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During 2025 the museum was able to deliver 20 railway operating days within 
its visitor open season of Easter through to mid-October. In addition a special 
poignant conflict remembrance event was held with invited guests, including 
the Lord Lieutenant of Rutland and civic dignitaries, which encompassed the 
80th anniversary of VJ day and the end of World War Two.

As the Museum was working on the dismantling of a steam locomotive for 
overhaul we had to rely on the availability of the museum’s fleet of operational
diesel locomotives. Prior to Easter there was some trepidation that the non- 
availability of steam traction on Open Days could adversely affect visitor visits 
during 2025.

The start of the season was also adversely affected by over running major 
engineering which resulted in the Museum not operating the railway at Easter. 

Overall and looking at the admissions figures and allowing for the lack of any 
income in April 2025 our footfall was approximately 5% down in 2025 relative 
to 2024. This result was  better than expected and in line with visitor 
reductions experienced at other heritage railways in the UK. The lack of steam 
traction did not have the impact originally expected as with a long dry summer 
other heritage railways switched to diesel haulage for long periods to minimise
fire risk. 

It was pleasing to note that the café income for 2025 was 4% up on 2024 and 
represents an excellent result from our volunteer café staff.

On a couple of occasions during 2025 the Driver for a Fiver events showed the 
best results of that event so far.

In June 2025 the museum hosted a visit from a television film crew engaged on
making a further series of Great British Railway Journeys for BBC TV. Our 
curator was interviewed by the presenter who was then allowed to drive a 
quarry train under supervision. The weather was good and the filming went 
well and we look forward to seeing the museum on the programme which 
should markedly improve our future visibility to visitor audiences. Shortly after 
the museum hosted a small film crew who took film of the quarry train for a 
forthcoming promotional video of Rutland . Again such an initiative will also 
help put the museum on the map for potential visitors.



In general our new display on the heritage of the Barrington Cement Works 
quarry railway was well received being usefully augmented by the presence of 
the steam locomotive that used to operate at the site. We were pleased to 
welcome the former quarry manager and his family to an Open Day.

Steady progress continued with the conservation of three railway loco exhibits 
whist restoration work progressed on one steam locomotive with the objective
of returning it to use in 2026. Restoration work on a quarry diesel loco was 
completed during 2025 and now sees regular use on Open Days. 

2025 also saw some new volunteers arrive at the museum  and we received a 
kind offer of the donation of quarry fossils from Barrington Quarry. This offer 
was very helpfully augmented by the donation of funding from the Rugby 
cement Benevolent Fund to purchase a new display case for the fossils on 
display. The display should be completed and commissioned ready for visitor 
viewing at Easter 2026.

Visitor viewing facilities at the museum were also augmented during 2025 by 
the completion of construction of a new viewing platform on the quarry trail. 
This new facility has been well received by visitors  as it provides a new 
vantage point from which to watch the quarry trains. 

Work is ongoing with refurbishment of a small wooden building to be used as a
display location for equipment and artefacts associated with the operation of a
wagon weighbridge on a quarry railway. It is hoped to complete this new 
project in time for Easter 2026 when it will be opened to museum visitors.

The museum continues its regular and essential work on grounds maintenance 
for the benefit of museum members and museum visitors.  

In summary 2025 was a good year despite our earlier misgivings and we look 
forward to a more positive 2026 with the return of steam traction and 
enhanced awareness of the visiting public to the presence of the museum and 
what we can offer both visitors and new volunteers.
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