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During 2023, St Matthew’s has enjoyed continuing to listen to God’s Word and encouraging one another to 
keep walking on the path that leads to life (Matthew 7:14). During this past year we renewed our vision 
statement and have clarified that this is indeed our raison d'être: helping people discover, and stay on, this 
narrow path. 
 
The past year was a particular time of renewal and refreshment for our vicar, with a sabbatical during the 
months of May, June and July. As well as enjoying some overdue time with family, friends and godparents, 
he was able to set aside a good number of hours to read about the influence of Karl Marx, both past and 
present. From this he feels like he finally understands the world in which we live: rather than seeing 
everything through the Christian lens of sin and grace (‘we all mess up, but let’s be generous and try to 
work things through together’), the superceding Marxist lens through which life is viewed is one of conflict 
and struggle (‘their opposing view must not be tolerated!’). This seems to makes sense of so much of the 
bitterness and frustration that is evident in our society today.  
 
The movement in our national church away from biblical Christianity (towards a form of Marxism?) is one 
that the leadership of Sherford Community Church (SCC) were particularly dismayed by last year. 
Ultimately, a lack of confidence in the senior leadership in the Church of England led to Tom Brassil 
deciding to resign, and the majority of SCC leaving the Church of England with him. St Matthew’s has 
sought to support both those who have left SCC and also those who have decided to stay. We are praying 
for our good relationship with SCC to continue into the future, as well as for new emerging partnerships to 
develop and flourish. 
 
On the subject of moving, we have also had some staffing changes. Last summer we said goodbye to John 
Price and his family. John accepted a role at a new church in Norwich as, while he very much enjoyed being 
part of St Matthew’s, he felt like it was time for a change. We wish John and his family well and still keep in 
touch with them, not least through CYFA Venture Holidays. We are delighted that we were able to source 
Chris MacKrill as a SWYM youth & children’s worker. Chris and his family have been a great blessing to us 
all already. 
 
Our thanks again go to everyone who has generously contributed to the life of St Matthew’s through the 
giving of time, energy and finances. We are so grateful for such partnership in the gospel, as together we 
continue to fix our eyes on the things unseen (2 Corinthians 4:18) – our God really is real! – and try to help 
those around us to do the same. 

 
 
 




















