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1 Peter 5:7 Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. 

 

This is the second review which has been written whist the effects of Covid-19 are still being felt on the 

way we worship together. As at the end of July 2021 it is expected that it will only be a few weeks before 

the majority off restrictions relating to us as a worshipping community will be removed. Whilst an exact 

roadmap as to how we will get back to worshipping in significant numbers is currently unknown it is 

acknowledged that as at the date of this report some are still feeling anxious about gathering again. In this 

time still beset by uncertainty it is good to remember the reality of the above bible verse and whatever 

views we hold about what the future will bring to remember that we are called by faith to simply cast our 

anxiety on the Lord and remember that whatever we face he cares for us. 

 

As part of last year’s review, it was noted that this past year would produce some challenges, and this has 

certainly been the case. Since restrictions have continued for much longer than anticipated this reality will 

persist into the coming year. It is not yet known what effect the past 15 months of restrictions will have 

had on individuals and any decision about when, or indeed if, they are likely to return to worship at MBC. 

It is, therefore, expected that it may be a significant period of time before all return to worship at church.  

 

The past year has seen us continuing both with our efforts to ‘livestream’ our Sunday morning services, 

provide the service on a CD to those who do not have an on-line presence, and continue to daily post 

prayers at 10 on Facebook. In addition to this a new weekly Bible Study using zoom was started and is 

proving popular. 

 

During this year, whilst much of our ‘normal’ youth and children’s work was not possible we have found 

several different ways of engaging with this age group ranging from on-line ‘Firestarters’ on Sundays to 

meeting outdoors in person during the summer months. This has included church family picnics in 

Blenheim Gardens when allowed. This has not only seen us stay connected with most of the families in 

church but also been a good way of connecting the generations at church. 

 

On a general note, it is, of course, to have been expected that many of our plans were put on hold for this 

year. For example, the Hub has not been able to open fully since the beginning of lockdown. However 

recent government changes to lockdown rules and regulations mean it is now possible to begin to put plans 

in place for re-opening within the near future.  However, since there has been a break in our being open, 

we have also taken the chance this represents to look again at how we might further integrate the work of 

the Hub into the church. As part of this we now hold weekly Monday morning prayers at the Hub not only 

praying for the work of the Hub but the wider community. 

 

The fact that we have been able to sustain some elements of the worship and outreach of church during this 

period is in no short measure due to the hard work of many wonderful individuals and to the dedication of 

an amazing group of trustees who have met diligently week by week to both lead church life and to 

commit to bringing it before the Lord in prayer. It is fitting that we record our thanks to all who have 

enabled the church to function during what are unprecedented times. 

 

It is also right that we given thanks to our awesome Lord who has, through what has been a unique year, 

been generous to us in all ways, including our finances. We pray that as you read through the rest of this 

report you will join us in praising the Lord and giving all the glory for what has been done by the Lord, 

and what is planned for the coming year. 

 

Plans for Future Periods 

 

The priority for 2021 / 2022 remains as it was last year, to continue doing what we do well in being a 

welcoming church, to develop as disciples of Jesus and to reach out to our community. As we begin to 

develop our discipleship programme, we will be looking at forming new ‘life groups’ and encourage those 

that have met during the past year as well as re-establishing some of the groups that met before lockdown 



but have not done since, 

 

It is expected that at some stage this year we will stop livestreaming and return to ‘in person’ worship 

although the speed with which we do this is, at present, unknown.  

 

Prior to lockdown it was agreed that we would look to establish a new 4 O’clock weekly service at the 

church Whilst the timing is not yet known it in expected that we will start this in the coming year. 

 

We will be looking to re-establish contact with Spring Harvest, as they have confirmed that they will be 

returning to Butlins in 2022, with a view to working together to bless our community. 

 

During Lockdown a number of individuals have been contemplating how God might be calling them to his 

service. It is expected that some of these exciting conversations will come to fruition in the coming year  

 

It is recognised that this coming period is likely to be one of change where more than ever we need 

together to seek the Lord, meaning that more than ever before we must simply follow him wherever he 

leads us this coming year. 

 

Paul McCabe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


























