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Amabile Choirs

Trustees' Report

The trustees, who are directors for the purposes of company law, present the annual report together
with the financial statements of the charitable company for the year ended 31 August 2024,

Objectives and activities
Objects and aims

The objects of the charity are:
A.To advance, improve, develop and maintain public education in, and appreciation of, the art and
science of choral music in all its aspects by the presentation of, and participation in, public concerts,
recitals and competitions and through any other means that the directors in their discretion shall think
fit.

B.To educate people in choral music and related disciplines by assisting and/or enabling them to train
and to perform in concerts, recitals and competitions.

C.To further such other charitable purpose or purposes as the directors in their discretion shall think
fit, in particular through the making of grants and donations to individual students of choral music and
related disciplines to help them train and/or perform the same.

Public benefit

The charity continued to promote singing and performance by training the choirs and putting on
concerts and workshops.

The trustees confirm that they have complied with the requirements of section 17 of the Charities Act
2011 to have due regard to the public benefit guidance published by the Charity Commission for
England and Wales.

Achievements and performance )

The Autumn Term was primarily focused on preparation for Christmas. Members of all choirs
supported different Amabile Christmas events including carol singing at M&S and Beetham Nurseries.
The Amabile Christmas concert is always the biggest and most popular event of the year, and 2023
was no different! ‘A Candlelit Christmas’ saw St George’s Church absolutely packed and it looked
beautiful. Mulled apple juice and mince pies went down a treat in the interval. All choirs sang
beautifully. It was a very special evening. We wrapped up the Autumn Term with a fabulous Christmas
party.

Festivals and competitions were the focus for the Spring Term. Poco Amabile, Amabile and Sempre
Amabile competed in festivals, and all brought trophies home:

+» Poco Amabile - South Cumbria Music Festival

- Amabile - North Wales Choir Festival
» Sempre Amabile - North Wales Choir Festival and Carlisle & District Music & Drama Festival

Piccolo Amabile, Poco Amabile and Amabile showed off all their hard work to family and friends at an
informal concert just before Easter. It was a lovely, joyful occasion and a brilliant way to end a very
busy term. :

Whereas sometimes the Summer Term can be a little quieter, that certainly wasn'’t the case this year!
Amabile and some members from Sempre sang in the wedding of ex-Amabilite Alex in June. Amabile
then went on to perform in the Sedbergh Music Festival. The BBC Singers, Jess Gillam and many
other well known musicians played in the festival and it was a real honour to be featured alongside
them. We ended the year with another concert for all choirs, again held at St George's. The Amabile
Family really pulled out the stops in response to our request for baked goods - the kitchen looked a bit
like the Great British Bake Off!
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Amabile Choirs

Trustees' Report

Over the Summer Holidays, we held a ‘Big Summer Sing’ workshop which was a huge success. We
saw lots of Amabilites and some new faces too, some of whom have since joined coming into this
year. It was the first event like this that we have run, and the consensus is that we should repeat it
next summer.

As always, my thanks go out to everyone who has supported Amabile over the past year. It is never
unnoticed and always appreciated. In particular, | would like to thank Sally, Kathryn and Adam for all
their hard work on the finances. | know it has been incredibly time consuming, but | know that it will
help future proof Amabile for the years to come.

Objectives

Over the next year, our objectives are to continue re-building the choir which is still feeling the
long-term after effects of Covid-19. We would like to continue building on the increased numbers we
have:

Recruitment Figures

Amabile - 20 (increased from 17) - minimum 28

Poco - 24 (increased from 17) - minimum 19

Piccolo - 14 (same as last year) - minimum 8

Sempre - 24 (increased from 21) - minimum TBC

Our recruitment focus therefore needs to be Amabile, but we also know that this is the most difficult
group to recruit to and there is an inevitable lead in time as members move up from the younger
choirs.

Financial review

The total income for the charity averaged £2,805 per month this year, compared to £2,283 each month
last period. Total expenditure has increased this year to £2,607 each month compared to £2,606 each
month last period. This has in turn led to a profit of £2,277. The bank has £1,559 more than at the end
of the last financial year.

Policy on reserves

The trustees are aiming to increase the reserves of the charity to allow for more flexibility in the future
when planning trips and pursuing the aims and objectives of the charity.

Trustees and officers )
The trustees and officers serving during the year and since the year end were as follows:

Trustees: Ms S J Davies, Treasurer
Ms A Buchanan
Ms C Buchanan
Ms K Lehm
Ms R Little
Ms C Otway
Mr A Stackhouse
Ms K Thomas

Secretary: Ms J Gardner-Jones
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Amabile Choirs

Trustees' Report

Structure, governance and management

Nature of governing document

The charity is controlled by its governing document, a deed of trust, and constitutes a limited
company, limited by guarantee, as defined by the Companies Act 2006.

The charity is a charitable company limited by guarantee and was set up 23 July 2008. it is governed
by a memorandum and articles of association.

Recruitment and appointment of trustees

The trustees meet at least three times a year and more often if necessary. The trustees are appointed
in accordance with the Memorandum and Articles, usually by the other trustees co-opting to fill a
vacancy which is then ratified by the members in general meeting.

Induction and training of trustees

New trustees are briefed in their position by an existing trustee and receive a pack from the Charity
Commission. '

Major risks and management of those risks

Risk management

The trustees have a duty to identify and review the risks to which the charity is exposed and to ensure
appropriate controls are in place to provide reasonable assurance against fraud and error.

The charity trustees have given consideration to the major risks to which the charity is exposed and
satisfied themselves that systems or procedures are established in order to manage those risks. In
particular risk assessments are in place for all trips and regulations relating to working with minors
adhered to.

Statement of trustees' responsibilities

The trustees (who are also the directors of Amabile Choirs for the purposes of company law) are
responsible for preparing the trustees' report and the financial statements in accordance with
applicable law and United Kingdom Accounting Standards (United Kingdom Generally Accepted
Accounting Practice), including FRS 102 "The Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and
Republic of Ireland”. The report and accounts have been prepared in accordance with the provisions
in the Companies Act 2006 relating to small companies.

Company law requires the trustees to prepare financial statements for each financial year. Under
company law the trustees must not approve the financial statements unless they are satisfied that they
give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the charitable company and of the incoming resources
and application of resources, including its income and expenditure, of the charitable company for that
period. In preparing these financial statements, the trustees are required to:

« select suitable accounting policies and apply them consistently;
« observe the methods and principles in the Charities SORP;
« make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent;

+ state whether applicable accounting standards, comprising FRS 102 have been followed, subject
to any material departures disclosed and explained in the financial statements; and

« prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis uniess it is inappropriate to presume
that the charitable company will continue in business.
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Amabile Choirs

Trustees' Report

The trustees are responsible for keeping proper accounting records that can disclose with reasonable
accuracy at any time the financial position of the charitable company and enable them to ensure that
the financial statements comply with the Companies Act 2006. They are also responsible for
safeguarding the assets of the charitable company and hence for taking reasonable steps for the
prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities. '

The trustees are responsible for the maintenance and integrity of the corporate and financial
information included on the charitable company's website. Legislation governing the preparation and
dissemination of financial statements may differ from legislation in other jurisdictions.

Small companies provision statement
This report has been prepared in accordance with the small companies regime under the Companies
Act 2006.

The annual report was approved by the trustees of the charity on 9 May 2025 and signed on its behalf
by: .

.........................................

Ms S J Davies ' .
Trustee
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Amabile Choirs

Independent Examiner's Report to the trustees of Amabile Choirs (‘the Company')

| report to the charity trustees on my examination of the accounts of the Company for the year ended
31 August 2024,

Responsibilities and basis of report

. As the charity’s trustees of the Company (and also its directors for the purposes of company law) you
are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with the requirements of the
Companies Act 2006 (‘the 2006 Act’).

Having satisfied myself that the accounts of the Company are not required to be audited under Part 16
of the 2006 Act and are eligible for independent examination, | report in respect of my examination of
your charity’s accounts as carried out under section 145 of the Charities Act 2011 (‘the 2011 Act)). In
carrying out my examination | have followed the Directions given by the Charity Commission under
section 145(5)(b) of the 2011 Act.

Independent examiner’s statement

| have completed my examination. | confirm that no matters have come to my attention in connection
with the examination giving me cause to believe:

1. accounting records were not kept in respect of Amabile Choirs as required by section 386 of the
2006 Act; or

2. the accounts do not accord with those records; or

3. the accounts do not comply with the accounting requirements of section 396 of the 2006 Act
other than any requirement that the accounts give a ‘true and fair view' which is not a matter
considered as part of an independent examination; or

4. the accounts have not been prepared in accordance with the methods and principles of the
Statement of Recommended Practice for accounting and reporting by charities [applicable to
charities preparing their accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard
applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102)].

| have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the examination to
which attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding of the
accounts to be reached. i

H M Holmes BSc FCA
ICAEW

Stables Thompson & Briscoe Ltd

Chartered Accountants & Business Advisors
Lowther House

Lowther Street

Kendal

LAY 4DX

...........................
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Amabile Choirs

Statement of Financial Activities for the Year Ended 3{ August 2024
(Including Income and Expenditure Account and Statement of Total Recognised

Income and Endowments from:

Donations and legacies
Charitable activities
Investment income

Total income

Expenditure on:
Raising funds
Charitable activities

Total expenditure

Net income

Net movement in funds
Reconciliation of funds
Total funds brought forward

Total funds carried forward

Income and Endowments from:

Donations and legacies
Charitable activities
Other trading activities
Investment income

Total income

Expenditure on:
Raising funds
Charitable activities

Total expenditure

Net income

Net movement in funds
Reconciliation of funds
Total funds brought forward

Total funds carried forward

Gains and Losses)

Note

H

18

Note

[« 24 B~ 7\ ]

18 -

Unrestricted Total
funds 2024
£ £
28,213 28,213
7,705 7,705
85 85
36,003 36,003
(313) (313)
(34,229) (34,229)
(34,542) (34,542)
1,461 1,461
1,461 1,461
16,888 16,888
18,349 18,349
Unrestricted Total
funds 2023
£ £
23,987 23,987
9,565 9,565
75 75
29 29
33,656 33,656
(75) (75)
(31,204) (31,204)
(31,279) (31,279)
2,377 2,377
2,377 2,377
14,511 14,511
16,888 16,888

The notes on pages 10 to 19 form an integral part of these financial statements.
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Amabile Choirs

Statement of Financial Activities for the Year Ended 31 August 2024
(Including Income and Expenditure Account and Statement of Total Recognlsed
Gains and Losses)

All of the charity's activities derive from continuing operations during the above two periods.
The funds breakdown for 2023 is shown in note 18.

.The notes on pages 10 to 19 form an integral part of these financial statements.
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Amabile Choirs

(Registration number: 06653625)
Balance Sheet as at 31 August 2024

2024 2023
Note £ £

Current assets

- Stocks 14 4,423 4,423
Debtors 15 4,830 5,241
Cash at bank and in hand 16 . 10,901 10,172

‘ 20,154 19,836

Creditors: Amounts falling due within one year 17 (1,805) (2,948)
Net assets 18,349 16,888
Funds of the charity:
Unrestricted income funds
Unrestricted funds 18,349 16,888
Total funds 18 18,349 16,888

For the financial year ending 31 August 2024 the charity was entitled to exemption from audit under
section 477 of the Companies Act 2006 relating to small companies.

Directors' responsibilities:

+ The members have not required the charity to obtain an audit of its accounts for the year in
question in accordance with section 476; and

+ The directors acknowledge their responsibilities for complying with the requirements of the Act with
respect to accounting records and the preparation of accounts.

These financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the special provisions relating to
companies subject to the smali companies regime within Part 15 of the Companies Act 2006.

The financial statements on pages 7 to 19 were approved by the trustees, and authorised for issue on
9 May 2025 and signed on their behalf by:

Ms S J Davies
Trustee

Y,

iVIs C Buchanan
Trustee

The notes on pages 10 to 19 form an integral part of these financial statements.
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Amabile Choirs

Notes to the Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 August 2024

1 Charity status -

The charity is limited by guarantee, incorporated in England and Wales, and consequently does not
have share capital. Each of the trustees is liable to contribute an amount not exceeding £1 towards the
assets of the charity in the event of liquidation.

The address of its registered office is:
Lowther House

Lowther Street

Kendal

Cumbria

LA9 4DX

These financial statements were authorised for issue by the trustees on 9 May 2025.

2 Accounting policies

Summary of significant accounting policies and key accounting estimates

The principal accounting policies applied in the preparation of these financial statements are set out
below. These policies have been consistently applied to all the years presented, unless otherwise
stated.

Statement of compliance

The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with Accounting and Reporting by
Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice (applicable to charities preparing their accounts in
accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS
102)) (issued in October 2019) - (Charities SORP (FRS 102)), the Financial Reporting Standard
applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102) and the Companies Act 2006.

Basis of preparation

Amabile Choirs meets the definition of a public benefit entity under FRS 102. Assets and liabilities are
initially recognised at historical cost or transaction value unless otherwise stated in the relevant
accounting policy notes.

The accounts are presented in sterling which is the functional currency of the charity and rounded to
the nearest £.

Going concern

The trustees consider that there are no material uncertainties about the charity's ability to continue as
a going concern nor any significant areas of uncertainty that affect the carrying value of assets held by
the charity.

Income and endowments
All income is recognised once the charity has entittement to the income, it is probable that the income
will be received and the amount of the income receivable can be measured reliably.
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Amabile Choirs

Notes to the Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 August 2024

Donations and legacies

Donations are recognised when the charity has been notified in writing of both the amount and
settlement date. In the event that a donation is subject to conditions that require a level of
performance by the charity before the charity is entitled to the funds, the income is deferred and not
recognised until either those conditions are fully met, or the fulfilment of those conditions is wholly
within the control of the charity and it is probable that these conditions will be fuffilled in the reporting
period.

Investment income

Dividends are recognised once the dividend has been declared and notification has been received of
the dividend due.

Expenditure ,

All expenditure is recognised once there is a legal or constructive obligation to that expenditure, it is
probable settlement is required and the amount can be measured reliably. All costs are allocated to
the applicable expenditure heading that aggregate similar costs to that category. Where costs cannot
be directly attributed to particular headings they have been allocated on a basis consistent with the
use of resources, with central staff costs allocated on the basis of time spent, and depreciation
charges allocated on the portion of the asset's use. Other support costs are allocated based on the
spread of staff costs.

Raising funds

These are costs incurred in attracting voluntary income, the management of investments and those
incurred in trading activities that raise funds.

Charitable activities

" Charitable expenditure comprises those costs incurred by the charity in the delivery of its activities and
services for its beneficiaries. It includes both costs that can be allocated directly to such activities and
those costs of an indirect nature necessary to support them.

Support costs

Support costs include central functions and have been allocated to activity cost categories on a basis
consistent with the use of resources, for example, allocating property costs by floor areas, or per
capita, staff costs by the time spent and other costs by their usage.

Governance costs

These include the costs attributable to the charity’s compliance with constitutional and statutory
requirements, including audit, strategic management and trustees meetings and reimbursed
expenses.

Taxation

The charity is considered to pass the tests set out in Paragraph 1 Schedule 6 of the Finance Act 2010
and therefore it meets the definition of a charitable company for UK corporation tax purposes.
Accordingly, the charity is potentially exempt from taxation in respect of income or capital gains
received within categories covered by Chapter 3 Part 11 of the Corporation Tax Act 2010 or Section
256 of the Taxation of Chargeable Gains Act 1992, to the extent that such income or gains are applied
exclusively to charitable purposes.
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Amabile Choirs
Notes to the Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 August 2024
Depreciation and amortisation

Depreciation is provided on tangible fixed assets so as to write off the cost or valuation, less any
estimated residual value, over their expected useful economic life as follows:

Asset class Depreciation method and rate
Fixtures and fittings . Straight line over 3 years
Stock

Stock is valued at the lower of cost and estimated selling price less costs to complete and sell, after
due regard for obsolete and slow moving stocks. Cost is determined using the first-in, first-out (FIFO).

Trade debtors
Trade debtors are amounts due from customers for merchandise sold or services performed in the
ordinary course of business.

Trade debtors are recognised initially at the transaction price. They are subsequently measured at
amortised cost using the effective interest method, less provision for impairment. A provision for the
impairment of trade debtors is established when there is objective evidence that the charity will not be
able to collect all amounts due according to the original terms of the receivables.

Cash and cash equivalents

Cash and cash equivalents comprise cash on hand and call deposits, and other short-term highly
liquid investments that are readily convertible to a known amount of cash and are subject to an
insignificant risk of change in value.

Trade creditors

Trade creditors are obligations to pay for goods or services that have been acquired in the ordinary
course of business from suppliers. Accounts payable are classified as current liabilities if the charity
does not have an unconditional right, at the end of the reporting period, to defer settiement of the
creditor for at least twelve months after the reporting date. If there is an unconditional right to defer
settlement for at least twelve months after the reporting date, they are presented as non-current
liabilities.

Trade creditors are recognised initially at the transaction price and subsequently measured at
amortised cost using the effective interest method.

Fund structure
Unrestricted income funds are general funds that are available for use at the trustees discretion in
furtherance of the objectives of the charity.
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Amabile Choirs

Notes to the Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 August 2024

3 Income from donations and legacies

Unrestricted
funds Total
General 2024
£ £
Donations and legacies;
Donations from individuals 250 250
Gift aid reclaimed 4,792 4,792
Subscriptions . 23,171 23,171
28,213 28,213
Unrestricted
funds Total
General 2023
£ £
Donations and legacies;
Donations from individuals 35 35
Gift aid reclaimed 4,841 4,841
Subscriptions 19,111 19,111
23,987 23,987
4 Income from charitable activities
Unrestricted :
funds Total
General 2024
£ £
Concerts 5,442 5,442
Trips 1,356 1,356
Weddings and workshops . 907 907
7,705 7,705
Unrestricted :
funds - Total
General 2023
£ £
Group lessons 1,700 1,700
Concerts 3,577 3,577
Trips o 4,288 4,288
9,565 9,565
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Amabile Choirs

Notes to the Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 August 2024

5 Income from other trading activities

Trading income;
Total for 2024
Total for 2023

6 Investment income

Interest receivable and similar income;
Interest receivable on bank deposits

Total for 2024
Total for 2023

7 Expenditure on raising funds

a) Costs of trading activities

Costs of goods sold

Costs of goods sold

Unrestricted
funds Total
General funds
£ £
75 75
Unrestricted
funds Total
General funds
£ £
85 85
85 85
29 29
Unrestricted
funds Total
General 2024
Note £ £
313 313
313 313
Unrestricted
funds Total
General 2023
Note £ £
75 75
75 75
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Amabile Choirs

Notes to the Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 August 2024

8 Expenditure on charitable activities

Accompanists and teachers

Rent for rehearsals and workshops

Trips

Insurance

Administrator's bursary

Other office expenses

Advertising

Independent examination and accountancy

Accompanists and teachers

Rent for rehearsals and workshops

Trips

Insurance

Administrator's bursary

Other office expenses

Advertising

Independent examination and accountancy
Depreciation

Accompanists and teachers

Rent for rehearsals and workshops
Trips

Insurance

Other office expenses

Advertising

Unrestricted
funds Total
General 2024
£ £
16,223 16,223
4,085 4,085
7,293 7,293
802 802
1,200 1,200
1,943 1,943
658 658
2,025 2,025
34,229 34,229
Unrestricted
funds Total
General 2023
£ £
14,309 14,309
3,660 3,660
6,880 6,880
874 874
1,850 1,850
1,669 1,669
245 245
1,667 1,667
50 50
31,204 31,204
Activity
undertaken Activity
directly support costs 2024
£ , £ £
16,223 - 16,223
4,085 - 4,085
7,293 - 7,293
- 802 802
- 1,943 1,943
- 658 658
27,601 3,403 31,004
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Amabile Choirs

Notes to the Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 August 2024

Activity
undertaken Activity
directly support costs 2023
£ £ £
Accompanists and teachers _ 14,309 - 14,309
Rent for rehearsals and workshops 3,660 - 3,660
Trips 6,880 - 6,880
Insurance - 874 874
Other office expenses - 1,669 1,669
Advertising - 245 245
Depreciation - 50 50
24,849 2,838 27,687

In addition to the expenditure analysed above, there are also governance costs of £3,225 (2023 -
£3,517) which relate directly to charitable activities. See note 9 for further details.

9 Analysis of governance and support costs

Governance costs

Independent examiner fees

Examination of the financial statements and accountancy
services

Trustees remuneration and expenses

Independent examiner fees

Examination of the financial statements and accountancy
services

Trustees remuneration and expenses
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funds Total
General 2024
£ £
2,025 2,025
1,200 1,200
3,225 3,225
Unrestricted
funds Total
General 2023
£ £
1,667 1,667
1,850 1,850
3,517 3,517




Amabile Choirs

Notes to the Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 August 2024

10 Net incoming/outgoing resources

Net incoming resources for the year include:
2024 2023

Depreciation of fixed assets - 50

11 Trustees remuneration and expenses

During the year the charity made the following transactions with trustees:

Ms S J Davies

Ms S J Davies received remuneration of £1,200 (2023: £1,350) during the year.

The Treasurer received a bursary as shown above in the year to cover administration costs as
permitted by Clause 6 2 of the Articles of Association of the company.

Ms N C Burtt-Jones
Ms N C Burtt-Jones received remuneration of £Nil (2023: £500) during the year.

No trustees have received any reimbursed expenses or any other benefits from the charity during the
year.

12 Independent examiner's remuneration

2024 2023
£ £
Examination of the financial statements 2,025 1,667
13 Taxation
The charity is a registered charity and is therefore exempt from taxation.
14 Stock
2024 2023
- £ £
Stocks 4,423 4,423
15 Debtors
‘ 2024 2023
£ £
Trade debtors . 203 453
Other debtors 4,627 4,788
4,830 5,241
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Amabile Choirs

Notes to the Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 August 2024

16 Cash and cash equivalents

Cash at bank

17 Creditors: amounts falling due within one year

Trade creditors
Payments on account
Accruals

18 Funds

Unrestricted funds

General

Unrestricted funds =

General

19 Analysis of net assets between funds

Current assets
Current liabilities

Total net assets

2024 2023
£ £
10,901 10,172
2024 2023
£ £
357 -
392 -
1,056 2,948
1,805 2,948
Balance at 1
September Incoming Resources Balance at 31
2023 resources expended August 2024
£ £ £ £
16,888 36,003 (34,542) 18,349
Balance at 1 '
September Incoming Resources Balance at 31
2022 resources expended August 2023
£ £ £ £
14,511 33,656 (31,279) 16,888
Unrestricted  Total funds at
funds 31 August
General 2024
£ £
20,154 20,154
(1,805) (1,805)
18,349 18,349
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Amabile Choirs

Notes to the Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 August 2024

Unrestricted Total funds at

funds 31 August
General 2023
: £ £
Current assets 19,836 19,836
Current liabilities (2,948) (2,948)
Total net assets 16,888 16,888

20 Related party transactions
There were no related party transactions in the year.
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