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REFERENCE AND ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION

The Parochial Church Council of Newchurch Parish Church, Culcheth is a charity registeredwith the Charity Commission for England and Wales.
Charity registration number: 1128702

The Church is based on Church Lane, Culcheth. The parish is part of the Diocese ofLiverpool and its official correspondence addresses are during the interregnum:
Mr Alan Wright Mr Geoff Bent
16 Bollin Close 10 Burnham Close
Culcheth Culcheth
Warrington Warrington
WA3 5DU WA3 4LJ

For the period from 1"January 2022 until the date of approval of this report, the followingpeonle served as members of the Parochial Church Council:

Incumbent

Churchwardens

Deanery Synod

Vacant

Mr Alan Wright
Mr Geoff Bent
Mr Alan Wright
Mr Rupert Rees
Mrs Jean Williams

Elected members
Safeguarding Officer
PCC Secretary
Treasurer

Co-opted

Electorai Roll Officer

Mrs Jean Williams
Mrs Ann Atkinson
Mrs Suzanne Kadodwala (resigned October 2022
Mrs Jean Wright
Mr Kenneth Quick
Miss Maureen Hurley
Mrs Freda Wilcock
Mrs Chris Crye
Mr Christpher Yates
Mrs Beverley Litton
Mrs Ann Mills
Mrs Sophie Rice (from October 2022)
Mr Bill Leatherbarrow

The Liverpool Diocesan Board of Finance acted as Custodian Trustee for the inalienable
property of the church.
Bank NatWest, 32 Market Street Leigh Lancashire WN7 1DX
Independent Examiner Mr Alan Parkinson, 7 Spires Gardens, Winwick, Warrington,

WA2 8WB
Quinquennial Architect Mr Robin Wolley, B Arch RIBA, The Studio, Ruthin, LL15 2PW
Legal Advisors The Bishop of Liverpool's Registry (Lee Bolton, Monier-

Williams, Solicitors, 1 The Sanctuary, Westminster,
London SW1P 3JT).

Day to day management control of the Church is exercised by the incumbent and wardens:
Mr. Alan Wright, Mr. Geoff Bent.



2. STRUCTURE, MANAGEMENT AND GOVERNANCE

Newchurch, Culcheth PCC is a body corporate and operates under the Parochial Church
Councils (Powers) bleasure 1956 and the Church Representation Rules.

The method of appointment of PCC members is set out in the Church Representation
Rules. All church members are encouraged to register on the Electoral Roll and stand for
election to the PCC

Newchurch Parish Church, Culcheth, forms part of a joint benefice with Christ Church,
Croft.

Other related trusts:
Culcheth Educational Foundation - registered charity No. 526389, a religious instruction
trust. The Rector and the two churchwardens are trustees.

The PCC operates three subcommittees:
Standin Committee: The terms of reference of this committee are to transact the
business of the council between PCC meetings subject to any directions given by the PCC,to set the agenda for PCC meetings and to reflect on issues which may require more time
than can be set aside at Council meetings due to pressure of business. This team is
composed of the clergy and lay officers of the church plus one elected member of the
PCC.

~Worshi Gron: This cornmirree is comprised oi clergy, readers and iay ieader: from beati
Christ Church and Newchurch. It is responsible for the rota and content of services.
Finance Committee: This committee is composed of the Sue Kadodwala up to October ancl
Sophie Rice November/December(PCC treasurers), The Church Wardens and Albert De
Jong (the Freewill Offering registrar). Its role is to oversee all financial transactions ofbehalf of the PCC.

The PCC monitors basic policies and procedures for: Health and Safety, Risk Assessment
and Management, Child and Vulnerable Adults Protection. Individual members of the PCCreceive training as and when deemed appropriate by the PCC
These are as follows:-

Risk Assessments
To identify their major risks, the PCC are undergoing a programme of assessments.Procedures are being put in place to manage those risks and minimise their impact on thelife of the church. Action in the main areas of risk has been taken as follows:

Financial Risk
Investments are only made in approved low risk funds approved for charity use, however,Newchurch is not currently able to make any financial investments due to general lack offunds.

The PCC have reviewed internal controls for annual accounts, cash and cheque handling,and the Treasurer reviews controls in line with regulatory requirements to ensure FinancialGovernance. These include:
~ Formalisation of the monthly Finance Meeting with the Finance Commiittee with thefollowing agenda items discussed and reviewed:

o Agree cheques to be paid
o Review progress on actions
o Discuss risks and issues
o AOB



s Minutes produced detailing invoices to be paid and key decisions made.
e Production and distribution of monthly income and expenditure sheets.
~ I'roduction of a 12 month budget forecast and quarterly management accounts

showing progress against budget.

Comphance with Law and Regulation
A I-lealth and Safety review has been undertaken by a member of the PCC. The PCC has
been appraised of the risks and the necessary compliance requirements and these are
being complied with. These procedures are reviewed regularly. There are procedures for
recording accidents and churchwardens and side persons are usually trained annually in
fire safety, however this year this has not been possible. Training will be re-introduced as
soon as regulations allow.

Operational Risk
Plans have been agreed so that in the event of the church becoming unusable for a limited
period then services will be held in the Parish Hall, if available.

Child and Vulnerable Adult Protection
The PCC takes its duty and obligation to protect children and vulnerable adults
seriously. Church members, where appropriate, are checked under child protection
legislation through the agreed online DBS service; this includes Parochial Church
Committee members as Trustees on the PCC of Newchurch. The PCC will continue to
review its policies based on the diocesan and the Church of England guidelines.

Reserves Policy
The PCC has an aspirational reserves policy whereby it intends to hold three to four months
running costs as a general reserve (circa E25,000 - E30,000).

At the end of the financial year, the reserve stood at E19,886.97 remaining the same as
20?1. It will continue to be the aim of the PCC to add to this, should the opportunity arise.

3. OBJECTIVES AND ACTIVITIES

The general functions of the PCC are stated within section 2 of the Parochial Church
Councils (Powers) Measure 1956. This states that the PCC 'is to co-operate with the
incumbent in promoting in the ecclesiastical parish the whole mission of the Church,
pastoral, evangelistic, social and ecumenical. ' At Newchurch our mission is to proclaim
the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to the doctrines and practices of the Church
of England, both through the Word and our deeds to love the Lord our God and to love his
children - our neighbours.

When planning our activities for the year, the PCC considered the Charity Commission's
guidance on public benefit and in particular, the specific guidance to charities concerned
with the advancement of religion.

'
.Our objectives for 2022 were to provide the following public benefits:
To Love the Lord our God and to be open to Him through

~ Regular public worship open to all
~ The provision of a sacred space for personal prayer and contemplation.
e To help people who have asked for assistance with prayer
~ To review our services in order to enhance the beauty of our worship and to make

occasional offices more accessible to those with no experience of church.



To Love our neighbours and be open to them
~ Pastoral work including visiting the sick, bereaved and elderly.
~ Taking assemblies for children in local schools and on church premises
~ Promoting the mission of the Church through the provision of activities for the
whole community.
~ Supporting other charities in the UK and overseas.

To Love each other through fellowship
~ Teaching of Christianity through sermons, courses and small groups.
~ To continue to meet with our ecumenical partners locally and to support one
another.

During 2022 we aimed to achieve these objectives by:
~ Following the relaxation of governmental restrictions with regard to Covid19,

implementation the procedures for services and outreach events has been graduallyintroduced.

4.ACHIEVEMENTS AND PERFORMANCE INCLUDING REVIEW OF CHARITABLE
ACHIEVEMENTS AGAINST OBJECTIVES

The interregnum has prevented the PCC from achieving as much as we would have
wished. The following section highlights the areas of activity and performance.

The electoral roll is now 83.

Worship:
Church services are on Sundays at 10.30am. Joint services with the other churches in the
group were arranged when there is a 5'" Sunday in a month. Special services are arrangedat relevant times, eg Carol services, Tree Festival services, Crib services, All Souls andRemembrance Day services during 2022 was as follows:
Average attendance at Sunday services during 2022 was as follows:10 30am Holy Communion: (held on 2"' Et 4'" Sundays of the month)
Adults: 49 Under 16's: 2 (26 services were held this year)10.30am Morning Worship
Adults: 36 Under 16's: 1. (23 services were held this year. )10.30am Average for both services:
Adults: 42 Under 16's: 2
6.30pm services held this year. All Souls 192 Adults 2 children. Christmas Tree Festival'
Closing Service 67 Adults 6 children and Choir Carol Service 79 Adults 7 children.
Crib service 64 children 148 adults.
Tuesday Service in the Parish Hall: 11.There were 37 services held this year.Occasional Offices for 2022
Weddings 5
Baptisms 22
Funerals 42
Interment of ashes 13
Communion was also given in care homes in the village.

18.30 Praise. A service of worship, reflections, prayer, and songs with a live band isbegan in June. It is held fortnightly at 6.30pm on Sundays in the Parish Hall.

Pastoral Care and Service to the Community



As Covid 19 regulations eased the Pastoral Visiting Team considered recommencing
visiting. Many found this challenging for a variety of reasons and could no longer be
involved in the group.

We are able to stay in touch virtually with members of the congregation/ friends of the
church, by distributing Easter/ Christmas cards etc. Regular monthly communion
services in both Chatburn Court (sheltered accommodation) and Holcroft Grange (Care
Home) continue.

Newchurch Junior Church
At present we have 8 children, the eldest of which is 8 and 5 are below school age. We
have 3 leaders and several parent helpers. The age range for whom we cater is 2 -16 years.
We were able to make our Easter Garden. We meet in the Family room every Sunday at10.30am. Our Nativity Play this year was interactive and involved the whole congregation.

The leaders organised 2 outreach/social event in Church, the Easter and Harvest
Extravaganzas. These attracted a significant number of families from outside the usual
congregation,

Mothers' Union
We started the year with our AGM and we were pleased to enrol 2 new members. The
Worship Group provided us with speakers when required. We celebrated the Queens
Platinum Jubilee with a members afternoon tea, also providing commemorative
bookmarks. We were able to host the Deanery Afternoon tea, the proceeds being sent to
Mother's Union Summer Appeal. October is the month we recognise the Merseyside
Mission to Seafarer's, as part of our M U commitment and in 2022 we were able to visit
the mission, taking toiletries and articles of clothing for distribution within the port. Our
Advent service was the final act of worship, the members attending a Christmas lunch at
the Village Club.

Church Building Report
(January — December 2022
We have not disposed of any assets and retain all our possessions and the general standard
of maintenance of the Church building is relatively good, a fortuitous situation bearing in
mind the continuing financial. deficit.

The Quinquenniel Report by the Diocesan architect was performed in September and
several items were mentioned for maintenance, most of which can be done by our
volunteer teams.

The annual boiler service was completed, as was the clearing of the lower levels of the
gutters to remove vegetation and debris. The 5 year electrical inspection has been
undertaken and was declared satisfactory.
There is evidence of rotting wood at the front of the lych gate where it meets the stone
wall and also loose slates. These issues are being addressed.
The Graveyard drainage project completed in 2020 has proved to be largely successful.
The project to refurbish the porch is ongoing.

Fundraising Activities
Fundraising activities in 2022 equated to a total of E10,331.

This included the usual fundraising events undertaken by volunteers within the
congregation such as the Christmas Tree Festival, regular film nights, music concerts,
quizzes, tea &. coffee activities, card sales, magazine sales and the 200 Club.
6



The Christmas Fayre and Christmas Tree Festival, raised E2,409 and E1,629 respectively.
This is an increase of income from E3,840 to E4,038. Of the money raised from the
Christmas Tree Festival, E434 was donated to the Children's Society.

Finance, Giving and Fundraising
2022 has proven to be a challenging year financially with many factors impacting on
incomings and expenditure, such as economic inflation, the energy crisis and cost of
living increase.

Overall, the total income for the church in 2022 has increased on 2021 levels (up by 7%i.e. E5,800).

Planned Giving in 2022 decreased by a further 1% to E25, 603, however there was a slight
Increase in the re-claim of tax rebate to E3,051. This income formed 46% of the total.
income stream for the year.

We would encourage all members of the congregation to continue to review their giving
and, if not already part of the Free Will Offering scheme, to consider making regul. ar
donations via the Parish Giving Scheme, standing order, cheque or envelope. If you pay
any form of tax please sign a Gift Aid declaration.

We would encourage members of the congregation to consider bequest donations in
their financial and wil'l planning.

General fund donations for the year saw a decrease of E592 to E9,145.

Income from funerals slightly increased by 8% to E11,392, whilst wedding income
Increased from E1,128 to E3,369 — although still only 56% of pre-pandemic levels (2019).

Income from the Parish Magazine adverts and sales totalled E2,223 which is an increase
on last year's income of E1,970, after printing expenses this resulted in a net profit of
E1,041.

Restricted Funds
Due to the Newchurch continuing interregnum, the restricted fund required for the
Sequestration account to keep a record of assigned fees has been maintained. Thebalance is currently E21,760 in credit, due to the dedication of the clergy team who
have carried out many services during the period without recompense.

Overall, there is a net increase in restricted funds of E3,961, detailed in the table
below.

Monies have been used from the churchyard fund for general equipment expenses andmaintenance, the expenses show a 6% increase from E4, 166 to E4,430.

Two new restricted funds have been created in 2022, the choir fund and the clock fund.The clock fund has. been set up to collect monies to assist with repairs to the clock andmechanism, which is currently in disrepair.

The separate fundraising project called the 'Drainage Project' which ran for theduration of 2017 to raise monies specifically to improve drainage within the churchyard
,

'

paid out retention monies of E1,200 following acceptable re-seeding of the area.Another phase of work is required to complete the project, however this would require7
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'A Sequestration account has been maintained and the balance of assigned fees held in a
restricted fund. PCC were unable to pay two of the 2021 Parish Share payments totaling
E11,704, during the year due to lack of unrestricted funds, this combined with arrears
from 2019 gives a total of E22, 627 due to Diocese in Parish Share arrears.

In conclusion, the overall financial position continues to be precarious, with the
continuing increase in expenditure, continuing decline of average attendance figures
and average age profile of the congregation needing to be reversed to secure the long-
term financial future of the Parish. However we are grateful for the continued support
from our loyal and generous congregation.

6. PLANS FOR THE FUTURE

In 2023 we intend to...
~ Re-establish the Church community when a new rector is appointed.
~ Continue to refurbish the entrance way of the church.
~ Work with the other local churches with a view to becoming a 'Dementia Friendly'

group.
~ Make repairs to the lych gate.
~ Consolidate the changes to the way baptisms are carried out, and to look to explore

how we can attract younger couples to start attending on a more regular basis.
~ Continue to be part of our deanery in the deanery mission plan.
Agent Transactions

The PCC acted as a financial agent for the following people I organisations:
~ Treasurer and Wardens E7,083 was received in regard to assigned fees for weddings,

funerals and burials in 2022 and is held in a Sequestration Account.
~ Organist, bells and vergers - E1,596 was received from funeral directors and wedding

couples regarding funerals and weddings respectively. This money was passed
directly to the appropriate individuals.





RECEIPTS

VOLUNTARY INCOME

RECEIPTS
Nawchurch a/c

unrestricted restricted
200 Club

unrestricted restricted
Junior C urch

unrestricted restricted
Christmas Tree' TOTALS

unrestricted rsslrirled unrestricted restricted

I Tsx Efficient fanned giving 101
2 Other Planned Giving-103a
3 Cogecaons al Services- 104
3a - 103b
4 Ag other giving & voluntary receipls Including Special
Ap eels-105
5 - 203b
6 Gift Aid Recovered-102
6s GA Small Donaticns Scheme
7 Legacies received ca ilai veluej-202
8 Grants (Incl one off & recurring)-201a
Ba -201b
ACTIVITES FOR GENERATING FUNDS
9 Gross Income from Fundraising Acgvgles-203a
INCOME FROM INVESTMENTS

2 24 268 78
2 800 00
E 8 245.59

2 8 145.15 2 1 285.00

f 3,051.36
E 535.00
2
f 1,000.00

E 6 506,76 f 2 19500

E 50.00

E 1 629.98

r 24 268 78
E 800.00

8 245.59
E

E 8,195.15
E

f 3,051.36
E 53&00
2
E I,ODD. OO

f
E 10,331.74
2

1,785.0D

10 Dividends, interest income from propert -301 & 302
CHURCH ACTIVITIES
11 Statutory fees retained by the Pcc (weddings,
funerals etc - 404
12 Gross mcoms from trading (e.g. hag lsltlngs,
magazine, bookstall) NOT fundralsing401/402/403 &
500
OTHER INCOMNG RESOURCES
13Any other income/receipts not already listed- 601 &
602

14 Number of fax efficient planned givers
15 Number of other planned givers
16 Number of new legacies received

2 14 761.52 E 7 083.tlo

2 222346

f 105.00

2 69,642,62 8 8 368.00
2 78 010.62
2 78,010.62

6 2,195.00 6

2 2,195.00

E BO.OO

2 50.00

8 1,6297M

2 1,629.98
'Incl in Nswohurch

E

2 14,761.52

E 2 223A6

f 106.00i

F.

f. 73 5 I i 'io
T. Id, niovff

81,06h.en

E 7 083.00

PAYMENTS
COST OF GENERATING VOLUNTARY INCOME ANO

GENERATING FUNDS.

7 Fund raising acGvgies (Costs & Payments 503
G/IURCH ACTIVITES

8 Mission giving and donegons- 504
19 Diocesan parish share contribution- 505
20 Salaries wages snd honoraria-506
21 - Clergy and staff expenses 501 & 502
22 - Chulch Expenses . Missien and Evangelism costs
507
23a - Church running expenses 508
23b Church bugdi maintenance costs 509
23c Church Insurance costs 510
24 Church Utgi Bills-510
25 - Cost of Tradin 511
COST OF GOVERNANCE
26 Governance costs-4000b
MAJOR CAPITAL EXPENDITURE
27 Major repairs to the church buifding- 2012
28- Major repairs lo church hall or other PCC properly
incl redecoration 2013 & 2014
29- New building work lo Ihe church, church hail, clergy
housing or other Pcc properly 2015
99 Other oui ping resources/pa ments

Nswchwch a/c

I 327.49

2 177.77
E 49 385,79
2 I 160.00
E 1 598.00 f 1,993.89

E 688.10
6 515.00
f 499.78 f 4 430.86

2 320.18
2 2 945.19
2 2 43 .28

200 Club

f 1 830.00

Junior Church Christmas Tre

067.16

f J 4:088

f. I,596.t,'0 $
688.1D

E 515.00
E 499 7d
2 '. 320.1"
E 2,i45. ig
L 2,4'lb. v.'I

ssigned fees .NOT INCLUDED

31 Cash end deposit balanco ss at 31 December
32 Investments as at 31st December
33 Liabilities due within I year:

2
E 63,051.58 2 8,424.75

f 89,478.33

E 1,830.00 6

2 1,830.00

2 GG7.16

E 687.1G

2
E 55~54374

7 /1, D/3. '6

6 424.75
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NEWCHURCH PARISH CHURCH - CULCHETH

STATEMENT OF ASSETS AT 31 DECEMBER 2022

Monetary Assets

Newchurch PCC Main Account

3unior Church

2022
E

f82,864.21

E365.68

Total Monetary Assets 883,229.89



CHARITY COMMISSION Independent examiner's
FOR ENGLAND AND WALES report on the accounts

Report to the trustees/
members of The Parochial Church Council (PCC) of Newchurch

On accounts for the year
ended

31"December 2022 Charity no 789
(if any)

I report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts of the above
charity ("the Trust" ) for the year ended 31/1 2/2022.

Responsibilities and As the charity trustees of the Trust, you are responsible for the preparation
basis of report of the accounts in accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act

2011 ("the Act").

I report in respect of my examination of the Trust's accounts carried out
under section 145 of the 2011 Act and in carrying out my examination, I

have followed the applicable Directions given by the Charity Commission
under section 145(5)(b) of the Act.

Independent
examiner's statement

I have completed my examination. I confirm that no material matters have
come to my attention in connection with the examination which gives me
cause to believe that in, any material respect:

~ accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130 of
the Act or

~ the accounts do not accord with the accounting records

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection
with the examination to which attention should be drawn in order to enable a
proper understanding of the accounts to be reached.

Date: 8" March 2023

Name: Alan P Parkinson

Address: 7 Spires Gardens

I/I/inwick

Warrington

WA2 8WB

IER October 2018


