
              Trustees Report year ending 31st August, 2024

Achievements and Performance

         The Bridgend United Area was made aware of a number of non-conformities 
which existed early on in the year.

         The first non-compliance was that the Charity Commission had not received 
any accounts for the year ending 2021/22. A Finance Working Party was set up 
comprising of Neville Thomas, Win Griffiths, Philip Benjamin, Philip Stinton and 
Amanda Reed to address the issue. With the cooperation of our Auditors, Clay Shaw 
Thomas, the accounts for the year ending 2021/22 were subsequently forwarded to 
the Charity Commission in March 2024. Also the accounts for the year ending 
2022/23 were completed and issued to the commission before the deadline of 30 th 
June 2024.

       Another non-compliance reported was that all quinquennial inspections for the 
Churches and Manses of the Area were out of date. The Area Property Officer Phil 
Stinton. has been in negotiations with a qualified surveyor and a programme of 
inspections are planned for the next financial year.

Administration

        The Bridgend United Area confirmed the following Appointments at its March 
2024 meeting

                                     Area Clerk                   Ceri Griffiths

                                     Minute Secretary        Philip Benjamin

                                     Area Treasurer           Amanda Reed

       The following posts still remain vacant;

                       Communications Officer, Missions and Evangelism Officer, GDPR 
Officer and Youth Officer.

        The role of Local Preachers Secretary also remains Vacant following the 
passing away of Rosaline Maddy.

Membership

         270 people were reported on the current membership and adherents’ role. This 
represents a decrease of 5 on the numbers recorded last year. The Bridgend United 
Area is drawn from Churches in Bridgend, Brynna (and Llanharan), Cefn Cribwr, 
Gilfach Goch, Ogmore Vale and Tondu although there are ongoing discussions at 
Tondu on the structural safety of the building and financial problems. 

Staffing, Ministers and Officers

         The Area was to receive the unexpected resignation of the Rev Paula Rose 
Parish in March 2024 with termination effective on the 30th June, 2024. The Area 



was most grateful for Rev Paula’s hard work within the communities and were 
saddened to see her leave.

        The Chair of Wales Synod, the Rev Andrew Charlesworth, had been in 
conversation with the Rev Richard Gillion and it was mutually agreed that the Rev 
Richard would step down as Superintendent Minister at the end of August although 
effectively the Rev Andrew took over duties as Superintendent Minister from March 
2024.

      The Area continues to be supported by the Rev Martin Spain as co-chair and 
acting as URC National Synod of Wales Officer for Ecumenical and Interfaith 
Relations.

      The Finance Group met in July 2024 to discuss future ministry. The 
recommendation from that meeting was that we could not afford additional ministry at
this time.

      During the period of this report the following Area officers continued in their roles;

                            Mr Philip Stinton           Property Officer

                            Mrs Judith Stinton        Ministry Officer

                            Mrs Isobel Stinton        Safeguarding Officer

                            Mrs Rose Ward representing Bridgend United resigned Feb 2024

                            Mrs Ruth Bradshaw representing Brynna and Llanharan

                            Mr Neville Granville representing Cefn Cribwr

                            Mr Christian Martinson representing Christchurch Ogmore Vale

                           Mrs Josephine Lewis representing Gilfach Goch

                           Mrs Amanda Salter representing Wesley Church Centre Tondu

                           Trinity Porthcawl vacant

Activities

        Most churches continue to hold one act of worship on a Sunday with the 
exception of Tondu and Trinity Porthcawl who hold 2 services. The filling of pulpit 
appointments continues to be an issue since active supernumerary ministers has 
reduced to two and we are relying on local arrangements to fill many appointments. 
All the churches are well blessed and we are very grateful and thank God for them.

       Weddings, baptisms, funerals and memorial services were all held in our 
churches and the crematorium as and when requested by family and friends.

       Mike and Irene Boyles continues to provide audio services at Trinity Porthcawl 
for the housebound and communities via text emails or post.

      Regular pastoral work of the church involves the minister,the laity and several 
members of the congregation visiting  large numbers of people including the elderly, 
the house bound, residential homes, the bereaved and those in hospital. Communion
is available on request to the house bound.  



     All our churches continue to offer outreach across the communities with very 
successful coffee mornings. The One Way Group at Brynna continues to go from 
strength to strength together with the Chatty Craft group which supports the 
Samaritans Purse appeal. In addition many churches have bible study groups, 
Prayer meetings and Lent courses.

Plans for the Future

        The manse at Broadlands has all but been sold except for the final completion 
and should realise a financial gain of £180k to the Area.

       The purpose and membership of the Leadership Meeting is still to be reviewed. 
The new Constitution was accepted by the Area meeting and is to be uploaded to the
Charity commission website shortly.

      We will undertake financial planning to safeguard the future of the Area whose 
resources are shrinking year on year. All the church treasurers will be involved in the 
planning for the future.

     We continue to seek new opportunities and new ways of working with fellow 
Christians and other denominations.

 

                            

        
















































