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AUSTREY OLD SCHOOL HALL TRUST
England & Wales · Charity number 1119410

Details

Other names AUSTREY VILLAGE HALL

Status Registered

Legal form Other

Registered 2007-05-30

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address 15 Bishops Cleeve
Austrey
Atherstone
Warwickshire
CV9 3EU

Phone 01827830716

Email ChristopherWynne@btinternet.com

Website villagehallaustrey.wixsite.com/avhwebsite

Activities

Objects: ARE TO PROVIDE A VILLAGE HALL FOR THE USE OF THE INHABITANTS OF THE PARISH OF
AUSTREY WITHOUT DISTINCTION OF SEX, SEXUAL ORIENTATION, AGE, DISABILITY, NATIONALITY,
RACE OR POLITICAL, RELIGIOUS OR OTHER OPINIONS, INCLUDING THE USE OF THE PROPERTY
FOR MEETINGS, LECTURES AND CLASSES OR OTHER FORMS OF EDUCATION, RECREATION AND
LEISURE TIME OCCUPATION IN THE INTERESTS OF SOCIAL WELFARE AND WITH THE OBJECT OF
IMPROVING THE CONDITIONS OF LIFE OF THE SAID INHABITANTS.

Activities: Management, upkeep and improvement of the Austrey Village Hall for the benefit of the
community.

Classification

• How: Provides Buildings/facilities/open Space

• What: Education/training, Arts/culture/heritage/science, Amateur Sport

• Who: Children/young People, Elderly/old People, Other Charities Or Voluntary Bodies, The General
Public/mankind
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https://register-of-charities.charitycommission.gov.uk/en/charity-search/?p_p_id=uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=maximized&p_p_mode=view&_uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet_regId=1119410
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Geography

• Area of benefit: (LOCAL) AUSTREY PARISH NORTH WARWICKSHIRE

• Warwickshire

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2025-12-31 £19,909 £17,716 - -

2024-12-31 £10,785 £13,949 - -

2023-12-31 £8,606 £10,527 - -

2022-12-31 £28,834 £29,321 - -

2021-12-31 £33,856 £35,853 - -

Trustees

Name Role Appointed

CHRISTINE MOSS

Christopher Anthony Wynne 2017-02-17

Fiona Willcox 2016-02-18

Lynn Mary Wynne 2017-02-20

PAMELA JEAN ORTON 2017-02-20

https://opencharities.uk/ew/1119410
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Trustees’ Annual Report for the period

From 1 Jan 2022   Period start date   To   31 Dec 2022    
Period end date

Charity name: Austrey Old School Hall Trust

Charity registration number: 1119410

Objectives and Activities

SORP reference

Summary of the purposes
of the charity as set out 
in its governing 
document

Para 1.17 The Objects are to provide a 
Village Hall for the use of the
inhabitants of the Parish of 
Austrey without distinction 
of sex, sexual orientation, 
age, disability, nationality, 
race or political, religious or 
other opinions, including the
use of the property for 
meetings, lectures and 
classes or other forms of 
education, recreation and 
leisure time occupation in 
the interests of social 
welfare and with the object 
of improving the conditions 
of life of the said 
inhabitants.

Summary of the main 
activities in relation to 
those purposes for the 
public benefit, in 
particular, the activities, 
projects or services 
identified in the 
accounts.

Para 1.17 and 
1.19

Maintenance of the building and 
provision of utilities so as to allow 
its use by the community.  In 
addition a number of structural 
alterations were made to improve 
the property. They were:  
Installation of a fire detection and 
alarm system incorporating an 
automated fire/smoke shutter in 
the kitchen. Conversion of a 
derelict and overgrown 
playground into a courtyard 
entertainment space and a 
community garden. The removal of
asbestos roofing and the purchase
of a cooker for the kitchen.

Statement confirming 
whether the trustees 
have had regard to the 
guidance issued by the 

Para 1.18 During the year in question the 
trustees have had regard to the 
guidance issued by the Charity 
Commission on public benefit .



Charity Commission on 
public benefit

Additional information (optional)
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about:

SORP reference

Policy on grant making
Para 1.38 We do not make grants of any kind

Policy on social 
investment including 
program related 
investment

Para 1.38

We have no investments

Contribution made by 
volunteers

Para 1.38

All of the trusts trustees and 
committee members are 
volunteers. 

We have also been fortunate 
enough to recruit new committee 
members who have relevant 
professional and business 
experience and are benefiting 
from their commercial experience.

Other

Achievements and Performance

SORP reference

Summary of the main 
achievements of the 
charity, identifying the 
difference the charity’s 
work has made to the 
circumstances of its 
beneficiaries and any 
wider benefits to society 
as a whole.

Para 1.20

The trust has maintained and 
improved the village hall, a 
number of additional facilities 
have been provided, which has 
made the Hall more accessible to 
the general community and have 
allowed users a wider choice in the
way they engage with the hall and 
with other members of the village 
community.  In particular during 
2022 we effectively doubled the 
area available to the community 
by creating an outdoor 
entertainment space that is 
attractive and has considerable 
utility during the summer months. 
This has been a very popular move
and has seen a corresponding 
increase in hall usage by village 
residents.  Linked to this initiative 



we have reinforced our targeting 
of younger residents aiming to 
provide the sort of venue they and
their children would value whilst 
still maintaining the level of 
service to our established user 
groups.

Additional information (optional)
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about:

Achievements against 
objectives set

Para 1.41

We aimed to introduce the new 
facilities within a year and have in 
fact done so within 4 months

Performance of 
fundraising activities 
against objectives set

Para 1.41

A more proactive marketing 
strategy utilising the skills and 
experience of new committee 
members has seen us take a more 
commercial approach introducing 
a number of new fund raising 
activities alongside our 
traditional, entertainment based, 
model. This has led to an increase 
in self generated funds  and a 
more secure financial base.  

Investment performance 
against objectives

Para 1.41

N/A

Other



Financial Review

Review of the charity’s 
financial position at the 
end of the period

Para 1.21 The Charity has significantly 
greater financial assets than in the
pre-COVID period. In part this is 
due to Government grants during 
2020 that “primed the pump” 
giving a level of financial security 
which allowed us to contemplate 
an expansion strategy not 
previously possible.  The 
availability of in-house cost-share 
funding allowed us to approach 
Grant-giving organisation with a 
greater degree of confidence and 
credibility.  The resulting 
expansion of our facilities makes 
our assets more attractive to 
potential hall users and has 
enhanced the stability of our 
financial position. We are now able
to set aside a cash reserve 
appropriate to the age of the 
building and the challenges that 
poses.

Statement explaining the
policy for holding 
reserves stating why they
are held

Para 1.22 Our building is 170 years old and 
much of the structure is original. A
recent woodworm infestation drew
our attention to this issue and has 
lead to our earmarking a £15,000 
contingency against unforeseen 
structural problems

Amount of reserves held Para 1.22 £15000
Reasons for holding zero 
reserves

Para 1.22 N/A

Details of fund materially
in deficit

Para 1.24 N/A

Explanation of any 
uncertainties about the 
charity continuing as a 
going concern

Para 1.23 The charity is now more highly 
regarded within the community. 
Our targeting of younger family 
users has served to future-proof 
our user community and should 
ensure that we remain relevant 
and attractive across the entire 
community demographic.

Additional information (optional)
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about:

The charity’s principal 
sources of funds 
(including any 
fundraising) 

Para 1.47

Our operating costs are 
underwritten by rents from hall 
users.  
Any capital projects only proceed 
when underwritten by grant 
funding and /or affordable (minor) 
levels of self funding

Investment policy and 
objectives including any Para 1.46

N/A



social investment policy 
adopted

A description of the 
principal risks facing the 
charity 

Para 1.46

Our building is 170 years old. 
Structural, infestation and damp 
problems are our greatest risk. 
Building standards employed by 
the original owners (Church of 
England) mean that any major 
structural problem would require 
us to replace items to a modern 
standard rather than simply 
repairing existing structures. 

Other
Para 19.1 For a short period in FY 2022 the 

trust held £1197.58 as an agent 
for the Austrey Lunch Club and 
Coffee Morning whilst they 
arranged a banking facility of their
own. None of the moneys lodged 
with us were spent and that sum 
has now been transferred back to 
the Lunch Club’s new account.



Structure, Governance and Management

Description of charity’s 
trusts:
Type of governing 
document 
(trust deed, royal 
charter)

Para 1.25 Trust Deed 

How is the charity 
constituted? 
(e.g unincorporated 
association, CIO)

Para 1.25 unincorporated

Trustee selection 
methods including details
of any constitutional 
provisions e.g. election to
post or name of any 
person or body entitled 
to appoint one or more 
trustees

Para 1.25 Trustees are appointed by the 
management committee and are 
volunteers.

No external body is able to 
appoint trustees.

Additional information (optional)
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about:

Policies and procedures 
adopted for the induction
and training of trustees

Para 1.51

The charity’s 
organisational structure 
and any wider network 
with which the charity 
works

Para 1.51

Relationship with any 
related parties

Para 1.51

Other

Reference and Administrative details

Charity name Austrey Old School Hall Trust
Other name the charity 
uses

Austrey Village Hall

Registered charity 
number

1119410



Charity’s principal 
address

135 Main Rd, Austrey, Atherstone, North Warks, CV9 
3EB.

Correspondence address
15 Bishops cleeve , Austrey, Atherstone , North Warks
CV9 3EU 



Names of the charity trustees who manage the charity

Trustee name Office (if any)
Dates acted if not for 
whole year

Name of person (or body) 
entitled to appoint trustee 
(if any)

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

Corporate trustees – names of the directors at the date the report was approved
Director name

Name of trustees holding title to property belonging to the charity

Trustee name Dates acted if not for whole
year





Funds held as custodian trustees on behalf of others
Description of the assets 
held in this capacity

Name and objects of the 
charity on whose behalf 
the assets are held and 
how this falls within the 
custodian charity’s 
objects

Details of arrangements 
for safe custody and 
segregation of such 
assets from the charity’s 
own assets

Additional information (optional)

          Names and addresses of advisers (Optional information)

Type of 
adviser

Name Address

Name of chief executive or names of senior staff members (Optional 
information)

Exemptions from disclosure

Reason for non-disclosure of key personnel details

Other optional information



Declarations

               The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees’ report above. 

              Signed on behalf of the charity’s trustees

Signature(s)

Full name(s)

    Position (eg
Secretary, Chair, etc)

Date 
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Austrey Old School Hall Trust Trustees Report for 2021

2021 saw the Hall closed on a number of occasions due to 
COVID limitations and, when open, user clubs and groups 
reported much reduced numbers due to customer hesitancy 
over meeting in enclosed spaces.

The Trust, having registered for small business support, 
continued to receive automatic payments during the year as a 
result of which our level of funding remained high.  It was 
decided that the Trust should make use of this unexpected 
income and should do all in its power to address deficiencies in
equipment and facilities so as to provide greater benefit to the 
community. We also approached donor organisations in order 
to obtain match-funding for these projects.

During 2021 we constructed the disabled access route that 
had been funded in 2020 at a cost of £9,700. We also sought 
funding to convert a store room into a disabled toilet at a cost 
of £ 6,566. And finally we sub-divided the smaller meeting 
room to create a purpose built kitchen at a cost of £13,144. We
also conducted a fire safety assessment and provided 
volunteers with food hygiene training. As a result of the fire 
safety assessment it was identified that we would need to 
install a fire alarm system and an automated fire screen 
system to isolate the kitchen before we could install a cooker. 
We approached Mercia Community Fund for a grant of £5,000 
which we received, although the work was not completed in 
this reporting period and will feature in a subsequent report.

In order to ensure that our plans for redevelopment of the Hall
met the needs of the community we conducted an on-line 
survey that achieved a 10%+ response rate and fully endorsed 
the work we had undertaken – see the attached response to 
the relevant question regarding customer satisfaction.

As COVID restrictions reduced we were able to re-start our 
entertainment programme in July 2021. Because of the 



changes to village demographics occasioned by the building of 
100+ houses in the 2019 -2021 period we adopted a policy of 
targeting these younger families in an attempt to speed 
integration and bolster social cohesion.  This has been a great 
success with most events over subscribed.  We are now getting
requests to use the hall from a much wider section of the 
community, private hiring rates are improved and we are 
seeing levels of involvement by the incomer community not 
previously observed.

The trustees are confident that their activity over the past year
has fully met their objective of maintaining the Austrey Old 
School Hall for the benefit of the whole community.

Attachments:

Question from 2022 Survey regarding
impact of facility improvements

Q6 

If you have used the hall are you happy with the improvements made as a
result of the last on-line survey? They are: Improved access, New 
kitchen, Cooker ,Silent and more efficient heating, Disabled toilet, 
Dishwasher, Digital Projector Fire alarm system

Answer Choices Respons
es 

Yes 100.00
%

8
0

No 0.00% 0

Please Comment: 27 

27 
Excellent! ....... A vast improvement ....... and you 
didn't even mention the parking spaces across the 
road. 

18/02/2022 
09:08 AM 
ID: 
185265869 

26 Great new kitchen facilities. 10/02/2022 

https://app.smartsurvey.co.uk/survey/results/responses/id/1050115?u=185265869


22:58 PM 
ID: 
184730462 

25 
Very impressed with improvements and hard work that
goes in to running of out village hall. 

10/02/2022 
12:31 PM 
ID: 
184679703 

24 
Very impressed with improvements and hard work that
goes in to running of out village hall. 

10/02/2022 
12:31 PM 
ID: 
184679701 

23 
Had a recent 40th birthday there and was very 
impressed with the improvements made                

08/02/2022 
12:45 PM 
ID: 
184475856 

22 
Improvements have been carried out to a high 
standard and improved the facility, great progress on 
updating the facility 

08/02/2022 
12:45 PM 
ID: 
184475837 

21 
Excellent community space, the improvements to 
access and catering facilities are extremely good . 

07/02/2022 
19:14 PM 
ID: 
184419829 

20 
All above have greatly advanced my experience asa 
user of the hall 

07/02/2022 
14:10 PM 
ID: 
184386034 

19 Very pleased with the improvements. Thank you 

04/02/2022 
16:30 PM 
ID: 
184261257 

18 
A considerable improvement from before the 
improvements were made 

03/02/2022 
19:28 PM 
ID: 
184201806 

17 

Excellent job achieved by those involved in obtaining 
grants and putting to good use to improve our village 
hall so that it is now a very viable venue for all future 
use. 

03/02/2022 
16:40 PM 
ID: 
184189432 

16 A fantastic improvement to all the facilities. Well done 

02/02/2022 
17:51 PM 
ID: 
184107737 

15 Facilities are all brilliant 

02/02/2022 
14:29 PM 
ID: 
184085210 

14 Disabled Access to the Hall is a great improvement. 02/02/2022 

https://app.smartsurvey.co.uk/survey/results/responses/id/1050115?u=184085210
https://app.smartsurvey.co.uk/survey/results/responses/id/1050115?u=184107737
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https://app.smartsurvey.co.uk/survey/results/responses/id/1050115?u=184261257
https://app.smartsurvey.co.uk/survey/results/responses/id/1050115?u=184386034
https://app.smartsurvey.co.uk/survey/results/responses/id/1050115?u=184419829
https://app.smartsurvey.co.uk/survey/results/responses/id/1050115?u=184475837
https://app.smartsurvey.co.uk/survey/results/responses/id/1050115?u=184475856
https://app.smartsurvey.co.uk/survey/results/responses/id/1050115?u=184679701
https://app.smartsurvey.co.uk/survey/results/responses/id/1050115?u=184679703
https://app.smartsurvey.co.uk/survey/results/responses/id/1050115?u=184730462


The Disabled Toilet again is very beneficial also both 
the path and the toilet are complying too standards. 
The kitchen refurb I should think is a delight to all 
ladies who use the facility. The modernised kitchen 
layout the new cooker and the new dish washer which 
is an industrial standard for quicker wash times. When
a function is on at the hall is a great asset. The Digital 
Projector will allow for entertainment. A new Fire 
Alarm is always a must. 

13:16 PM 
ID: 
184077203 

13 

Disabled Access to the Hall is a great improvement. 
The Disabled Toilet again is very beneficial also both 
the path and the toilet are complying too standards. 
The kitchen refurb I should think is a delight to all 
ladies who use the facility. The modernised kitchen 
layout the new cooker and the new dish washer which 
is an industrial standard for quicker wash times. When
a function is on at the hall is a great asset. The Digital 
Projector will allow for entertainment. A new Fire 
Alarm is always a must. 

02/02/2022 
13:16 PM 
ID: 
184077180 

12 
A vast improvement to what we had 2 years ago. The 
hall is now a warm and welcoming venue. 

01/02/2022 
21:23 PM 
ID: 
184028784 

11 
I think the improvements make the village hall do 
much more useable. The heating system particularly is
a massive improvement as is the lovely kitchen. 

01/02/2022 
21:10 PM 
ID: 
184027881 

10 The kitchen is a great improvement! 

01/02/2022 
20:28 PM 
ID: 
184024791 

9 
Disabled facilities, new heating and kitchen were 
much needed and very welcome 

01/02/2022 
19:57 PM 
ID: 
184022316 

8 My daughter is disabled so disabled toilet welcomed. 

01/02/2022 
19:29 PM 
ID: 
184019773 

7 

The improvements have made an incredible difference 
to our regular coffee social morning love bew kitchen 
disabled toilet easy access to the building for people 
with mobility issues we have had an increase in users 
since the improvement an the building is warm as the 
heating system issues much better lovely building now

01/02/2022 
19:22 PM 
ID: 
184019216 

6 Whilst I am not aware of the pre improvement to the 
hall, I think having used it for a few events it is a 
fabulous little space but could do with a music system 

01/02/2022 
18:52 PM 
ID: 
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for gatherings to be available to use if possible now 
there are more children in the village and it could earn
extra revenue for you with kids parties too in the 
weekend that the hall isn't holding events. 

184016245 

5 
The village hall is now an attractive and very usable 
space, which is well resourced for indoor events. 

01/02/2022 
18:44 PM 
ID: 
184015561 

4 Much better all round 

01/02/2022 
18:42 PM 
ID: 
184015329 

3 
Excellent new facilities making the hall a pleasure to 
use. Well done! 

01/02/2022 
18:08 PM 
ID: 
184012078 

2 It’s a lovely facility 

01/02/2022 
18:08 PM 
ID: 
184012055 

1 
Looks fantastic- improvements are a real benefit to the
hall and its users. 

01/02/2022 
17:36 PM 
ID: 
184008379 

Pictures of improved facilities

    Original access

 New ramp

https://app.smartsurvey.co.uk/survey/results/responses/id/1050115?u=184008379
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Storeroom converted to Disabled Toilet 

  

New Kitchen
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