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Governance 

Basis of preparation and legal framework 

The annual report and accounts have been prepared in accordance with the accounting policies set out 

in note 1 to the accounts and comply with the Charities Act 2011 and "Accounting and Reporting by 

Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing their accounts in 

accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 

102) (effective 1 January 2019).

Full Name of Charity: 

Registration Charity Number: 

Date of registration: 

Charity in present form from 2015/16 

Leeds South & West Methodist Circuit 

1129529 

2009 

(It became the continuing entity of the Charity no of Leeds Headingley and West registered in 2009) 

Main communication address: 

Circuit Office, Wesley Road Chapel, Wesley Road, Leeds LS12 1 UL 

The members of the Leeds South & West Methodist Circuit meeting are the Charity Trustees, 

membership being made up of circuit office holders, ministers and representatives appointed by the 

local churches. A Trustee List is attached as Appendix A to this report as at the year end 

Circuit Ministers and officers 

Active Circuit Ministers 

Rev Jo Lightowler (Superintendent), 

Rev Pete Brazier, Rev Keith Hunt (non-Stipendiary), Rev Mo Onyett, Rev Rach Ward, Deacon 

Guy Austin-Bride. 

Rev Keith Hunt retired in Dec 24, and Rev Brazier left to new appointment in Aug 25 

Circuit Stewards (Lay Volunteers} 

Miss Anne Jackson (Senior), Mrs Kirsty Butler, Mr Peter Cordwell, Prof Edmund Linfield, 

Mr Phil Maud, Dr Rob Moore, Mrs Elizabeth Smith, Mrs Janet Taylor, Mr Stuart Westerman, 

Miss Audrey Wilks, 

Mrs Kirsty Butler, Mr Peter Cordwell finished their appointments this year and Mrs Janet Taylor 

was appointed. 

Administrators 

Mrs Erica Hartley & Miss Helen Boocock 

Property Caretaker 

Mr Paul Metcalfe 

Miss H C Boocock acted as the principal officer overseeing the day-to-day financial management and 

accounting for the circuit during the year. 

Auditors: 

Investment Bankers: 

Azets Audit Services 

12 King Street, Leeds LS1 2HL 

Central Finance Board of the Methodist Church 

Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes 
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LEEDS SOUTH & WEST METHODIST CIRCUIT 
 
INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT 
 

TO THE TRUSTEES OF LEEDS SOUTH & WEST METHODIST CIRCUIT 
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Opinion 
We have audited the financial statements of Leeds South & West Methodist Circuit Charity
31 August 2025 which comprise the statement of financial activities, the balance sheet, the statement of cash flows 
and notes to the financial statements, including significant accounting policies. The financial reporting framework 
that has been applied in their preparation is applicable law and United Kingdom Accounting Standards, including 
Financial Reporting Standard 102 The Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland 
(United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting Practice). 
 
In our opinion, the financial statements: 
- 31 August 2025 and of its incoming resources 

and application of resources, for the year then ended; 
- have been properly prepared in accordance with United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting Practice; 

and 
- have been prepared in accordance with the Charities Act 2011. 
 
Basis for opinion 
We conducted our audit in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK) (ISAs (UK)) and applicable 
law. Our responsibilities under those standards are further described in the Auditor's responsibilities for the audit of 
the financial statements section of our report. We are independent of the charity in accordance with the ethical 

Standard, and we have fulfilled our other ethical responsibilities in accordance with these requirements. We believe 
that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion. 
 
Conclusions relating to going concern 
In auditing the financial statements, we have concluded that the trustees' use of the going concern basis of 
accounting in the preparation of the financial statements is appropriate. 
 
Based on the work we have performed, we have not identified any material uncertainties relating to events or 
conditions that, individually or collectively, may cast significant doubt on the charity
concern for a period of at least twelve months from when the financial statements are authorised for issue. 
 
Our responsibilities and the responsibilities of the trustees with respect to going concern are described in the 
relevant sections of this report. 
 
Other information 
The other information comprises the information included in the annual report other than the financial statements 
and our auditor's report thereon. The trustees are responsible for the other information contained within the annual 
report. Our opinion on the financial statements does not cover the other information and we do not express any form 
of assurance conclusion thereon. Our responsibility is to read the other information and, in doing so, consider 
whether the other information is materially inconsistent with the financial statements or our knowledge obtained in 
the course of the audit, or otherwise appears to be materially misstated. If we identify such material inconsistencies 
or apparent material misstatements, we are required to determine whether this gives rise to a material misstatement 
in the financial statements themselves. If, based on the work we have performed, we conclude that there is a 
material misstatement of this other information, we are required to report that fact. 
 
We have nothing to report in this regard. 
 
Matters on which we are required to report by exception 
We have nothing to report in respect of the following matters in relation to which the Charities (Accounts and 
Reports) Regulations 2008 requires us to report to you if, in our opinion: 
- the information given in the financial statements is inconsistent in any material respect with the trustees' 

report; or 
- sufficient accounting records have not been kept; or 
- the financial statements are not in agreement with the accounting records; or 
- we have not received all the information and explanations we require for our audit. 
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Responsibilities of trustees 
As explained more fully in the statement of trustees' responsibilities, the trustees are responsible for the preparation 
of the financial statements and for being satisfied that they give a true and fair view, and for such internal control as 
the trustees determine is necessary to enable the preparation of financial statements that are free from material 
misstatement, whether due to fraud or error. In preparing the financial statements, the trustees are responsible for 
assessing the charity tinue as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters related to going 
concern and using the going concern basis of accounting unless the trustees either intend to cease operations, or 
have no realistic alternative but to do so. 
 
Auditor's responsibilities for the audit of the financial statements 
We have been appointed as auditor under section 144 of the Charities Act 2011 and report in accordance with the 
Act and relevant regulations made or having effect thereunder. 
 
 
Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a whole are free from 
material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor's report that includes our opinion. 
Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance but is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance 
with ISAs (UK) will always detect a material misstatement when it exists. Misstatements can arise from fraud or 
error and are considered material if, individually or in the aggregate, they could reasonably be expected to influence 
the economic decisions of users taken on the basis of these financial statements. 
 

www.frc.org.uk/auditorsresponsibilities. This description forms part of our auditor's report. 
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Extent to which the audit was considered capable of detecting irregularities, including fraud 
Irregularities, including fraud, are instances of non-compliance with laws and regulations. We design procedures in 

misstatements in respect of irregularities, including fraud. 
 
We obtain and update our understanding of the entity, its activities, its control environment, and likely future 
developments, including in relation to the legal and regulatory framework applicable and how the entity is complying 
with that framework.  Based on this understanding, we identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the 
financial statements, whether due to fraud or error, design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks, 
and obtain audit evidence that is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion.  This includes 
consideration of the risk of acts by the entity that were contrary to applicable laws and regulations, including fraud. 
 
In response to the risk of irregularities and non-compliance with laws and regulations, including fraud, we designed 
procedures which included: 
 

 Enquiry of management and those charged with governance around actual and potential litigation and 
claims as well as actual, suspected and alleged fraud;  

 Reviewing minutes of meetings of those charged with governance; 
 Assessing the extent of compliance with the laws and regulations considered to have a direct material 

effect on the financial statements or the operations of the entity through enquiry and inspection;  
 Reviewing financial statement disclosures and testing to supporting documentation to assess compliance 

with applicable laws and regulations; 
 Performing audit work over the risk of management bias and override of controls, including testing of 

journal entries and other adjustments for appropriateness, evaluating the business rationale of significant 
transactions outside the normal course of business and reviewing accounting estimates for indicators of 
potential bias.  

 Performing audit work over the timing and recognition of revenue and in particular whether it has been 
recorded in the correct accounting period. 

 
Because of the inherent limitations of an audit, there is a risk that we will not detect all irregularities, including those 
leading to a material misstatement in the financial statements or non-compliance with regulation.  This risk 
increases the more that compliance with a law or regulation is removed from the events and transactions reflected 
in the financial statements, as we will be less likely to become aware of instances of non-compliance.  The risk of 
not detecting a material misstatement resulting from fraud is higher than for one resulting from error, as fraud may 
involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the override of internal control. 
 
 
Other matters 
 
Your attention is drawn to the fact that the charity has prepared financial statements in accordance with "Accounting 
and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing their accounts in 
accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102)" (as 
amended) in preference to the Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice issued 
on 1 April 2005 which is referred to in the extant regulations but has now been withdrawn. 
 
This has been done in order for the financial statements to provide a true and fair view in accordance with current 
Generally Accepted Accounting Practice. 
 
Use of our report 

trustees as a body, for our audit work, for this report, or for the opinions we have formed. 
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Auditors 
 
Azets Audit Services Limited is eligible for appointment as auditor of the charity by virtue of its eligibility for 
appointment as auditor of a company under section 1212 of the Companies Act 2006. 
 

Azets Audit Services Limited  
Statutory Auditor  
 
12 King Street  
Leeds  
LS1 2HL  
 
Date: .........................  
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