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Annual Report to the Charity Commission year ending 31st August 2023

Trustees:

Minister and Chair of Church Council:

Rev. Jenny Porter-Pryde

Church Stewards:

Mr Neil Paterson, Mrs Elizabeth Box, Mrs Maria Curran, Mrs Penny Clark
Church Treasurer:

Mr John Dunn

Circuit Steward:

Church Elected Representatives:

Mrs Helen Atkin, Mr David Lees, Mrs Jackie Mitchell, Mrs Kay Vincent.
Other Officers:

Mr John Vincent (Resources), Ms Helen Atkin (Prayer), Mrs Sue Paterson (Churches Together), r)
Mrs Fliss Wright and Mrs Sandra Innes (Pastoral Committee)

Independent Accounts Examiner:

Mr Phil Rainford

Staff:

Minister, as above, Children’s Worker (PT), Youth Worker (PT), Caretaker (PT) and Church
Administrator (PT)

Constitution/ Organisational Structure/ Trustee Recruitment:

Hexham Trinity Methodist Church is constituted and governed in accordance with the principles and
constitution of the Methodist Church of Great Britain as set down in the standing orders of the
Methodist Conference.

Management

The management of the charity is the responsibility of the Trustees (Church Council) who are elected
annually at the Church Meeting. The day to day running of the Charity is carried out by the Church
Stewards and Minister who are all Trustees. Trustees are elected, for up to six years, to serve on and
chair the co-ordinating groups responsible for running the various areas of church life. These groups
report back to the Church Council. They comprise the Outreach and Partnership group, Youth,
children and families, Resources Co-ordinating Group with responsibility for managing building and
resources. A smaller Finance Group also meets as necessary as does an HR Advisory Group. We
also have a Pastoral Group who co-ordinate visits and pastoral care.

Vision

The vision of Hexham Trinity Methodist Church is to be a place for everyone to question, discover
and explore the Christian faith learning to live as followers of Jesus so more people know of God’s
love.

Public Benefit:

The Church building, being sited centrally in one of the main streets of the town provides a
convenient and accessible venue for both church and community events. Every Sunday, and at other
times through the week, there are services of Christian worship with children’s activities and prayer
gatherings, accessible to all. The public and members of Trinity Methodist Church benefit from the



many regular and ad-hoc meetings and events held throughout the year. These included: a pancake
party, shared lunches, coffee mornings, training sessions, prayer meetings, Fairtrade stall,
fundraising events for local and worldwide charities, school carol services and a parent and baby
group.

Much of the building at Trinity is available for hire by small independent charities and groups with
reduced rates for charity/not for profit groups. The whole community of Hexham is served in many
ways by the different activities held here. Many families have a strong connection, some over
generations, with the Church and even if not regular Sunday worshipers, feel very much part of
Trinity’s wider family.

This year the building was used by:

Church Groups:

Baby Group (parents and babies), Bible Study (adults), Coffee Morning (community), Prayer Groups
(adults), Craft Group (adults), Youth Groups, Prayer Knitting (adults), the Bible Society.

Community Groups:

Regular: Beacon Club (retired gentlemen), Circle Dancing (adults), History Society (adults), Music
and Movement (parents and young children), Orpheus Choir (adults), Alcoholics Anonymous,
Badminton Group (adults), Tynedale Hospice at Home, Hexham Community Partnership, Hexham
Holiday Club, Polling Station, Northumberland Cancer Support Group, Sycamore Counselling,
Gymnastics Club (children), Rock Choir (adults), Youth Dance Tynedale (children), Days for Girls
(charity), Tynedale Community Choir.

One-off:

All of the activities organised by Church Users, are open to the whole community in Hexham, as are
many of the others.

Financial Report:

Church members are actively involved in the giving and allocating of finances through Church
meetings and reports. The wider local circuit of Methodist Churches also help with this process.

The financial report which has been independently examined is attached to this report.
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