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The Trustees, who are also directors under company law, present their report and financial statements for the 

year ended 31 December 2023.  

The Trustees confirm that the financial statements comply with current statutory requirements, the 

Memorandum and Articles of Association and the Statement of Recommended Practice Accounting and 

Reporting by Charities: SORP applicable to charities preparing their accounts in accordance with FRS 102.

OUR MISSION

Videre exposes mass violence and other gross violations of human rights by equipping persecuted and 

marginalized communities with tools, training, and technology to document abuses, demand accountability, 

and secure justice.

OUR VISION
Videre seeks a world where the power of images and information ensures that no abuse goes unseen, no 
violation goes unchallenged, and no perpetrator goes unpunished.

OUR APPROACH
Historically, many communities have lacked access to international actors including media outlets, 
accountability bodies, human rights NGOs, and humanitarian agencies. They have faced significant security 
challenges when trying to gather information. When they do manage to get the word out on abuses, verification 
and distribution problems can stymie effectiveness.

Videre has overcome these challenges by developing close, enduring relationships with local activists and 
communities, in the process reaching areas where the most vulnerable live and harnessing the power of local 
knowledge. We provide community embedded teams with the tools, training, and technology they need and 
work with them to address the challenges of gathering, verifying, sharing, and distributing information safely. 

As civic space contracts and physical, digital, legal, and psychological attacks on human rights defenders 

increase, our responsibility to protect our partners and team members has never been greater. We develop 

and continuously update physical and online security protocols that minimize risk and protect the identities of 

our partners and staff. We stay in the background, focusing on gathering and distributing information rather 

than promoting our own role. 

To maximize our impact, we have developed a six-step process that continuously tracks development and 

implementation of our methodology in every place where we work: 

1. PLAN: Before we go anywhere, we conduct in-depth research to identify places and people at risk, 
assessing security challenges, and the type of information, images and content needed to expose and 
deter abuses.

2. EQUIP: We carefully build our own team, or we supply local partners with custom-made video cameras 
and situation-specific technology.

3. TRAIN: We build capacity by training teams on security protocols, filming techniques and evidence 
verification.

4. FILM: Our investigation team guides efforts to capture compelling visuals from hard to access areas. 
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5. VERIFY: We implement a rigorous, multi-faceted review and verification process.

6. DISTRIBUTE: We distribute information to those who can use it best, including international decision-
makers, courts, lawyers, local civil society, and local and global media networks. 

OUR IMPACT

not the organisation should take centre stage. While 

we rarely take public credit for our work, in recent years, Videre-supported projects have: 

Exposed crimes against humanity. 
Changed the policy focus of a large UN mission, bringing frontline community concerns around land 
ownership and minerals verification onto the larger, international agenda.
Uncovered first-hand evidence of extra-judicial killings.
Secured land and agricultural rights for farmers, whose lands had been taken over by government-
owned businesses.
Documented systematic intimidation and coercion by government forces during elections, leading to 
official responses and tactical changes.
Provided the UN with clear evidence of collusion between government forces and armed rebel groups, 
deepening investigations and demonstrating repeated systematic abuses.
Mobilised international action, changed policy direction of major international actors, and established 
fact patterns for prosecutions.
Exposed conflict minerals entering global supply chains, prompting the Responsible Minerals Initiative 
to remove a mineral traceability scheme from its list of approved upstream assurance mechanisms.
Supplied critical evidence of war crimes and crimes against humanity that led to an arrest warrant for 
a notorious warlord.
Revealed substantial evidence of arbitrary detention, torture and killings
neglected human rights crises.

2023 IN FOCUS

The reporting period saw the continued implementation of our 2021-23 strategic plan, which was based on an 

exhaustive internal and external evaluation of our work and impact. The strategy centres on four overarching 

goals: 

Goal 1: Build the Evidence. Deliver effective tools, training, and technology to our teams and local 

activists so they produce ground-sourced, verifiable, visual evidence that mobilises concrete action 

and promotes systemic change.

Goal 2: Expose the System. Illuminate the interconnections among inequality, violence, and climate 

change.  

Goal 3: Establish the Narrative. Collect, maintain, and make available no matter when the need 

arises evidence of genocide, mass atrocities, and other grave abuses.

Goal 4: Strengthen the Scaffolding. Strengthen infrastructure, policies, and procedures so Videre 

can better support those working on the frontlines to document abuses.

This strategy resulted in a range of impacts, including:
Providing verified visual evidence and supporting materials to UN Groups of Experts, utilised in their
reporting to the UN Security Council, to inform UN sanctions policy. 
Collaborating with film-makers to produce multi-award-winning documentaries exposing state-
sanctioned discrimination, exploitation and physical abuse suffered by vulnerable and marginalized 
communities.
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Supplying our materials to an UN-mandated investigative mechanism detailing state-sanctioned 
discrimination and exploitation to support the preparation of case files to hold perpetrators of these 
atrocities to account. 
Providing critical missing evidence in support of a sanctions case that will request new and/or 
expanded sanctions on individuals involved in the management and administration of a notorious 
prison in south-east Asia. 
Strengthening local civil society organisations operating in a conflict environment to document and 
expose the violations suffered by their communities, including the torture of women political prisoners. 
Publication of a detailed guide on the aims and uses of human rights documentation, for use in the 
design and implementatio Securing the Past, Acknowledging the 
Present: A Guide To Broadening The Utility Of Human Rights Documentation guide provides an 
enduring resource not only for those working in the front lines but also to policy-makers and funders.

OUR FUTURE

At a time when global democracy is in retreat, and trusted information is increasingly hard to come by, our 

work to shine a light in parts of the world others cannot reach is ever more critical. As long as there are fearless 

local activists and community leaders determined to expose these abuses and challenge those who would 

cover them up Videre will be there to support and sustain their extraordinary work.

As we move into 2024, we are embarking on a new strategic planning process that will guide us from 2025 

onwards. We see an urgent need for our work in many areas and we will explore how best to contribute, 

including through working in more collaborative ways, providing our expertise directly to local groups and 

accompanying them in their work and towards their goals. Although our work will continue to expose abuses 

by governments and armed groups, we also see an increasing application for our methodology in the area of 

corporate abuses of human rights, particularly in the extractives and logging industry affecting the climate 

crisis. We are excited to see how we can help activists and communities show what is happening to their local 

environments and how this is being hidden from the world, for now.

FINANCIAL REVIEW 

The results for the period, and th

financial statements.  

The Charity is reliant on the income from donations and grants, the income from which was £1,161,885 (2022:

£1,644,997). Governance costs are mainly

The overall movement in funds for the period was £-363,085 (2022: 324,624). 

a mix of projects, many of them long-term projects requiring significant, ongoing financial commitment and 

investment.  

Reserve Policy. The Trustees have examined the need for free reserves, i.e. those unrestricted funds not 

invested in tangible fixed assets, designated for specific purposes, liabilities, or otherwise committed. As a 

long- el of reserves is three months of estimated annual expenditure. The 

Trustees are of the opinion that this provides: sufficient flexibility to cover minimum legal requirements; proper 

security for our staff and consultants should unforeseen emergencies arise; and cover against any temporary 
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shortfalls in incoming resources due to timing differences in income flows. At present, it is recognised that 

current reserve levels fall beneath this target. 

Going Concern. The Board have examined the organisational financing for the next 12 months and have 

assured themselves that the predictions being made by senior management of the Charity are realistic and 

prudent. Accordingly, the Board can confirm that they consider the organisation to be a going concern.

STRUCTURE, GOVERNANCE, AND MANAGEMENT

The Charity is a company (registration #06706030) limited by guarantee and was set up by a Memorandum of 

Association on 24 September 2008, and amended by special resolution on 25 June 2009.  

The Charity was registered with the Charity Commission (charity #1130375) on 26 June 2009.  

Risk Assessment. The Trustees have assessed the major risks to which the Charity is exposed and are 

satisfied that systems are in place to mitigate exposure to the major risks.  

The Charity undertakes a risk review of all its activities and conducts thorough regular risk assessments of its 

work. Major risks are identified and ranked in order of their likelihood to occur and potential impact on the 

organisation.  

Major risks, for this purpose, are all events that may have an impact on: 

Operational performance, including health and safety risk to our staff, volunteers and contractors.
Financial sustainability, including stability and security of income.
Meeting organisational and project-specific aims and objectives. 
Meeting the needs and expectations of our beneficiaries and supporters.

Senior management present any identified risks to the Trustees for review, satisfying themselves that adequate 

systems and procedures are in place to manage these risks. The Trustees understand that acceptance and 

management of some risk is required for the achievement of our objectives. Where appropriate, risks are 

covered by insurance.  

As the Charity has grown, we continue to refine our internal procedures, updating and fine-tuning the financial, 

operational, and governance policies of the Charity. We have also continued to place a high priority on training 

of our staff and consultants due to the increased risks that they face in this world where human rights defenders 

are increasingly under attack.  At the end of 2023, we secured funding for a dedicated internal security training 

role to continue to build on this work. 

In 2021, Videre established the Stichting Videre est Credere Netherlands, a non-profit Foundation incorporated 

in The Netherlands and registered with the trade register. Stichting Videre est Credere Netherlands is a 

separate legal entity from Videre est Credere, however David Goldsworthy (UK Company Secretary) holds a 

board position with both entities. Videre est Credere provides support to the Stichting Videre est Credere 

Netherlands in the form of services to its Board and assistance with fundraising activities. 

Appointment of Trustees. The Charity may by ordinary resolution appoint a person who is willing to be a 

director and to determine the rotation by which any additional directors are to retire.  
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New trustees are selected on the basis of the contribution they can offer, both in an international context and 

in their expertise in areas related to the objectives of the Charity. As they can be international citizens, the 

current Trustees make them aware of the requirements and governance needs of a UK-based Charity to 

ensure they understand the requirements. 

Statement of Responsibilities of the Trustees.

annual report and the financial statements in accordance with applicable law the United Kingdom Accounting 

Standards (United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting Practice).  

Company law requires the Trustees to prepare financial statements for each financial year which give a true 

and fair view of the state of affairs of the charitable company and of the incoming resources and application of 

resources, including the income and expenditure, of the charitable company for that period. In preparing these 

financial statements, the Trustees are required to: 

Select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently.
Observe the methods and principles in the Charities SORP.
Make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent.
State whether applicable UK Accounting Standards and statements of recommended practice have 
been followed, subject to any material departures disclosed and explained in the financial statements.
Prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume that 
the Charity will continue in operation. 

The Trustees are responsible for keeping proper accounting records that disclose with reasonable accuracy 

at any time the financial position of the charitable company and enable them to ensure that the financial 

statements of the charitable company comply with the Companies Act of 2006. They are also responsible for 

safeguarding the assets of the charitable company and hence for taking reasonable steps for the prevention 

and detection of fraud and other irregularities.  

The Trustees are responsible for the maintenance and integrity of the corporate and financial information 

and dissemination of financial statements may differ from legislation in other jurisdictions.  

Members of the Charity guarantee to contribute an amount not exceeding £10 to the assets of the Charity in 

the event of winding up. The total number of such guarantees at 31 December 2023 was 6 (2022: 6). The 

Trustees are members of the Charity but this entitles them only to voting rights. The Trustees have no beneficial 

interest in the Charity.  

Statement as to Disclosure to our Auditors. In so far as the Trustees are aware: 

unaware; and
The Trustees have taken all steps that they ought to have taken to make themselves aware of any 
relevant audit information and to establish that the auditors are aware of that information.  
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Auditors

ed auditors and have expressed their willingness to continue in that 

capacity. 

                                          , and signed 

on their behalf by: 

Rosa Curling, Co-chair Jonny Persey, Co-chair

11th July 2024
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Opinion

We have audited the financial statements of Videre est Credere for the year ended 
31 December 2023 which comprise the Statement of Financial Activities, the Balance Sheet, statement of cash 
flows and notes to the financial statements, including a summary of significant accounting policies. The 
financial reporting framework that has been applied in their preparation is applicable law and United Kingdom 
Accounting Standards, including Financial Reporting Standard 102: The Financial Reporting Standard 
applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting Practice).

In our opinion, the financial statements:

affairs as at 31 December 2022 and of its 
income and expenditure for the year then ended;

Basis for opinion

We conducted our audit in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK) (ISAs (UK)) and 

for the audit of the financial statements section of our report. We are independent of the charitable company
in accordance with the ethical requirements that are relevant to our audit of the financial statements in the UK, 

al responsibilities in accordance with 
these requirements. We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to 
provide a basis for our opinion.

Conclusions relating to going concern

In auditing the financial statements, we have concluded that the trustees' use of the going concern basis of 
accounting in the preparation of the financial statements is appropriate.

Based on the work we have performed, we have not identified any material uncertainties relating to events or 
condi
continue as a going concern for a period of at least twelve months from when the financial statements are 
authorised for issue.

Our responsibilities and the responsibilities of the trustees with respect to going concern are described in the 
relevant sections of this report.

Other information

financial 

within the annual report. Our opinion on the financial statements does not cover the other information and, 
except to the extent otherwise explicitly stated in our report, we do not express any form of assurance 
conclusion thereon. Our responsibility is to read the other information and, in doing so, consider whether the 
other information is materially inconsistent with the financial statements or our knowledge obtained in the 
course of the audit, or otherwise appears to be materially misstated. If we identify such material inconsistencies 
or apparent material misstatements, we are required to determine whether this gives rise to a material
misstatement in the financial statements themselves. If, based on the work we have performed, we conclude 
that there is a material misstatement of this other information, we are required to report that fact.

We have nothing to report in this regard.
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Opinions on other matters prescribed by the Companies Act 2006

In our opinion, based on the work undertaken in the course of the audit:

the information given in the report (incorporating the report) for the financial year 
for which the financial statements are prepared is consistent with the financial statements; and

the report (incorporating the report) have been prepared in accordance with 
applicable legal requirements.

Matters on which we are required to report by exception

In the light of the knowledge and understanding of the Charity and its environment obtained in the course of 

We have nothing to report in respect of the following matters in relation to which the Companies Act 2006 
requires us to report to you if, in our opinion:

adequate accounting records have not been kept or returns adequate for our audit have not been 
received from branches not visited by us;

the financial statements are not in agreement with the accounting records and returns;

we have not obtained all the information and explanations necessary for the purposes of our audit.

The directors were not entitled to prepare the financial statements in accordance with the small 

companies

annual report and from the requirement to prepare a strategic report.

Responsibilities of the trustees

As explained more fully in the responsibilities statement, the trustees are responsible for the 
preparation of the financial statements and for being satisfied that they give a true and fair view, and for such 
internal control as they determine is necessary to enable the preparation of financial statements that are free 
from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.

as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters related to going concern and using the going concern 
basis of accounting unless the trustees either intend to liquidate the Charity or to cease operations, or have 
no realistic alternative but to do so.

Our responsibilities for the audit of the financial statements

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a whole are free 

opinion. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance but is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in 
accordance with ISAs (UK) will always detect a material misstatement when it exists. Misstatements can arise 
from fraud or error and are considered material if, individually or in the aggregate, they could reasonably be 
expected to influence the economic decisions of users taken on the basis of these financial statements.

Irregularities, including fraud, are instances of non-compliance with laws and regulations. We design 
procedures in line with our responsibilities, outlined above, to detect material misstatements in respect of 
irregularities, including fraud. The extent to which our procedures are capable of detecting irregularities, 
including fraud are set out below.
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Capability of the audit in detecting irregularities

In identifying and assessing risks of material misstatement in respect of irregularities, including fraud and non-
compliance with laws and regulations, our procedures included the following:

We enquired of management, which included obtaining and reviewing supporting documentation, 

Identifying, evaluating, and complying with laws and regulations and whether they were aware of 
any instances of non-compliance;

Detecting and responding to the risks of fraud and whether they have knowledge of any actual, 
suspected, or alleged fraud;

The internal controls established to mitigate risks related to fraud or non-compliance with laws and 
regulations.

We inspected the minutes of meetings of those charged with governance.
We obtained an understanding of the legal and regulatory framework that the charity operates in, 

focusing on those laws and regulations that had a material effect on the financial statements or that had a 
fundamental effect on the operations of the charity from our professional and sector experience.

We reviewed the financial statement disclosures and tested these to supporting documentation to 
assess compliance with applicable laws and regulations.

We performed analytical procedures to identify any unusual or unexpected relationships that may 
indicate risks of material misstatement due to fraud.

In addressing the risk of fraud through management override of controls, we tested the 
appropriateness of journal entries and other adjustments, assessed whether the judgements made in making 
accounting estimates are indicative of a potential bias and tested significant transactions that are unusual or 
those outside the normal course of business.
Because of the inherent limitations of an audit, there is a risk that we will not detect all irregularities, including 
those leading to a material misstatement in the financial statements or non-compliance with regulation. This 
risk increases the more that compliance with a law or regulation is removed from the events and transactions 
reflected in the financial statements, as we will be less likely to become aware of instances of non-compliance. 
The risk is also greater regarding irregularities occurring due to fraud rather than error, as fraud involves 
intentional concealment, forgery, collusion, omission or misrepresentation.

Use of our report

This report is made solely to the charitable company's members as a body, in accordance with Chapter 3 of 
Part 16 of the Companies Act 2006. Our audit work has been undertaken so that we might state to the 

no other purpose. To the fullest extent permitted by law, we do not accept or assume responsibility to anyone 
other than the charitable company and the charitable company's members as a body, for our audit work, for 
this report, or for the opinions we have formed.

Anthony Epton (Senior Statutory Auditor)
for and on behalf of
Goldwins Limited
Statutory Auditor
Chartered Accountants
75 Maygrove Road
West Hampstead
London NW6 2EG

shahzad.nabeel@live.com
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Date: 12 July 2024
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