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THE GREAT WESTERN CHORUS OF
BRISTOL
England & Wales · Charity number 1116255

Details

Other names BARBERSHOP HARMONY CLUB OF BRISTOL, BHCB, GREAT WESTERN
CHORUS

Status Registered

Legal form Other

Registered 2006-10-02

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address Springfield
Butts Lane
Stour Provost
Gillingham
Dorset
SP8 5RU

Phone 07776198000

Email finance@greatwesternchorus.com

Website http://www.greatwesternchorus.com/

Activities

Objects: TO ADVANCE THE EDUCATION OF MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC IN ALL ASPECTS OF MUSIC
IN THE BARBERSHOP STYLE OF UNACCOMPANIED FOUR-PART CLOSE HARMONY IN BOTH
CHORUS AND SMALL GROUPS, FURTHER ANY OTHER CHARITABLE PURPOSE RECOGNISED AS
EXCLUSIVELY CHARITABLE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE LAW IN ENGLAND AND WALES

Activities: To advance the musical education of the public in the Barbershop/unaccompanied 4-part
Harmony style (chorus or small groups) especially youth members . To provide singing education at weekly
rehearsals and run public 'Learn to Sing' courses. To showcase the Charity's work in concerts and shows at
public venues. To further any purpose recognised as Exclusively Charitable.
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Classification

• How: Provides Human Resources, Provides Services

• What: Education/training, Arts/culture/heritage/science, Other Charitable Purposes

• Who: Children/young People, Other Charities Or Voluntary Bodies, The General Public/mankind

Geography

• Area of benefit: NOT DEFINED. IN PRACTICE BRISTOL, NORTH SOMERSET, SOMERSET,
GLOUCESTERSHIRE AND WILTSHIRE

• Bath And North East Somerset

• Bristol City

• Gloucestershire

• North Somerset

• Somerset

• South Gloucestershire

• Wiltshire

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2025-07-31 £28,743 £22,136 - -

2024-07-31 £22,012 £19,786 - -

2023-07-31 £16,475 £17,755 - -

2022-07-31 £10,978 £15,480 - -

2021-07-31 £15,204 £10,496 - -

Trustees

Name Role Appointed

Mark Tedds Chair 2023-08-01

Andrew Balchin 2022-11-02

Reginald Henry Salway 2012-09-19

Will Bath 2023-12-21
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The Great Western Chorus of Bristol 
Registered Charity No. 1116255 

 
Trustees Report on the Annual Accounts 

 
 
Attached please find the Annual Income & Expenditure Summary for the year ended 31st July 
2025. In the year we exceeded £25,000 in revenue and have therefore produced these 
accounts for Independent Examination. A copy of the examiners’ report is attached, which 
was a clean report with no reportable matters found. 
 
After a couple of years of rebalancing the finances the year just finished is considered to have 
been one in which we can conclude our finances are currently on solid ground. We had a very 
successful big show in November 2024 with the US quartet The Newfangled Four, which in 
addition to a number of other smaller events contributes to give us financial flexibility to 
spend on matters which will help improve the chorus even further. That said we do have some 
challenges coming at us, particularly regarding a likely decrease in total member subscriptions 
to be collected in the next 12 months, due to the expected and natural loss of some 
established members over the last few months. We have recruited some new members. 
Recruitment of new members continues to be a high priority.  
 
We have £28,789 in the bank at the year-end versus £21,837 this time last year. We have a 
reserves policy which is continually reviewed by the Trustees and management team. Our 
reserves remain healthy. In addition to the reserves policy we have a number of other policies 
in place as recommended by the Charities Commission. These are reviewed regularly. 
 
Our excess of income over expenditure in the year was £6,607 versus a prior year excess of 
£2,226. The primary reasons for being nearly £4,400 above the prior year level are positive 
variances on items such as THE Show with the Newfangled Four, Bank Interest & Other 
Income on higher bank balances and Gift Aid through larger donations. Furthermore we have 
not needed to pay Musical Director expenses in the year. We do not expect this level of excess 
income to continue in the next year as we look to spend the generated income and reserves, 
plus the savings made on MD expenses, on recruitment, music and coaching costs.  
 
With the actions of previous years (in particular disposing of the van) we have re-established 
a level of manageable overhead expense and this is forecast to continue subject to any 
unforeseen increase in costs. 
 
In conclusion regarding the financial performance for the year 2024/25 the Trustees have 
approved the annual accounts, and place on record their thanks to the Chair, Treasurer, other 
members of the management team, The Musical Director, the music team and all members 
and supporters of The Great Western Chorus.  
 
 
The Trustees 
7th September 2025 



24/25 23/24
Income

Membership Subscriptions £8,565.00 £7,872.46
100 Club Income £2,495.50 £2,703.82
Donations £1,213.50 £3,120.44
Shows/Sing Outs £12,876.85 £1,405.16
Prizes, Grants, Fund raising £650.00 £600.00
Misc Income (incl van sale) £450.00 £2,050.57
Bank Interest  £570.59 £663.00
Gift Aid £1,921.27 £1,706.71
Uniform - Deposits and Sale £0.00 £1,880.00
Merchandise £0.00 £10.00

Total Income £28,742.71 £22,012.16

Expenditure

BABS Subs (£1,945.00) (£1,767.50)
MD Expenses £0.00 (£236.00)
100 Club Prizes (£748.00) (£811.00)
Show & Sing Out Costs (£8,595.86) (£4,566.07)
Retreat & Convention net costs (£529.50) (£227.19)
Van Costs (£268.09) (£952.96)
Website (£209.47) (£184.39)
Marketing & Recruitment (£1,122.33) (£131.32)
Coaching (£3,027.72) (£2,117.57)
Musical Education £0.00 £0.00
Rehearsal Venue (£4,302.60) (£4,030.00)
Uniform (£225.00) (£4,020.90)
Music & TTs (£779.91) (£542.16)
Other admin charges (£382.61) (£198.77)

Total Expenditure (£22,136.09) (£19,785.83)

Net Income £6,606.62 £2,226.33

Bank Balance Brought forward from Prior Year £22,182.57 £19,956.24
Net Income/(Deficit) Current Year £6,606.62 £2,226.33
Balance at Bank carried forward £28,789.19 £22,182.57
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