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CHAIR’S REPORT 

Shaldon Festival 2022 

2022 was a fantastic season and it was so good to get back to holding the Festival in a way 
not possible since 2019.  All our artists said how much they enjoyed performing in the 
wonderful setting of St Peter’s Church, and they were certainly rewarded with enthusiastic 
applause and standing ovations. 

The Festival opened with a stunning performance by the saxophonist Jonathan Radford 
and the pianist Ashley Fripp. In part, this was a celebration of the influence of two people 
who have been important in the development of the saxophone and its repertoire, Elise 
Hall and Rudy Wiedoeft, and also presented a flavour of the duo’s debut album ‘The Saxo-
phone Craze – Homage to Rudy Wiedoeft’, Champs Hill Records.  The programme also in-
cluded a piano solo, Ravel’s Gaspard de la Nuit, performed with great dexterity and pan-
ache. 

On Thursday night we were treated to the exquisite voices of Apollo5, the very popular, 
award-winning British vocal ensemble renowned for their rich and distinctive dynamic 
sound.  The programme reflected the repertoire included in their album ‘Where All Roses 
Go’ released in 2021 to mark their 10th anniversary.   Apollo5 have a passionate commit-
ment to encouraging young people to enjoy and actively participate in singing.  As part of 
the Shaldon Festival Outreach programme they held a workshop at Teignmouth Community 
School, Mill Lane earlier in the day, attended by 27 pupils. It was a joy to see some of 
those children performing on stage with Apollo5 during the second half of the concert.  

Friday night brought us the delight of The Mithras Trio, three highly talented young musi-
cians who can dig deep into the musical world to provide an evening of a range of passion-
ately expressed music.  Along with wonderful performances of Schumann and Dvorak piano 
trios they introduced us to a modern piece composed by the Scottish composer Helen 
Grime Three Whistler Miniatures – a celebration of the three chalk and pastel miniatures 
produced by the artist Whistler. 

For our final night the unique Budapest Café Orchestra entertained a packed house like no 
other!  With the bohemian scene set with upholstered chairs, dancing lampshades and 
evocative mood lighting, we were treated to an unprecedented evening of thrilling musi-
cianship as we were invited into a world of Klezmer, folk and gypsy traditions – reimagined 
in their own unique fashion. 

The Management Committee is proud to continue to bring established, world class musi-
cians and the rising stars of the future to our village of Shaldon.  We do our utmost to 
keep ticket prices as affordable as possible, with concessions for students and free to 
children accompanied by an adult ticket holder.  To achieve this, as a registered charity, 
we are reliant on the generous support of our Festival friends, personal and corporate 
sponsors, charitable trusts and local councillors’ funds.  To all of you, we are enormously 
grateful.   Another diverse and exciting line-up of concerts will take place from Wednes-
day 21 – Saturday 24 June 2023 with full details on our website www.shaldonfestiv-
al.co.uk. 

Marion Korzinek 
Chair, Shaldon Festival 
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