
Sidmouth Amateur Dramatic Society Ltd. 

Annual Report for the year ending 29th February 2024. 

This has been a good year for the Society with two excellent productions.  Our May 
production was ‘The Farndale Murder Mystery’ and our pantomime was ‘Robinson Crusoe 
and the Pirates’. 

At the AGM Barry Lister continued in his role as Chairman.  Committee officers Audrey 
Harcourt (Society Secretary), Heather Hodge (Treasurer and Head of Wardrobe) were re-
elected for a further year and Committee members continued to be Liz Hammond, Tony Hill, 
Molly Morton-Evans, Tanya Rees and Tracey Stone. 

Mark Rose stood down from his role of Publicity Officer and Committee at the AGM.  He 
was thanked for all his work during his time as Publicity Officer and as Committee member. 
During the year the Committee lost two Committee members.  Molly Morton-Evans 
resigned due to increasing work commitments and Tony Hill due to ill health.  The 
Committee thanked both for all their work during their time on the Committee. 
The Committee felt that additional support was required and Sarah Burston agreed to be co-
opted onto the Committee. 
 
Pam Harrison kindly agreed to continue as President of the Society. 

Heather Hodge retained her role as Company Secretary.  Viv Rands continued as 
Membership Secretary and Child Protection Officer and Joan Heard continued as our 
Newsletter Editor. 

Sadly, during the year, we have lost two past members of the Society. 

Ken Davis, with his partner Ray Pickworth, directed shows for the Society. 
Mary Hasbury also directed many production for the Society and appeared in many of our 
plays. 
 
Productions. 
Our May production was ‘The Farndale Murder Mystery’ directed by Joan Heard.  This was 
an excellent production but did not attract the audience it deserved. 
 
The pantomime ‘Robinson Crusoe and the Pirates’ by Alan Frayn was a great success.  This 
year it was decided to reduce the amount of performances we gave so it meant playing to 
almost full houses.  It was the first time that Marc Colson had directed a pantomime for us 
and it was very popular with a cast of adults, dancers and children. 
 
Junior and Youth Groups. 
The Junior and Youth Groups are very popular with a waiting list.  In June they staged a 
production at the Blackmore Theatre, Exmouth which proved to be very popular and 
received an excellent review.  From a money perspective, they have become self-sufficient 
in this area. 



 
Wardrobe. 
The wardrobe hire section has never picked up following the pandemic but there is still 
some hiring going out to other drama groups or individuals. 
 
Hall. 
We still do not have a hall manager in place.  Our cleaner had to resign for personal reasons 
and a new cleaner has now been found.  The rotted gate posts have now been replaced.  A 
light has been installed on the top of the steps leading down to the hall to provide a safer 
environment for those attending dark evening rehearsals.  We now employ the services of a 
gardener to keep the land around the building under more control.  A skip was hired and a 
team of volunteers met to clear out unwanted items from the storage container, the hall 
and the Props Store.  The lease for the hall has finally been signed between SADS and the 
National Trust.  This will remain in place for a further 15 years. 
 
Manor Pavilion Storeroom.   A new lease has finally been signed between SADS and EDDC 
for the hire of the storeroom at the Manor Pavilion Theatre.  This lease will remain in place 
for 6 years. 
 
Social Events. 
For various reasons there were sadly no social events this year. 
 
We thank all our members for their support and look forward to another successful year. 


























































