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THE PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL OF

ST JOHN'S CHURCH, STANSTED NOUNTFITCHET

Aims ses and ob'ectives o the PCC
St John's Par ochial Church Council (PCC) has the responsibility of co-operating with the
incumbent in promoting in the ecclesiastical parish the whole mission of the Church,
pastoral, evangelistic, social and ecumenical. The PCC is also responsible for the
maintenance of the church building and grounds and the church hall.

On 4'" February 2021, the PCC voted in favour of the suspension of the benefice of
Stansted, Birchanget and Farnham. Fr om the 13'" April 2021 Colin Fairweather became
Priest-in-Charge of Stansted, Birchanger, Farnham and Takeley with Little Canfield (knownas the Five Churches).

St John's is entitled to three representatives to vote at Deanery Synod. This pr ovides
The PCC with an impor tant link between the parish and the wider str uctures of the church

St John's has strong links with St Nary's Chur ch of England School. Rev'd Helen Flack has
now been appointed to the post of Diocesan Governor at St Nary's School.

The PCC is committed to enabling as many people as possible to worship at our church andto become part of our parish community at St John' s. The PCC maintains an overview of
worship thr oughout the parish and makes suggestions on how our services can involve the
many groups that live within our parish. Our services and worship aim to put faith into
practice through prayer and scripture, music and sacrament.

Re on PCC activities duri 2021
At the start of the year we wer e still in interregnum as Rector Rev'd Paul Wilkin had leftat the end of November 2020.

Covid 19 Restrictions
Although the Covid19 restrictions appear ed to be gradually lifting at the end of 2020,2021 began with another lockdown and the first Sunday service of 2021 was on Zoom with
only Rev'd kelen in the church. On some Sundays visiting cler gy officiated either in thechurch or from their homes. On 28'" Narch (Palm Sunday) the church was re-opened forpublic worship once again. The following Sunday on Easter Day there were 40 sociallydistanced and face-masked members of the congregation. Choir numbers wer e r estricted.At the Rev'd Dr. Colin Fair weather's licensing by the Bishop of Colchester on Tuesday 13'"
April, numbers wet e strictly limited.



Prayer/Worship/Pastoral Care
St John's 9.30 service is a sung Eucharist with choir. The service is also available on line

through the Zoom platform. The PCC is grateful to the team of sidesmen who are on hand
to guide and welcome our congregation each week. Members of the congregation lead
inter cessions and read the first lesson.

All are welcome to attend our regular services, At present there are 90 names on the
Chur ch Electoral Roll. Four people died and ten new names have been added.

Rev'd Colin and Rev'd Helen hold monthly "Exploring Baptism" meetings for those asking for
childr en to be baptised. They are very ably assisted at these meetings by Margaret Hill
who plays a very imper tant role in liaising with families, preparing cards and carrying out all
the necessary paperwor k Six baptisms were held in St John's in 2021, either during the
9.30 a.m. service or at 3 p.m. on the third Sunday of the month.

Ar ound six people regularly attend Morning Prayer on Zoom five days a week.

As our Priest-in-Charge has responsibility for five churches, it has been necessary to
introduce a new pattern of services. Licensed Lay Ministers Hugh Mascetti and Jo Pratt
are now part of our ministry team and are included in the services rota together with our
or dained clergy. On the first Sunday of each month, both Rev'd Colin and Rev'd Helen are
in attendance at St John's 9.30 "Family" communion service. When ther e are five Sundays
in the month, a "Five Churches" service is held on the last Sunday - rotating the venue
each time.

It has been decided not to reintroduce the 8 a.m. Holy Communion Service on Sundays or
the Wednesday 10 a.m. Holy Communion Ser vice.

The Tots service on Tuesday mornings resumed after Lockdown, and it was good that while
the church building was not used during that time, Tots childr en and par ents were able to
meet on the Recreation Gr ound if weather permitted.

Kathryn West, Pastoral Assistant, liaises with the clergy to visit members of our parish
who are unable to attend church due to sickness or age. The clergy are available to visit
chur ch members who have f equested it, to celebr ate communion with them either at their
homes or in hospital. The ministry team take monthly services at local Car e Homes
Hargrave House and Mountfitchet House.

In November our regular All Souls Service was held to which r ecently bereaved villagers
were invited.



Also in November, Colin led his fit st Remembrance Sunday service at the War Metnorialwhich was very well attended.

Stella Ski le'ng continues to organise The purchase of Bible Reading Fellowship notes whichare used in private worship by members of our congregation. Thanks to Stella for this.
Church Administration
Barbor a our excellent Church Administrator lef t at the end of May 2021 to move with he
2022).
family to her hotne country of Slovakia. She was r eplaced b Sarah (wh l ftac y

A new website for the Five Chur ches was proposed and is in the process of being finalised.

Church Building/&rounds
IAfter Colin s appointtnent, he held a "Sacred Space" tneeting in St John's to declutter andreorganise the space.

There is still concern about the enor mous cost of heating the church and every effort isbeing tnade to reduce the cost, whilst keeping the chur ch wartn.

The PCC is pleased that the chur ch building is once again open for use as a c tu e as a concert venuew ic attracts across-section of people from the local area. We are p t I l le ar icuar ypeaseda tnusic@stansted, are once again able to hold their very well supported concerts.
A gardening group was fortned to impletnent new planting and keep the weeds down.

The installation of a servof a servery in St Johns was approved in principle at the end of 2021.
I

PCC were concerned about the condition of the surface of the car park, although the costof totally reorganising the space has proved prohibitive.

Several unauthorised cars we e causing a probletn in the church carpark. After disit was reed th er iscussion,ag at a no parking sign be ordered to be placed at the entrance to thecarpark (This has now been installed)

The PCC paid for the resurfacing of par t of the road leading to St Mary's church; thisroad still r emaining the PCCs r esponsibility.

hhission/Outreach/Fundraising

IRev d Helen has been instrumental in or ganising and facilitating the "Living in Love andFaith" course for tnetnbers of the congregation. At the end of 202f she launched a pilot



"Being With" course to begin in 2022 aimed at those new to the Christian faith. This

latter course was designed by St Martin in the Fields.

Coffee Pot did not take place in St John's during Covid restr ictions, and it has been

decided not to r estart it. The main reason for this is that the "Touchpoint" hub are now

operating on Thursdays in the Day Centre, offering tea/coffee/lunches and support to the

community. It was felt that by reopening Coffee Pot ther e would be a duplication of

effort. We now have a "Coffee Pot" table at the Touchpoint centr e where we continue to

support church members and other members of our community.

It was decided in 2021 that we would no longer collect goods and clothing for Whitechapel

Mission. Rev'd Helen has established a close connection with St Martin in the Fields in

London and it is hoped that we can support their activities.

The village community wer e very supportive of the Chr istmas Mar ket which resumed after

a year's absence due to the pandemic. A record amount (f„3,400) was raised for church

funds

PCC are grateful to Jean Newson for running the 300 Club and also for keeping us supplied

with fair tr ade goods through the Traidcr aft stall she sets up in church most weeks.

PCC are grateful to the Craft Ladies and Sue Bone (Candles) for their excellent fund

raising for the church.

Thanks also to members of our congr egation who take Childr en's Society collecting boxes,

and to coordinator Katy bocker ill.

And of course, we continue to be thankful to members of our "giving" scheme for their

generous financial support at a time of rising prices.

St John's Organisations

The PCC would like to thank all volunteer s who work so hard to make our chur ch the lively

and vibrant community it is.

The St John's choir continues to play a key role in our worship, thanks to the dedication of

choit members under Anne Brooks' leadership.

We ar e so for tunate to have an excellent team of skilled flower arrangers led by Jean

Robinson who transform the church thr ough various seasons of the year. Thanks also go

to those members of our congregation who meet sever al times a year to give the church a

good clean.



Ecumenical Relationships
The church is a tnetnber of Chur ches Together in Stansted (CTS) and repr esentatives
attend the Forutn tneetings which ar e held three titnes a year. The PCC is proud of the
achievements of the CTS under whose auspices the following at'e run: Alessy Church,
World bay of Pt'aye', Lent Groups, CTS Harvest Supper, support for Teatns4u Christmas
shoebox appeal and the Celebr ation of Chr istmas Service, which in 2021 was held outside
in the )Memorial Gardens in the grounds of St Johns. Music was supplied by the Bishop' s
Stortford Town Band

St John's Church Hall
The Church Hall Cotntnittee continues to liaise with the PCC thr ough Katy bocker ill. Hafl

hhanager Jean Newson deals with the day to day r unning of the hall.
bisabfed toilet facilities, with a baby changing area, were installed in the church hall and

the kitchen area was refurbished. After the difficulties of letting during the Covid 19
Pandetnic, organisations hiring the church half began to resume their activities without

r estr iction in 2021.

PCC Structure, governance and managementThe PCC tnet fout' titnes in 2021 - on 15@hharch (by Zoom), 8+ April (by Zoom), 14'" June
{by Zootn) and 13+ Septetnber (in church) with an average level of attendance of 80%.The tnethod of appointment of PCC tnetnbers is set out in the Chur ch Representation Rules.

St John's ts cur rently entitled to nine elected tnembers. At St John's the tnember ship of
the PCC consists of the incutnbent (our Priest-in-Charge), chur chwardens and those
elected by tnetnbers of the congregation who ar e on the electoral roll of The church. All

those who attend our ser vices ar e encour aged to r egister on the electoral r oil and stand
for election to the PCC.

PCC tnetnber s at'e responsible for making decisions on all matters of general concern and

itnportance to the parish, including deciding on how the funds of the PCC are to be spent,PCC tnetnbers are required to seek re-election every three yeat's and stand down for a
period of at least one year after six years' service.
Kathryn 1@est
Secretary to St John's PCC



ST JOHN'S PARISH CHURCH, STANSTED MOUNTFITCHET

Independent Examiner's Report to the members of the Parochial
Church Council

I report on my examination of the accounts for the ended 31"December 2021.

Responsibilities and basis of report

As members of the PCC you are responsible for the preparation of the
accounts in accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act 2011 (the
Act).

I report in respect of my examination of the accounts carried out under section
145 of the Act and in carrying out my examination I have followed all the
applicable Directions given by the Charity Commission under section 145(5)(b)
of the Act.

Independent-Examiner's Statement

I have completed my examination. I confirm that no material matters have
come to my attention in connection with the examination giving me cause to
believe that in any material respect:

1. accounting records were not kept as required by section 130of the Act;
oi'

2. the accounts do not accord with those records.

I have no concerns and have come across oo matters in connection with the
examination to which attention should be drawn in this report in order to
enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be reached.

Edmund R Wilkinson ACIB

24, Brewery Lane, Stansted Mountfitchet

25+ April 2022.


