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ANNUAL REPORT (CONTINUED) 
YEAR ENDED 25 MARCH 2024 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Structure, governance and management 
The charity was constituted by a Deed of Trust dated 26th July 2006.  The trustees, all family members, manage the 
Trust. 
 
The trustees confirm that they have referred to the guidance issued by the Charity Commission relating to Public 
Benefit.   
 
They ensure that all children who use the facilities of The Sebastian Hunter Memorial Trust, regardless of age, 
gender, ethnicity, religion or family background have equal access. The libraries, science laboratory and computer 
facilities are free for all pupils to use. 
 
Objectives and activities 
The trustees shall hold the income and capital of the Trust upon trust to apply them for such charitable purposes and 
such registered charities as the trustees in their absolute discretion think fit from time to time. 
 
The Sebastian Hunter Memorial Trust was set up as an informal charity in 2002 following the tragic death of Sebastian 
in June 2001.  It is run by Seb’s family and the initial project was to build a primary school in a poor, remote village 
called Senji Mottur in Tamil Nadu, South India. Other projects followed and their progress is described below. 
 
India was chosen as it was a place Sebastian visited and loved, and as a family the trustees have friends locally who 
are able to project manage and advise them on where money is most needed. 
 
A note from Trustees of the Sebastian Hunter Memorial Trust UK 
As we enter the 23rd year since Seb’s death and our first small school being built in Senji Mottur, we are 
continually delighted to see the progress made by the team in India, and the many lives transformed. Having 
visited the projects towards the end of 2023, we were particularly struck by the teachers, without whom we 
would be unable to function. We were also delighted to meet with a group of higher education students who 
expressed their immense gratitude to be given the opportunity to take their studies further thanks to Seb’s. 
These students are driven to better themselves and provide and provide a more prosperous future for their 
families. Many of them are first-generation learners who would otherwise have little or no education or job 
prospects. 
 
We are so grateful to all of those who have generously donated their time and enthusiasm to help our 
fundraising efforts this year, without your support we would not be able to function. Teamwork really does make 
the dream work. 
 
Anna, Laura, James and Adam 
 
From the Director’s Desk 
Seb’s Projects India has moved from strength to strength since its inception in 2008. The key to our success has 
been TRUST – the strong glue that has held us together… be it the communities we serve, the government 
offices we partner with, the corporate and individual funders who share our vision and passion to make a 
difference. 
 
The highlight this year being the opportunity to present our schools to Mr. J Kumaragurubaran, the State 
Secretary of Tamilnadu School Education for reinstating the NRSTC (Non-Residential Special Training Centre) 
program in all of our schools as it was stopped since Covid in 2019. Following the visit of a team from the State 
Department who made an enquiry and Study of Seb’s Projects model of running schools for children in remote 
communities who do not have access, we were sanctioned the status of NRSTC for all of our 10 schools from 
June 2024 and the additional responsibility to start a new school in a very remote area in the Jawadhi. We are 
overwhelmed by the trust they have placed on Seb’s Projects model and endorsing the commitment of our team 
to provide quality education. 
 
To our corporate partners the Corporater and Bharat FIH who have endorsed their trust in our work and 
partnered us in our Education, Health and Livelihood endeavors has resulted in the increased Reach and 
Impact. We very much value your partnership and hope it was mutually beneficial and we have contributed to 
achieving your CSR goals as well. As I have always said you have been the wind beneath our wings to do more 
and to DREAM BIG!
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___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
I hope the following pages of the report will help you unravel our efforts to make classroom learning more 
meaningful and engaging to improve learning outcomes. We are also emphasizing community connections and 
parent involvement to ensure the ownership and sustainability of all our programs. 
Thank you for the trust you have placed in us and for all your support. 
 
Emma Koshi 
Director 
 
The full report can be found on the charity’s website http://www.sebsschool.org. 

 
 
Financial review 
Cash funds of £97,850 (2023 - £80,826) remain after supporting the above projects in the year to 25th March 
2024.   
 
Reserves 
The trust has reserve accounts in the bank to allow for unforeseen expenses. Having recently visited the 
projects, we wanted to ensure that we had enough funds to cover any new projects we were asked to undertake 
and any increases. We have been asked by all the teachers we support for an increase in wages and have now 
agreed to this so will be using the reserve funds to help over these increased costs. 
 
Reserves are not required to administer the charity. 
 
Charity law requires the trustees to prepare financial statements for each financial year which show 
a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the charity and its financial activities for that period. In 
preparing those financial statements, the trustees are required to: 
 

• select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently; 

• make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent; and 

• prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume that the 
charity will continue in operational existence. 

 
The trustees are responsible for keeping proper accounting records which disclose with reasonable accuracy at 
any time the financial position of the charity and to enable them to ensure that the financial statements comply 
with the Charities Act 2011. They are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the charity and hence 
for taking reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities. 
 
Independent examiners 

The trustees recommend that Randall & Payne LLP remain in office until further notice. 
 
 Signed on behalf of the trustees: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Laura Walford     Anna Hunter 
 
 

Date:……………………   Date: ……………………

 

 

Laura Walford (Nov 26, 2024 10:21 GMT)
Laura Walford

26/11/2024

Anna Hunter (Nov 27, 2024 13:20 GMT)
Anna Hunter
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Independent examiner’s report to the trustees on the accounts of Sebastian Hunter Memorial Trust 

 

 

I report on the accounts of the Sebastian Hunter Memorial Trust for the year ended 25 March 2024.  

 

Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner 

As trustees you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts and you consider that the audit requirement 

of section 144(2) of the Charities Act 2011 (the Act) does not apply.  It is my responsibility to examine the accounts 

under section 145 of the Act and to state, on the basis of procedures specified in the General Directions given by 

the Charity Commissioners under section 145(5)(b) of the Act, whether particular matters have come to my 

attention. 

 

Basis of independent examiner's report 

My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions given by the Charity Commissioners.  

An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a comparison of the accounts 

presented with those records.  It also includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, 

and seeking explanations from you as trustees concerning any such matters.  The procedures undertaken do not 

provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit, and consequently I do not express an audit opinion on 

the view given by the accounts. 

 

Independent examiner's statement 

 

In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention: 

 

(1)   which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements 

 

- to keep accounting records in accordance with section 130 of the Act; and 

 

- to prepare financial statements which accord with the accounting records and to comply with the accounting 

requirements of the 2011 Act 

 

 have not been met; or 

 

(2)   to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts 

to be reached. 

 

                

              

              

 

 

Benjamin Burch ACA 

For and behalf of  

Randall & Payne LLP  

Chartered Accountants 

Shurdington Road 

Cheltenham, Gloucestershire 

GL51 4GA  

Date:  
 

27/11/2024
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   2024             2023 

  Unrestricted 
funds 

TOTAL 
FUNDS 

TOTAL  
funds 

    

   £ £ 

RECEIPTS     

     

Donations and associated Income Tax     

Recovery 

Fundraising income 

 95,328 
- 
  

95,328 
- 

32,791 
11,580 

  _______ ______) _______ 

   
95,328 

 
95,328) 

 
44,371 

  _______ _______ _______ 

     

PAYMENTS     

Funding for projects in India  76,980 76,980) 36,222) 

Fundraising expenses  - -) 942) 

Other donations  100 100) 10,375) 
Bank and other charges  264    264)    243) 
Accountancy and Independent Examination   960 960) 91,152) 

  _______ _______) _______ 

     

  78,304 78,304) 48,934 

  _______ _______) _______ 

     

Net receipts  17,024 17,024 (4,563) 

     

Cash funds brought forward  80,826 80,826   85,389 

  _______ _______) _______ 

     

Cash funds carried forward  97,850 97,850) 80,826 

  ====== ======) ====== 

  
 
 
 



STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 
YEAR ENDED 25TH MARCH 2024 
__________________________________________________________________________________
_ 
 
 

   2024)  2023) 
   Unrestricted funds 
  ) £) ) £) 

Cash funds      

Bank current account   (97,850)  80,826) 
   ═════)    ═════)   

      

Debtors      

Income Tax recovery   6,176)  4,844) 

   ═════)    ═════)   

      

Liabilities      

Independent Examiner’s fee   960)  1,165 

   ═════)    ═════   
   

 
 
 
 
Laura Walford     Anna Hunter 
 
 

Date:……………………   Date: …………………… 

 
 

NOTES TO THE RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT 

 
1. The trustees neither waived nor received any emoluments during the period. 
 
 
  

 

 

 

Laura Walford (Nov 26, 2024 10:21 GMT)
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Structure, governance and management 
The charity was constituted by a Deed of Trust dated 26th July 2006.  The trustees, all family members, manage the 
Trust. 
 
The trustees confirm that they have referred to the guidance issued by the Charity Commission relating to Public 
Benefit.   
 
They ensure that all children who use the facilities of The Sebastian Hunter Memorial Trust, regardless of age, 
gender, ethnicity, religion or family background have equal access. The libraries, science laboratory and computer 
facilities are free for all pupils to use. 
 
Objectives and activities 
The trustees shall hold the income and capital of the Trust upon trust to apply them for such charitable purposes and 
such registered charities as the trustees in their absolute discretion think fit from time to time. 
 
The Sebastian Hunter Memorial Trust was set up as an informal charity in 2002 following the tragic death of Sebastian 
in June 2001.  It is run by Seb’s family and the initial project was to build a primary school in a poor, remote village 
called Senji Mottur in Tamil Nadu, South India. Other projects followed and their progress is described below. 
 
India was chosen as it was a place Sebastian visited and loved, and as a family the trustees have friends locally who 
are able to project manage and advise them on where money is most needed. 
 
A note from Trustees of the Sebastian Hunter Memorial Trust UK 
As we enter the 23rd year since Seb’s death and our first small school being built in Senji Mottur, we are 
continually delighted to see the progress made by the team in India, and the many lives transformed. Having 
visited the projects towards the end of 2023, we were particularly struck by the teachers, without whom we 
would be unable to function. We were also delighted to meet with a group of higher education students who 
expressed their immense gratitude to be given the opportunity to take their studies further thanks to Seb’s. 
These students are driven to better themselves and provide and provide a more prosperous future for their 
families. Many of them are first-generation learners who would otherwise have little or no education or job 
prospects. 
 
We are so grateful to all of those who have generously donated their time and enthusiasm to help our 
fundraising efforts this year, without your support we would not be able to function. Teamwork really does make 
the dream work. 
 
Anna, Laura, James and Adam 
 
From the Director’s Desk 
Seb’s Projects India has moved from strength to strength since its inception in 2008. The key to our success has 
been TRUST – the strong glue that has held us together… be it the communities we serve, the government 
offices we partner with, the corporate and individual funders who share our vision and passion to make a 
difference. 
 
The highlight this year being the opportunity to present our schools to Mr. J Kumaragurubaran, the State 
Secretary of Tamilnadu School Education for reinstating the NRSTC (Non-Residential Special Training Centre) 
program in all of our schools as it was stopped since Covid in 2019. Following the visit of a team from the State 
Department who made an enquiry and Study of Seb’s Projects model of running schools for children in remote 
communities who do not have access, we were sanctioned the status of NRSTC for all of our 10 schools from 
June 2024 and the additional responsibility to start a new school in a very remote area in the Jawadhi. We are 
overwhelmed by the trust they have placed on Seb’s Projects model and endorsing the commitment of our team 
to provide quality education. 
 
To our corporate partners the Corporater and Bharat FIH who have endorsed their trust in our work and 
partnered us in our Education, Health and Livelihood endeavors has resulted in the increased Reach and 
Impact. We very much value your partnership and hope it was mutually beneficial and we have contributed to 
achieving your CSR goals as well. As I have always said you have been the wind beneath our wings to do more 
and to DREAM BIG!
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I hope the following pages of the report will help you unravel our efforts to make classroom learning more 
meaningful and engaging to improve learning outcomes. We are also emphasizing community connections and 
parent involvement to ensure the ownership and sustainability of all our programs. 
Thank you for the trust you have placed in us and for all your support. 
 
Emma Koshi 
Director 
 
The full report can be found on the charity’s website http://www.sebsschool.org. 

 
 
Financial review 
Cash funds of £97,850 (2023 - £80,826) remain after supporting the above projects in the year to 25th March 
2024.   
 
Reserves 
The trust has reserve accounts in the bank to allow for unforeseen expenses. Having recently visited the 
projects, we wanted to ensure that we had enough funds to cover any new projects we were asked to undertake 
and any increases. We have been asked by all the teachers we support for an increase in wages and have now 
agreed to this so will be using the reserve funds to help over these increased costs. 
 
Reserves are not required to administer the charity. 
 
Charity law requires the trustees to prepare financial statements for each financial year which show 
a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the charity and its financial activities for that period. In 
preparing those financial statements, the trustees are required to: 
 

• select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently; 

• make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent; and 

• prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume that the 
charity will continue in operational existence. 

 
The trustees are responsible for keeping proper accounting records which disclose with reasonable accuracy at 
any time the financial position of the charity and to enable them to ensure that the financial statements comply 
with the Charities Act 2011. They are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the charity and hence 
for taking reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities. 
 
Independent examiners 

The trustees recommend that Randall & Payne LLP remain in office until further notice. 
 
 Signed on behalf of the trustees: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Laura Walford     Anna Hunter 
 
 

Date:……………………   Date: ……………………
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Independent examiner’s report to the trustees on the accounts of Sebastian Hunter Memorial Trust 

 

 

I report on the accounts of the Sebastian Hunter Memorial Trust for the year ended 25 March 2024.  

 

Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner 

As trustees you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts and you consider that the audit requirement 

of section 144(2) of the Charities Act 2011 (the Act) does not apply.  It is my responsibility to examine the accounts 

under section 145 of the Act and to state, on the basis of procedures specified in the General Directions given by 

the Charity Commissioners under section 145(5)(b) of the Act, whether particular matters have come to my 

attention. 

 

Basis of independent examiner's report 

My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions given by the Charity Commissioners.  

An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a comparison of the accounts 

presented with those records.  It also includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, 

and seeking explanations from you as trustees concerning any such matters.  The procedures undertaken do not 

provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit, and consequently I do not express an audit opinion on 

the view given by the accounts. 

 

Independent examiner's statement 

 

In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention: 

 

(1)   which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements 

 

- to keep accounting records in accordance with section 130 of the Act; and 

 

- to prepare financial statements which accord with the accounting records and to comply with the accounting 

requirements of the 2011 Act 

 

 have not been met; or 

 

(2)   to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts 

to be reached. 
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Cheltenham, Gloucestershire 
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