
Report from Willerby Methodist Church 2022-2023

Much has happened in the church and circuit over the last 12 
months. The main change is that Rev Louisa has been made 
the superintendent of the circuit. This of course brought extra 
responsibilities for her.  This came about because in #August 
we lost three ministers from the circuit, Rev Andrew Stead, Rev 
Margaret Asiedu and Rev Randell Barlow. The Superintendent 
also sat down due to ill health.  Two new ministers were 
appointed to the circuit Rev Helen Hickson and Rev Christine 
Sutherby.
As reported by Rose last year the Hub system was being talked 
about and this has now taken place with Willerby in a hub with 
Derringham Bank, Cottingham and Askew Avenue.   Regular 
meetings are held with the various reps from these four 
churches to discuss worship plans and other ways the churches 
can work together. Rev Louisa and the stewards are 
encouraged by the way the congregation from Willerby have 
embraced the hubs and when a service is held at another 
church there us always a good representation from Willerby. 
Problems do arise however when the plan is being put together 
due to the lack of presbyters and appointment dates from local 
preachers. This subsequently results in many local arrangement
services having to be included in the plan. This is always a 
problem for the stewards in finding speakers, topics or other 
ways of leading these services. If you have any ideas for the 
local arrangements, please speak to a steward.  The other thing
that is affected are services for special times of the year. For 
instance, this year there will be no service on Easter Sunday at 
Willerby. Instead the services over Easter are spread over the 
hub churches, the Service at Willerby will be on Maundy 
Thursday. A new introduction is that there will now be one 
circuit service on each plan with the host church from various 
parts of the circuit. Several of the churches are able to zoom 
the service so even if you can’t get to the serviced you can still 
join in on a Sunday morning. At Willerby we continue to zoom 
our services on a Sunday morning and it is then put onto 
YouTube where it still receives many views.
We are also grateful for our three workers in the church, Mandy,
Sally and Grahame.  Many continues with the Time for Tots, 



Friday club and chill zone for the older youths assisted by John 
Seymour.  Time for tots regularly gets over 20 children per 
session. Also once a month on the first Saturday Mandy runs 
Family fun. This again is attended by many families and help is 
always needed on this day. 
Sally has been covering Amy’s maternity leave for the year and
has introduced several new things. The warm welcome 
mornings have been very well attended and Sally has tried to 
get people to come and meet with the customers. These have 
included reps from a solicitors, police reps and even beauty 
treatments in the Coffee shop on a Friday morning and on the 
8th March has the MP Emma Hardy visiting . Numbers have 
increased at all the activities and as well as doing sll that work 
she has continued as the church cleaner.  
Grahame the caretaker has also worked well assisting Sally 
when needed and carrying out his normal duties with minimum 
supervision.
The church continued hoisting the vaccine clinic and this is due 
to return in April for a ten-week period. 
We have been very fortunate with the lets in the church 
premises and this has enabled our finances to maintain a good 
level for which our treasurer is thankful.
With regards work around the Church the following is being 
done.
Replacing soffits/guttering around the church.
The first half of the project has been completed and the quality 
looks good
so far. Hopefully the issues of the guttering not being sufficient 
to deal with the volume of water will be resolved once the 
project is finished. Estimated cost £4000-5000 to complete this 
project. The Finance and Property Committee is hoping to finish
this project this calendar year.
ii) Issue of water ingress into the joints on cladding to windows 
(various). It was decided to move the priority of this work 
forward 
This cladding is used extensively around the church and so the 
numbers of joints to be repaired are numerous. A quotation has 
been obtained from a local firm, Wardolls, which is a property 
maintenance company based in Anlaby. The quotation including



vat: £4,080. The Finance and Property Committee have 
considered this issue in depth and have agreed to proceed. The
resources for this cost are to come from the Building 
Development Fund (balance £5,500). The Church Council is 
asked to agree for this work to proceed.
iii)Re-pointing the entrance wall on the east side of 
church/minor repairs in the car park
This cost is included in the above quotation from Wardolls.
iv) Re-carpeting of the foyer
A split has developed in the matting in the foyer which 
unfortunately means that the matting needs to be renewed. 
While looking at the matting, the carpet tiles surrounding it are 
dirty and faded partly due to age. A quotation has been 
obtained from Morgan and Quinn based in Anlaby to remove 
and dispose of the current carpet tiles, lay plywood on top of 
the floorboards and af ix the new tiles to the plywood. Total cost
is £1,284 including vat. The property team has widely 
canvassed on the tile pattern particularly relating to the need 
for the flooring to be ‘dementia friendly’. This project was 
considered by the Finance and Property Committee and was 
agreed. The resources for this cost are to come from the 
Building Development
Fund (balance £5,500). The Church Council is asked to agree for
this work to proceed.
v). Continuation of various gardening jobs – clearance of 
vegetation/re-planting where necessary.  
The treasurer is pleased to note that our income has not really 
suffered over the last 12 months as most of the  people who 
hir3ed prior to Covid have returned and extra lets have also 
been added, the biggest of these being the dance class and the
vaccine clinic. 






















