward acted as the principal officer overseeing the day to day financial

management and accounting for the Church during the year.

Independent examiner. Newman Morris, Chartered Accountants, London Colney Herts AL2 1HA

Bankers: Central Finance Board of the Methodist Church

Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes

CAF Bank Itd

Aims and organisation

Charity objective is to work together as a local Methodist Church to live out the Christin faith and

share the good news of Jesus Christ in our community.

"The purposes of the Methodist Church are and shall be deemed to have been since the Date of

Union the advancement of:
a) The Christian faith in accordance with the doctrinal standards and discipline of The Methodist

Church;

b) Any charitable purpose for the time being of any Connexional, District, Circuit, focal or other

organisation of The Methodist Church;



c) Any charitable purpose for the time being of any society or institution subsidiary or ancillary to
The Methodist Church;

d) Any purpose for the time being of any charity being a charity subsidiary or ancillary to The
Methodist Church

Worshipping God through prayer, song and other acts of worship.
"The organisation and resourcing of regular public acts of worship open to members of the church
and non members alike.
The leaching of Christianity through sermons, courses and small groups.
The resourcing of pastoral work including visiting the sick and bereaved.

Taking religious assemblies in local schools.

Promotion of Christianity through the staging of events and services.

Provision of chaplaincy services to the local university and other institutions.

Public Benefit

We confirm the trustees have had regard to the Charity Commission's guidance on public benefit.

Structure, Governance and Management

"The governing document for the Church is the Deed of Union (1932)and Methodist Church Act

(1976)

Detailed governance arrangements are outlined within the Constitutional Practice and Discipline of
the Methodist Church by order of the annual conference (CPD).

Day to day management of the Church is undertaken by the Church Leadership team along with the
Minister. The trustees are appointed by the Annual Church Meeting.

Trustee Training

A range of guidance produced by Methodist Connexion to support the effective running of the
Church, specifically the leaflet 'The Role of a Trustee in The Methodist Church' is given to all new

Circuit meeting members as induction to their role as trustees.

From time to time members of the Church Council, as managing trustees, attend specific training

courses run by the Circuit.

Related Parties

The Church is part of the St Albans Welwyn Circuit and the Beds, Herts and Essex District and is also

accountable to the Methodist Conference.

Risk Management

The major risks have been identified and recorded by the Church Finance and Property Committee.

There is a regular annual review process undertaken and recorded.



Income and Expenditure is being monitored in total and is compared with the approved annual

budget on a half yearly basis to detect trends as part of the risk management process to avoid

unforeseen calls on reserves.

Safeguarding

Every person has a value and dignity which comes directly from the creation of male and female in

God's own image and likeness. Christians see this potential as fulfilled by God's re-creation of us in

Christ. Among other things this implies a duty to value all people as bearing the image of God and

therefore to protect them from harm. Methodist Connexional practice outlines commitment to the

following principles:

~ The care and nurture of, and respectful pastoral ministry with, all children, young people and

adults

o The safeguarding and protection of all children, young people and adults when they are vulnerable

o The establishing of safe, caring communities which provide a loving environment where there is

informed vigilance as to the dangers of abuse.

~ We will carefully select and train all those with any responsibility within the Church, in line with

Safer Recruitment principles, including the use of criminal records disclosures and registration with

the relevant vetting and barring schemes.

We will respond without delay to every complaint made which suggests that an adult, child or

young person may have been harmed, cooperating with the police and local authority in any

investigation,

o We will seek to work with anyone who has suffered abuse, developing with them an appropriate

ministry of informed pastoral care.

~ We will seek to challenge any abuse of power, especially by anyone in a position of trust.

o We will seek to offer pastoral care and support, including supervision and referral to the proper

authorities, to any member of our church community known to have offended against a child, young

person or vulnerable adult.

In all these principles we will follow legislation, guidance and recognised good practice. St John' s

Methodist Church commits itself to ensuring the implementation of Connexional Safeguarding

Policy; government legislation, guidance and safe practice in the circuit and in the churches. St

John's Methodist Church commits itself to the provision of support, advice and training for lay and

ordained people that will ensure people are clear and confident about their roles and responsibilities

in safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and adults who may be vulnerable.

The Trustees' report and the financial statements were ap~rop erf by the ChJtrch Council on 22"'

February 2021. .~'pg /~/~ J
l..'

Rev Alison Facey Robert Ward

Minister Church Treasurer



Total
2019-20

Statement of Financial Activities (SOFA) for the year ended 31 August 2020
Rest/lcteci

Notes to Designated Other Fund
the General Fund Funds Restricted Nursery

accounts (Unrestricted) (unrestricted) Funds Playgroup
2 2 2 f

Prior Year
2018-19

f
Income
1 Offerings

2 Donations

3 Giflaid

4 Interest and investment income

5. Nursery Playgroup Fees
8 Internal organisations

7 Other charitable income
8 Total Income

57,809
8, 'I 62

18,534
586

15,445
88,838

62

82

1,701

1,063
252,606

67,809
6,162

'I 8,634
1,715

252,606
1,701

15,445
1,703 263,869 364,072

62009
7790

13359
2,240

251533
3591

24796
375,318

Expenditure
9 Circuit assessmeni or share
10 Grants and donations

11 Property maintenance

12 Insurance, utilities etc
13 Nursery Playgroup staff costs
14 OI6ce expenses
15 Other expenditure

16 Internal organisatlons
17 Total charitable expenditure
18 Gains/(losses) on monetary investments

19 Gains/(losses) on investment properties
20 Net income/(expenditure)

21 Transfers between funds

22 Other gains/(losses)
23 Net movement ln funds

24 Total funds brought forward
25 Total funds carried forward

65,400
3,951

27,536
14,155

3,487
2,912

117,441

235
50

285
1,246
1,246

65,400
3,951

28,698
15,023

228,271

6,978
12,741
1,246

1,0B2

868
228,271

2,256
9,779

242,235 351,208

-18,803
1 2,704

-6,099
107,625 2,307,294
101,526 2,307,024

1,332 112,764 2,529,0'l5
786 113,497 2,622,833

954 854
0

-223 457 12,387 -6,182
47 - 1,003 - 11,654 0

0
-270 -546 733 -6,182

65400
3429

24578
16896

227797
4537

19010
3233

364,880
4503

0
14943

0
0

14941
2534074
2529015



St John's ggethodtst Church Potters Bsr 341305

Balance Sheet as at 31 August 2020

Notes to the

Accounbt

GeneralFund
(Unrestricted)

Designated
Funds

(Unrestricted)

Restricted
Funds

Restricted
funds

Nursery
Plavnroup

Totals 2020 Totals 2019

Fixed Assets
Church building snd other property

Investment properties

Investments

Tofal lixed assets

2,299,767

2, 299,787

2.299,767

0 0 2,299,767

2,299,767

2,299,767

Current Assets

Debtors and prepayments 12,623 2,389 15,012 23,621

Investments mth Tiucp
Central Finance Board Deposits

Cash at Bank and in hand

Total current assets
Current liabitities
creditors {due in under I year)

Grants payable within 2018-19

Total current liabilities

Net current sssetsilsbglties

82,395

7,282

102.300

771

771

101,529

7,256

7,256

7,256

209

579

788

788

84, 073

19,062

12,413

117,937

4,444

4,444

113,493

91,538
101.457
20.274

228,281

5,215

5,215
223,066

89,621

106,599

21,724

241,565

12,318

12,318
229,247

Total assets less currenl liabilities 101,529 2,307,023 T88 113,493 2,522,833 2, 529,014

Long term liabilities

(due after more than one year)
Grants payable after2018-19
Loans to the Church

Net assets 101,529 2,307,023 788 113,493 2,522,833 2,529,014

Funds of the Church

General Fund (Unrestncted)

Designated Funds (Unrestricted)

Total UnresVlcted Funds
Restricted Funds

101,529

2,307,023

788

101,529

2,307,023

2,408,562

788

2RI07, 39T

7,526

2,414,923

2 731
Restricted Furids Nursety Pieygroup

Total Funds
113,493 113,493

101,529 2,307,023 708 113,493 2,522,833

1'I1,360

2,529,014

Signed
~ j

g/ J IrxtyrcJ

Robert Ward Church Treasurer



St John's Methodist Church Potters Bar

Notes to the Accounts for year to 31 August 2020

1 Basis of accounting

The financial statements have been prepared under the Charities Act 2011 in accordance with the
2014 version of Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice (SORP)
applicable to charities preparing their accounts in accordance with FRS102- the Charities SORP
(FRS102) and taking note of the Update Bulletin 1 issued in 2016.

2 Going concern

The Trustees have assessed whether the use of the going concern basis is appropriate and have
considered possible events or conditions that might cast doubt on the ability of the Church to
continue as a going concern. As explained in the Trustees Annual Report, since the year end the
global pandemic and spread of COVID-19 has severely impacted many economies throughout the
world. The Trustees have assessed the impact Covid-19 may have on the Church's forecast and
projections and have made this assessment for a period of at least one year from the date of
approving these financial statements. The trustees have concluded that the Church has sufficient
resources to continue in operational existence for the foreseeable future and consequently it is
appropriate to continue to adopt the going concern basis in preparing its financial statements.

9 Funds

The funds held constitute the following: General Funds held for any purpose of the Church which are
Unrestricted. Restricted funds which are held for a narrower purpose. There are no Endowment
funds. Details of each material fund are disclosed in the final note to these accounts, Any funds may
be represented by more than just cash.

4 Accounting policies

Basis

These accounts have been prepared on the basis of historical cost, except that investments are
shown at their market value at the end of the year, on the accruals basis to show a true and fair view
of the Church's financial position and activities.

Incoining Resources

Income is included in the Statement of Financial Activities (SOFA) when the Church becomes entitled
to the resources, and the trustees are reasonably certain they will receive the resourcesi and the
monetary value can be measured with sufficient reliability.

Resources Expended

This is recognised when a liability is incurred, or a constructive obligation arises, that results in the
payment being unavoidable. Liabilities are recognised as soon as an outflow of economic benefit is

considered more likely than not under the legal or constructive obligation committing the Church to
pay out resources.



Grants and donations

Donations made by the Church from its own funds are recognised in full at the time of agreement or

when the Church accepts that there is a legal or operational obligation to make the payment.

VAT

Since the Church is not VAT registered, all input VAT is charged with the expenses to which it refers.

Investments

In January 2017 E75,000 from the Playgroup Fund was invested in a Corporate Bond with the Central

Finance Board of the Methodist Church via the Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes. Dividends

received in the year are credited to the SOFA and the unrealised gain or loss on the market value of

the bond at the year-end is shown separately on the SOFA as a gain or loss on monetary

investments.

Debtors and Pre payments

Debtors include Gift Aid applicable to the fatter part of the financial year receivable from HMRC and

a refund due from Hertfordshire County Council in respect of an overpayment for goods supplied.

Prepayments include amounts paid in advance for insurance, other services and the Circuit

assessment.

Creditors

Creditors include, PAYE tax due to HMRC for salaries paid in August 2020, rent payable for the

Nursery Playgroup premises at Oakmere School and professional fees incurred but not billed.

5 Payment to Trustees

There were no payments made to trustees for additional services provided to the Church. This also

applies to the previous year.

6 Analysis of Income and Expenditure

Other Charitable Income 2020 E 2019 E

lettings

Jumping John's - toddlers

Fees for weddings and funerals

Copying charges
Fund raising

Sundry

Total: General Fund

Nursery Playgroup fund- grants
Total

11,615 18,366
1,646 2,556
1,075 685

642 1,160
98 542
369 1,337

15,445 24,646
150

15,445 24,796

Expenditure

Property maintenance

Repairs and maintenance

2020 6 2019 E

4,363 9,640
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outreach
worker

Restricted".

Nursery

playgroup

112,764 253669 (242236) 954 (11654) 113,497

Restricted:
Internal

organisations

1,126 1,701 (1,246) (1,003) 578

Restricted:
legacies

Totals

206

2,529,015 354072 (361208)

208

0 2,522,833

11.Related party transactions

During the year the following payment was made to the St Albans Welwyn Circuit as a contribution

towards the remuneration and accommodation costs of the Circuit's stipendiary ministers and a

contribution towards the cost of the work of the Methodist Church regionally and nationally.

2020 2019

St Albans Welwyn Circuit 665,400 665,400

12 for information only: money received and passed onto external organisations.

Balance brought forward from last year
Offerings /gifts received for external organisations
Offerings /gifts passed to external organisations
Balance carried forward

2019/20
(211)

(5157)

2018/19 6

(157)
11,867
(11,921)

(211)



Name of Church, .. . . .St John's Methodist Church Potters Bar No. . .341305.. . ..

Declarations and Scrutiny

I confirm that these accruals-based accounts for the year to 31 August 2020 have been prepared
from the records of the Church and that they include all funds under the control of the Church
trustees.

Signature of treasurer /6 M 2.2(
Date. . . .. . . . . .. . ... ... . .... . ..

Name and address of treasurer ... ... Robert Ward C/o St John's Methodist Church Baker Street
Potters Bar EN6 Post Code. . . EN6 2DZ. „.. . .. . ... .. .

Presentation to the Church trustees

l confirm that the annual report and accounts for the year ended 31 August 2020 were/~*
presented to the meeting of the Church trustees held on 22" February 2021

Signature of the Chair of the me ting ... . ..g/(7Atmf.
Name of the Chair of the meeting .. . . . . Rev Alison Facey. .. Date .. ik'. J.k.(~.(.. .. .



Independent Examiner's Report

To the Trustees of the St John's Methodist Church Potters Bar

I report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts of the St John's Methodist
Church Potters Bar for the year ended 31 August 2020, which are set out on pages 9 to 14.

Responsibilities and basis of report

As the charity trustees of the Trust you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts
in accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act 2011('the Act'). The Church
Trustees consider that an audit is not required for this year under section 144 (2) of the
Charities Act 2011 (the Act) and that an independent examination is needed.

I report in respect of my examination of the Trustee's accounts carried out under section
145 of the 2011Act and in carrying out my examination I have followed all the applicable
Directions given by the Charity Commission under section 145(5)(b) of the 2011Act.

Independent examiner's statement

I have completed my examination. I confirm that no material matters have come to my
attention in connection with the examination giving me cause to believe that in any material
respect:

(1) accounting records were not kept in respect of the Trust as required by section 130 of
the Act; or

(2) the accounts do not accord with those records; or

(3) the accounts do not comply with the applicable requirements concerning the form and
content of accounts set out in the Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008
other than any requirement that the accounts give a 'true and fair view' which is not a
matter considered as part of an independent examination.

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the
examination to which attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper
understanding of the accounts to be reached.

Name: C HR(..5 I ~PH L~~ +4L~t &

Relevant professional qualification or C (4V i.f2 t L~LLJ 4» o g g iWMY .

membership of professional body (if any): ~~h))P
'H HOUSE-

gOPW)

Address:
HE TOE%
DWELL))4G H SH)G

Date: tp/Q g j@DQ ( 2
OOH Co

p,LOt4 A)2 1H.
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