
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



About Us  

Since ELCAP was incorporated in 2007, it has become a reliable source of local community 

information and services. It has had a steady growth in terms of outcomes and financial 

stability especially during austerity measures that has deeply affected many voluntary, 

community and faith sector (VCFS) organisations. ELCAP has successfully managed and 

delivered funded projects on behalf of BBC Children in Need, Lancashire County Council, 

European Social Fund, NHS Blood & Transplant and NHS East Lancashire CCG to name a few.  

ELCAP has now completed over 15 years of OFCOM community radio licences through the 

support of our presenters, volunteers, listeners and supporters. We have managed to set up 

a training studio for volunteers and young people to provide them with media, digital 

technology, online and photography courses. Young people from within the local 

community are provided facilitated 1-2-1 training from qualified trainers and they are able 

to gain skills associated with radio broadcasting & media communication that enables them 

to participate in their communities and in society whilst enhancing their personal skills.  

Over the last couple of years over 10 local schools have visited the ELCAP offices and the 

Pendle Community Radio studios. They have been provided on-air and off-air radio training 

from qualified trainers and presenters. This has benefitted over 150 young children.  

The services ELCAP provides are utilised annually by over 100+ VCFS organisations including 

Lancashire County Council, Local District Councils, Lancashire Constabulary, Lancashire Fire 

and Rescue Services, NHS & Clinical Commissioning Groups, Charities, Mosques, local 

schools, colleges & universities. As our slogan says...we are the ‘Voice of the Community’…  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Year in Review 2022 – 23 
 

Organ Donation Awareness Campaign continues on PCR 

The start of April 2022 saw the continuation of the organ donation project delivered by      
East Lancashire Community Action Project Ltd (ELCAP Ltd) with further grant funding 
secured from NHS Blood & Transplant. As with the previous organ donation project, a 
campaign was devised to highlight and raise awareness for more people from the South 
Asian community to come forward and sign upto the NHS organ donor register.  

Organ donation is when someone decides to give his or her own organ to save or transform 
the life of someone else. Some organs can be donated whilst alive, this type of donation is 
called living organ donation. However, the most common form of organ and tissue 
donations are made when someone has died and their organ or organs are donated.   

For this campaign there were again three core elements which were designed to maximise 
exposure and start a much needed conversation between families and communities about 
organ donation. The first was to organise five radio shows in which expert guests and organ 
donor recipients were invited to talk about organ donation, the process involved and the 
importance of openly talking about organ donation. The second element was to play an 
advertisement campaign on Pendle Community Radio (PCR) where recorded advertisements 
in both the English & Urdu languages were played a number of times per day for a period of 
three months. The final element of the campaign was to produce a video report to be 
played on a popular South Asian TV Channel called ‘DUNYA News’.  

Throughout the campaign various expert guests and advocates of organ donation were 
invited to speak on Pendle Community Radio. The main aim of the campaign was to get 
more people from the South Asian community living within East Lancashire to register their 
decision on the NHS organ donor register as research showed people from the South Asian 
community had to wait much longer to receive a suitable match and the rate of those 
coming forward and registering their decision on the NHS organ donor register remained 
low compared to other represented groups.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Host Shakil Salam (centre) with guests           

Dr Abdul Rahman (left) & Islamic Scholar 
Hafiza Zunaira Amber (right).  

Host Saima Ashraf (centre) with guests           
Amy Preston (left) & representatives from 

One Voice Blackburn (right).  



Community Cohesion Initiative organised during the month of Ramadan 

On Saturday 23rd April 2022 during the month of Ramadan, the Community Radio Network 
which consists of 17 community radio stations from across the United Kingdom (UK) 
organised a ‘Share an Iftar’ campaign where community radio stations and their prospective 
listeners were encouraged to open their fast with sharing food with their neighbours.   

Ramadan is a blessed month for millions of Muslims not just throughout the UK but across 
the entire world. During the thirty days of Ramadan which is the ninth month in the Islamic 
calendar, Muslims will refrain from eating and drinking between the hours of dawn and 
sunset which is known as fasting. To close the fast they have one meal just before dawn 
which is called ‘suhoor’ and to open the fast they have another meal directly after sunset 
which is called ‘iftar’. The act of fasting allows Muslims to devote themselves to their faith 
and it teaches them self-discipline as well as reminding them of the suffering of the poor 
and needy around the world. It is also a month where Muslims donate charity to the poor.  

The ‘Share an Iftar’ campaign was organised to create cohesion and interfaith harmony 
between communities up and down the country. Sharing food upon the opening of the fast 
with their neighbours irrespective of someone’s gender, race, religion or beliefs is a 
beautiful gesture which the religion of Islam teaches all Muslims to do. It is hoped this 
national campaign will continue to take place for many years to come.  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



From left to right: Presenter Shakil Salam, 
Masood Rahi, Ghulam Rasul Choudhry (late)        

& PCR presenter Muhammad Jaleel.   

 

Photo of Ghulam Rasul Choudhry.  

Photo of Ghulam Rasul Choudhry (late) 
inside the PCR Studios.  

Left: Photo of Ghulam Rasul Choudhry 
(late) inside a radio studio in Preston 
during the 1990’s. Here he can be seen 
presenting his own radio show during 
the Ramadan transmission.  

He will be forever remembered by the 
management, presenters, volunteers & 
listeners of Pendle Community Radio.  

In Memory of Popular Radio Presenter…Ghulam Rasul Choudhry 

East Lancashire Community Action Project Ltd (ELCAP Ltd) & Pendle Community Radio (PCR) 
were left heart broken at the devastating news of the passing of one of our most senior and 
well respected radio presenters, Ghulam Rasul Choudhry from Blackburn who after a short 
period of illness passed away on Saturday 23rd April 2022 at the age of 72.  

Ghulam Rasul Choudhry was part of the presenting team at Pendle Community Radio for 
more than 10 years and played an important role in supporting the radio station to develop 
and improve in many areas especially LIVE programming. He presented a weekly radio show 
called ‘Sach Tou Yeh Hai’ every Monday and Tuesday from 2pm till 6pm where he discussed 
much needed topics relating to key issues affecting the local communities.   

The passion for radio was evident from 
a young age when he would listen to 
various radio stations and aspire to 
one day present his very own radio 
show. Having started presenting his 
own radio show during the monthly 
Ramadan transmissions during the 
1990’s, he later joined the Pendle 
Community Radio presenting team as 
one of its most senior presenters.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Presenters of the ‘Education Matters’ radio show:                                                                 
Dr Sayjda Talib (left) and Eleanor Dove (right).  

Launch of the ‘Education Matters’ Radio Show 

Pendle Community Radio was pleased to announce the launch of a brand new radio show 
called ‘Education Matters’ during September 2022 with the first LIVE show presented on 
Tuesday 20th September 2022 from the Pendle Community Radio studios. Hosts of this 
education based radio show are the amazing duo of Dr Sayjda Talib and Eleanor Dove who 
have many years of experience within higher education as Dr Sayjda Talib is a senior 
teaching fellow who has been at Lancaster University since 2006 and Eleanor Dove is a 
widening participation officer and has been at the same university for the past six years. 

The radio show is presented fortnightly on Tuesdays from 3pm till 5pm LIVE on Pendle 
Community Radio and is aimed at inspiring students young and old from Pendle and beyond 
to further their education and academic journeys. Since the radio show first aired, listeners 
have been hearing directly from current students, academics, teachers, professionals in 
industry and those within higher education. It aims to be helpful, no matter what stage 
someone is at with their studies, job or career plans and will help students, families and the 
wider community in making more informed decisions about their educational options. 

Dr Sayjda Talib said: “The radio show aims to demystify the educational options for under-
represented groups in these marginalised regions of Lancashire. Unveiling the power of 
education through sharing inspiring stories from members of the local community who have 
achieved success in their field of study or chosen career path. We celebrate the success of 
individuals in our community and hope by sharing their stories we inspire others to aim high 
and pursue lifetime ambitions. Education Matters will try to bridge the gap between the 
local community and higher education, showcasing that education is a lifelong journey”.  

The educational based radio show has already covered a wide range of topics including 
UCAS applications, apprenticeships, pathways to medicine, Oxbridge applications, access 
programmes, accessing tuition fees and general study advice with various guests from the 
world of education and academia participating and providing their own valuable insights.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



12 months of organisations supported through Pendle Community Radio:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ELCAP & Pendle Community Radio: Guests 2022-23 

Many guests have walked through the Pendle Community Radio studio doors over the past 
year, whether it be from local charities & businesses, the voluntary & community faith 
sector, Lancashire Police, Lancashire Fire & Rescue Service or various health professionals 
from the National Health Service (NHS). Great to see so many people involved. 

Here we take a look at some of the guests who joined us on Pendle Community Radio: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Uzma Khan – Group Leader & Event     
Organiser at ‘FourSeasons Outdoor’.     

Ajaz Choudry – Project Manager                         
at ‘All 4 Hiking’.     

Helen Bingley – Chief Executive Officer             
of Abaseen Foundation UK.  

Firoza Mohmed – Chief Executive Officer          
of Humraaz Support Services.      

Dr John Howells – Consultant Radiologist 
& Clinical Director NHS TLHC.  

Zaffer Khan – Chief Executive Officer                 
of One Voice Blackburn.       
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