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CHAIR’S REPORT
Shaldon Festival 2023

Our 2023 Festival saw another successful season of well attended concerts, with our world
class musicians given a fantastic reception by wonderfully appreciative and enthusiastic
audiences.

Opening this year’s Festival were two guitar virtuosi, Goran Krivokapi¢ and Danijel Cerovic,
who perform together as the Montenegrin Guitar Duo. This was the first time the Festival had
featured a whole evening of guitar music and it proved to be a great success. The
programme began with Bach’s English Suite No. 3 in G Minor, BWV 808 (1713), originally
intended for harpsichord, and continued with pieces by Astor Piazzolla and Manuel de Falla.
They played their programme with panache and accuracy, always maintaining a modest
pose and warm connection with the audience. Earlier in the day the duo gave a special
performance of Italian guitarist Carlo Domeniconi’s Circus Music for two guitars to some 20
guitar students aged 11 — 18 years at Teignmouth Community School. The music was a
rapid journey through nine brief pieces, each displaying extraordinary guitar skills and a
wonderful sense of humour — to which our evening audience was also treated as an encore!

On Thursday we enjoyed a stunningly wonderful performance by Trio Bohémo, featuring
Rachmaninov and Dvorak piano trios and Liszt's rousing Hungarian Rhapsody No.9
‘Carneval de Pest’. These three young Czech players, Jan Vojtek, piano, Matous Peruska,
violin, and Kristina Vocetkova, cello, have quickly established their reputation as a
phenomenal prize-winning ensemble, including winning the prestigious International
Parkhouse Award in October 2021 in London. The Trio left Shaldon the following day to fly
to Australia to compete in the Melbourne International Chamber Music Competition, where
they subsequently won the Audience Prize for Piano Trio.

The Chineke! Wind Quintet, comprising young, hugely gifted players from the Chineke!
Orchestra, performed Friday evening’s concert. The quintet brought a varied and
entertaining programme of repertoire, commencing with Gyorgy Ligeti Six Bagatelles and
also featuring African-American composers William Grant Still (Summerland) and Valerie
Coleman (Red Clay & Mississippi Delta) alongside Paul Hindemith, Paquito D’'Rivera and
Maurice Ravel.

Finally, closing this year's season with a sell out concert, Joanna MacGregor and Adrian
Brendel, renowned international musicians in their own right, came together for a superlative
grand finale. What a huge privilege this was! Their programme of Debussy and Beethoven
sonatas for cello and piano and Piazzolla’s Le Grand Tango, concluded with the Franck
sonata for cello and piano. They clearly enjoyed performing for us and the prolonged and
rapturous applause was rewarded with an encore, Piazzolla’s Milonga del Angel, arranged
for cello and piano by Joanna. This charming piece brought the evening, and the 2023
Shaldon Festival of Music to a joyous conclusion.

The Management Committee is proud to continue to bring established, world class
musicians and the rising stars of the future to our village of Shaldon. We do our utmost to
keep ticket prices as affordable as possible, with concessions for students and free to
children accompanied by an adult ticket holder. To achieve this, as a registered charity, we



rely on the generous support of our Friends and sponsors, charitable trusts and local
councillors’ funds. To all, we are enormously grateful.

Our 2024 season of concerts will run from Wednesday 19 — Saturday 22 June with another
diverse line-up. We will also be introducing a new event for families with young children on
Sunday 16 June. See the Festival website for details.

Marion Korzinek

Chair, Shaldon Festival
Registered Charity No. 1118828
www.shaldonfestival.co.uk
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