
Trustees’ Annual Report for the period

From 1 Jan 2022   Period start date   To   31 Dec 2022    
Period end date

Charity name: Austrey Old School Hall Trust

Charity registration number: 1119410

Objectives and Activities

SORP reference

Summary of the purposes
of the charity as set out 
in its governing 
document

Para 1.17 The Objects are to provide a 
Village Hall for the use of the
inhabitants of the Parish of 
Austrey without distinction 
of sex, sexual orientation, 
age, disability, nationality, 
race or political, religious or 
other opinions, including the
use of the property for 
meetings, lectures and 
classes or other forms of 
education, recreation and 
leisure time occupation in 
the interests of social 
welfare and with the object 
of improving the conditions 
of life of the said 
inhabitants.

Summary of the main 
activities in relation to 
those purposes for the 
public benefit, in 
particular, the activities, 
projects or services 
identified in the 
accounts.

Para 1.17 and 
1.19

Maintenance of the building and 
provision of utilities so as to allow 
its use by the community.  In 
addition a number of structural 
alterations were made to improve 
the property. They were:  
Installation of a fire detection and 
alarm system incorporating an 
automated fire/smoke shutter in 
the kitchen. Conversion of a 
derelict and overgrown 
playground into a courtyard 
entertainment space and a 
community garden. The removal of
asbestos roofing and the purchase
of a cooker for the kitchen.

Statement confirming 
whether the trustees 
have had regard to the 
guidance issued by the 

Para 1.18 During the year in question the 
trustees have had regard to the 
guidance issued by the Charity 
Commission on public benefit .



Charity Commission on 
public benefit

Additional information (optional)
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about:

SORP reference

Policy on grant making
Para 1.38 We do not make grants of any kind

Policy on social 
investment including 
program related 
investment

Para 1.38

We have no investments

Contribution made by 
volunteers

Para 1.38

All of the trusts trustees and 
committee members are 
volunteers. 

We have also been fortunate 
enough to recruit new committee 
members who have relevant 
professional and business 
experience and are benefiting 
from their commercial experience.

Other

Achievements and Performance

SORP reference

Summary of the main 
achievements of the 
charity, identifying the 
difference the charity’s 
work has made to the 
circumstances of its 
beneficiaries and any 
wider benefits to society 
as a whole.

Para 1.20

The trust has maintained and 
improved the village hall, a 
number of additional facilities 
have been provided, which has 
made the Hall more accessible to 
the general community and have 
allowed users a wider choice in the
way they engage with the hall and 
with other members of the village 
community.  In particular during 
2022 we effectively doubled the 
area available to the community 
by creating an outdoor 
entertainment space that is 
attractive and has considerable 
utility during the summer months. 
This has been a very popular move
and has seen a corresponding 
increase in hall usage by village 
residents.  Linked to this initiative 



we have reinforced our targeting 
of younger residents aiming to 
provide the sort of venue they and
their children would value whilst 
still maintaining the level of 
service to our established user 
groups.

Additional information (optional)
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about:

Achievements against 
objectives set

Para 1.41

We aimed to introduce the new 
facilities within a year and have in 
fact done so within 4 months

Performance of 
fundraising activities 
against objectives set

Para 1.41

A more proactive marketing 
strategy utilising the skills and 
experience of new committee 
members has seen us take a more 
commercial approach introducing 
a number of new fund raising 
activities alongside our 
traditional, entertainment based, 
model. This has led to an increase 
in self generated funds  and a 
more secure financial base.  

Investment performance 
against objectives

Para 1.41

N/A

Other



Financial Review

Review of the charity’s 
financial position at the 
end of the period

Para 1.21 The Charity has significantly 
greater financial assets than in the
pre-COVID period. In part this is 
due to Government grants during 
2020 that “primed the pump” 
giving a level of financial security 
which allowed us to contemplate 
an expansion strategy not 
previously possible.  The 
availability of in-house cost-share 
funding allowed us to approach 
Grant-giving organisation with a 
greater degree of confidence and 
credibility.  The resulting 
expansion of our facilities makes 
our assets more attractive to 
potential hall users and has 
enhanced the stability of our 
financial position. We are now able
to set aside a cash reserve 
appropriate to the age of the 
building and the challenges that 
poses.

Statement explaining the
policy for holding 
reserves stating why they
are held

Para 1.22 Our building is 170 years old and 
much of the structure is original. A
recent woodworm infestation drew
our attention to this issue and has 
lead to our earmarking a £15,000 
contingency against unforeseen 
structural problems

Amount of reserves held Para 1.22 £15000
Reasons for holding zero 
reserves

Para 1.22 N/A

Details of fund materially
in deficit

Para 1.24 N/A

Explanation of any 
uncertainties about the 
charity continuing as a 
going concern

Para 1.23 The charity is now more highly 
regarded within the community. 
Our targeting of younger family 
users has served to future-proof 
our user community and should 
ensure that we remain relevant 
and attractive across the entire 
community demographic.

Additional information (optional)
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about:

The charity’s principal 
sources of funds 
(including any 
fundraising) 

Para 1.47

Our operating costs are 
underwritten by rents from hall 
users.  
Any capital projects only proceed 
when underwritten by grant 
funding and /or affordable (minor) 
levels of self funding

Investment policy and 
objectives including any Para 1.46

N/A



social investment policy 
adopted

A description of the 
principal risks facing the 
charity 

Para 1.46

Our building is 170 years old. 
Structural, infestation and damp 
problems are our greatest risk. 
Building standards employed by 
the original owners (Church of 
England) mean that any major 
structural problem would require 
us to replace items to a modern 
standard rather than simply 
repairing existing structures. 

Other
Para 19.1 For a short period in FY 2022 the 

trust held £1197.58 as an agent 
for the Austrey Lunch Club and 
Coffee Morning whilst they 
arranged a banking facility of their
own. None of the moneys lodged 
with us were spent and that sum 
has now been transferred back to 
the Lunch Club’s new account.



Structure, Governance and Management

Description of charity’s 
trusts:
Type of governing 
document 
(trust deed, royal 
charter)

Para 1.25 Trust Deed 

How is the charity 
constituted? 
(e.g unincorporated 
association, CIO)

Para 1.25 unincorporated

Trustee selection 
methods including details
of any constitutional 
provisions e.g. election to
post or name of any 
person or body entitled 
to appoint one or more 
trustees

Para 1.25 Trustees are appointed by the 
management committee and are 
volunteers.

No external body is able to 
appoint trustees.

Additional information (optional)
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about:

Policies and procedures 
adopted for the induction
and training of trustees

Para 1.51

The charity’s 
organisational structure 
and any wider network 
with which the charity 
works

Para 1.51

Relationship with any 
related parties

Para 1.51

Other

Reference and Administrative details

Charity name Austrey Old School Hall Trust
Other name the charity 
uses

Austrey Village Hall

Registered charity 
number

1119410



Charity’s principal 
address

135 Main Rd, Austrey, Atherstone, North Warks, CV9 
3EB.

Correspondence address
15 Bishops cleeve , Austrey, Atherstone , North Warks
CV9 3EU 



Names of the charity trustees who manage the charity

Trustee name Office (if any)
Dates acted if not for 
whole year

Name of person (or body) 
entitled to appoint trustee 
(if any)

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

Corporate trustees – names of the directors at the date the report was approved
Director name

Name of trustees holding title to property belonging to the charity

Trustee name Dates acted if not for whole
year





Funds held as custodian trustees on behalf of others
Description of the assets 
held in this capacity

Name and objects of the 
charity on whose behalf 
the assets are held and 
how this falls within the 
custodian charity’s 
objects

Details of arrangements 
for safe custody and 
segregation of such 
assets from the charity’s 
own assets

Additional information (optional)

          Names and addresses of advisers (Optional information)

Type of 
adviser

Name Address

Name of chief executive or names of senior staff members (Optional 
information)

Exemptions from disclosure

Reason for non-disclosure of key personnel details

Other optional information



Declarations

               The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees’ report above. 

              Signed on behalf of the charity’s trustees

Signature(s)

Full name(s)

    Position (eg
Secretary, Chair, etc)

Date 






















