
Review of the Year 

 

Proverbs 3:5-6 Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all 

your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight 

 

This is the first review for three years which has been written when were able to worship for some part of 

the year without Covid-19 restrictions. At the time of the last review, it was expected that restrictions 

relating to meeting as a worshipping community would be removed. In practice these restrictions were in 

force in some form or another for a considerably longer period that was originally expected. A significant 

part of the past year therefore saw services being held both on-line and in person. Although we were able 

to celebrate Christmas together without many restrictions additional constraints were reintroduced for 

January, although thankfully these were only for a short period of time. 

 

Once these were lifted fully, we decided to stop livestreaming our services and now post a recorded service 

later in the day. We took this decision in order to remove any part of the service before we post it to protect 

those children who attend should we need to. We also established a new church at 4 service reflecting a 

different style of worship to the main morning worship. 

  

We have, however, continued some of the activities started at the beginning of Covid restrictions. We will 

still continue to meet weekly for a zoom Bible study for the foreseeable future and post prayers on 

Facebook daily at 10 a.m.  

 

The Hub has been able to open without restriction and as part of this we made the decision to take 

payments by way of credit and debit cards. This has helped with those who are booking the Hub for parties 

and has also increased the average amount spent by a family when they visit the Hub. The work on how 

we more fully integrate the Hub and the work that goes on there of seeking to serve its community into the 

church is an ongoing initiative. Prior to his leaving to take us a new position at Lee Abbey Mark Scyner 

was volunteering and working at the Hub for a day a week to lead this effort. It is planned that once 

someone has been appointed to lead out youth and children’s work that they will help us in shaping this 

vision.  

 

Whilst we continued the summer family picnics in Blenheim Gardens begun during lockdown we were 

also able to recommence our youth and children’s work at the church this year. Both the Youth Club and 

Firestarters on Sundays have seen both returning and new people attending. No review of the year would 

be complete without acknowledging the work done with our youth and children by Mark Scyner. Mark left 

his role as a trustee and his employment at MBC at the end of July but during his time at MBC he has been 

both a source of stability for our youth and has modelled Christian love to them. It is true to say that Mark 

will be impossible to replace and that the work he has done has shaped the youth and children’s work at 

MBC forever. 

 

As lockdown restrictions were eased it became apparent that there were many people, particularly among 

the elderly, who were feeling lonely and needed help to engage once again in society. As a response to this  

Mark took up a new role as part of his responsibilities and opened the Oasis Café at MBC for 2 days a 

week where people might simply come and meet others over a cup of tea. This has proved very popular, 

and it is testimony to Mark’s hard work that this work has continued following his leaving. 

 

We have also formed new discipleship ‘life groups’ and more of the church than ever before are engaged 

in these weekly times of fellowship. These groups meet on various days, at various times and in various 

locations including some in the surrounding towns. 

 

Being able to return to some sense of ‘a new normality’, whatever that means, is only possible because of 

the hard work of the many individuals who give their time and effort in so many different ways and the 

dedication of an amazing group of trustees who have helped to guide the church through what has been 

another year of considerable change. It is fitting that we record our thanks to everyone involved at MBC. 

 



It is also right that we given thanks to our awesome Lord who continues to be generous to us in all ways, 

including our finances. We pray that as you read through the rest of this report you will join us in praising 

the Lord and giving all the glory for what has been done by the Lord, and what is planned for the coming 

year. 

 

Plans for Future Periods 

 

In one sense the priority for 2022 / 2023 remains as it was last year, to continue doing what we do well in 

being a welcoming church, to develop as disciples of Jesus and to reach out to our community. 

 

Following Mark’s departure, we will be seeking to appoint someone to build on Mark’s work with our 

youth and children. 

 

Current economic circumstances mean that many face food and fuel poverty. We will be working with the 

local food cupboard and have joined a national warm welcome programme in order to assist with these 

issues. 

 

Contact with Spring Harvest has been re-established and we will be looking towards Easter 2023 wo see 

how we can work together to bless our community. 

 

Talks are ongoing with a number of individuals who are contemplating how God might be calling them to 

his service. It is expected that some of these exciting conversations will come to fruition in the coming 

year  

 

It is recognised that this coming period will be another one of change. The statement made in last year’s 

review is therefore more pertinent than ever. We need together to seek the Lord and simply follow him 

wherever he leads us this coming year.  

 

 

 














































