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Chairwoman’s Report 2021-2022 

At the AGM in August 2022 Frederick Reed resigned as Chair of Biddulph u3a and I was 

accepted as the new Chair. I would like to thank Fred for his assistance in making the change 

as smooth as possible. 

Diane Kemp moved from Assistant Secretary to Secretary after the resignation of Mavis 

Hancock who is now taking a well-earned rest from the secretarial role but has always been 

available for help and guidance when needed.  

I would like to thank all the leaders for their efforts in keeping the groups going through these 

difficult times and for their support during my first year in office. 

Membership is still around 480 as it was last year and it seems that despite the production 

and distribution of updated leaflets, bookmarks, and the introduction of the Facebook page 

the covid effect is still in evidence and we are struggling to get to the pre pandemic level of 

around 600. 

The Facebook page is open for anybody to make posts to, if leaders or individual members 

want to publicise their group with an article and/or photos they are welcome to do so and if 

you think you will struggle to upload onto Facebook then site admin, Steve Powney, will be 

happy to assist. 

Once again, we have seen that our groups are using their talent and skills to raise funds for 

worthwhile causes such as the Friday Card Making Group raising funds for Ward 202 and now 

for Lymphoma Action Charity, the Singing For Pleasure Group with concerts in aid of the 

British Heart Foundation and the Victoria Centre Defibrillator Appeal and the Acoustic Guitar 

Group fundraising for the Green Tea House and lending their support to the “Million Dollar 

Bash” in aid of the Trussell Trust. Well done to you all and everyone else doing their bit for 

others. 

Our reserves, which we normally try to keep to a minimum of 9 months fixed costs, are in a 

healthy position thanks to the bequest from Trisha and which should be used to benefit 

Biddulph u3a as a whole. We received a small grant of £300 from SMDC which we are using 
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help finance a test switch to LED lighting which if successful we can roll out throughout Lund 

House. 

Replacing committee members is still a problem with roles of Vice Chair and Social Secretary 

still vacant and both the Treasurer and Finance Officer already serving beyond their planned 

resignation dates with no candidates offering take up their positions to date. On the positive 

side the Assistant Secretary position has been filled Maureen Newby who will be assisting the 

Secretary but not becoming a trustee of the charity.  

We do need members to come forward to take up vacant committee roles and to take over 

from those who have completed their term, you can only say “I’ll stay on another year” for so 

long, but we also needs your help on an ongoing basis, you may not want to become a full-

time member of the committee but possess skills, or have ideas that would be helpful or just 

be prepared to attend local events as a representative of Biddulph u3a please make yourself 

known to the committee so that we can call on you when needed.   

The committee is a small group dedicated to keeping our u3a branch going but I fear that 

Biddulph u3a will not survive without additional support from the membership.  

My thanks and gratitude go to all the current committee members for their commitment and 

assistance and hope that, with the support of the leaders and members, we can see Biddulph 

u3a flourish over the coming year and for many more years to come.  

 

J Shingler 

Chairwoman 

 



Income & Expenditure 2021/2022
Income Expenditure

Account Transfers £200.00 £200.00

Affiliation Fees £2,348.00

Amazon £20.18

Bank interest rec'd £139.26

Capital Expenditure £350.00

Cleaning and Maintenance £704.28

Consumables £90.17

Donations £669.60

Electricity £1,055.23

Fund Raising £203.50

Gas £1,414.17

Gift Aid £1,532.65

Grants £1,950.00

Health and Safety £68.95

IT Expenses £29.76

Lund House £5,198.98

Magazine Subscriptions £139.90

Membership £6,646.50

Photocopying / Stationery £25.55 £605.67

Rent £16,110.96

Repairs and Renewals Subs £250.00 £690.50

Member Subscriptions £34,823.52

Sundries £100.00 £954.57

Telephone £271.06
Sub-totals £46,560.76 £30,232.20

Brought-forward £51,472.32

£67,800.88

Balance Sheet
Current A/C £25,161.89

Petty Cash £67.11

Reserve A/C £42,571.88

Total £67,800.88

Biddulph U3A

Statement of Accounts



Independent examiner'• report to the tm1te11 of Biddulph l/3.A 
Charity No. 1121494 

I report to the trustee. on my examination of the account, of the Biddulph U3A (the C'Juuity) for the 
financial year 3 lAugust 2022. 

Respon1lblllde1 and b11ll of report 

The trustees of the Charity are re1pon1ible for the preparation oftbe accounts in accordance with the 
requirements of the Charities Act 2011 ('tbe Act'). 

I report in respect ofmy examination of the Charity's accounts earned out under section 14.S of the 
2011 Act and in carrying out my examination I have followed all the applicable Directiom given by 
the Charity Commission under section 145(5)(b) of the Act. 

Independent eumlner'• statement 

1 have completed my examination. I confmn that no material matters have come to my attention in 
connection with the examination giving me cause to believe that in any material respect: 

• accounting records were not kept in respect oftbe Charity u required by section 130 of the 
Act; or 

• the accounts do not accord with those records; or 
• the accounts do not comply with the applicable requirements concerning the form and content 

of accounts set out in the Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 other than any 
requirement that the accounts give a 'true and fair view which is not a matter considered as 
part of an independent examination. 

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the examination to 
which attention should be drawn in this report to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be 
reached 

Janet Wakelin 
25 Endon Drive 
Brown Lees 
Stoke on Trent 
ST86NJ 

SIGNED and DATED 
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