
Trustees Annual Report for the year 1st September 2019 to 31 August 2020 
 

Charity name: Arnold Methodist Church 
Also known as: “AMC”                                  
Registered charity number: 1128841 
Charity address: 54 Front Street                           
 Arnold                                         
 Nottingham                                
 NG5 7EL                                        

 
Trustees serving during the year were: 
  

Reverend Richard Byass (Chairperson) 
Maureen Carter (d. 6th July 2020) Margaret Moore 
Ian Wild  Robert Keighery 
Lesley Davies  Katja Brown 
Wendy Frost Pamela Bullett 
Patrick Henderson (Treasurer) Sally Belfield 
Ann Keighery Christine Stevenson 
Edna Rooke  Peter Crossley 
Carol Henderson  Susan Clayton  
Elaine Fletcher Wendy Jackson 
Ken Carter  Terry Howard 
       

Governance 
 
The governing documents of the Trust are the (Methodist) Deed of Union 1932 and the 
Methodist Church Act 1976. The trustees are members of Arnold Methodist Church who 
serve by virtue of the church office they hold or are elected at the Annual Church Meeting 
at which all members of the church are entitled to attend and vote. 
 
Objectives 
 
The purposes of the Methodist Church are and shall be deemed to have been since the 
date of union the advancement of – (a) the Christian Faith in accordance with the 
doctrinal standards and discipline of the Methodist church; (b) any charitable purpose for 
the time being of any connexional, district, circuit, local or any other organisation of the 
Methodist Church; (c) any charitable purpose for the time being of any society or 
institution subsidiary or ancillary to the Methodist Church; (d) any purpose for the time 
being of any charity being a charity subsidiary or ancillary to the Methodist Church. 
 
Activities 
 
During the year the Church provided for its members and for the public at large regular 
opportunities for Christian worship including shared acts of worship with other Churches 
of the Nottingham East Methodist Circuit of which AMC is a part.  It also made provision 
for children's and young people's work through Junior Church, youth work and Girls' and 
Boys' Brigades.  On average 80 adults and 10 children and young people attend Sunday 
worship and 30 people attend weekday acts of worship.  More than 100 children and 
young people attend weekday activities arranged for them.  In addition regular fellowship 
meetings both at the Church and in members' private homes are attended by 60 people. 
 
The Church is fully involved in the activities in the local community, including an annual 



house to house collection for Christian Aid, prayer meetings and a Christian presence at 
the annual Arnold Carnival.  AMC also joins with other churches in activities including 
Christmas and Easter acts of Christian witness in the market place adjacent to AMC. 
 
Pastoral needs for the Church and its community are provided by an extensive pastoral 
visitation scheme.  In addition to the minister of the Church (Rev. Richard Byass), the 
Church also employs: 
 

One part time Young People’s worker, Ann Keighery 
One part time Family worker, Sally Belfield 

 
A full range of social activities are arranged, including: 

2 regular weekly coffee mornings 
Playchurch, Lighthouse, and PJ Party  
Other periodic social events and party evenings. 

 
The Church participates in “Open the Book” presentations which bring enactments of bible 
stories to to local schools. 
 
In addition to the Church Council, made up of the trustees, there is a Property Committee 
which is responsible for the care and maintenance of Church buildings. 
 

A Mental Health befriending and support group started August 2016 and is attended by up 
to 40 people. The group offers safe space & support for sufferers, family & friends, with 
signposting and networking, and also social and therapeutic activities. It has won a 
national Methodist Insurance competition, and was runner-up in the local “Pride of 
Gedling” awards. 
 
Covid-19 
 
Measures to counter the Covid pandemic have resulted in the Church premises being 
closed for worship and other activities since the March 2020 lockdown, to keep everyone 
safe. During this period many church activities have moved on-line, using both “Zoom” 
and “Youtube” to keep church members in contact with each other. On-line activities 
included Church services, Prayer meetings, Church Council, Fellowship and Coffee 
meetings, etc. 
 
Brigades meetings, and “Lighthouse” meetings for Youth also went on-line, with additional 
on-line safeguards for young people. 
 
Paper copies of service and prayer sheets were also circulated for those who are unable to 
go on-line. 
 
Staffing 
 
The minister is a member of the staff of Nottingham East Methodist Circuit and allocated 
to work principally with AMC and its sister Church in the nearby village of Calverton.  The 
family and young people’s workers are employed by the Circuit and work solely at the 
Church, which reimbursed the employment costs, supported by grant aid from the Circuit 
Trustee Fund.  All other work within the Church within the Church is carried out 
voluntarily by members and friends, apart from specialist works where contractors are 
employed. 



Financial Review 
 
The Accounts for the year ended 31 August 2020 are published separately.  They are 
prepared following the Methodist Church's Standard Form of Accounts and have been 
independently examined by professional accountants.  No matters have been brought to 
the attention of the Trustees by this examination.   
 
The Church's Reserves Policy is to hold funds equivalent to approximately six month's 
turnover.  Turnover for 2019-20 was £97.2k and net current assets at 31 August 2020 
were £88.1k. 
 
At the end of the year, none of the Church's Funds were in material deficit. 
 
The Annual Report and Accounts were approved by the Trustees following the Church 
Council Meeting held on 25th November 2020 
 
Signed: Reverend Richard Byass     30th January 2021 
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b1 PAYNEEiITS
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Declaration & lE (1)

. DECLARATIONS

Treasurer
I eonfirm that I have prepared the accounts ftom the records of the Church and that thg y include all

funds under the control of the Church Council

Signature of Treasurer

Name f^r*o, H*rlpertl
Address t43 {4nqqsev DQ.t,n

Noff rtldr-tfiArrr n-Ief 65(

Presenhtion to the "Church Gou*cil for approval.

I conftrm that the Accouats have been presented fo the Church Council on

and were approved.

$igrnature sf the Chairof the meeling

Name of the Chalr of the meeting

Date
\

lndependent Examinefs Report to the Tnetees of the

Date 1/ t-/zu

LbaetLt&er(

Ghurch

li-l (Ja i-) M Erpalis, r

This Report is on the Churctr Aci:ounts for tlre year ended 31d August

Respec{ive responsibilitie of f{rrstees and Examiner

The charig's kustees are responsible for the prepantion af the accounts- The chari$'s fustees
consider ihat an audit is not required for this year under secfon 144 of the Charities Act 2011 {the
Charities Act) and that an independent e>camination is needed.

It is my responsibili$ to:
r Exami*e the accounts under Seciion 145 of the Cha*ties Act

. to follow tre procedures laid doram in the general Directions ginen by the Charity
Commissian {under Sectio* 145(5Xb} of the Charilies Act}, and

r to statewhether particular rnattem have conre to my attention.

f,J
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Declaration & lE {2}

Basis of Independent Exa'miner's Report

My examination was canied out in accordance with general Directions given by the Charity
Commission. An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a
comparison of the accounts presented with those records. lt also includes consideration of any
unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeking explanations from the trustees conceming
any such matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required
in an audit, and consequently no opinion is given as to whether the accounts present a 'true and fair'
view and the report is limited to those matters set out in the statement below.

tndependent Examiner's Statement

ln connection with my examination, no matter has come to my aftention (other than that disclosed
below*):

(1) which gives rne reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the
requirements:

. to keep accounting records in accordance with section 130 of the Charities Act;

. to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and comply with the

aecounting requirements of the Charities Act have not been met;

(2) to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order ts enable a proper
understanding of the accounts to be reached

* Please delete the words in the brackets if they da not apply appropriate

Name
John

Signature
--jri*"\

Relevant Professional qualification or body

FCCA,FCIE. Employee of CAPLUS

Address Unit 1&2 North West
41 Talbot Street
Nottingham NG1 5GL

22112t2024
Date
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