
THORNTON METHODIST CHURCH

MINUTES OF CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING

HELD ON THURSDAY MARCH 11TH at 7.30 p.m.

Rev Stephen Dunn led worship at the start of the meeting.

Apologies were received from Anthony Woodhouse. 

Present:

Chris Albury, Pat Gregory, Gillian Mathews, Esther Mathews, Julie 

Marsh, Eileen Harper, Jean Casson, Rob Singleton, Bernice Smith, 

Brian and Anne Robbins, Stephen Breese, Viv Johnston and Rev 

Stephen Dunn.

It was noted that – as the new safeguarding officer – Jacqui Bailey 

is now a member of Church Council and will be forwarded a copy of

the minutes from this meeting.

Rev Stephen expressed the sadness of Church Council at our loss 

of Lesley Butterworth and also acknowledged the very many ways 

in which she quietly worked to keep everything running smoothly.

Correspondence

We have received a CCLI (broadcast license) which permits us to 
broadcast media such as worship songs, and for which we pay an 
annual fee.



Minutes of the meeting held on Oct 5th 2020 were approved, 

with one correction noted.

Matters Arising

Wifi – This is now up and running in the building and will allow things

such as Facebook Live sessions and the streaming of worship. It will

also be very helpful for youth work, enabling leaders to quickly 

access Bible passages and videos from the internet. The provider is 

Vodaphone, although Rev Stephen pointed out that the wifi is 

intended for organisational – rather than personal – use. 

Church Council Membership – Stephen Breese will ask Geoff 

Roberts if he would be interested in serving on Church Council.

GDPR

GDPR is a privacy law designed to protect the personal data of 

individuals. 

Rev Stephen asked that all correspondence sent out by the church 

secretary should be addressed to him, with all other email addresses

included as 'BCC' in order to keep them private. Stephen Breese 

pointed out that 'CC' is permissible for members who agreed. 

This led to a discussion about permission, with Rev Stephen stating 

he has received a 10 point checklist asking us to review our 

procedures. In effect, we need to 'cleanse' data, destroying any 



information we have about individuals that we no longer require. We 

need to make sure that all contact information we hold is correct and 

review current consents.  

Eileen said that Geoff Bottomley has offered to assist in 

understanding and implementing whatever is necessary. Rev 

Stephen said that we need someone to take charge of this and that it

is something that should be reviewed annually, but should only take 

a few hours. 

It was noted that GDPR was something that had been handled in the

past by Lesley, and Julie said that Lesley had previously created a 

form just for TMC. This form might be on Lesley's laptop, so Julie will

ask Lesley's family to check. If the form is available, it was agreed 

that the quickest solution would be to have everyone to fill it in again,

rather than review old forms.

 

Safeguarding

There are no updates on this at present and the safeguarding policy 

won't need renewing until October.

Circuit Stewards Report



This was circulated prior to the meeting and is attached to the official 

minutes. 

As stated in the report, there have been discussions regarding a 

potential merger between the North Fylde, South Fylde and Blackpool

circuits, amalgamating at least two or possibly all three. This is being 

put to the vote in an upcoming circuit meeting. 

Welcoming Katie

Our new Reverend Katie Leonowicz will be arriving in the summer, 

with a welcoming service on 5th September at 6.30 pm. Rev Stephen 

believes this will be held in Pilling. This service will also welcome 

Sarah Lamb, who is joining the circuit as a probationer and will be 

living in Pilling. It is unclear at this point whether Katie will live in Rev 

Stephen's former home, or in Anchorsholme. 

It was agreed by Church Council that Rev Katie should be made an 

Authorised Person to conduct weddings. 

Rev Stephen said that it would be nice to send a few emails 

welcoming Katie and asking if she would need any help with her 

move – Viv agreed to contact her in this regard.

Bernice asked about Rev Stephen's leaving service – this will be held 

in conjunction with Ruth's in Fleetwood, on 18th July at 6 pm, although

it was noted that we could do something locally too. The date of Rev 

Stephen's move to the Great Eccleston Free Methodist Church has 

yet to be confirmed, but if there is a gap before Rev Katie arrives, it 

will be short.



Finance and Property

Stephen Breese said that the tradesmen appointed to do the work 
highlighted in the risk assessment were waiting for the go ahead. It 
was agreed that this should be given and Stephen said he would 
contact them immediately. 

He also pointed out that – although the contracts for the utilities are 
not due for renewal until next year - he has negotiated new terms to 
avoid the upcoming price hikes on gas and is currently negotiating in
order to keep the electricity bills down too. 

It has been noted that the bank we use to deposit cash and cheques
in Cleveleys is closing down. There was a short discussion about the
idea of opening an account with a different bank in Cleveleys for the 
purpose of making the deposits, then electronically transferring 
funds to our original account. Rev Stephen said that it would be a 
good idea for Church Council to give the Finance team permission to
explore banking options. This was agreed. 

Rev Stephen stated that circuit has reduced church contributions by 
50%, but that we are asking for a much greater reduction on a 
permanent basis as we have a deficit. 

Stephen B noted that we have the quinquennial report coming up, 
but that the regular checks and proactive approach used to date  
should mean there are no unexpected problems.

Rev Stephen said that Will Hunter will be meeting with all church 
treasurers and ministers to discuss the current financial difficulties 
everyone is experiencing and to assist with working out solutions.

Children and Youth



Because of the pandemic, children haven't been able to meet for 
worship. The weekly Zoom meeting was well supported for some 
time but is now receiving fewer and fewer participants. Activities for 
families have been included on the weekly worship sheet.

It was noted that – whilst church is reopening this Sunday – the 
children's groups will probably not be restarting until after Easter.

Mission

Circumstances have meant that the opportunities for mission have 
been quite limited. The sewing of scrubs, bags, caps etc for the Vic 
continued for some time. Donations of food were made which Rev 
Stephen passed to the food bank and food parcels were delivered to 
the needy. People are still doing grocery shopping for those who are 
shielding and worship sheets have been delivered by Gillian, Esther 
and Pat. Rev Stephen said that – whilst these have been useful – it is 
now important to note that it is safe for church to reopen and that 
people should be encouraged to return when they feel ready. 

Prior to the meeting, Gillian came up with the idea of getting the 
Easter gospel message into schools along with a chocolate gift. 
Stephen Breese confirmed that there is money in the mission fund for 
this. 

No membership cards have been given out for some time as most 
pastoral carers are shielding. There was a short discussion about how
we should go about delivering them – there were a couple of 
volunteers and Sarah Dunn will put out a plea for more help.

Future Church Councils – The next meeting is to be held in the 

week commencing (but not including) 13th September 2021. Viv will 



contact Rev Katie to see when she will be available, so an exact date 

that week can be set

The meeting closed with prayers at 8.45 p.m.






