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ST. MARY’S JACOBITE SYRIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH 
MANCHESTER 

Annual Report 2022-2023 

The annual report of the St. Mary’s Jacobite Syrian Orthodox Church Manchester covers 

the period from April 1st 2022 to March 31st 2023. 

THE ANNUAL GENERAL BODY MEETING2022 

The Annual General Body Meeting (AGM) at St. Mary’s Jacobite Syrian Orthodox Church, 

Manchester was held after the Holy Mass on Sunday the 22nd May 2022 at St. Francis Church, 

Sale Moor. The meeting was chaired by the Vicar Rev Fr. Geevarghese Thandayath. In the 

meeting, Annual Report of 2021-2022 was presented by Secretary Bijoy Alias and approved 

with a unanimous vote. The statement of income and expenditure along with audit report 

meetings from the year 2021 to 2022 was presented by church treasure Eldo Peringattel and 

approved by the general body. Church renovation plan and quotation were also approved by 

the general body.  

 

Vicar & President    :  Rev. Fr. Geevarghese Thandayath 

Secretary     :  Mr. Bijoy Alias  

Treasurer     :  Mr. Eldo Peringattel  Kuriakose 

Communication address   :  39 Tottenham drive, Manchester, M23 9WH 

Charity number    :  1126394  

Bankers     :  HSBC Bank Plc, 203 Wilmslow Road, Rusholme   

Manchester M14 5BE 

Worship place    :  St. Francis Church, Budworth Road, Sale Moor, M33 2RP 
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MANAGING COMMITTEE MEETINGS AND SPECIAL GENERAL BODY 
We convened 2 special general body meeting and 13 managing committee meetings during the 

year 2022/23 to discuss and decide on various matters raised during this term.  

A special general body meeting was convened on 2022 May 22nd and a permission was given for 

second stage construction to the church.  Responsibility for planning the second stage 

construction was given to building committee and church committee. During the period 2022-

23, 37 new memberships were given which included Reverend Fr. Lilu Varghese. A special 

general meeting chaired by the vicar Rev Fr Geevargheese Thandayath after the Holy Mass on 

27th November 2022, it was decided to invite the Patriarch and Our Bishops to the Holy Moron 

Sacrament of the Church. 

 

GENERAL ACTIVITIES OF THE CHURCH 

 

REGULAR HOLY MASS 

Regular Holy Mass and other special services on feast days were celebrated 2nd and 

4thSunday of every month. Morning prayers start at 9:30 am and the Holy Qurbana start at 

10.30 am. Around 200 people including children regularly attend these gatherings. The service 

is open to all people irrespective of their membership in the parish.  

 
ANNUAL CHURCH FEATS AND PARISH DAY:  

We celebrated our annual feast and parish day. I like to express sincere thanks to all who came 

along and participated the Holy Qurbana and other celebrations.  

ALTAR MINISTERIAL GROUP AND CHURCH CHOIR:  

The role of those who minister at Altar is immense for the smooth conduct of the Holy Mass 
held in our church. I would like to thank the ministry team who arrange the tasks and cooperate 
with the Holy Mass and the special ministry. The role of the choir in making the Holy Mass a 
heavenly experience is immense and I would like to express my gratitude to the choir who sang 
the liturgical songs and also to Eldho Peringattel and Suja Subin who are leading it. 
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CHRISTMAS PROGRAM:  

This year’s Christmas Carol was lead by Shaji Joseph and Saju Pappachan on 10, 11, 17 and 

18thDecember 2022. On 24thevening, Holy Mass and special Christmas worship were conducted 

at St. James (Hope) Church, 1 Vicarage Close, Salford, M6 8EJ. We thank everyone who 

welcomed Christmas Carol party at their homes and participated in these celebrations. 

 

 
ACTIVITIES OF SPIRITUAL ORGANISATIONS:  

Sunday school: As previous years, Sunday school classes were conducted regularly after the 

Holy Mass for classes 1-10. Mr. Kernal Eapen is continuing to serve as the headmaster with Mrs. 

Susan Eldhose is acting as assistant head teacher. Vacation bible school (VBS) also was 

organised in October (28, 29 & 30) 2022 which was a grand success. We conducted a 

competition (‘Balakalolsavam’-Children’s festival) of various events for Sunday school children 

on January 2022 and the winners were gone ahead to participate in the North of England 

regional Sunday school festival in Liverpool and our Sunday school is regional champions. Thank 

you for all parents and Sunday school teachers who prepare the children to take part in those 

events and made it a success.  

Martha Mariam Samajam (Woman’s Prayer Group): The Woman’s Prayer group of the 

church meet twice every month under the leadership of Mrs. Sindhu Saju as secretary and Mrs 

Neenu Soban as treasurer. Their activities include prayer, singing devotional songs, Bible 

readings, chain prayer, Bible presentations and classes. Mrs. Smera Smith is working as the 

North East zone coordinator of all UK Vanitha Samajam. 

CHARITABLE ACTIVITIES 

We have received requests for financial assistance from Miss Kripa Anil (£495), INDIA. The 

church managing committee approved support for her family. We also collected food products 

for Barnabas Aid program (food.give) and cloths.  
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CHURCH RENOVATION UPDATE 

We have completed second stage of our construction of our new church at Bolton. We have 

received £150000.00 from Barnabas Aid as gift donation and £100000 from Barnabs Aid as loan 

for renovation costs. We are eternally thankful for the generous contributions from these 

charities, without which we would not have been made a progress in the church renovation. 

We thank Sabu Abraham for taking the lead for the grant application.  

With God's infinite mercy, everything is progressing well and our parishers are working to the 

best of their ability financially and physically. I would like to thank you for your help and prayers 

so far. The activities of the members of the building committee and managing committee who 

are leading the construction work of the church are highly commendable. 

FINANCIAL REVIEW 

During 2022 – 2023 the total income from various resources was £379848.15, Expenditure 

£343161.13 we have in total balance of £41777.88, including the sums forwarded from 

previous years. 

CONCLUSION 

I take this opportunity to thank Our Patriarch His Holiness Moran Mor Ignatius Aphrem II, Our 

Catholicos His Beatitude Aboon Mor Baselios Thomas I, our Former Patriarchal Vicar His Grace 

Anthemos Mathews, Our Patriarchal Vicar His Grace Issac Mor Osthathios, Vicar Rev. Fr. 

Geevarghese Thandayath, Assistant Vicar Rev. Fr. Eldhose Vattaparambil and also I would like to 

mention the names of Rev. Fr. Lilu Varghese, Rev. Fr. Eldho Rajan, board of trustees, parish 

members and all well-wishers of the church. We are sincerely hoping for your continued 

support in the coming years.  

On behalf of 2022-2023 Board of Trustees.  

Bijoy Alias  

Secretary  
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