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1. AIM AND PURPOSES 

 

St Barnabas Church - Linslade Parochial Church Council (PCC) as elected trustees have the 

responsibility of cooperating with the incumbent, The Reverend Dr Bernard Minton, in 

promoting in the ecclesiastical parish, the whole mission of the Church, pastoral, evangelistic, 

social and ecumenical. 

 

The PCC is also specifically responsible for the maintenance of the Church of St Barnabas’ 

Linslade, the Church of St Mary’s, Old Linslade and the Linslade Community Hall. 

 

 

2. OBJECTIVES AND ACTIVITIES 

 

The PCC is committed to enabling as many people as possible to worship at our church and to 

become part of our parish community at St Barnabas.  

The PCC maintains an overview of worship throughout the parish and makes suggestions on 

how our services can involve the many groups that live within our parish.  

Our services and worship put faith into practice through prayer and scripture, music and 

sacrament.  

 

When planning our activities for the year, the incumbent and the PCC have considered the 

Commission’s guidance on public benefit and, in particular, the specific guidance on charities 

for the advancement of religion.  

In particular, we try to enable ordinary people to live out their faith as part of our parish 

community through: 

 Worship and prayer; learning about the Gospel; and developing their knowledge and trust in 

Jesus. 

 Provision of pastoral care for people living in the parish. 

 Support to Missionary and outreach work. 

 Provision of Community hall for all to use. 

To facilitate this work it is important that the fabric of St Barnabas and St Mary’s Churches, in 

addition to the Linslade Community Hall are maintained for future public benefit. 

 

 

3. ACHIEVEMENTS AND PERFORMANCE 

 

Worship and Services 

The PCC are keen to offer a range of services during the week and over the course of the year 

that our community find both beneficial and spiritually fulfilling.  

 

In 2021there was the Covid19 Pandemic which has affected the Worship at the Church 

during the year. The Church had to be closed for a Period due to Government lockdown 

restrictions. However online streaming of the main Services have been made where 

possible. With current restrictions associated with social distancing and shielding, 

church attendance has been somewhat erratic during the year.  As services have been 

live streamed and recorded so that the services are available to the wider community, 

which has been appreciated by many.  
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Not all Services, activities and functions of this charity have operated fully during 2021 

as a result. 

 

Every Sunday there are 2 Services of Holy Communion, one said Service at 8am and the main 

Parish Communion at 10am, Evening prayer provides a quiet, intimate and reflective 

environment for worship whilst opportunities are provided for other services during the week, 

with regular weekday communion services and both Morning and Evening Prayer.  We have 

Family Worship on the morning of the 3rd Sunday each month at 10am, with the addition of a 

Music group, other services are regularly held to cater for the young children of the parish. 

Baptisms are conducted as required and are usually held on last Sunday afternoon of each 

month, when members of the congregation and of the PCC are invited to welcome new people 

to the Church.   

 

As well as our regular services, we enable our community to celebrate and thank God at the 

milestones of the journey through life. Through baptism we thank God for the gift of life, in 

marriage public vows are exchanged with God’s blessing and through funeral services friends 

and family express their grief and give thanks for the life which is now complete in this world 

and to commend the person into God's keeping.  

 

 

Further enhancement of the online recording systems were made and will allow for future 

streaming of services, which could include Baptisms and Funerals as well. 

 

At present there are 109 parishioners on the Church Electoral Roll.  

 

 

Deanery Synod 

Currently 3 members of the PCC sit on the Deanery Synod. This provides the PCC with an 

important link between the parish and the wider structures of the church.  

 

 

Pastoral Care 

Normally Regular communion services are held at the local old people’s home Elm Lodge in 

Linslade each month, with regular volunteers to assist in this work. Some members of our 

parish are unable to attend church due to sickness or age.  

 

Both The Revd Dr Bernard Minton and Revd Wyn Jones and have visited those church 

members who have requested it, to celebrate communion with them either at their homes or in 

hospital, Other Lay readers and nominated members also assist with Pastoral care and assist 

with home communion services in homes and local care homes.  

 

Normally we have a small team of volunteers to visit all who are sick or unable to get out for 

any other reason to keep them in touch with church life.  

 

Normally the Community Hall provides a facility for the local community and is used every day 

of each week, with Keep fit classes, Dance groups, Dog Clubs, Children’s playgroups, and 

many other bookings. (Although due to Covid Restrictions has been closed for a large part of 

2021) 
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Mission and Evangelism 

Helping those in need is a demonstration of our faith. The Outreach committee is to be 

congratulated on their fund-raising efforts. Unfortunately our fundraising has been limited due 

to Covid19 restrictions. The PCC has agreed to match this fundraising with at least an equal 

amount, to support our Mission Giving, and will be discussed by the PCC Trustees in 2022.   

In 2021 we continued supported the Leighton Linslade Homeless, Kids Out, and The Friends 

of the Mombasa Children; it is good that these efforts on behalf of others can be combined with 

opportunities for fellowship together.   

Our parish magazine is distributed monthly, and available to all parishioners. The magazine 

keeps our parishioners informed of the important matters affecting our Church and articles that 

help develop our knowledge and trust in Jesus.  

 

 

Ecumenical Relationships 

The Church is Part of the Ouzel Valley Team Ministry, which is formed by the Parishes of 

Leighton Buzzard, Linslade, Heath & Reach, Billington, Hockcliffe and Eggington, where 

regular joint services are held and Clergy regularly attend each other’s parishes to undertake 

services.  

The church is a member of Churches Together in Leighton Buzzard & Linslade, and supports 

the other Ecumenical Churches within the Towns parishes. Regular joint services are held 

throughout the year. 

 

 

 

4. FINANCIAL REVIEW 

 

A difficult year with our Income impacted by the Covid19 Pandemic, with some fundraising 

activities have been able to be undertaken as a result of restrictions imposed. 

 

Our General Fund at year end was £37,852 compared to £23,769 in 2020.   

 

The Parish Share of £66,440 was paid in full, but designated funds have been used to cover the 

income shortfall following the Covid pandemic as our Giving and Fundraising and Hall 

Bookings have all suffered, The withheld payment of £10,000 for the Share was paid back,  

Our finances have recovered, but Income and Expenditure being about equal. 

Gift aided giving has allowed us to reclaim £15,513 from the Inland Revenue in the past year.   

 

 

Reserves policy 

It is PCC policy to try and maintain a balance on unrestricted funds, which equates to at least 

two months unrestricted payments, equivalent to £18,000 to cover emergency situations that 

may arise from time to time.  

 

The Financial Report and Statements or the year ending 31 December 2021 are appended with 

this report, and are available to view on the Charity Commission Website. 

 

https://register-of-charities.charitycommission.gov.uk/charity-search/-/charity-details/5003532 

https://register-of-charities.charitycommission.gov.uk/charity-search/-/charity-details/5003532
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5. VOLUNTEERS 

 

The PCC would like to thank all the volunteers who work so hard to make our church the 

lively and vibrant community it is. In particular we want to mention our Churchwardens who 

have worked so tirelessly on our behalf, The Treasurer who keeps the church’s accounts and 

its finances in order, and all the other members of the PCC for their valuable contribution to 

our ministry and for keeping the church running, and for those looking after the Community 

Hall and Hall Bookings and also to our Friends of St Mary’s who help keep our other Church 

in good order, along with the Churchyard, which enables us to open the Church on summer 

Sunday afternoons for all to enjoy the beautiful setting of this ancient church. 

 

 

6. STRUCTURE, GOVERNANCE AND MANAGEMENT  

 

The method of appointment of PCC members is set out in the Church Representation Rules. At 

St Barnabas the membership of the PCC consists of the Incumbent (our Team Vicar), 

Churchwardens, the Lay Readers and members elected by those members of the congregation 

who are on the electoral roll of the church. 

 

All those who attend our services / members of the congregation are encouraged to register on 

the Electoral Roll and stand for election to the PCC. The PCC members are responsible for 

making decisions on all matters of general concern and importance to the parish including 

deciding on how the funds of the PCC are to be spent.  

 

The full PCC met six times during the year with an average level of attendance of over 80%, 

the Standing Committee also met 6 times this year, to discuss issues in advance of each of the 

PCC meetings.  

 

Given its wide responsibilities the PCC has a number of committees dealing with a particular 

aspect of parish life. These committees, which include worship, mission and outreach, 

stewardship, fundraising, are all responsible to the PCC and report back regularly to the full 

PCC and discussed as necessary. 

 

The PCC has adopted policies on safeguarding of vulnerable adults and children, domestic 

abuse, with Trustees required to complete several online certificated courses. Compliance with 

GDPR regulations, and Reporting of serious incidents to the Charity Commission, which have 

been agreed by all Trustees and are all reviewed on an annual basis. 

All PCC trustees have been DBS Checked, along with other volunteers as and when this is 

required by the trustees and current regulations. 
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7. DECLARATIONS  

 

In Addition to the Accounts and Financial Statements as produced under the Charity 

Statement of Recommended Practice 2015 (Charity SORP), under the Financial 

Reporting Standard of Smaller Entities (FRSSE) the following declarations are made: 

  

1) All Trustees elected to the PCC are volunteers and have not been paid any remuneration 

or have received any other benefits from the Charity.  

 

Note): Except for Mr David Emerson, Position of Choirmaster, (Trustee), and Mrs 

Katherine Emerson Position of Church Organist (Spouse of Trustee) where Normal 

agreed RSCM Rates of remuneration have been agreed by the PCC Trustees. 

(The Charity Commission have been notified and responded “As a result of changes to 

the Parochial Church Councils (Powers) Measure 1956 the Commission’s authority is 

no longer required. The trustees must however comply with the requirements of the 

measures in respect of employing connected persons or trustees.” 

 

2) No Trustee expenses have been incurred, other than those for reimbursement towards 

payment of goods purchased for the use of the PCC.  

 

3) No staff are currently employed either full time or part time by the Charity. 

 

4) Examination of the Accounts has been carried out on a voluntary basis, for which no 

remuneration has been made, other than by small gift as gratitude for undertaking the 

examination. 

 

 

8. ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION 

 

St Barnabas’ Church – Linslade PCC 

In the Diocese of St Albans within the Church of England, (In the Deanery of Dunstable) 

Part of the Ouzel Valley Team Ministry. 

 

The correspondence address:-  

St Barnabas’ Parish Office,  

Church Cottage,  

Waterloo Road, 

Linslade, 

Leighton Buzzard, 

Bedfordshire  

LU7 2NR.  

 
Website: www.stbarnabaslinslade.uk 

Email: linsladeparishoffice@gmail.com 

 

The PCC is a body corporate (PCC Powers Measure 1956, Church Representation Rules 

2006) and a Charity registered with the Charity Commission Number 1130239 

http://www.stbarnabaslinslade.uk/
mailto:linsladeparishoffice@gmail.com
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9. LIST OF CURRENT TRUSTEES AND APPOINTMENT DATES 

 

PCC Members serving and elected during 2021 were as follows: 

 

Ex Officio: 

Revd. Dr Bernard Minton  Team Vicar 

Revd. Wyn Jones   Assistant Priest 

Prof. Russell Stannard   Reader (co-opted) 

Mr Ian Woodward  Reader (co-opted)  

Mr Charles Amis  Reader (co-opted) 

Mr Nick Butler   Churchwarden 

Mr Steve Owen   Churchwarden  

     

Elected members: 

Mrs Ann Tracey   Elected 2019 for 3 years 

Mrs Pam Morris   Elected 2019 for 3 years 

Mrs Maureen Gadsby  Elected 2019 for 3 years 

Mr Simon Soper  Elected 2020 for 3 years & Deanery Synod Member  

Mr Winston Forde  Elected 2020 for 3 years as Deanery Synod Member 

Mr Alan Frazer    Elected 2020 for 3 years as Deanery Synod Member 

Mrs Carolyn Birch  Elected 2020 for 3 years  

Mrs Barbara Appleyard  Elected 2020 for 3 years 

Mr David Emerson   Elected 2020 for 3 years 

Mrs Sarah Woodward  Elected 2020 for 3 years 

Mr John Tigg   Elected 2021 for 3 years 

Mrs Janet Miller   Elected 2021 for 3 years 

Mr Vernon Smith  Elected 2021 for 3 years 

Mrs Jenny Bewick  Elected 2021 for 1 year 

 

 

This Report Approved by the Linslade PCC Trustees - March 2022 

 

Signed:         

 
 

Linslade PCC Trustee and Charity Correspondent 

Mr Vernon Smith      

 

 

Date: 1st March 2022     

 



























 


