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Our Vision 

“We are ordinary people led by an extraordinary God” 

Our Churches: 

All Saints’, Marlow 

The Causeway 

Marlow 

 

The Lantern 

Marlow Bottom Road 

Marlow Bottom 

 

St John the Baptist 

Church Road 

Little Marlow 

 

All Saints’, Bisham 

Church Lane 

Bisham 

 
Contact: 

The Parish Office 

The Causeway, Marlow 

Buckinghamshire, SL7 1AA 

01628 481806 

parish.office@4u-team.org 

Website:  www.4u-team.org 

 

 

 

 

The Parochial Church Council of the Ecclesiastical Parish of Great Marlow with Marlow Bottom, Little 

Marlow and Bisham is a team of four churches in the Marlow area with a single vision.  We serve some 

20,000 people in a Parish that forms part of the Wycombe Deanery and Oxford Diocese. 

 

The Parochial Church Council (PCC) is a corporate body (PCC Powers Measure 1956, Church 

Representation Rules 2011) established by the Church of England and is a charity registered with the 

Charity Commission under registration number 1130498.   

 

The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the accounting policies set out in note 1 to 

the financial statements and comply with the Charity's Royal Charter, the Charities Act 2011 and "Accounting 

and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing their 

accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland 

(FRS 102)" (as amended for accounting periods commencing from 1 January 2019). The Charity is a Public 

Benefit Entity as defined by FRS 102. 

 

Independent Examiner  

Azets Audit Services  

Suites B&D 
Burnham Yard 
Beaconsfield 
Bucks 
HP9 2JH 
 
Bankers 
Barclays Bank plc 
HSBC Bank plc 
Lloyds Bank plc 
CBF (Church of England) 
Santander UK plc 
United Trust Bank  
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ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2024 

Membership 

The appointment of PCC members is governed by and set out in the Church Representation Rules 

2011 and the Parish Constitution.  Lay members of the PCC are, in some cases, ex officio.  The other 

lay appointments were confirmed at the Annual Parish Church Meeting on 23rd May 2024.  Those 

serving in the year were: 

 

Clergy 

Rev’d D Bull – Team Rector 

 

Team Vicars 

Rev’d F Ellingham 

Rev’d S Jones 

Rev’d J Smith 

Rev’d G Watts 

 

Curates 

Rev’d M Gould (until 15th Sept 2024) 

Rev’d K Page (Until 15th Dec 2024) 

 

Diocesan Synod 

Rev’d D Bull 

                                                                                                                     

 

 

 

 

Deanery Synod 

Mrs P Banfield 

Mr R Bull  

 

Elected Members 

Miss E Cleugh 

 

 

Churchwardens 

Mrs C Bradley-Sessions 

Ms Charlie Brown 

Mrs K Burns 

Mr N Lewis 

Mr P Rodger 

Mr J Smith 

 

Constitution 

The PCC is a corporate body established by the Church of England. The PCC operates under the 

Parochial Church Councils (Powers) Measure 1956 and the Church Representation Rules and was 

registered with the Charity Commission on 9 July 2009. The Parish was created by an Order in 

Council dated 9 February 1993 and a Scheme approved by the Bishop of Dorchester on 31 May 2016 

and embraces four District Church Councils - All Saints’, Marlow (ASM), St Mary the Virgin, Marlow 

Bottom (MB), St John the Baptist, Little Marlow (LM) and All Saints’, Bisham (ASB). The primary 

object of the PCC is to promote the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to the doctrines and 

practices of the Church of England. In so doing, the PCC co-operates with the clergy in promoting in 

the Parish the whole mission of the Church, pastoral, evangelistic, social and ecumenical.  

 

The PCC is responsible for making decisions on all matters of general concern and importance to the 

Parish including deciding how the funds of the PCC are to be spent. So far as possible, the PCC has 

delegated day-to-day running of each church to the local DCC. Each DCC remains responsible to the 

PCC and reports back to the PCC on a regular basis. 

 

The activities of the PCC conform to the guidance of the Charity Commission to charities for the 

advancement of religion, showing identifiable benefit to the wider public, in that acts of worship are 

open to anyone who wishes to attend. Weddings, baptisms and funerals are services that particularly 

welcome all members of the community.  The church buildings and grounds are also used frequently 

as venues for many community events. 
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Trustees – PCC Members 

 

The appointment of PCC members is governed by and set out in the Church Representation Rules 2011, 

supplemented by the provisions of the Parish Constitution.  The membership of the PCC currently consists 

of the team clergy and the licensed lay minister, with churchwardens, lay members of the Deanery and 

Diocesan Synods, and lay representatives of the Parish.  Members of church congregations over the age of 

16 and on the Electoral Roll may stand for election to their local DCC and as lay representatives to the 

PCC and are encouraged to do so.  Training is available to those new to trusteeship to explain the 

responsibilities of trusteeship and PCC membership. 

 

RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE MEMBERS OF THE PCC 

 

Accounting 

The members of the PCC are responsible for preparing the Annual Report and the financial statements in 

accordance with applicable law and United Kingdom Accounting Standards (United Kingdom Generally 

Accepted Accounting Practice). The law applicable to Charities in England and Wales requires the 

members to prepare financial statements for each financial year which give a true and fair view of the state 

of the PCC's affairs and of the incoming resources and application of resources of the PCC for that period. 

In preparing these financial statements the members are required to: 

• Select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently; 

• Observe the methods and principles in the Charities SORP; 

• Make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent; 

• State whether applicable accounting standards have been followed, subject to any material departures 

disclosed and explained in the financial statements; 

• Prepare the PCC’s financial statements on a going concern basis, unless that is an inappropriate 

presumption. 

The members are responsible for keeping accounting records that disclose with reasonable accuracy at 

any time the financial position of the PCC and enable them to ensure that the financial statements comply 

with the Charities Act 2011 and the Church Accounting Regulations 2006.  

 

The members are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the PCC and hence for taking reasonable 

steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities. 

 

Reserves Policy 

The PCC has established a policy of maintaining reserves at a level which is felt sufficient to enable the 

current level of activities to be continued.  Activity levels can be maintained for the foreseeable future. 

Risk Management 

Each of the DCCs has assessed the financial and operational risks pertaining to their church. There are 

named representatives from each of the churches responsible for assessing and addressing risk issues. It 

has been agreed by the PCC that each church shall report on its financial condition twice a year whilst 

operational risk will be reported on once a year. 

 

The PCC Representative for safeguarding children and vulnerable adults is Mrs D Dru with representatives 

for each church.  The safeguarding policy for the Diocese of Oxford was adopted during the year 2023. 
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Volunteers 

All four churches in the Parish rely extensively on volunteers to maintain the buildings and 

churchyards, to support the clergy in many ways and to minister, whether through prayer, scripture, 

music or sacrament. There are too many individuals and groups to acknowledge by name, but the 

PCC is most grateful to them all. It is impossible to attribute a monetary value to the contribution 

made by volunteers and so none is recognised in the Statement of Financial Activities. 

  
Parish Activity During 2024  

Our top priority every year is to be Spirit-Led, which we understand to mean growing to be more 

dependent on God, more centred on Jesus and more sensitive to the leading of his Holy Spirit.  Our 

churches have flourished this year in different ways.  As a team we collaborate across all 4 churches 

where it makes sense to do so, including in the areas of safeguarding, co-ordination of weddings, 

funerals and baptisms, IT and communications infrastructure, administration and clergy team work. 

It has been another stable year in the leadership of the parish, with most of the trustees remaining 

the same.  Two significant clergy movements were: Rev Kat Page, Curate at All Saints Marlow, 

completed her training and took up a post as Chaplain at The Royal Hospital School in Ipswich and 

Rev Mark Gould, Curate at The Lantern, completed his training and moved on to take up an 

Incumbency in Twyford and Ruscombe. Each of the four churches, inspired by the hope of Jesus 

Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit, continues to do extraordinary things through the ordinary 

lives of its members. 

Financial Review 

Attached to this report are the financial statements for the Parish for the year ending 31st December 

2024; these consolidate income, expenditure and assets and liabilities for all four churches. 

 

Compared to 2023, total income increased this year by £115,448 , whilst the overall expenditure has 

increased by £29,125. This in turn led to an overall net surplus movement in funds of £71,502 after 

movement on investments, this is compared to a total deficit in 2023 of £8,219. 

 

There remain liquid unrestricted funds to finance activities for the foreseeable future. Given the 

relatively fixed nature of the cost base, new ways to grow revenue are being explored. It is therefore 

considered prudent to continue to conserve funds as far as possible. 

 

The members report was approved by the Board of Members on ……………………..: 

 

 

 

 

………………………………………………….. 

Rev’d G Watts 

Acting Team Council Chair 

16/09/25



17/09/2025







16/09/25






































