














throughout the year. The UPCC acknowledges its duty under section 5 of the Safeguarding and 

Clergy Discipline Measure 2016 and is working to ensure all individuals are compliant. All 

safeguarding training has remained online for the majority of people. 

Finance 

Services across all three Parish churches were uninterrupted by COVID for the first time since 2020, 

despite ongoing monitoring of COVID guidance, particularly in the early part of the year. This 

resulted in an increase in year-on-year donations through service collections. However this was 

offset by a reduction in regular gift aid donations and the associated recoverable gift aid. Overall 

income saw a significant increase to £218,673 for the year (2021: £172,028]. This was driven 

primarily by a number of significant legacies received in 2022 in excess of £49,000. 

Expenditure saw a marginal reduction during the year to £179,824 (2021: £181,040]. The overall 

result before taking account of unrealized fair value movements on investments was a surplus of 

£38,849 (2021: deficit of £-9,012]. The Parish's investments generated a substantial unrealized loss 

of £-24,125 (2021: unrealized gain of £25,878) on revaluation at year end. 

The funds available to The Parish at year end were £378,437 (2021: £363,713]. The balance sheet is 

currently healthy with sufficient cash to meet all currently foreseeable needs. 

Copies of the detailed financial results of each individual church are available on request from the 

Parish Administrator at the Church Office (see page 1 for contact details). Financial highlights for 

each of the churches are as follows: 

St. Mary's Speldhurst: 

Unrestricted income was £57,331 higher than in 2021 at £180,830 (2021: £123,499]. This was 

partially offset by a year-on-year increase in expenditure of £9,424 to £52,898 [2021: 43,474]. 

Restricted fund income received totalled £3,491 whllst restricted fund expenditure totalled £3,187. 

After considering the unrealized fair value decrease of investments of £-16,445 St Mary's showed an 

overall positive net increase in funds of £26,001 and a closing unrestricted funds balance of 

£244,023. 

St. John's Groombridge: 

Unrestricted income remained static year-on-year at £15,130 [2021: £15,687]. Expenditure fell to 

£6,723 [2021: £10,879). Investment revaluations resulted in an unrealized loss of £-7,680 for the 

year. After contributions to Parish costs St John's closed 2022 with an overall reduction in 

unrestricted funds of £-7,054. Restricted Funds closed higher at £2,958, the increase of £1,293 

resulting from donations and legacies. 

St. Martin's Ashurst: 

Unrestricted income remained static at £13,799 (2021: £13,771]. Expenditure increased to £6,824 

(2021: £4,891], resulting in net income for year of £6,975. After contributions to Parish costs St 

Martin's closed with an overall reduction in unrestricted funds of £-2,848. Restricted fund income 

rose by £1,672 but this was offset by restricted fund expenditure of £2,303, leading to a closing 

restricted fund balance of £1,807 (2021: £2,438]. 

2023 Budgets: 
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These show that in the Genornl Funds of the thr e churchos, ov roll oxp ndltur ts Ilk ly ta >tc· d 
total income by about £23,000. Approxln1ately £14,000 o·f tho proJ ctod doflclt Is >ep ctod to orl 

from exceptional expenditure. The Parish hos sufficient flnnnclol , sourc s to fund th d. flcft 

should all budgeted expenditure bo Incurred. 

Reports of the activities of the three churches of The Parish 

Tbe Wardens' reooa 
At the beginning of 2022 we were stlll needing to be coutlous obout soclal dlstonclng ond rul nd 
regulations around Covld. It Is o huge credit to the onllno worship t om th t th s lmpo.rtont 
sessions are still running today. 

The invasion of Ukraine by Russia gavo us all o focus on holplng pooplo In nood ond tho dtspl c d, 
Members of St. Mary's offered places In their homes and gove flnonclol support. 

Douglas had a three•month sabbatical from May-July; during which tlmo ho wolkod tho Con,tno nd 
vlsfted several churches engaged In mixed ecology n1lnlstry. Ho como bock rofroshod ond lnsplr d 
from this time. The three churches ran very smoothly throughout this tltllO with Gv ryon pulllng 
together. 

The death of Queen Elizabeth II In September was sudden and upsetting for so mony, Th church 
communities worked very well together to ensuro everyone had a chonco to colobroto tho Qu n's 
remarkable life. 

Community engagement 

Our engagement with the local community continued through a range of octlvltlos In 2022, At St 

Marys Bumps and Babes, who meet fortnightly for coffee, provide o ereat opportunity both for St. 

Marys to get to know new mums in the vlllage, and f-or mums to set to know ono another. As tho o 

bumps become toddlers, we encourage mums to bring them along to Prolso & Ploy, a slmplo oct of 

worship, built around story and song. 

Our Mothers' Union ('MU') members work hard to keep that rolotlonshlp going. Th y holp on th 
coffee rota for Praise & Play and keep In touch with mums and their femlllos by sondlns onnlv rsory 
of baptism cards; Other activities In 2022 Included: providing c:offoo ond lunch for th Morrlog 
Preparation Day, which was held for all the couplos who woro morrlod In St, Mary' during th y or; 

prayer, alongside other MU groups, for the diocese's MU oversoo.- llnks; and fundrolslns for 'th 

Summer of Hope appeal. 

St Martins' annual Progressive Supper event returned In March, ral$lf'l8 around :£800 te>wards church 

funds, as well as providing an excellent opportunity to co·tch up with frlond and nolghbours O'ft r n 

long, cold winter. 

St John's and St Martin's Joined together for Harvest Fostlval In October, which lnclud do pocl I 
presentation from Nourrsh, a charity that administers o local foodbonk, who hlahllsht d tti v r

financial constraints faced by many fomllles In our reslon thot rely on tho son ro lty of oth rs, l'h 

cause was very well supported by members of the congrosatlon and we woro nblo to p 1 o,, o 

generous level of donations of food Items for distribution In support of th Ir oxc II nt work. 
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