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DEVONSHIRE ROAD EVANGELICAL CHURCH
England & Wales · Charity number 1128987

Details

Other names DREC

Status Registered

Legal form Previously excepted

Registered 2009-04-02

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address 11 Locking Stumps Lane
Birchwood
Warrington
WA3 7LZ

Phone 01925822759

Email DFSPEARE@BTOPENWORLD.COM

Website www.altrinchham-evangelicalchurch.org

Activities

Objects: THE PURPOSES OF THE CHURCH SHALL BE FOR THE PUBLIC BENEFIT:-(1) THE
ADVANCEMENT OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH IN ACCORDANVE WITH THE BASIS OF FAITH IN THE
UNITED KINGDOM AND ABROAD BUT PRIMARILY IN THE AREA SURROUNDING ALTRINCHAM(2)
SUCH OTHER CHARITABLE PURPOSES AS SHALL, IN THE OPINION OF THE ELDERS, FURTHER THE
WORK OF THE CHURCH.

Activities: 1. The advancement of the Christian faith in the United Kingdom and Abroad but primarily in the
area surrounding Altrincham, Cheshire.2. Such other charitable purposes as shall further the work of the
church
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Classification

• How: Makes Grants To Individuals, Makes Grants To Organisations, Provides Buildings/facilities/open
Space, Provides Services

• What: General Charitable Purposes, Education/training, The Prevention Or Relief Of Poverty, Overseas
Aid/famine Relief, Religious Activities

• Who: Children/young People, Elderly/old People, Other Charities Or Voluntary Bodies, The General
Public/mankind

Geography

• Area of benefit: UNDEFINED. IN PRACTICE, LOCAL AND OVERSEAS

• Albania

• France

• Niger

• Russia

• Trafford

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2024-12-31 £30,055 £30,232 - -

2023-12-31 £77,584 £38,463 - -

2022-12-31 £23,875 £22,689 - -

2021-12-31 £23,062 £21,813 - -

2020-12-31 £22,849 £29,874 - -

Trustees

Name Role Appointed

DAVID SPEARE FCA

David Harold Glasscock 2023-10-18

MR GEOFF CHESWORTH
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ANNUAL CHURCH MEETING – 2025

REPORTS 2024

Revitalisation

The possibility of an exercise to "revitalise" DREC was first suggested several years ago. The exercise was being
led by Partnership, now merged with Counties, both organisations being closely associated with the Church
Growth Trust, our building Trustees.
Progress has been slow, due principally to resource issues within Partnership/Counties — the "Project 
Coordinator" in the North West of England is on his own, and only works 3 days each week for Counties.

Church Health Check
The Church Health Check was completed early last year, with input from members of the Fellowship, and the 
Project Coordinator’s report received and circulated to members of the Fellowship. The report was 
comprehensive, with analysis of our strengths and weaknesses, and was discussed at a specially convened 
meeting of the Fellowship. A number of recommendations were made, some of which are being followed 
through.

Vision and Mission Statement
The Vision and Mission Statements  have been prepared and been communicated to the Fellowship.  A
plaque has been prepared and is displayed in the foyer, they are also displayed on the notice board outside,
on the front of the Church building.

Dunelm Café Group
A group of 3 to 5 of us have been meeting weekly on Monday mornings from 10.30 to 11.30 for fellowship
(including coffee/cakes) and Bible Study. It is now apparent that we have been "noticed" although we have
not, as yet, been approached by any other patrons of the café.

On Monday 11th we gave out invitations to our Quiz Night, although there was no response. On Monday 25th
we gave out copies of booklet, 'Why Easter?", which were mostly well received.

Leadership and Culture
Among the Coordinator’s observations were issues relating to Leadership and Culture. He offered to help us in 
this regard, and is coming to talk about these matters on a Sunday in June.
Assistance from other local Evangelical Churches

The Associate Pastor at Emmanuel, Northwich, and the Senior Pastor at City Church, Manchester,
have both been approached for advice and assistance.

Samaritan's Purse
Clean Water Project (Turn on the tap)

Samaritans Purse Clean Water Project. We are so thankful, once again, for all those who donated their small 
change to our water bottle. Over the past year we collected, and sent £49.17. Samaritans Purse are always very 
grateful for all the donations, so they can provide safe water for so many people, who would otherwise have to 
drink dirty water. Thousands of people die each year from diseases caused by dirty water. As well as providing 
wells, rainwater tanks, and BIOS and water filters, Samaritans Purse also provide health and hygiene education. 
“As our teams work in crisis areas of the world, people often ask, “Why did you come?” The answer is always 
the same: “We have come to help you in the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ.” Our ministry is all about Jesus—
first, last, and always. As the Apostle Paul said, “For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as 
Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake.” 2 Corinthians 4:5 (ESV). 

Operation Christmas Child
Operation Christmas Child. A big thank you to all who filled a shoebox with gifts for the children. We delivered
22 boxes to the local collection point. From the cash donations we also received, we were able to make up 3 
boxes online, with a donation for the Greatest Journey. After receiving a shoebox gift, children have the 
opportunity to enrol in The Greatest Journey - 12 fun and interactive Bible lessons, where they get the chance to 
discover who Jesus is and how to begin their own journey of faith. So, once again, thank you so much for your 
support.

Take-A-Break report

It continued to be a pleasure to meet with our TAB ladies on Wednesday mornings during the three school terms 



in 2024.  Numbers, only significantly dropping due to wintry   weather, resulted in an average attendance of 14 
ladies each week plus team members.  No change of team members from 2023 which is encouraging.  Two 
others come when free and are a blessing to the group. 
We were grateful for speakers connected to the church.  A church member helped us take part in Samaritan’s 
Purse shoebox project.  Outside speakers came from The Sweet Pea Society, Age UK and we tasted foods from 
Australia.
The Autumn Fayre raised £175 including an uplift from sale of greetings cards.  The Summer Fayre raised £147.
All funds went into our Mission Action account. From this and our takings and gifts we supported a child 
through World Vision each month and donated 
£200 to Leprosy Mission
£200 to Trafford Youth For Christ
£200 to Renewal North West
£200 to Christians Against Poverty.

We provided a lunch at the end of each term. Thank you to all who helped by both generous giving and effort.  
We met for ‘coffee in the lounge’ during July and August, always a good time for sharing together with the 
ladies. 
We were encouraged by the good support from the ladies for Easter and Christmas services, Harvest Supper, 
Quiz nights and a special favourite the good Friday meal and a member’s loving and delicious hospitality.  It 
continues to be difficult to get more ladies to attend our regular Sunday services
Thank you to church members for faithful continued prayer that God will bless our witness of his love in word 
and deed, and bring many to trust Jesus as their Saviour.
 
MISSION AID 
The Mission Aid Fund is funded by the sale of goods and preserves during the year. This enables us to meet the
cost of sponsorship of a child in Ethiopia, Africa. It also helps towards the cost of sending the boxes of baby 
packs and hygiene packs to Christian Mission International Aid (CMIAID) in Moldova. All the items are donated,
and our sincere thanks to all who have contributed.

DEACONS
Over the past year we have continued to address some of the requirements of the trustees’ survey, most 
recently the new ramp and replacement fire exit door.
We've had a few events during the year.  The quiz nights have been well received, and special thanks for 
the hard work in organising these.  It was particularly encouraging to see a few new faces at the most 
recent one.  We also had a musical evening, and hope to organise another musical evening this autumn.
We would like to thank you all for your prayers and support over the past year.  Particular thanks go to 
those involved for letting people into the church and locking up throughout the year.
 
FINANCIAL REPORT
The year 2024 accounts have again been audited by a former member of the church to whom we are very
grateful for his assistance and we did this year send a gift to his church for completing this task. Receipts for
the  year  2024 were  back  to  the more normal  annual  amount  after  the great  increase in  2023  due to  a
member’s very substantial gift of £50,000.  General Fund expenditure for the year was very similar to 2023,
due to more capital expenditure as specified in the Deacon’s report.  
Again,  owing to  very  generous gifts to  the Missionary Fund and the gift  to  the Special  Missionary Fund,
payments to missionaries and missionary organizations amounted to £5590. In additions there were donations
and gifts made from the General Fund amounting to £3293. The Mission Aid Account shows a healthy balance
with the help of a transfer of funds from ‘Take A Break’.

SECRETARY’S REPORT
I again wish to start by thanking all those who give so much of their time and energy in serving the Lord in the
church, in spiritual service and also in practical matters which have to be attended to in order for the church to
be maintained and services to be conducted safely and successfully. We are truly very grateful and thank you
all for your ministries.
We are always pleased to welcome new people as members of the church, so it was great to welcome a new
couple. Others came for a week or so, but did not continue in coming. Another couple have now moved to the
North East to be near family and we appreciated all the help they gave to the fellowship while they were with
us.  The number of  those attending on a Sunday morning has increased slightly,  although there are some
Sundays when numbers fluctuate with new people visiting the church and members away or unwell. 
We had great  time of  fellowship  on Good  Friday  and Easter  Day  services,  when we  commemorated the



Saviour’s death and rejoiced in a living Lord Jesus on Easter Sunday.
Christmas was celebrated with a Carols by Candlelight service which took place on Sunday morning 22nd
December.  There  were  about  30  people  present,  church  members  and  a  number  of  women  from  the
Wednesday ‘Take-A-Break’, and other visitors. There were carols, readings, a DVD drama, with the  meaning of
Christmas explained at the conclusion. Coffee, tea and mince pies were then served.
May we all experience the Lord’s continual blessing on all that we seek to do for His glory in the coming year.
We particularly pray that the Lord will provide all the resources we need especially families with children and
mature Christians to assist with the leadership of the church.















INDEPENDENT EXAMINER'S REPORT
I report to the trustees on the accounts of Devonshire Road Evangelical Church for the year ended 31 December 2024, 
which are set out on pages 1 to 6.

Basis of Independent Examiner's report
My examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the church and a comparison of the accounts 
presented with those records. It also includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the financial 
statements and seeking explanations concerning any such matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the 
evidence that would be required in an audit and consequently I do not express an audit opinion on the view given by the 
financial statements.

Independent Examiner's 
statement
In connection with my examination of the church funds, nothing came to my attention which gave me cause to believe 
otherwise than that the financial statements accord with the accounting records of the church. I am not aware of any 
matter to which attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of the financial statements to be 
reached.

Signed by the Independent Examiner:

Name and address of the Independent 
Examiner:
Colin Watts FCMA, 48 St Andrews Close, Fearnhead, Warrington, Cheshire, WA2 0EJ.
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