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‭High Street Methodist Church Witney is a member of the Methodist Church UK Connexion. The‬
‭charity is governed in accordance with the Constitutional Practice and Discipline of the‬
‭Methodist Church.‬

‭Activities‬

‭The last 12 months (1 September 2023 – 31 August 2024)  have seen the church‬
‭continue to be a busy hub at the very heart of our community, and we should be proud‬
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‭of the reputation we have within the town for being a place that is active in making‬
‭Witney be the best it can be.‬

‭Our worshipping community remains constant in our weekly attendance numbers. Our‬
‭membership numbers have declined, but this is due to the removal of those who had‬
‭not been active for a number of years or had moved away, so the reduction in numbers‬
‭doesn’t display any real term drop off. Our pastoral team continues to provide‬
‭exceptional care for the church membership, and the church does an excellent job of‬
‭ensuring that it is a community rooted in love and fellowship.‬

‭Church life continues to be busy and thriving. The church community meal now provides‬
‭free meals each week to those who either need a good meal or some good company,‬
‭and the church coffee bar offers free drinks and snacks to anyone who needs them, a‬
‭provision gratefully accepted by so many in the community with hundreds visiting each‬
‭week. The Alpha team continues to put on at least two Alpha courses each year, and‬
‭this is a ministry growing in both numbers and power. In addition to this, we continue to‬
‭have successful small group ministries, prayer teams, and around 1,000 children attend‬
‭our church each year to explore Christianity as part of the Experience programme. The‬
‭church also oversees an Ecumenical Town Centre Chaplaincy team that has almost 20‬
‭chaplains now recruited and ministering to the town. Another ministry of note is the‬
‭Dorcas team, who continue to use ‘craftivism’ to bring hope to the community and to‬
‭challenge injustice in the world. These are just some of the ministries that are active‬
‭through High Street Methodist Church.‬

‭The church staff and stewards continue to do an exceptional job of ensuring the‬
‭day-to-day church activities run well, and just as importantly, that the church building‬
‭remains one of the busiest buildings in all of Witney. U3A members use the building‬
‭almost daily, as well as music societies, the horticultural society, the Women’s Institute,‬
‭weight loss classes, dance classes, and many many more. Three groups that use our‬
‭building that I wish to make particular note of are Witney Community Fridge and Larder‬
‭(WFR), Christians Against Poverty (CAP), and Apollos Clothing. These are all housing‬
‭in the Wesley Centre meaning that this centre has now fulfilled it’s long term vision of‬
‭being a centre for social justice. WFR provides around 30,000 food collections each‬
‭year, CAP helps numerous people exit debt as well as running LifeSkills courses, and‬
‭Apollos is a relatively new charity that offers free clothing to anyone who needs it.‬

‭The annual report is a welcome opportunity that enables us to take a step back and see‬
‭the large scope of work that takes place in and through the church, and we can truly say‬
‭that the community would not be the same without us.‬

‭God Bless,‬

‭Rev Jason Cooke‬
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