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The year has seen significant staff changes after two years of waiting for God to make 

everyone aware of His choices for the future work of WBC. The new Youth Pastor took up his role 
in September 2023 and when we readvertised the post of Senior Pastor he applied – along with a 
good number of other people. The number of applicants was reduced to three for interview and it 
was the unanimous decision that our Youth Pastor should be offered the role of Senior Pastor - 
which he gladly accepted. As a consequence the church started the search for a new Youth Pastor 
and within a few months the vacancy was filled on a part-time basis. Both of these appointments 
have resulted in a new energy in the church as we seek the Lord at the start of a new chapter and 
we have definitely seen signs of growth and commitment. 

 
 One of the slightly unusual but amazing experiences for the church was the weekly 
attendance of many of the asylum seekers housed on the Bibby Stockholm Barge in Portland 
Harbour. Those guys were a real blessing to the church and in return WBC was a great blessing to 
them. On occasions there were over 30 attending morning worship. We had many baptismal 
services through the year when men who were Christians, but lived in fear in their own countries, 
were able to profess their faith publicly. We were indebted to a Baptist minister resident in 
Dorchester who had ministered for years in Iran and was fluent in Farsi. Each Sunday the song 
words were translated and printed so that everyone could participate in the music worship. This 
time was not without its difficulties as the national press was quick to seize on the possibilities of 
the men professing faith as a means of obtaining their asylum. That certainly did not happen with 
us. A small team of church members saw the need to help prepare meals with the men and put on 
events to which everyone was invited. It was a God given opportunity to befriend these men and 
help them settle into life in the UK. Towards the end of the year the government removed all 
asylum seekers from the barge and we lost a lot of friends who were sent to different parts of the 
UK. We trust that their time at WBC will strengthen them for their future life whatever it might bring 
them and we know that they will have been blessed by their time with us. 
 
 The Youth and Children’s work has seen an increase in numbers and growth in faith which 
has been very encouraging. We are blessed with adults who give of their time and talents to work 
with the youngsters and many of them travelled together to share in the Spree weekend with 
hundreds of other young people. We are looking forward to increasing our staff in 2025 and seeing 
further growth in this area of ministry. 
 
 The biggest expense faced by the church in many years is that of installing a disabled 
access lift in the welcome area and doing extensive repair and replacement work on the roof. 
There has been much planning in 2024 with a view to having the work done in 2025. Financially 
the church has been saving up during the pastoral vacancy but it will need to have a dedicated 
Giving Day in 2025 in order to meet the cost. The deacons have been working hard to make this 
possible and we trust God for His provision for our needs.  
 
 The eldership and pastoral support team have also been very busy looking after the needs 
of our growing congregation and we are blessed with a strong leadership team as the church 
moves forward. The midweek outreach and discipleship group has run another Alpha course and 
continues to provide other courses for ongoing spiritual growth. 
 
 Our members continue to be very active in the local community being heavily involved in the 
Christians Against Poverty Debt Centre, The Nest social supermarket and the Foodbank to name 
but three. The Christian influence in the town through social action is strong through many different 
churches working together and WBC certainly plays its part in this work. 
 










