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THE WORDSWORTH CONFERENCE
FOUNDATION
England & Wales · Charity number 1124319

Details

Status Registered

Legal form Charitable company

Company number 06556368

Registered 2008-06-03

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address School of English
University of St Andrews
St Andrews
KY16 9AR

Phone 01768868920

Email wordsworthsummerconference@gmail.com

Website www.wordsworthconferences.org.uk

Activities

Objects: THE PURPOSES OF THE COMPANY ( THE OBJECTS ) AREA) TO ADVANCE THE EDUCATION
OF THE PUBLIC IN RELATION TO THE LIFE WORK AND INFLUENCE OF WILLIAM WORDSWORTH (
1750-1850 ) AND HIS CIRCLE.B) TO ADVANCE PUBLIC KNOWLEDGE AND ENJOYMENT OF THE
LITERATURE AND CULTURE OF THE ROMANTIC PERIOD ( 1750-1850.

Activities: The Foundation runs the Wordsworth Conference and Wordsworth Winter School and awards
bursaries, funded by itself and by donors, to enable postgraduate students and others to attend these events
at reduced cost.

Classification

• How: Makes Grants To Individuals, Provides Services

• What: Education/training, Arts/culture/heritage/science

• Who: Other Defined Groups, The General Public/mankind
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Geography

• Area of benefit: UNDEFINED. IN PRACTICE, CUMBRIA

• Cumbria

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2025-03-31 £65,058 £70,459 - -

2024-03-31 £66,892 £68,967 - -

2023-03-31 £56,692 £57,884 - -

2022-03-31 £4,143 £4,796 - -

2021-03-31 £5,040 £4,083 - -

Trustees

Name Role Appointed

Dr Erica McAlpine 2019-08-10

Dr Francesca Mackenney 2024-09-25

Dr Jake Rowan Phipps 2024-01-31

Dr Paige Tovey Jones 2019-02-20

Dr Patricia Marie O'Boyle 2019-02-20

Dr Paul Whickman 2024-01-31

Prof Nicholas ROE FBA, FRSE

Prof Simon Bainbridge 2017-08-14

Professor Bruce Graver 2018-08-14

Professor Richard Lansdown 2024-09-25

Professor Saeko Yoshikawa 2024-09-25
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The Wordsworth Conference Foundation

Reference and Administrative Details

Charity name The Wordsworth Conference Foundation

Charity registration number 1124319

Company registration number 06556368

Principal office 2 The Grove
North End
DURHAM
DH1 4LU

Registered office Clint Mill
Cornmarket
PENRITH
CA11 7HW

Trustees Professor S Bainbridge

Professor B Graver

Professor S Yoshikawa (Appointed 25 September 2024)

Professor R Lansdown (Appointed 25 September 2024)
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Dr E McAlpine

Dr P M O'Boyle

Dr P Tovey Jones

Dr F Mackenney (Appointed 25 September 2024)

Dr J R Phipps

Dr P Whickman

Secretaries Dr P M O'Boyle

Dr J R Phipps (Appointed 6 May 2025)

Accountant Dodd & Co Limited
FIFTEEN Rosehill
Montgomery Way
Rosehill Estate
CARLISLE
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The Wordsworth Conference Foundation

Trustees' Report for the Year Ended 31 March 2025

The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the accounting policies set out in notes to the
accounts and comply with the charity’s governing document, the Charities Act 2011 and Accounting and
Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing their accounts in
accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland.

1. Reference and Administrative Details

Details can be found on page 1.

2. Structure, Governance and Management

2.1 Structure: The Foundation is a Company Limited by Guarantee, governed by a Memorandum and Articles 
adopted on 22 February 2008. The Articles provide for a Board of not less than five and not more than twelve
Trustees, including up to two individuals co-opted by the Board by reason of their relevant expertise.

2.2 Governance: At the 2024 AGM Prof. Saeko Yoshikawa, Prof. Richard Lansdown and Dr. Francesca
Mackenney were elected as Trustees; Professor Stephen Gill and Dr. Elsa Hammond have now stood down as
Trustees.

2.3 Management: The Board normally meets at least twice a year, and the quorum necessary for the transaction
of the business of the Board is two. The positions of Summer Conference Director, Winter School Director and
Treasurer are held by Trustees. In the event of a Summer Conference or Winter School Director reaching the end
of his or her term of Trusteeship the person would, at the discretion of the Board, continue to hold that post (as
an Appointee) until re-elected.

2.4 Risks: in accordance with Charity Commission Guidelines the Foundation has adopted written policies on
Complaints, Conflict of Interest, Risk Management, Investment, Volunteer Management, Vulnerable Beneficiaries
and Vetting Procedure. It has appropriate Insurance cover and a Reserve Fund.

3. Financial Review

3.1 The Foundation’s bankers are the HSBC, Market Square, Penrith.

3.2 The Financial Policy of the Foundation is to maintain a Reserve Fund (part cash, part investment), an
Operating Fund, a Bursary Fund, and an Endowment Fund.

3.3 The purpose of the Reserve Fund is
(a) to ensure that the Foundation would have the ability to continue its operations in the event that a cancelled or
unprofitable conference were to exhaust the Operating Fund and
(b) to contribute interest and dividends to Bursary Income. The cash portion of the Reserve Fund (accumulated
life subscriptions) was deposited with the United Trust Bank in June 2014. A further tranche of the Reserve Fund
is now invested in the Charities Investment Fund operated by CCLA Investment Management Limited. The
Reserve Fund stood at £12,328 on deposit with the United Trust Bank and £13,762 in the Charities Investment
Fund, making a total of £26,090 on 31 March 2025.

3.4 The Operating Fund for any given financial year is defined as the total cash in the Foundation’s three HSBC
accounts – one devoted to the Summer Conference (and general administration), one to the Winter School, and
the other to the Bursary Fund – less Reserved sums (recent life subscriptions or funds reserved for bursaries). It
is intended that the Operating Fund should be in credit by between £7,000 and £10,000 at the end of each
financial year. On 31 March 2025 the Operating Fund stood at £14,535.

3.5 The Foundation’s deposit account (designated the Bursary Fund) holds all donations, auction proceeds,
dividends from the Charities Investment Fund, and any sums from the operating fund deemed surplus to
requirements. It may also hold life subscriptions pending transfer to the Reserve Fund. On 31 March 2025 the
Bursary Account stood at £13,105. This included £10,000 of uninvested funds from the Richard Gravil legacy to
provide support for walks leaders. A further £40,000 of this legacy is invested in the Charities Investment Fund.

3.6 The Endowment Fund supports the award of Bursaries and presently consists of a legacy of £43,000 from the
estate of the late Ena Wordsworth. The legacy is invested in the Charities Investment Fund operated by CCLA
Investment Management Limited and the total units were valued at £78,482 on 31 March 2025.

3.7 Total income from the Charities Investment Fund (including part of the Reserve Fund) was £3,890 in 2024/25.
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The Wordsworth Conference Foundation

Trustees' Report for the Year Ended 31 March 2025

3.8 On 31 March 2025, the Richard Gravil Fund stood at £50,448 which may be used for the training and
conference attendance of the walks leaders.

4. Objectives and Activities:

4.1 The principal objectives of the Charity are:

(a) to advance the education of the public in relation to the life work and influence of William Wordsworth (1770 -
1850) and his circle.

(b) to advance public knowledge, benefit, and enjoyment of the literature and culture of the Romantic Period
(1750–1850).

4.2 Its main activities are:

(a) to hold conferences, winter schools and courses either alone or with others;

(b) to make grants to enable students to attend and so benefit from such conferences.

4.3 It is also empowered
(a) to accept a transfer of any property, assets, undertaking, functions, responsibilities and liabilities conducive to
the realisation of the Objects;
(b) to accept any subscriptions, gifts, devises and bequests of, any real or personal estate whether subject to
special trusts or not;
(c) to establish subscription arrangements and take other steps to procuring funds for the Company;
(d) to invest in such investments, securities or property as may be thought fit, and
(e) to to set aside funds for special purposes or against future expenditure or liabilities.

In setting the objectives of the charity, the Trustees have paid due regard to the Charity Commission guidance on
public benefit.

5. Achievements and Performance in 2024/25

5.1 The Wordsworth Conference Foundation organised a successful Summer Conference between 5-15 August 
2024 with approximately 30 attendees in each half of the programme. The Foundation funded 11 bursary awards
for students:

Ena Wordsworth Bursary
IInês Rosa
ShengYao
Nada Saadaoui
Joshua Thompson
Aidan William Buttigieg

Richard Wordsworth Bursary
Keerthi Vasishta
Vinita Singh
Aditi Jain
Francesco Marchionni

William Knight Bursary
Jack Rodgers
Isabelle Murray

The Wordsworth Winter Conference was held March 5-8, 2025, expertly directed by Bruce Graver. There were 30
attendees, including virtual participants, 3 lectures, 15 papers, and a brilliant demonstration of Thomas Bewick’s
printmaking techniques by Chris Bacon. 3 bursaries were awarded: to Jeff Cowton, Jon Stevens and Zara
Castagna. We had awarded two more, but Ali Ghaderi was unable to leave the US, and another person had to
cancel. Funds were also used to cover part of lecturers' accommodation costs and registration.
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The Wordsworth Conference Foundation

Trustees' Report for the Year Ended 31 March 2025

5.2 We also partially funded accommodation for the two walk leaders for the 2024 Summer Conference using
the Richard Gravil legacy. We intend to use the fund to pay for additional training for the walks leaders during the
coming year.

5.3 The 2024 Summer Conference attendees generously donated £1,009.38 for bursaries from the book auction
and as individual gifts.

5.4 The Trustees decided that the very high cost of accommodating bursary holders in the Rydal Hall youth
hostel, together with extra charges for their food, was no longer sustainable. These higher charges, together with
slightly reduced numbers of attendees, have contributed to a financial loss for the Foundation over the last two
years. For the Summer Conference in 2025 shared rooms will be used in Rydal Hall for the bursars which should
help to reduce expenditure.

5.5 We have also booked and paid the deposit for four nights at the Quaker Glenthorne Hotel in Grasmere for the
next Winter Conference in February 2026. Rydal Hall has the 2026 Summer Conference booked in for 3-13
August 2026. As they have reserved the youth centre and both cottages, the Trustees need to decide what will
be required in a timely manner.

5.6 Overall, the Foundation finances remain strong due to good dividends and interest paid on investments
however the instability of stock markets at home and abroad since February 2025 also led to a reduction in the
total value of the units in investments in the COIF Charities Investment Fund with CCLA, though in the interim this
has been steadily increasing again. The Foundation have also had increased general costs over the financial
year 2024-25, resulting in an overall loss on paper similar to that of the previous year. The Trustees hope to see
better results next year with the expected reduction in expenditure for the 2025 Summer Conference.

Dr Patty O’Boyle will retire as Treasurer, with enormous and grateful thanks from all for her long and
distinguished service in this demanding role. Dr. Jake Phipps will assume the roles of Treasurer and Company
Secretary from the 2025-26 financial year. The Foundationss excellent Administrator Kate Marriott will, alas, step
down after the 2025 Summer Conference and the Trustees will have a very hard task trying to identify a
successor who can command this role as supremely effectively as Kate. We also salute Dr. Elsa Hammond, who
stood down this year from the Board after many much-valued contributions to the WCF not least as an unrivalled
leader of intrepid fell climbs in the pre-Covid years.

The Trustees continue to review and reflect on all of the Foundation's events in order to ensure future
sustainability.

6. Public Benefit

Public benefit is integral to the charity’s objectives in the following respects:

(a) The conferences that would have been operated by the Foundation are designed to appeal to a wider public
than other academic conferences, and local attendance on an occasional, non-residential basis, without payment
of the registration fee, is encouraged;

(b) The residential cost of both conferences is minimised, so as to make them accessible to students and to
pensioners, providing some residential places at less than cost. In the interest of economy, part of each
conference’s transport requirements are provided by economical hire of a minibus from North Cumbria
Community Transport (with Trustees as registered drivers).

(c) The charity awarded the bursaries irrespective of participants’ race, geographical location, sexual orientation,
age, or economic circumstance. Both the bursary scheme, and when the conferences are able to run,
arrangements for local admission are designed to enable people to benefit from the work of the Charity without
regard to economic circumstances.

(d) The purpose of the bursary scheme is to enable people with limited resources, not necessarily in full-time
formal education, and without regard to background or origin, to attend the conference at less than half the real
cost.

(e) All donations are applied, without deduction, to the benefit of members of the public. No Trustee is
remunerated, only the unpaid Conference Directors attend conferences without payment of fees. Administration 
of the events is outsourced at an agreed rate, and there is no paid staff.
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The Wordsworth Conference Foundation

Trustees' Report for the Year Ended 31 March 2025

7. The Bursary Fund

Brought forward, 1 April 2024 £8,384

Income including donations £1,009

Investment Income including Interest £4,211

Funds transfered £2,000

Disbursed £8,500

Carried Forward, 31 March 2025 £3,105

8. Members & Friends

8.1 The Wordsworth Conference Foundation has a democratic structure. Its Trustees may be nominated by
Members as well as by the Board, and are elected by its Members. Their consecutive periods of service are
limited to two terms of three years. Those who support the objects of the Charity can become either a Member or
a Friend, on payment of the same life subscription.

8.2 Becoming a Member is a legal step, which involves signing the Memorandum and Articles of the Company,
being elected to membership by the Board, and adopting a £10 share of the company’s limited liability to the
public. Members are entitled to attend and vote at annual general meetings, which take place during each
summer conference, and to vote in the election of Trustees. Friends of the Foundation do not have voting rights
(though they may be elected as Trustees and thereby become Members) nor do they incur any obligations, but
may attend the AGM as observers. Both Members and Friends receive the annual report and financial statement
and the agenda and minutes of the annual general meeting.

8.3 Both Members and Friends pay a lifetime subscription of £304 and are entitled to the same 10% discount on
conference fees (i.e. the registration fee) at the Summer Conference and Winter School for fifteen years (anyone
attending both events each year would recoup their subscription in seven years at current rates). Members and
Friends are entitled to receive advance notice of forthcoming conferences, at their email or postal address (email
being preferred) and advanced registration.

8.4 There are currently 20 Life Members and 19 Life Friends.

Small company provisions

This report has been prepared in accordance with the small companies regime under the Companies Act 2006.

Approved by the Board on 10 August 2025 and signed on its behalf by:

.........................................

Dr P M O'Boyle
Secretary
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The Wordsworth Conference Foundation

Trustees' Responsibilities in relation to the Financial Statements

The trustees (who are also directors of The Wordsworth Conference Foundation for the purposes of company
law) are responsible for preparing the Trustees' Annual Report and the financial statements in accordance with
applicable law and the Financial Reporting Standard 102 - 'The Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the
UK and Republic of Ireland'.

Company law requires the trustees to prepare financial statements for each financial year which give a true and
fair view of the state of affairs of the charitable company and of the incoming resources and application of
resources, including income and expenditure, of the charitable company for that period. In preparing these
financial statements, the trustees are required to:

- select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently;

- observe the methods and principles in the Charities SORP;

- make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent;

- state whether applicable UK accounting standards have been followed, subject to any material departures
disclosed and explained in the financial statements; and

- prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume that the
charitable company will continue in business.

The trustees are responsible for keeping proper accounting records that disclose with reasonable accuracy at
any time the financial position of the charitable company and enable them to ensure that the financial statements
comply with the Companies Act 2006. They are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the charitable
company and hence for taking reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities.
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Independent Examiner's Report to the Trustees of

The Wordsworth Conference Foundation

I report on the accounts of the company for the year ended 31 March 2025, which are set out on pages 8 to 22.

Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner

The trustees (who are also the directors of the company for the purposes of company law) are responsible for the
preparation of the accounts. The trustees consider that an audit is not required for this year under section 144(2)
of the Charities Act 2011 as amended by the Charities Act 2022 (the Act) and that an independent examination is
needed.

Having satisfied myself that the charity is not subject to audit under Part 16 of the Companies Act 2006 and is
eligible for independent examination, it is my responsibility to:

- examine the accounts under section 145 of the Act;

- follow the procedures laid down in the General Directions given by the Charity Commission under section
145 (5) (b) of the Act; and

- state whether particular matters have come to my attention.

Basis of independent examiner's report

My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions given by the Charity Commission. An 
examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a comparison of the accounts
presented with those records. It also includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts,
and seeking explanations from you as trustees concerning any such matters. The procedures undertaken do not
provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit and consequently no opinion is given as to whether
the accounts present a 'true and fair view' and the report is limited to those matters set out in the statement
below.

Independent examiner's statement

In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention:

(1) which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements:

- to keep accounting records in accordance with section 386 of the Companies Act 2006; and

- to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records, comply with the accounting
requirements of section 396 of the Companies Act 2006 and with the methods and principles of
the Statement of Recommended Practice: Accounting and Reporting by Charities

have not been met; or

(2) to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of the
accounts to be reached.

.........................................
Faye Armstrong FCA
Dodd & Co Limited
Chartered Accountants

Date:................................

FIFTEEN Rosehill
Montgomery Way
Rosehill Estate
CARLISLE
CA1 2RW
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The Wordsworth Conference Foundation

Statement of Financial Activities (including Income and Expenditure Account and Statement of
Total Recognised Gains and Losses) for the Year Ended 31 March 2025

Unrestricted
Funds

Restricted
Funds

Endowment
Funds

Total Funds
2025

Total Funds
2024

Note £ £ £ £ £

Income and endowments from:
Donations and legacies 2 - 1,009 - 1,009 961
Income from investments 3 832 - 3,890 4,722 4,524
Income from charitable activities 4 59,327 - - 59,327 61,407
Total income and endowments 60,159 1,009 3,890 65,058 66,892

Expenditure on:
Charitable activities 61,750 4,819 3,890 70,459 68,967
Total expenditure 61,750 4,819 3,890 70,459 68,967

Net expenditure before transfers (1,591) (3,810) - (5,401) (2,075)

Transfers
Transfers between funds 1,515 (1,678) 163 - -

Net expenditure before other
recognised gains and losses (76) (5,488) 163 (5,401) (2,075)

Other recognised gains/losses
(Losses)/gains on investment
assets (673) (2,155) (3,835) (6,663) 11,871

Net movements in funds (749) (7,643) (3,672) (12,064) 9,796

Reconciliation of funds
Total funds brought forward 40,788 61,196 82,154 184,138 174,342
Total funds carried forward 40,039 53,553 78,482 172,074 184,138

All of the Charity's activities derive from continuing operations during the above periods.

The notes on pages 10 to 22 form an integral part of these financial statements.
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The Wordsworth Conference Foundation

Company registration number: 06556368

Balance Sheet as at 31 March 2025

2025 2024

Note £ £ £ £

Fixed assets
Tangible assets 9 397 467
Investments 10 136,351 143,014

136,748 143,481

Current assets
Debtors 11 4,000 4,950
Cash at bank and in hand 32,926 37,877

36,926 42,827

Creditors: Amounts falling due within
one year 12 (1,600) (2,170)

Net current assets 35,326 40,657

Net assets 172,074 184,138

The funds of the charity:

Endowment funds 78,482 82,154

Restricted funds 53,553 61,196

Unrestricted funds
Unrestricted income funds 40,039 40,788

Total charity funds 172,074 184,138

For the financial year ended 31 March 2025, the charity was entitled to exemption from audit under section 477 of
the Companies Act 2006.

The members have not required the charity to obtain an audit of its accounts for the year in question in
accordance with section 476 of the Act.

The directors acknowledge their responsibilities for complying with the requirements of the Act with respect to
accounting records and the preparation of accounts.

These accounts have been prepared in accordance with the provisions applicable to companies subject to the
small companies regime.

Approved by the Board on 10 August 2025 and signed on its behalf by:

.........................................

Dr P M O'Boyle
Trustee

The notes on pages 10 to 22 form an integral part of these financial statements.
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The Wordsworth Conference Foundation

Notes to the Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 March 2025

1 Accounting policies

Summary of significant accounting policies and key accounting estimates

The principal accounting policies applied in the preparation of these financial statements are set out below.
These policies have been consistently applied to all the years presented, unless otherwise stated.

Statement of compliance

The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with Accounting and Reporting by Charities:
Statement of Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing their accounts in accordance with the
Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102) (effective 1 January
2019) - (Charities SORP (FRS 102)), the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of
Ireland (FRS 102) and the Companies Act 2006.

Basis of preparation

The charitable company meets the definition of a public benefit entity under FRS 102. Assets and liabilities
are initially recognised at historical cost or transaction value unless otherwise stated in the relevant
accounting policy notes.

Going concern

These financial statements have been prepared on a going concern basis.

The trustees assess whether the use of going concern is appropriate i.e. whether there are any material
uncertainties related to events or conditions that may cast significant doubt on the ability of the Charity to
continue as a going concern. The trustees make this assessment in respect of a period of one year from the
date of approval of the financial statements.

Fund accounting policy

Unrestricted income funds are general funds that are available for use at the trustees' discretion in
furtherance of the objectives of the charity.

Restricted income funds are those donated for use in a particular area or for specific purposes, the use of
which is restricted to that area or purpose.

Further details of each fund are disclosed in note 15.
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The Wordsworth Conference Foundation

Notes to the Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 March 2025

......... continued

Income and endowments

Donations are recognised when the Charity has been notified in writing of both the amount and settlement
date. In the event that a donation is subject to conditions that require a level of performance by the Charity
before the Charity is entitled to the funds, the income is deferred and not recognised until either those
conditions are fully met, or the fulfilment of those conditions is wholly within the control of the Charity and it
is probable that these conditions will be fulfilled in the reporting period.

Legacy gifts are recognised on a case by case basis following the grant of probate when the
administor/executor for the estate has communicated in writing both the amount and settlement date. In the
event that the gift is in the form of an asset other than cash or a financial asset traded on a recognised stock
exchange, recognition is subject to the value of the gift being reliably measured with a degree of reasonable
accuracy and the title to the asset having been transferred to the Charity.

Income from Government and other grants, whether ‘capital’ grants or ‘revenue’ grants, is recognised when
the charity has entitlement to the funds, any performance conditions attached to the grants have been met,
it is probable that the income will be received and the amount can be measured reliably and is not deferred.

Investment income is recognised on a receivable basis.

Income from charitable activities includes income recognised as earned (as the related goods or services
are provided) under contract.

Income from life membership subsciptions are credited to income on full receipt.

Expenditure

Liabilities are recognised as soon as there is a legal or constructive obligation committing the charity to the
expenditure. All expenditure is accounted for on an accruals basis and has been classified under headings
that aggregate all costs related to the category.

Charitable expenditure comprises those costs incurred by the charity in the delivery of its activities and
services for its beneficiaries. It includes both costs that can be allocated directly to such activities and those
costs of an indirect nature necessary to support them.

Support costs

Support costs include central functions and have been allocated to activity cost categories on a basis
consistent with the use of resources, for example, allocating property costs by floor areas, or per capita,
staff costs by the time spent and other costs by their usage.

Taxation

The Charity is considered to pass the tests set out in Paragraph 1 Schedule 6 of the Finance Act 2010 and
therefore it meets the definition of a charitable company for UK corporation tax purposes. Accordingly, the
Charity is potentially exempt from taxation in respect of income or capital gains received within categories
covered by Chapter 3 Part 11 of the Corporation Tax Act 2010 or Section 256 of the Taxation of Chargeable
Gains Act 1992, to the extent that such income or gains are applied exclusively to charitable purposes.

Fixed assets

Individual fixed assets costing £100 or more are initially recorded at cost.

Depreciation

Depreciation is provided on tangible fixed assets so as to write off the cost or valuation, less any estimated
residual value, over their expected useful economic life as follows:

Plant and machinery 15% reducing balance basis

Page 11

�����������������������������
��
����������	
�
���

���	��



The Wordsworth Conference Foundation

Notes to the Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 March 2025

......... continued

Investments

Fixed asset investments are included at market value at the balance sheet date.

Realised gains and losses on investments are calculated as the difference between sales proceeds and
their market value at the start of the year, or their subsequent cost, and are charged or credited to the
statement of the financial activities in the period of disposal.

Unrealised gains and losses represent the movement in market values during the year and are credited or
charged to the statement of financial activities based on the market value at the year end.

Trade Debtors

Trade debtors are amounts due from customers for merchandise sold or services performed in the ordinary
course of business. Trade debtors are recognised initially at the transaction price. They are subsequently
measured at amortised cost using the effective interest method, less provision for impairment. A provision
for the impairment of trade debtors is established when there is objective evidence that the Charity will not
be able to collect all amounts due according to the original terms of the receivables.

Cash and Cash Equivalents

Cash and cash equivalents comprise cash on hand and call deposits, and other short-term highly liquid
investments that are readily convertible to a known amount of cash and are subject to an insignificant risk of
change in value.

Liabilities

Trade creditors are obligations to pay for goods or services that have been acquired in the ordinary course
of business from suppliers. Accounts payable are classified as current liabilities if the Charity does not have
an unconditional right, at the end of the reporting period, to defer settlement of the creditor for at least
twelve months after the reporting date. If there is an unconditional right to defer settlement for at least
twelve months after the reporting date, they are presented as non-current liabilities.

Trade creditors are recognised initially at the transaction price and subsequently measured at amortised
cost using the effective interest method.
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The Wordsworth Conference Foundation

Notes to the Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 March 2025

......... continued

Financial instruments

Financial assets and financial liabilities are recognised when the charity becomes a party to the contractual
provisions of the instrument. Financial liabilities and equity instruments are classified according to the
substance of the contractual arrangements entered into. An equity instrument is any contract that evidences
a residual interest in the assets of the Charity after deducting all of its liabilities.

All financial assets and liabilities are initially measured at transaction price (including transaction costs),
except for those financial assets classified as at fair value through profit or loss, which are initially measured
at fair value (which is normally the transaction price excluding transaction costs), unless the arrangement
constitutes a financing transaction. If an arrangement constitutes a financing transaction, the financial asset
or financial liability is measured at the present value of the future payments discounted at a market rate of
interest for a similar debt instrument.

Financial assets and liabilities are only offset in the statement of financial position when, and only when
there exists a legally enforceable right to set off the recognised amounts and the Charity intends either to
settle on a net basis, or to realise the asset and settle the liability simultaneously.

Financial assets are derecognised when and only when a) the contractual rights to the cash flows from the
financial asset expire or are settled, b) the Charity transfers to another party substantially all of the risks and
rewards of ownership of the financial asset, or c) the Charity, despite having retained some, but not all,
significant risks and rewards of ownership, has transferred control of the asset to another party.

Financial liabilities are derecognised only when the obligation specified in the contract is discharged,
cancelled or expires.

Creditors and provisions

Creditors and provisions are recognised where the charity has a present obligation resulting from past
events that will probabaly result in the transfer of funds to a third party and the amount due to settle the
obligation can be measured or estimated reliably. Creditors and provisions are normally recognised at their
settlement amount after allowing for any trade discounts due.

Financial instruments

The foundation only has financial assets and liabilities of a kind that qualify as basic financial instruments.
Basic financial instruments are initially recognised at transaction value and subsequently measured at their
settlement value.

2 Donations and legacies

Unrestricted
Funds

£

Restricted
Funds

£

Endowment
Funds

£

Total Funds
2025

£

Total Funds
2024

£

Donations and legacies
Bursary donations - 1,009 - 1,009 961

All of the income from donations and legacies in 2024 related to restricted funds.
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The Wordsworth Conference Foundation

Notes to the Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 March 2025

......... continued

3 Income from investments

Unrestricted
Funds

£

Restricted
Funds

£

Endowment
Funds

£

Total Funds
2025

£

Total Funds
2024

£
Interest on cash deposits 832 - - 832 711
Income from other investments - - 3,890 3,890 3,813

832 - 3,890 4,722 4,524

Of the investment income in 2024, £711 related to unrestricted funds and £3,813 related to endowment
funds.

4 Income from charitable activities

Unrestricted
Funds

£

Restricted
Funds

£

Endowment
Funds

£

Total Funds
2025

£

Total Funds
2024

£
Summer Conference 54,703 - - 54,703 53,705
Winter Symposium 4,624 - - 4,624 7,702

59,327 - - 59,327 61,407

All of the income from charitable activities in 2024 related to unrestricted funds.
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The Wordsworth Conference Foundation

Notes to the Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 March 2025

......... continued

5 Expenditure

Conference
& events

Total
2025

Total
2024

£ £ £

Direct costs
Administrators Fee 4,000 4,000 4,500
Accommodation 60,475 60,475 59,080
Conference transport and excursions 1,422 1,422 995
Board meeting costs 800 800 450
Bank charges 209 209 211
Depreciation of plant and machinery 70 70 83

66,976 66,976 65,319

Support costs
Insurance 1,284 1,284 1,226
Computer software and maintenance costs 541 541 606
Printing, postage and stationery 56 56 216
Accountancy fees 752 752 750
Independent examiner's fee 850 850 850

3,483 3,483 3,648

70,459 70,459 68,967

Of the expenditure in 2024, £67,256 related to unrestricted funds and £1,711 related to restricted funds.

6 Governance costs

2025 2016

£ £
Cost of trustee meetings 800 450
Accountancy fees 752 750
Independent examiner's fee 850 850

2,402 2,050
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The Wordsworth Conference Foundation

Notes to the Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 March 2025

......... continued

7 Trustees' remuneration and expenses

No remuneration was paid to any trustee.

Professor N H Roe received a £1,490 discount for accommodation and registration fee as director of the
summer conference 2024.

Dr P Whickman received a £1,250 discount for accommodation and registration fee as walk leader of the
summer conference 2024.

Dr J R Phipps received a £1,415 discount for accommodation and registration fee in recognition of their role
as treasurer.

Dr P M O'Boyle's registration fees of £380 for the summer 2024 conference were waived in recognition of
their role as treasurer.

Dr F Mackenney's registration fees of £165 for the winter 2025 conference were waived in recognition of
their role as lecturer.

8 Net expenditure

Net expenditure is stated after charging:

2025 2024
£ £

Depreciation of tangible fixed assets 70 83
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The Wordsworth Conference Foundation

Notes to the Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 March 2025

......... continued

9 Tangible fixed assets

Plant and
machinery

including motor
vehicles

£

Cost
As at 1 April 2024 and 31 March 2025 3,568

Depreciation
As at 1 April 2024 3,101
Charge for the year 70
As at 31 March 2025 3,171

Net book value

As at 31 March 2025 397

As at 31 March 2024 467

10 Investments held as fixed assets

Listed
investments

£

Market value
As at 1 April 2024 143,014
Revaluation (6,663)
As at 31 March 2025 136,351

Net book value

As at 31 March 2025 136,351

As at 31 March 2024 143,014

All investment assets were held in the UK.

Listed investments

Investments having a net book value of £136,351 (2024 - £143,014) are listed on a recognised stock
exchange and had a market value of £136,351 at the end of the year (2024 - £143,014).
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The Wordsworth Conference Foundation

Notes to the Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 March 2025

......... continued

11 Debtors

2025
£

2024
£

Prepayments and accrued income 4,000 4,950

12 Creditors: Amounts falling due within one year

2025
£

2024
£

Accruals and deferred income 1,600 2,170

13 Members' liability

The charity is a private company limited by guarantee and consequently does not have share capital. Each
of the members is liable to contribute an amount not exceeding £10 towards the assets of the charity in the
event of liquidation.

14 Related parties

Controlling entity

The charity is controlled by the trustees who are all directors of the company.
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The Wordsworth Conference Foundation 

Statement of Financial Activities (including Income and Expenditure Account and Statement of 
Total Recognised Gains and Losses) for the Year Ended 31 March 2023

Unrestricted
Funds

Restricted
Funds

Endowment Total Funds Total Funds 
Funds 2023 2022

Note £ £ £ £ £

Income and endowments from:
Donations and legacies 2 - 672 - 672 -

Income from investments 3 219 - 3,813 4,032 3,843

Income from charitable activities 4 51,988 - - 51,988 300

Total income and endowments 52,207 672 3,813 56,692 4,143

Expenditure on:
Charitable activities 51,187 2,884 3,813 57,884 4,796

Total expenditure 51,187 2,884 3,813 57,884 4,796

Net expenditure before (losses)/gains 
on investment assets 
  

(1,020) (2,212) - (1,192) (653) 

Other recognised gains/losses

(Losses)/gains on investment assets (709) (2,272) (4,043) (7,024) 12,694 

Net expenditure before transfers (1,729) (4,484) (4,043) (8,216) 12,041 

Transfers

Transfers between funds
 

(1,633) 1,715 (82)
- -

Net movements in funds (1,322) (2,769) (4,125) (8,216) 12,041 

Reconciliation of funds
Total funds brought forward 43,853 59,177 79,528 182,558 170,517

Total funds carried forward 42,531 56,408 75,403 174,342 182,558

All of the Charity's activities derive from continuing operations during the above periods.

The notes on pages 10 to 22 form an integral part of these financial statements.
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