
 

 

 

Trustees’ Annual Report for the period 

 

From 1st September 2022    Period start date    

To 31st August 2023         Period end date 

 

Charity name: Shirley Methodist Church 

 

Charity registration number: 1127524 

  

Objectives and Activities 

  
SORP 

reference 

 

Summary of the purposes of the charity 

as set out in its governing document 

Para 1.17 a. The Christian faith in accordance with the doctrinal 

standards and the discipline of the Methodist Church; 

b. Any charitable purpose for the time being of any 

Connexional, district, circuit, local or other organisation 

of the Methodist Church; 

c. Any charitable purpose for the time being of any 

society or institution subsidiary or ancillary to the 

Methodist Church; 

d. Any purpose for the time being of any charity 

being a charity subsidiary or ancillary to the 

Methodist Church. 

Summary of the main activities in 

relation to those purposes for the public 

benefit, in particular, the activities, 

projects or services identified in the 

accounts. 

Para 1.17 

and 1.19 

• Weekly Sunday worship; 

• Premises are hired at reasonable rates to 

community groups. 

• Pastoral Care and Visiting; Prayer Chain; 

• Ecumenism – services and events with other local 

churches, through Churches Together in Shirley; 

• Work with Young People – Sunday Morning Club 

and Creche; 

• Outreach through community projects, bringing 

people of the neighbourhood together in fellowship. 

This has included this year: Film nights, bread 



making, Christmas Carol service, Tree festival; Great 

Book Sale 

• Supporting the local Shrublands Foodbank. 

• Social Fellowship, such as The Guild and lecture 

series 

• Helping the world’s poor through support for 

Christian Aid; 

• Support for older people and links with Hall Grange 

MHA; 

• Other charitable support through: Action for 

Children (NCH), The Leprosy Mission (TLM) and 

Tools with a Mission (TWAM). 

Statement confirming whether the 

trustees have had regard to the 

guidance issued by the Charity 

Commission on public benefit 

Para 1.18 All Trustees have been made aware of the guidance 

issued by the Charity Commission on public benefit. 

 

Additional information (optional) 

You may choose to include further statements where relevant about:  
SORP reference 

 

 

Policy on grant making  

 

Para 1.38 

 

 

Policy on social investment including program related investment  

 

Para 1.38 

 

 

Contribution made by volunteers  

 

Para 1.38 

 

 

Other  

  

 

Achievements and Performance 

  
SORP 

reference 

 



 

 

Summary of the main achievements of 

the charity, identifying the difference the 

charity’s work has made to the 

circumstances of its beneficiaries and 

any wider benefits to society as a whole. 

 

 

 

 

Para 1.20 

Shirley Methodist Church has continued to offer weekly 

Sunday worship to an average of 80 people in the 

congregation, a few on zoom, as well as providing a 

community for around 160 adherents in total. 

 

The premises are are popular and hired at reasonable 

rates to local community groups. 

 

The Christmas Carol service was popular and attended 

by the wider community. A one-off event the Tree 

Festival exhibited Christmas trees made by a wide 

range of local community groups, and drew together 

disparate parts of the community and neighbourhood. 

 

The following activities took place during the year: 

• The ‘In Touch’ Pastoral Scheme continues to offer 

pastoral support to members and adherents 

throughout the year. 

• Special one-off events included the Great Book 

Sale, which drew crowds from a wide region. Apart 

from selling second-hand books to raise money for 

the church, the event also offered tea, cake and 

fellowship to the local community. 

• Our support for TWAM (Tools with a Mission) 

continued, enabling tools and equipment to be 

donated and put to good use in the world’s poorer 

communities. 

• Donations were made to Christian Aid, and also to 

NCH Action for Children and the Leprosy Mission. 

• We have continued to support Shrublands 

Foodbank throughout the year. 

 

Additional information (optional) 

You may choose to include further statements where relevant about: 

 

Achievements against objectives set  

 

 

Para 1.41 

  

 



 

Performance of fundraising activities against objectives set  

 

 

 

Para 1.41 

 

 

Investment performance against objectives  

 

 

Para 1.41 

 

 

Other  

  

 

Financial Review 

 

Review of the charity’s 

financial position at the 

end of the period 

Para 

1.21 

Receipts have grown slightly which is pleasing. Due to our temporary bank 

account closure, the payments appear lower than they should be. However, 

even when all payments are eventually made relating to this financial year 

there will be a slight surplus. So we are in a good financial position to carry 

out our charitable objectives. 

Statement explaining the 

policy for holding 

reserves stating why they 

are held 

Para 

1.22 

General funds are held for any legitimate general expenses which the Trustees 

approve. We aim to have reserves in order to meet normal expenditure during 

the next six months. This year the reserves are currently larger than in the 

previous year, as due to our temporary bank account closure, some payments 

could temporarily not be carried out. 

Restricted Funds are held for the Minister to give to deserving individuals at 

their discretion, plus a small sum used for any expenses. 

Amount of reserves held Para 

1.22 

£101,287 

Reasons for holding zero 

reserves 

Para 

1.22 

n/a 

Details of fund materially 

in deficit 

Para 

1.24 

n/a 

Explanation of any 

uncertainties about the 

charity continuing as a 

going concern 

Para 

1.23 

There is no uncertainty about the Charity continuing as a going concern. 

 

Additional information (optional) 

You may choose to include further statements where relevant about: 

 

The charity’s principal sources of funds (including any fundraising)   

 

 

 

 



Para 1.47 

 

Investment policy and objectives including any social investment policy adopted  

 

 

 

Para 1.46 

 

 

A description of the principal risks facing the charity   

 

 

Para 1.46 

 

 

Other  

  

 

Structure, Governance and Management 

 

Description of charity’s trusts: 
  

Type of governing document  

(trust deed, royal charter) 

Para 

1.25 
 

DEED OF UNION (1932) AND 

METHODIST CHURCH ACT 

(1976) 

How is the charity constituted?  

(e.g unincorporated association, CIO) 

Para 

1.25 

TRUST 

Trustee selection methods including details of any constitutional 

provisions e.g. election to post or name of any person or body 

entitled to appoint one or more trustees 

Para 

1.25 

Appointed by church council 

and/or General Church 

Meeting 

 

Additional information (optional) 

You may choose to include further statements where relevant about: 

 

Policies and procedures adopted for the induction and training of trustees  

 

 

 

Para 1.51 

 

 

The charity’s organisational structure and any wider network with which the charity works  

 

 

 

Para 1.51 

 

 

Relationship with any related parties  

 

 

Para 1.51 

 

 

Other  

  

 



Reference and Administrative details 

 

Charity name SHIRLEY METHODIST CHURCH 

Other name the charity uses 
 

Registered charity number 1127524 

Charity’s principal address ELDON AVENUE 

SHIRLEY 

CROYDON 

CR0 8SD 

  

Names of the charity trustees who manage the charity 
 

 Trustee name Office (if any) 
Dates acted if not for 

whole year 

Name of person (or body) entitled to 

appoint trustee (if any) 
 

1 Rev Richard Lowson Chair 

 

Ex officio 

 

 

2 
Rev Stephen Day Superintendent 

Minister 

 

Ex officio 

 

 

3 Miss Sukhvinder Kalsi Treasurer 

 

Church Council 

 

 

4 
MR J BAXTER 

  

Church Council 

 

 

5 
MRS E SMART 

  

Church Council 

 

 

6 
MR B SMART 

  

Church Council 

 

 

7 
MISS F BYARD  

  

Church Council 

 

 

8 
MRS M GEORGE 

  

Church Council 

 

 

9 
MRS R JONES  

  

Church Council 

 

 

10 
MRS R TAYLER 

  

Church Council 

 

 

11 
MRS H TARLING 

  

Church Council 

 

 

12 
MRS R DODOO 

  

Church Council 

 

 

13 
MRS R HERAT 

  

Church Council 

 

 

14 
MR R NISBETH 

  

Church Council 

 

 

15 
MR T WEY Church Council 

Secretary 

 

Church Council 

 

 

16 
MR S TAYLER 

  

Church Council 

 

 

17 
MRS J CROOK 

  

Church Council 

 



 

18 
MRS C ELLIOTT 

  

Church Council 

 

 

19 
MRS V RUTHERFORD 

  

Church Council 

 

 

20 
MR DAVID TAYLER 

  

Church Council 

 

  

21 

MRS SHARON 

ROUTLEDGE-BROWN 

  

Church Council 

 

 

 

Corporate trustees – names of the directors at the date the report was approved 

Director name 
  

 

Name of trustees holding title to property belonging to the charity 

 

Trustee name Dates acted if not for whole year 
 

 

Funds held as custodian trustees on behalf of others 

Description of the assets held in this capacity  

 

Name and objects of the charity on whose behalf the assets are held and how this falls within the 

custodian charity’s objects  

 

Details of arrangements for safe custody and segregation of such assets from the charity’s own assets  

 

 

Additional information (optional) 

          Names and addresses of advisers (Optional information) 
 
Type of adviser Name Address  

 

Ind Examiner Graham Marsden 8 Edgewood Green, Shirley, Croydon CR0 7PT  

 

Solicitor Gowens Solicitors Bourne House 475 Godstone Rd Whyteleafe CR3 0BL  
 

Architect Thomas Ford & Ptnrs 177 Kirkdale, Sydenham, SE26 4QH  

 

Name of chief executive or names of senior staff members (Optional information)  

 

Exemptions from disclosure 

 

Reason for non-disclosure of key personnel details 

 

22 
MRS DOREEN MOORE                                                 Church Council 

  

23 
MR STEPHEN HUNT 

 

                                       Church Council 



 

 

Other optional information  

 

Declarations 

 

               The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees’ report above.  

 

              Signed on behalf of the charity’s trustees 
 

Signature(s) 

 

  

 

 

Full name(s) Tzy-Tau Wey 

 

 

 
Position (eg Secretary, Chair, etc) Church council secretary 

 
  

 
Date  30th June 2024 

 

 













 


