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It has been another extremely successful twelve months for the RIVA Project. 

Total income was  £187.9k, with increases in student fees, charity takings (shop 
activities) and most notably café income, which was over 20% higher than in  the 
previous year.

RIVA’s total expenditure during the financial year was £194.9k, reflecting an inevitable 
increase in café purchases required to support the higher level of activity, and 
particularly in employment costs. RIVA is proud to be a living wage employer as part of 
its not-for-profit , charitable purpose; we consider our staff and volunteers to be our 
major asset, and we believe that staff retention and development is vital. 

Unsurprisingly, energy costs increased by almost 40% over the year to £11.5k (£7.0k 
2022/3) and these costs will be a major focus for the coming year as we have secured 
grant funding to convert to renewable sources of electricity. 

All areas of expenditure are kept under close review and actions taken, as necessary.

Overall, therefore, RIVA incurred a small operating loss of £(6.9k) over the twelve 
months.

As of 31st March 2024 the Charity held net assets of £115.9k . Unrestricted funds totalled 
£94.7k  , and restricted funds-those held for a designated purpose-were £21.1k.

The RIVA Café continues to grow in popularity and  provides a warm, comfortable and 
relaxed social environment. It’s now an important part of the local Community, with a 
number of groups using the facility as a regular meeting place. Our fantastic kitchen staff
and volunteers deserve tremendous credit for the huge part they have played in this 
growth, and the maximum hygiene rating of 5 reflects the high standard of preparation.

Of course, the most important aspect of RIVA’s activities is in providing a safe and secure
environment for our clients to learn, grow and socialise. We have xxx clients and 
continue to reflect on whether we have the capacity to support more of these young 
people living with a range of disabilities. We have three excellent support staff, who, 
together with volunteers, provide a wide range of educational activities in a purpose-
designed activity centre. 

Our Trustee Board meets bi-monthly to consider a detailed Agenda covering every aspect
of RIVA’s activities , including Health and safety, safeguarding, finance and the regular 
review of our policy documents. We reaffirm our commitment to our charitable purposes 
at each meeting.

Discussions continue with Sheffield City Council over the Heads of Terms of a Lease for 
continued use of the facility, and it is hoped that a conclusion can be reached during the 
financial year.

Finally, and on behalf of the Trustees, I would like to express our gratitude and 
appreciation to our Management team, Denise and Mikala, for their efforts during the last
year, to my fellow Trustees for their support and  expertise, and to Thorntons 
Accountants Limited for the preparation of these annual accounts.

Colin R. Muncie

Chair of Trustees



              






























































































