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We continued  to  see  the  effect  of  the  economic  crisis  in  2023.  Our  numbers
remained much lower than in previous years, partly due to a saturation of early
years provision in the area and not enough children to fill available spaces. This
appeared  to  be  a  problem  across  the  borough.  Many  families  in  rented
accommodation in the area have also moved away due to high rent costs and a
reduction in available properties. All  these factors have made an impact on the
Preschool. We still continued to offer the option of full days for working parents
but with an adapted curriculum to meet the needs of smaller groups of children.

We still continue to attract a large proportion of children with special needs as well
as developmental delays. This includes children with autism, speech and language,
poor  play  skills,  understanding  of  boundaries,  difficulty  in  sharing  as  well  as
children with severe hearing loss. We adapt our provision as required to meet the
needs of the children with the assistance of a designated Support Worker and a
teacher for the deaf.

Our day to day learning is in line with the Early Years Foundation stage curriculum
as set down by the government. We arrange special activities for the children and
this year included a party and celebrations to mark the King's Coronation. At the
end of  the summer term, we had a visit  from a local company who brought a
collection of small animals for the children to pet and feed. This included chicks,
rabbits and budgies etc. The children had a lovely time. We also had our annual
sports day and end of term summer party.

At Christmas time the children sang some songs in the church, and we were able to
invite family and friends to listen. We also held a Christmas party.

Unfortunately, due to the fact that our numbers remained low during the year, we
had to have difficult discussions in December regarding our situation and viability
for the future. The staff were advised that from January 2024 that they would all
be on a 20% of reduction of hours and salary. This was hard for everyone especially
just before Christmas.

As a team we are still able to pray and read the Bible together, especially now as
the Preschool's future is uncertain. It is a time to support each other and share
issues pertaining to Preschool and our own lives. it is a valuable part of Preschool
life.

Ruth Watkins




















