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‘Jesus seems to do nothing of Himself which he can possibly delegate to his creatures. 

He commands us to do slowly and blunderingly what he could do perfectly  

in the twinkling of an eye.’ 

C. S. Lewis 

 

St. Martin in the Bull Ring is not perfect. It is far from perfect. But then no church is perfect. 

You may heave heard the old preacher’s truism: if you find a perfect church, leave 

quickly before you spoil it. But don’t worry - anyone can join St. Martin’s because we are 

all far from perfect. 

 

We may not be perfect but we are special because Jesus lives in His Church, and He is 

alive and active in St. Martin’s. 

 

St. Paul teaches us: 

Christ lives within you…. The Spirit of God, who raised Jesus from the dead, lives in you. 

Romans 8 v10-11 

 

The following report seeks to give testimony to the way the Spirit of Jesus is alive and  

active in St. Martin’s, living in and through His people, the children of God. 

 

Jesus said: 

I tell you the truth, anyone who believes in me will do the same works I have done,  

and even greater works, because I am going to be with the Father.  

John 14 v12 

 

When the resurrected Jesus ascended back to the Father, His plan was simple. His  

disciples, all those who believe in and follow Jesus, would carry on His work, and with His 

help and power, would remarkably be able to do even more than Jesus did.  

 

So each year we take a moment to stop and look and assess how Jesus is at work in St. 

Martin’s. We, as one of the churches in the city centre of Birmingham, have the amazing 

privilege of carrying on the Lord’s work in order to bless the people of this wonderful city. 

 

We seek to do this in partnership and friendship with our sister charities, other churches, 

organisations and community groups. Increasingly over the next few years we will see 

how we might do this as part of an Oversight Area – a small group of Anglican churches 

around the city centre who will journey together to see how we can support each other 

in ministry and grow together – St. Alban, Highgate; St. Paul, Jewellery Quarter; and  

St. John and St. Peter, Ladywood. 

 

We will not do this perfectly but we can do it faithfully and fruitfully. Full of the Spirit of  

Jesus, encouraging and honouring one another, recognising Jesus in each other, and 

living as a community of love, we can flourish and be fruitful in mission and ministry. 

 

For God is working in you, giving you the desire  

and the power to do what pleases him. 

Philippians 2 v13 

 

 

Revd Jeremy Allcock 

Rector, St. Martin in the Bull Ring 
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Electoral Roll Report 
 

At the time of the last Annual Parochial Church Meeting held on 12.5.2024, there were 

218 names on the Electoral Roll. 

 

The total number of names on the Electoral Roll for 2025 is 168. 

 

Numbers may look lower than usual.   

This it is because it is a new Roll  

and numbers tend to build up  

over the years. 

 
Bridget Cameron  
Electoral Roll Officer 

 

Safeguarding Report 
 

Thank you to all of you who volunteer at St. Martins and have completed your Basic 

Awareness course. Many of you have  

done this by yourself at home or in the Lounge with Tina and  

myself. Some of you have also completed the Foundation level. 

 

The new updated version of the Domestic Abuse Awareness course is now available to 

do if applicable to your volunteer role. 

 

A huge thank you to Tina Brogan for running the courses in church this year. 

 

Full copies of our Parish Safeguarding Policy Statement - Promoting a Safer Church and 

our Parish Policy for Responding to Domestic Abuse are included at the end of this re-

port. 

 

Full information about safeguarding is on display around the 

church building and information is also available on our website. 

 

Helen Atsou 

Parish Safeguarding Co-ordinator 
 

 

 

 

Fabric and Maintenance Report 
 

Introduction 
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This report outlines the fabric and maintenance activities undertaken at St Martin in the 

Bull Ring.  The activities are a combination of the regular and the unforeseen.   
 

Regular Maintenance 
Boiler Maintenance 

Regular boiler services have been conducted to ensure efficient heating throughout the 

church. We continue to ‘nurse’ the two gas boilers until a different long term solution is 

available. 

We had to replace the header tank for the heating system – which had burst, flooding 

the wardens vestry.   

 

Cleaning Efforts 

The regular cleaning team, all volunteers,  

diligently clean the church every second week Their dedication and hard work are 

greatly  

appreciated. 
 

 

Gutters 

The gutters are regularly checked and cleared of rubbish and plants. 

 

Church Clock Maintenance 

The church clock has been regularly serviced to  

ensure accurate timekeeping. 

 

One-Off Items 
Roof Repairs  
The roofs over the blowing chamber and workshop have been replaced. Repairs were 

necessary as a consequence of the theft of lead and water ingress. 

 

Carpet Replacements 

The carpets in two entrance areas have been changed. 

 

Relationship with Bullring 

The ongoing relationship with Bullring has been particularly beneficial. Bullring personnel 

have assisted in emptying bins and cleaning up the exterior of the church. The Bullring 

also renewed all the external lighting around the building. 

 

Water Management 

A sump pump has been added to the blowing chamber to manage excess water.  A 

camera was installed in the blowing chamber so we can keep an eye on the status.  

The eternal drains were also cleaned by the Bull Ring – since then, there has been no 

flooding in the blowing chamber. 

Structural Survey 

A structural engineer undertook a high level inspection to  

determine the condition and strength of a number of rooves, 

and giving consideration to their suitability for potentially  

fitting solar panels in the near future.  

 

Security Enhancements 

Some of our amazing, faithful  

church cleaning team 



5 

New security cameras and floodlighting have been installed outside the church follow-

ing a lead theft incident. These  

additions have significantly enhanced security, and we were able to catch a person 

stripping our lightning conductor connectors. 

 

Internal Door Upgrades 

New exit buttons have been installed on all internal doors. 

 

Electrical Fixes 

An electrical supply issue in the South Transept lighting has been fixed. 

 

Repair of Stair Lift 

The stair lift has been repaired in-house thus saving on costs. 

 

Signage 

New signage has been installed for our glass entry doors, internal offices, meeting rooms,  

toilets, Lounge etc. This is particularly helpful for our many visitors to our premises includ-

ing those coming to St. Martin’s Centre for Health and Healing. 

 

Stephen Blair-Chappell 

 

 

passionate in worship 
 

I just want to commend everyone involved in  

leading our worship, Philippa, John, Stephen and Martin and all of our singers and musi-

cians for their ministry to us over the last couple of years…  

 

There are moments that stand out to me such as during our Good Friday Meditations at 

the Cross where there was a strong sense that the Lord was moving mightily amongst his 

people… The Lord was so present with us during the singing of “Above all” (Michael 

Smith, 2003).      

 

Our Easter and Christmas Worship has been outstanding in both skill and musicianship but 

more  

importantly in sensitivity to the leading of the Holy Spirit.  

 

Furthermore, there have been a number of times during regular our worship, particularly 

when the song after the sermon has just encapsulated what has just been said or moved 

our worship onto another level by enabling people to respond to the preaching… This is 

happening more and more and I’m  

beginning to wonder if the Lord is doing it on purpose…  

 

This has also happened at the 9:30am  

service too…  

 

I think of the service where I remember just being gobsmacked after one of the hymns at 

the ‘Holy silence…’ that descended  

upon us. There was a real sense of a thin place between heaven and earth...  t’s  
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because it was so vivid that it stands out in my mind…  

 

Thank you 

Revd Ivor Lewis, Assistant Rector 

 

Please convey my grateful thanks to the two clergy and numerous lay folk who together 

led a wonderful service today. I wandered in, not knowing it was on, at one o'clock, and 

would never have stayed (embarrassed to walk in so late to a service meant to honour 

Almighty God: I wouldn't do that to an earthly monarch, by arriving late at, say, a  

Buckingham Palace Garden Party!) 

But Stella, on welcoming duties, threw her arms around me and indicated that I should 

stay, and I needed a time of worship so I did. (I know Stella from working alongside her 

on Healing on the Streets). It was nearly the end of the sermon, which I couldn't hear (my 

hearing is poor) but the excellent little monitors showed that it was the sermon. There  

followed a wonderfully rich second half, with no sense of hurry, with reflective music, live 

and the words clearly accessible. Different kinds of people were able to be themselves, 

including those lacking in the ability to sit for long periods, in the traditional way. They 

could come and go then return. They could look at artwork at the side. 

 

I flourish in a rich sacramental expression of Christian belief, so receiving communion and 

holy unction spoke to me deeply, and continue to do so now, in the hours and no doubt 

days following it. The senses are involved, not just the mind. One knows oneself bodily 

touched by God, not just in an intellectual way. I am deeply grateful that the clergy put 

themselves into the service fully. It was not just a short, weekday service 'laid on' to 

'provide for' people, but would have been suitable for a Sunday, too. Each part was  

unhurried, it seemed. The best that one could muster. 

 

Then, afterwards, the doughnuts that may have been the generous offering of Greggs  

(I spotted one box with their name and used to work for Sparkhill Food Bank, to which 

they often donated).  The tea was made and served kindly. So, a big thank you to the 

team worshiping as they led today's service. I was much  revived by it. 

 

Yours in the love of Jesus, 

A visitor to Tuesday Healing Service 

 

It was a truly remarkable Eastertide at St. Martin's. Starting from Maundy Thursday to East-

er Sunday, all that occurred was  

worthy of our Saviour. It was obvious that a lot of thought, creativity and planning went 

into all the events and lots of people had their inputs.  

 

The preaching, the music, the decorations and so many other factors, all contributed to 

the success of the event. From those  

to whom I have spoken, there was a  

resounding chorus of enjoyment and  

contentment. It was really gratifying and en-

couraging to see so many young  

people leading on Sunday. Their smiles and 

excitement during the appearance of the Easter bunny was a joy to behold.  

I pray that their experience will make them wish to come again. 

 

Bishop Michael joined us for worship in 

Advent and preached a great sermon 

about ‘going the wrong way’ 
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Thanks again for making Easter 2025, a memorable one for us who were able to partici-

pate in the celebration. 

 

Member of St. Martin’s and their family 

joyful in celebration 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

overflowing in thankfulness 
 

I thank God for…… 
‘leading me into this very church and stay here as my spiritual home’ 

‘His love and infinite mercy’ ‘regular fellowship’ ‘my family’ 

‘leading me to settle down in Birmingham smoothly and happily’ 

‘granting me internship and new opportunity’ 

‘St Martin’s faithful teachings and constant care’ 

‘prayers & my life’  ‘blessings’ ‘being here to praise with the parishioners’ 

‘listening to the sermon and bible teaching passage’ 

‘friendship, love & fellowship’ ‘His presence in my live’ ‘my prayers are heard’ 

‘St Martin’s for many centuries and the large ring of bells’ 

‘giving me the strength to come here’ 

‘bringing me here, understanding more about God’ 

‘finding peace and comfort in all those difficult moments in my daily life’ 

‘improvement in fellowship of the church’ ‘the open doors provided by the church’ 

‘the space to worship’ ‘the bells’  ‘my healing’ ‘the clergy’   

‘helping me through the bad times and helping me to be strong’ 

‘the worship team at the11am service’  ‘diversity’  ‘my life as it is’ 

‘never giving up on me even when I lose my way’ 

‘helping, blessing and guiding me during my trying times’ 

‘all the members of my Christian family’  

‘the worship team’ ‘leading me to join this church’ 

‘prayers’ ‘St Martin’s being open to the community’ 

‘the church being a beacon in the City Centre’ ‘the warm presence in this church’ 

‘the sense of family & belonging we are enjoying’ 

‘the love they always show to people’

 ‘for worship & followership’ 

‘preparing this church for me – I enjoy the 

relationship with God  

and the congregation here’ 

A huge thank you to Ali who continues to 

bless our church with beautiful flower dis-

plays throughout each year. 



8 

‘the brilliant services at St Martin’s’ ‘forgiveness, hope, love, kindness & friendship’ 

‘for our fellowship and clergy team’  

‘giving me the privilege to serve Him in some ways – that is our honour’ 

‘the team of volunteer cleaners and those who faithfully count our cash collections’ 

‘giving me a chance to be part of a Christian community’ 

‘giving me a chance to be a mom’ 

‘forgiving my sins’ ‘Jesus being the centre of our church’ 

‘I can come and pray, worship and be part of a service’ 

‘for leading me back to church and  

making me part of St Martin’s family’ 

‘family finding jobs in a church’ 

‘good health, family & love’ ‘giving me this life’ 

‘the clergy team’  ‘grace, mercy & love’ 

‘the clergy, community & volunteers’ 

‘providing a place of safety & love’ 

‘the open welcome’ ‘leading us to join St Martin’s’ 

‘supporting me through the storms of life’ 

‘directing my steps here when I was on vacation  

in Birmingham’ 

 
 

overflowing in thankfulness 
I am thankful for…… 

‘having St. Martin as my church in Birmingham’ 

‘support from church members’ ‘the reredos’ 

‘all the faithful singing and worship of which I am blessed to be a part’ 

‘regular communion’ ‘finding peace when I come here’ 

‘a warm welcome, beautiful singing and music’ 

‘another year filled with great overcomings and love’ 

‘the love which strengthens our faith and brings comfort and unity’ 

‘for all things’ ‘the Samaritan spirit within the church’ 

‘life and health’ ‘sharing God’s love with others’ 

‘being able to be part of a team serving the church’ 

‘many friends at St Martin’s and meeting my wife here!’ 

‘being part of our church family – I feel welcomes, supported and truly involved’ 

‘the welcomers and friendly people’  ‘keeping me healthy’ 

‘the very nice welcome people’ ‘Thursday bible study group’ 

‘the love & support of the fellowship here’ ‘the community’ 

‘being listened to’  ‘the Choir with No Name’ 

‘making me feel welcome here’ ‘the sermons & the 9.30am service’ 

‘friends I have made here and made to feel part of the family’ 

‘freedom to worship how I want’ 

‘St Martin’s for helping me through times of loneliness’ 

‘the sermons – they make me think’ ‘the warm welcome every time’ 

‘meeting with the other brothers and sisters who are so nice’ 

‘the opportunity to meet others in an “inclusive” church’ 

‘the Christian fellowship and caring, friendly welcome’ 

‘if one part is honoured, all the parts are glad.’ 
1 Corinthians 12 v26 
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‘the loving & caring clergy/leadership team at St Martin’s’ 

‘all the services St Martin’s offer to the people’ 

‘the church welcoming and supporting us’ 

‘St Martin’s bible study group’ ‘support’  

‘meeting Christians from different cultures’ 

‘faithful pray-ers within the church’ ‘meeting Elsie & Paul’ 

‘a new life with God’ ‘warm, welcoming atmosphere’ 

‘the Gospel which is preached here’  ‘my son’ 

‘the many blessings generously given by the grace of God’ 

‘for the activities for the young people’ ‘the love of our church family’ 

‘friends and family’ ‘God, Son & Holy Spirit’ 

‘keeping me safe & healthy’ ‘friendship & prayers’ 

‘the church members always remembered in prayers’ 

‘peace, reassurance, blessing & love’ 

‘all the prayers and love for me & my family’ 

‘having a clergy team, all of which who really care’ 

‘the prayer heritage’ ‘the grace of belonging at St Martin’s’ 

‘all that I have’ ‘contentment and a sense of purpose’ 

‘good health and meeting people in Birmingham’ 

‘the actively supportive congregation and for Ladies Fellowship’ 

‘peace, grace and the whole team at St Martin’s’ 
 

 

unceasing in prayer 
 

Every day, week, month there are countless ways we engage in prayer and encourage others to do so 

too: 

➢ our monthly prayer diary 

➢ Share-a-prayer 

➢ Prayer chapel and candle stands 

➢ our Prayer tree 

➢ children’s prayer tent 

➢ Open Church team – praying with visitors 

➢ Teach Us To Pray leaflets 

➢ Growing Roots groups 

➢ Tuesday healing prayers 

➢ Wednesday clergy and staff prayers 

➢ Wednesday evening Compline 

➢ Friday lunchtime prayers 

➢ Intercessions in worship 

➢ Healing Rooms 

➢ Healing-on-the streets 

 

Each week, there are two opportunities for members of the congregation to join  

together in prayer and worship on-line with Zoom Meetings.   On Wednesday, they meet 

at 9pm for a short service (about 30 minutes) of evening prayer called Compline.  On  

Friday, they meet at 12:30 p.m. for another short service of prayers during the day. 
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A small but faithful group of around 6 or 7 members join each of these services each 

week.  On Wednesday our Rector, Jeremy Alcock, usually leads the service, with others 

stepping-in during holidays.  It is a lovely way to end the day.   

 

On Friday, we usually host the service, which is lead by individual members on an  

informal rota system.  It punctuates an otherwise busy day, with a period of calm  

reflection on all that is good about God. 

 

If you would like to join either of these sessions, please ask any member of the Clergy 

Team for further information.  All you need is a computer, laptop, tablet or smartphone 

and an internet connection. 

 

Tom & Yvonne Thompson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On a Friday afternoon, two teams of people gather for ‘Healing Rooms’ in the church. 

 

It’s been three years since we’ve begun. From among 20 of us, we are always able to 

have two teams every week. 

 

Friday May 2nd we prayed for people from Paraguay, Venezuela, India, and Hong Kong. 

Prayers for healing of back pain, knee pain and comfort for deep grief. Also, peace for 

those with mental health problems and for hope and healing. 

 

J. asked for prayers for her knee.. she sensed the Holy Spirit on her. She said her body was 

warm as her hands started shaking and eyelids flickering. One of the teams had a word 

of knowledge about unforgiveness. 

 

J said she had ‘righteous anger’ and was struggling with this for a while and she now was 

thinking that it could be unforgiveness. She then shared that she was going to start 

‘Freedom in Christ’ Course. 

 

If you want to know more about Healing Rooms speak to Sandra, Elsie, Bert. Flora and 

Sue. 

 

Revd Elsie Blair-Chappell 
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wholehearted in welcome 
 

Open Church Report 

We have the great privilege and joy of being part of the St Martin's open church team 

for one afternoon per week. It's our job to welcome people who come into the church. 

As you can imagine no two duty days are ever the same but they do say that variety is 

the spice of life. 

 

Why do people come into the church? 

The people who come into St Martin's do so for any number of reasons. Many come in 

simply to admire the beautiful building and its stunning architecture. Some are interested 

in the history of the church and its relationship with the city. Others just long for a quiet 

space for personal prayer and reflection, perhaps to light a candle to  remember a 

loved one who is ill or quietly grieve someone who has died.  

 

We are humbled when people ask us to pray for them or with them. Some people even 

want to know about the Christian faith! Very often, these people may follow another 

faith. We tread carefully but what a great way to tell people of Jesus and his claim on 

their life. 

Occasionally , there are people who can be challenging and these are times when we 

need help and support from others. However, the duties are always rewarding. 

 

Where do people come from? 

There are local people, of course, including those who say that they have passed the 

church many times but have come in for the first time. Regulars who come in to pray 

every week. People who have lost their footing in life and just need to talk over a drink. 

But also visitors from all parts of the country and  

indeed, all over the world. We've lost count of the number of countries represented by 

our visitors. On Thursdays it's great to welcome members of the choir with no name as 

they meet ahead of their evening rehearsal. 

 

Support 

We are always so grateful to clergy, staff and other volunteers on duty around the 

church. It reminds us that we are all very much part of a team. And since we all have our 

limitations it's good to be able to pass some people on to others who have knowledge, 

experience and skills which we lack. 

 

In conclusion 

We must remember that St Martin's is the house of God and we welcome people in the 

name of the Lord. It's his work. For our part we try to give an invitation to our worship ser-

vices and pray that people might return. This is not a recruitment request but there might 

be someone thinking “this might be for me.” 

 

Colin and Pam Walker 

 

 

 
Our Festival of Prayer in September 
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generous in hospitality 
 

The Older Minds and Spirits Group, the meeting for retired clergy and widows/widowers 

and spouses meet at St Martin’s on a roughly monthly basis.  

 

As well as discussing the concerns of retired clergy and updates of personal news the 

group enjoys a variety of speakers. Speakers have covered a variety of topics including 

the role of diocesan missioners, Christians against Poverty, Music and Spirituality, Faith 

Hope & Football, the Birmingham Asian Church, Christian writers, Army Chaplaincy.  

 

As well as the talks being informative and edifying, the group provides a great space  

for fellowship and prayerful support. The group are hugely grateful for the generous  

hospitality of St Martin’s providing an accessible and comfortable venue. The welcome 

and provision of refreshments are greatly appreciated. 

 

Revd Roger Chamberlain 

 

We have been renting a meeting room in St. Martin in the Bullring for years and for a 

good reason. The staff are polite and approachable, always ready to assist with any 

needs that arise. Queries are responded to promptly, which makes planning and  

coordination much easier. The facilities are clean, well-maintained, and create a  

professional atmosphere that’s ideal for meetings. Booking the venue is a smooth and 

hassle-free process, thanks to the staff’s efficiency and helpfulness. I also receive positive 

feedback from our attendees, who often comment on the comfortable setting and 

overall experience. This venue has become a reliable choice for our meetings, and I’m 

happy to recommend it.' 

 

Patrycja Waryas 

Hampton Trust 

 

Thank you so much for once again hosting us at St Martins for the Organ Donor Awards 

last month.   

 

We really do appreciate your support and the staff at NHSBT do say that the Birmingham 

one is the best, due to the venue and the atmosphere it creates, so thank you so much. 

 

Mark Worton 

St. John Ambulance 

On behalf of Restore’s Management Committee and staff team I am writing to thank 

you very much for your hospitality and welcome and for hosting Restore ‘s 25th  

Anniversary Celebration last week.   



13 

 

Everything ran so smoothly and it was a memorable and affirming event.  It was fantastic 

to be joined by over 130 people.   

 

It was lovely how Ivor was able to include his own memories of and tribute to Jill Hall, who 

was one of the key founders of Restore, in his welcome at the start which set the scene 

for the rest of the Celebration.   

 

Some of the founders had not seen each other for years, and it was great to facilitate 

those reunions. 

 

During the Celebration it was mentioned that it was sad that Restore is still needed.  But 

global refugee figures have increased significantly over the last 25 years and refugees 

and asylum seekers continue to arrive in Birmingham.  

 

Anniversaries are a great way to spur us on to continue to offer welcome and help with 

integration. 

 

We are indebted to St Martin’s for providing a welcoming and central location.  Thank 

you again for your generosity, service and support to Restore and to the refugees we 

support. 

 

Please pass on our thanks to other staff at St Martins who were also involved in preparing 

for the event. 

 

Jeremy Thompson 

Restore Manager 

genuine in friendship 
 

St Martin’s Youth Centre 2024-2025 
During last summer we had a very successful summer programme which entailed  

completing a number of days out largely engaged in sporting activities.  When some  

alternative suggestions were made such as visits to places of interest, our members told 

us that they did not wany anything like school or college but really enjoyed physical  

activities.  Consequently, we have endeavoured to offer them this apart from visit to  

the Hippodrome, with whom we now partner.  We have attended a number of events  

organised by them which included in particular the ballet.  All these were greatly  

enjoyed. 

 

During the autumn and winter, we had very few attendees.  On enquiry, we were told by 

our members and their parents that they were a) nervous of the younger members to 

come to the centre due to dangers on the street and b) following Covid, schools had 

increased the amount of homework they had to do and therefore it was not easy for 

them to come to the centre mid-week in the evenings.  

 

Added to the above, due to Tolaya leaving to have a baby we have been left with two 

part time male workers.  This has affected our female members who keep asking for a 

woman on the staff.  We are presently advertising for this part time post. 

 

For the future we need several new staff members offering a variety of talents.  This will 

take some time to achieve.  We need above all workers with people skills.  We are  
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hopeful of obtaining a reasonable sum of money to employ a full-time sports worker.   

The young people keep asking for a wide variety of sports and this person will need to be 

very flexible.  Part of our role is to deter them from becoming involved in crime, guns, 

gangs & drugs.  There are many temptations in Highgate! 

 

Fundraising is ongoing and many of our regular supporters donate year in year.  Our 

greatest need apart from staff is for more volunteers and we have recently advertised 

and received a number of enquiries, some very positive. 

 

We have been fortunate in obtaining Stephen Blair-Chappell onto the Management 

Committee who has taken in the responsibility of upgrading the Centre.  We are very 

grateful for his time and energy, 

 

Bridget Cameron 

Vice Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

The Birmingham City Mission started the  

relationship and sharing our church building  

seven years ago. Anna Maria, one of the members of the City Mission, came to our  

Tuesday healing service and she came to some other services and she left some of the 

booklets in our building and others  

started to do the same.  

 

Now they officially have place to store their belongings and they pray in our building 

every Tuesday and Saturday before  

heading out into the city centre to  

evangelise. St. Martin’s is like their home and we are working together in the city for the 

Kingdom of God. 

 

We also share our Harvest gifts with them each autumn to help provide supplies for their 

fantastic Resource Centre. 

 

Revd Abba Bogale Tiruneh Tafese 

 

N.B. Jeremy did a volunteer year with Birmingham City Mission back in 1987, and recently 

was honoured to be invited back to speak at the Friday worship for all the BCM staff. 

 

eager in sharing God’s love 
 

Dear Sister in Christ (Elsie) 

 

Organ Donors Awards 

Lord Mayor of Birmingham’s 

Civic Service 
RoadPeace 

Memorial 

Service 
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I'm writing to let you know that I'm an active member of the Methodist community again. 

We only met for a few minutes last year and you told me that I had a ministry to fulfil.  

I told you at the time that I wasn't in charge of any ministry, and you replied that I would 

soon have it.  

 

Then I wrote to you that that moment, that prophecy had touched me very much and 

that, in that moment, I had felt the Holy Spirit speaking in you.  

 

I only shared this with a few people, including a Methodist pastor who told me not to rush 

things and to let the 'prophecy' take its course.  

 

A year later, I was really into following this Ghanaian guy who unfortunately got really 

sick (he was admitted into a psychiatric ward twice in the last few months). This boy, or 

young man I should say, took me and my pastor as people he could lean on.  

 

've been very close to him over these months and have also spoken to his doctors. My 

pastor thinks I've done a great job when visiting him at the hospital.  

 

From October, I'm going to be doing a course for lay people, organised by our Methodist 

and Waldensian churches, to become pastoral visitors for sick people. 

 

I'm really excited about this new project and I know I'm being guided by the Holy Spirit 

who is pushing me to do the training course. Secondly, I wanted to tell you about the 

project to welcome some Chinese brothers and sisters who have recently been  

attending our church.  

 

I have a linguistic education as a translator (and a degree in modern languages), so I'm 

organising parts of the Sunday service in Chinese.  I don't speak Chinese, but I'm pretty 

clued up on the latest tech and I know how to use it.  

 

Machine translation, synthetic voices and artificial intelligence are my allies and  

yesterday we did an experiment. 

The Chinese brothers and sisters were happy because, even though we didn't know the 

language, they felt welcome and like they belonged. 

 

In the next few weeks, we're going to set up a team that I'll be leading, so I can share my 

skills and teach other Italian brothers and sisters how to use the tech that helps us with 

the Chinese community. 

 

So thanks again, dear sister, for rousing me from my slumber that Sunday morning about 

a year ago. I hope everything goes well in your community and, even though we don't 

really know each other, I'm thinking of you and praying for you. 

 

May God bless you every day of your life. 

Your brother in Christ, 

Costantino Sbacchi 

Places of Warm Welcome art display made by participants 
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I am very grateful to be a part of this church. I just want to say ‘thank you’. 

 

I have been away from home (India)  

but you all made me feel like home.  

This church is truly my second home. 

 

I will miss you all. Until we meet again –  

goodbye and thank you so much. 

 

Sneha (now back in Mumbai  

with her family) 

 

focused on growing disciples 
 

Growing Roots has been a God send to me as I couldn't get to the church    

but everyone in the group helped me at some point it has the perfect name.  

It's helped me grow & my Roots went deeper    

GROWING ROOTS      

 

Anthony 

 

 

The “Growing Roots” Bible study group at St Martins provides a wonderful opportunity for 

people to draw close to God…to taste and see that He is Good. 

 

His Goodness extends a hand of friendship and unpressured invitation. Sometimes one 

may choose to sit outside the circle, yet be encouraged to feel included. 

 

As we settle down to begin our time together I sense in the group an expectation that 

we will meet with God, and that this is exciting for us. 

 

There is a beautiful understanding in the group that we can see God in one another as 

He prompts us in our thinking, and guides us in relating to one other.  

 

Patience, Openness, Support, Gentleness, Respect…I see these aspects of His love in  

action as we focus together on His Word.  

 

The study of the chosen passage of scripture always brings us reward, and we are often 

surprised at such uncovered treasure.  

 

Because the activity is conducted with a clear sense of order and structure, there is a ro-

bustness that at times allows one to share personal struggles. Such honest sharing is re-

ceived with appropriate respect and concern.  

 

In short, “Growing Roots” demon-

strates the love and power of God: 

that a disparate group of people… dif-

ferent cultures, languages and privi-

Blessing of the Plough Service 

 

BARRA Annual  

Remembrance Service 
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leges …gathered together through His Word, can support and encourage each other in 

loving and serving the Lord. 

 

John Ebbutt 

Ladies’ Fellowship takes place on every second Saturday of each month. We meet at 

10.30am in the Church Lounge. The meeting starts with Welcome. Then Bible reading – 

Reflections – Prayers- Hymns. Warship flows into Fellowship as we share tea and toast, 

coffee and biscuits. We had our third anniversary this year. 

 

Here are some of the ladies’ own thoughts about the fellowship. 

 

‘I feel that every time I get out of line, the fellowship brings me back in line with Christian 

beliefs’. It is inspiring ‘ 

 

‘ Each Christmas we re-enact the activity by reading a small scripture and bringing up a 

figurine to the stable.  

 

At Valentine’s, Elizabeth brought in a box and gave it to each one of us to look inside. 

Before we opened the box, we had to ask the question ‘who is God’s greatest love?’ 

When we opened the box, there was a mirror inside and we saw ourselves! We are 

God’s greatest love.  

 

‘Clare Allcock’s talk on her work with ‘International Health Partners’ was exceptionally 

informative and inspiring’ 

 

‘ There is a sense of real belonging’ 

 

‘ There is always hope when one searches. There are always people willing to help’ 

 

‘Meeting new people’ 

 

‘The love of Jesus flows through the room’ 

 

From Lorretta about her ‘hen-do: 

‘ I felt so loved and celebrated. I still look at the beautiful photos and read their wonder-

ful messages I received from the ladies Fellowship.’ 

 

Revd Elsie Blair-Chappell 
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confident in proclaiming Jesus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

creative in welcoming families 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

determined in helping the vulnerable 
What is ‘Cuppa & Chat’? ‘Cuppa & Chat’ is part of the ‘Places of Welcome’ initiative 

begun by Birmingham Diocese. Its goal is for “every neighbourhood to have places 

where people feel safe to connect, belong and contribute…” 

  

‘Cuppa & Chat’ is in part an attempt to 

meet some of the practical needs of the 

most vulnerable people across our city but we emphasise that it is a ministry for people 

who may be homeless but are just as likely to be isolated and/or lonely so that whilst 

food is important, in many cases we are dealing with relational poverty as much as ma-

terial poverty. Just being able to sit and eat together goes a long way towards breaking 

down the barriers between people and helping them to feel like they belong.  

 

We asked people these questions: 

 Why do you come?  

 What’s good about being here?  

 Why do you keep coming back? 

 

These were their responses: 

Sneha (on the far left) with church friends 

in the Rectory garden 
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“I appreciate the food that’s on the table for us… and the homeless and the  

vulnerable…” 

  

“Socialising with other people, getting to know other people…  Mingling with other  

people… Getting to know other people…” 

  

“I like the service, and I like the atmosphere…” 

  

“It enlightens me and makes me feel relief. And to listen to the word of the Lord. It 

strengthens my Christian walk…” 

  

“I like the hospitality, and the people are really good going people… I like to be close to 

people who have religious beliefs…” 

 

“It’s open to everybody or it’s not open at all... There’s no one barred or there’s no one 

too bad. It’s open to everybody!!” 

 “I come here for the social connection. Talking to //// and talking to you. The whole two 

hours, the social connection, so I can have a chat and talk to people… because living 

on my own, sometimes I don’t speak with many people. I wasn’t going to come today 

but the whole two hours, I’m enjoying it!! I’ve got friends. I made friends with you and //// 

and I know other people as well. Coming to meet friends as well as a meal on a Monday 

morning.” 

  

“It’s only my second time… it’s nice to see familiar faces and it’s that sense of community 

during difficult times, it can be quite reassuring and  

comforting, being around people who you know…”  

   

“…for the food and meeting people…” 

 

 

 

 

 

“I come here because I need to interact with people. I’m not very good at the moment. 

I’m in a flat on my own and I get lonely. I come down here to interact with people… and 

obviously have a bit of grub as well… But also, I’m getting quite spiritual as well and I’m 

hoping that I can find myself a little bit more, because I’ve been a bit lost. I go to church 

on Sundays, most times, even if just for a minute or two… to get a bit of scripture, so I can 

get into my head a little bit. I enjoy the company, I enjoy the atmosphere”  

  

“I feel it’s a welcoming atmosphere and the church is always humble, I feel like it’s a nice 

environment the minute I walk through the door, you feel like there’s a presence there 

where you can talk to people, a community... have a chat with people and have a con-

versation about anything you want to talk about…” 

  

John and some of the Thursday afternoon regulars. 

The group meets in the church and is often joined by visitors. 
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“I come for the people, for the conversation… and er… actually for the warmth that I 

feel here… I know it looks strange coming from someone who looks like me but I do enjoy 

the company, I do enjoy the stories and I enjoy lots of things but I mostly come for the 

people… not only the people that run this but the people who come here as well  

because they’ve all become friends and I just wanted to let you know that because you 

deserve to know it!” 

  

“People enjoy the welcome…”  

 

“The atmosphere…”  

 

“They enjoy the JOKES!!!”  

 

 

“They find the prayerfulness helpful, just to give them something to think about…” 

            

“And obviously the food is welcome,  

although there are opinions about that…” 

 

“On the whole people find it a warm  

welcoming place… where they feel secure…” 

 

Revd Ivor Lewis, Assistant Rector and  

the whole Cuppa and Chat Team  
 

In November, Cuppa and Chat began a new partnership with The Active Wellbeing So-

ciety. They have a grant to collect surplus food and make hot meals for local charities 

like us! They  

rent a kitchen in Digbeth from Friends of the Earth Birmingham.  

 

Every Friday afternoon, we pull our wagon to the Friends of the Earth Brig Café kitchen 

and pick up great tubs of prepared curries, soups, pasta sauces, rice dishes… We then 

store them in our freezer ready to be reheated on Monday morning.  

 

We are so grateful for these meals. The staff and volunteers have noticed such a big 

change in the  

atmosphere in the room as everyone settles in to eat their hot food together. It brings a 

calm and comfort to the whole session and creates a good  

atmosphere for our volunteers to engage in  

conversation with those who come in.  

 

If you would like to be part of this ministry, we could use another helper to collect on  

Friday afternoons. In addition, The Active Wellbeing Society is looking for volunteers to 

cook in their Digbeth kitchen. 

Tina Brogan 

committed to caring for creation 
Our caring for creation working group aims to help the St Martin’s community fulfil this 

part of the vision, both locally and globally.  Chaired by Jo the following members  

contributed in 2024/5: Ed, Linda and Jeremy. Others such as  Stephen and Rich attend as  

requested.  The group has met 3 times since the last APCM. 
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What does the group do?  To start with we educate ourselves about climate change 

and the threat to creation and the planet. This is either done personally or via group 

members who signpost useful information or campaigns that are being run by other  

organisations. We consider how at St. Martin’s we can be grateful for God’s creation, 

how we can increase awareness of climate change issues and minimise our carbon  

footprint.  

 

Specifically in 2024/5: 

• continued to refer to and update the results of the 2022  

congregational survey 

• supported the work taking place to prepare St Martin’s to  

become near carbon zero for energy consumption 

• recognised the commitment from the staff team to  

• increase recycling opportunities 

• facilitated a parish outing to the Botanical Gardens.  Fifty  
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members of the congregation enjoyed fellowship and God’s  

creation in dry weather! 

• produced Creationtide worship zones to encourage  

thankfulness for God’s creation throughout the year 

• contributed to the Creationtide celebration that culminated in the Harvest Festival 

and shared lunch 

• reviewed the updated A Rocha UK silver eco award  

requirements  

 

What’s next in 2025 

• facilitate a social event that enables fellowship and  

enjoyment of God’s creation 

* assess and progress the next steps for the silver eco award 

* support those working on the net carbon zero project 

Jo Murgatroyd  

Have you looked at our new website yet? 

Take a visit to www.bullring.org 
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creative in welcoming families 

What a privilege it is to lead the children and youth work at St Martin! There are two  

dedicated teams of volunteers who make this possible, and they give of their time self-

lessly and faithfully. We have such a lot of fun together that it is hard to pick out the  

highlights of the past year, there are so many! But I think that most people would mention 

the wonderful summer party at Jeremy‘s house where volunteer leaders, children, young 

people, and their families all joined together in Jeremy‘s garden to bounce on a bouncy 

castle, to play games follow a treasure hunt and eat delicious barbecue food prepared 

by Jeremy, Clare and Molly. It was a really joyous occasion.  

 

During the summer holidays, we put up a dedicated children’s prayer tent in church for 

the first time, so that children visiting the church with their families during the daytime 

could be welcomed with an area and activities specifically for them. We have continued 

to put this prayer tent up during the school holidays and many children have enjoyed  

discovering and using it.  

 

Highlights of the autumn term included a drama about creation, performed as part of 

our Sunday worship. The young people all worked so imaginatively together, assisted by 

our Children and Young People’s team, Rich on the lights and Philippa on music. It was a 

proper team achievement! Natalie also led the group in creating some artwork to en-

hance the performance, and the children decorated stones to tell the story of creation 

from Genesis Chapter 1. 

 

Our Light Party, an alternative to Halloween, took place in the church itself, and was 

open not only to our own children and young people, but to visitors to the church as well. 

Many members of the congregation helped to hollow out pumpkins in preparation for 

this, and the young people carved crosses and hearts in the pumpkins before lighting 

them up with candles. It was a great  

alternative to the scary faces, usually carved in pumpkins! More  

importantly, it celebrated Jesus as the light of the world. 

 

The run up to Christmas found us practising a Nativity Play! This is the first Nativity Play in 

the church for many years, so it was a big job pulling the costumes, script, music and act-

ing together!  

Most of the clergy took on roles, (we’ll get you involved next time, Ivor!) and it was a lot 

of fun for everyone, including the  

congregation. 
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creative in welcoming families 

In February, we started the biggest project of the year – a brand new, weekday Stay 

and Play group for toddlers. This takes place on a Thursday morning during term time 

and is a place where parents or carers can spend time playing with their toddler, and 

socialising with other parents. We provide a space, lots of different toys, a hot drink for 

adults and a snack for toddlers, a story and songs. Many thanks to all the staff and clergy 

who have helped with this, particularly thanks to Tina for administrative support and to 

Paul for joining the team on a weekly basis. Thanks also to Margaret and Linda, without 

whom we would have no volunteer staff to help and the group would not be able to run. 

Thursday sessions are happy, lively and great fun – we have welcomed 14 different  

families so far, and hope to welcome many more in the coming weeks. 

 

Meanwhile, during Lent, the children and young people who come to St Martin on  

Sundays were busy raising money for UNICEF. They iced mini cakes and created mini 

crafts to give out to the congregation in return for donations, and the congregation re-

sponded in style, raising £431.52 for charity. This is a fantastic achievement, but it also al-

lowed the children to interact with the congregation during coffee time, and gave the 

congregation a chance to talk to the young people about their activities. 

 

 Easter celebrations with the young people included making Easter gardens, creating a 

wonderful piece of artwork for the church, and a joyous, all-age service celebrating our 

risen Lord – (with a thrilling guest appearance from the Easter, bunny herself too!) 

 

There are over 25 young people who call St Martin their church and consider themselves 

regular (or fairly regular) attendees. We are so blessed to have them as a part of our 

congregation. Furthermore, there are hundreds of children who visit our church in the 

holidays, and others who attend our new Thursday Stay and Play session. If you would like 

to be part of this ministry, we would love to hear from you! Please speak to any of the 

clergy or to Rebekah if you would like to join us. 

 

Rebekah O’Dowd 

Children’s and Youth Co-ordinator 
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ST. MARTIN’S BAND OF SUNDAY SERVICE RINGERS 
We have rung for Sunday service every week during the period and for other important 

occasions, most notably the 80th Anniversary of VE day and the Covid National Day of 

Reflection. The standard of our ringing has remained high, backed up by what has been 

achieved through Tuesday practices. These continue to be very well-supported and  

valuable in providing development opportunities, encouraging prospective Band  

members, as well as extending Band members’ own skills and method knowledge. We 

continue to encourage aspiring ringers to join us and to welcome visiting ringers when 

they make contact to visit. 

 

In June 2024, the Birmingham team were very close runners-up in the National 12 Bell 

Contest, held at Chilcompton, Somerset. It was unusually close between the first three 

teams but we were not overly disappointed with the result, as we all felt we had not 

produced anything close to our capabilities on the day, We hope to regain the trophy at 

the forthcoming final at St Mary, Redcliffe, Bristol – but this will be a challenge because 

the Bristol (home) team is very skilled and took a close third place last year. 28 June 2025 

will be the 50th anniversary of the first National 12 Bell Striking Contest. Our own Fran 

Dodds is one of only two ringers who will be taking part in June who also rang in the  

original Contest. We started our 2025 campaign with an emphatic win at the Shrewsbury 

qualifying heat in  March. 

 

We were pleased to be able to support Heritage Day once again in September with 

tours to the ringing chamber and dates have been booked with The Rector for  

September 2025.  

 

At the Band Annual General Meeting (AGM) in November, chaired by the Rector, we 

discussed our further-advanced plans to replace the wooden walkway between certain 

of the bells with a steel structure. We are grateful to Rich Taylor for his input and to all 

who have been involved in moving this project forward, especially Ian Baker. Having  

received the necessary St Martin’s input, plans were submitted to the DAC and we hope 

for prompt Chancellor approval in due course. 

 

At the end of January, we helped the Birmingham University Society celebrate their 70th 

anniversary, with many returning to ring in Birmingham after quite some time. As well as 

general ringing for all, there was a special peal at St Martin’s. 

 

In April, we again welcomed visitors from all over the UK to celebrate their success in 

obtaining the Association of Ringing Teachers’ Level 5 Award. This event, hosted at St 

Martin’s, was conceived and is organised and run by Band members. It is now estab-

lished as a highlight of the national bellringing calendar. Our Band plays a key role in 

hosting, tutoring and inspiring these achievers’ next steps in their bell ringing journey. 

On 5 July 2025, we will be hosting The Ringing World National Youth Contest in  

Birmingham, with St Martin’s as ‘the headquarters’ and venue for the results. Simon  

Linford and I are continuing to liaise with the Rector about the details of this enormous 

event, which will see 33 teams of ringers (all under the age of 19) take part. 

 

I would like to put on record how much the Band values the continued support and  

wisdom of our Rector, Jeremy and to thank all the staff team at St Martin’s for their 

prompt efficiency, kindness and helpfulness at all times. 

Stephanie Warboys 

Conductor, St Martin’s Band 
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